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Question Answer 

What do we do in a green county when we play a 
team from an orange county?  25% capacity? 

You adopt the protocol of the county with the more 
escalated color. NDHSAA has recently release protocol 
on football and volleyball postseason attendance.  

I have had an athletic director ask for advice for 
outdoor and indoor athletic events. Does the 
gathering guideline differ if indoors or outdoors - or 
are the expectations the same regardless? 

NDHSAA can address athletic activities and events. 
Here is a recently released protocol on football and 
volleyball postseason attendance. 

Do large gathering rules affect attendance size for 
sporting events?  
 
 

NDHSAA can address athletic activities and events. 
Here is a recently released protocol on football and 
volleyball postseason attendance.  

In extracurricular activities does this include a 
teams/coaches/refs or is within the crowd? Do we 
count players and coaches as part of that capacity? 

Players, coaches or officials are not included in the 
crowd size. Here is a recently released protocol on 
football and volleyball postseason attendance. 
 

Is NDHSAA aware that they Make the decision? NDHSAA has been an active partner as the COVID 
situation has evolved. 

Do local district health units realize that their advice 
on extra curriculars is secondary to the guidelines of 
the NDHSAA? 

Their advice is not secondary. It is in partnership with 
the NDHSAA. It is true that the NDHSAA has 
enforcement power, but the message from both 
groups should be the same. 

If First District is sends out large gathering 
requirements, how is it safe for one school to allow as 
many people to come into a football game in Ward 
County, but another school on the same night to make 
a restriction with masks. 

Masks are a good idea at any large gathering 
regardless of the current county color risk level. Also, 
NDHSAA has recently released protocol on football and 
volleyball postseason attendance.  

How does a school decide on large gathering size limit 
for a student event not NDHSAA associated?  

It seems reasonable for you to continue doing what 
you are doing if it is more or as restrictive as the 
NDHSAA released guidance. For other school-related 
events, the school should follow ND Smart Restart 
guidelines when the activity falls outside the 
instructional model. 

What is our capacity limit student event that is not 
NDHSAA associated? 

For school-related events, the school should follow ND 
Smart Restart guidelines when the activity falls outside 
the instructional model. 

https://ndhsaa.com/files/2020_21_Board_And_Committees/10-15-20/NDHSAA_Football_and_Volleyball_Postseason_Attendance_Protocols_Approved.pdf
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Our county is in the Orange phase. Our school and 
activity plan is tied to the county risk level. In the 
orange we do distance learning and no activities.  
However, the Gov said the color change applies to 
businesses and large gatherings, not K-12 schools. I 
interpret that to mean we can stay in-person 
instruction.  

Your interpretation is correct. Instructional models are 
not related to county color changes. Make risk-
informed decisions and consider the transmission level 
you are seeing with your school and/or district. 

Is there a ND study that compares the COVID effects 
per capita between schools who use mitigation 
strategies vs those schools who do not? 

We are not aware of any studies having been 
completed yet on this subject. We have national data, 
and that data is supportive of the effectiveness of 
mask policies. 

Any data on schools on new Mask quarantines and 
self-monitoring? 

Given the short timeframe since the new mask 
exemption went into effect, there is no significant 
amount of ND-specific data exists at this point. As you 
continue to monitor your school procedures and 
policies, please feel free to dialog with the Healthy 
Return to Learning team on what you are personally 
seeing in your school. 

Is there any North Dakota specific DATA that suggests 
students/families are safer in school than on a 
distance learning model? If so this may help our board 
approve opening. Currently, our local data suggests 
the opposite. 

We do not have ND specific data. We cannot 
contravene what your local data suggests. Studies 
available on a national level, suggest that in school 
attendance is safer for a majority of students. There 
are many risks to consider for student safety, COVID-19 
is one, however others exist that may put student’s 
health and safety at greater risk. Consider your 
response through a holistic lens; consider which of the 
following may or may not be relevant to our 
school/students: academic progress, emotional, social-
behavioral, food access and behavioral health 
supports, stress on families, social-emotional support 
from peers and educators, social services, extended 
day childcare services, etc. 

Is there any North Dakota specific data that shows 
that schools who are in distance learning have higher 
rates of infection than those who have chosen to 
open? Our school district is in distance learning. Our 
board has been reviewing our plans and believe that 
our kids and their families are safer at home than in 
school. The board did vote to allow a soft opening for 
SpEd and alternative students. Since September 1, we 
have had 7 positives out of 950 students (7%). With 
about 3/4 of our employees reporting, we have had 5 
positives out of 180 employees (2.7%)  

We are not aware of any ND specific studies being 
completed at this time. Please reference the above 
response to consider other aspects that put student’s 
health and safety at greater risk.  
 
NDDoH is quite close to publishing a school COVID-19 
School Dashboard that will provide state-wide and 
school level positive case information collected 
through the NDDoH case investigation. Once 
published, this data may help in your school board’s 
decision-making process. 
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Schools are reporting their cases to DPI. Can we see 
the data?  What is the positivity rate in schools that 
are in the session?  Are all schools are reporting? 

NDDPI is collecting data that is self-reported by 
schools. Self-reporting is only as accurate as schools 
report. NDDoH is quite close to publishing a school 
COVID-19 School Dashboard that will provide state-
wide and school level positive case information 
collected through the NDDoH case investigation. We 
consider their information as the most accurate that 
can be shared to help in decision making. 

How about we test students academic progress and 
using this data to understand which learning modality 
(F2F, Hybrid, or Distance Learning) is working best and 
then use it for decision making?  

As you continue to monitor your school procedures 
and policies, please share any data findings with NDDPI 
and your colleagues. 

Why are schools reporting to DPI AND the DoH? LPHU 
also collects the number to get letters for families, and 
numbers are reported Why doesn't DoH just share the 
case #s and data to DPI at some regular interval? 

Reporting positive COVID-19 cases to NDDPI is 
required in Governor’s Executive Order 2020-38. This 
reporting is not on the individual level. NDDoH collects 
individual level data and gathers school affiliations as 
part of the test registry and contact tracing processes. 
Each currently serve a purpose.   

How do I report my school’s numbers to DPI? How 
does it get reported? 

Schools can report positive cases to NDDPI thought this 
web form. 

Does a school board have to pass a motion designating 
their teachers as essential employees? To my 
knowledge, the Governor has so not designated 
teachers as essential workers. I was told that since the 
Feds and the Governor had already mandated that 
teachers are essential workers, school boards did not 
need to do so. However, neither the Feds nor the 
Governor have done so. The DHS (CISA) designation is 
not a mandate, it is guidance as VP Mike Pence said on 
August 21.   

School districts are encouraged to work with their 
school boards and legal counsel in personnel matters. 

Can an administrator deny teachers COVID related 
leave as provided for in the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (FFCRA)? 

School districts are encouraged to work with their 
school boards and legal counsel in personnel matters. 

A lunchroom is a large gathering. Would this apply to 
lunchrooms in color changing counties? Lunchrooms 
are not distanced, and some large schools are not 
mitigating risk. Why extracurricular activities, but not 
lunch? 

Lunch falls within the instructional model of a 
functioning school day, therefore, should follow the 
direction of a district’s health and safety plan, not the 
governor’s large gathering guidance. Consider spacing 
as much as possible, eating in shifts, or delivering lunch 
to classrooms 

Should our cooks be wearing masks if we are in green? It is always a good idea to wear masks, especially to 
help keep your county green. 

https://www.governor.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Executive%20Order%202020-38%20FINAL.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZATqLVHaiEq64rPblLwMVKScXRK1x_dAoMbhRaOZUsxUM0MxU0ZPMU9TV0sxUUY4RUdUUjM0VjNGQyQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ZATqLVHaiEq64rPblLwMVKScXRK1x_dAoMbhRaOZUsxUM0MxU0ZPMU9TV0sxUUY4RUdUUjM0VjNGQyQlQCN0PWcu
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We currently have about 30% of our HS students as 
close/household contacts that need to be out of 
school for up to 24 days. If they are not a super 
spreader and school is the safest place for them, why 
do they need to be out of school for 24 days? 

Rest assured the NDDoH teams are continually reading 
and researching to keep up to speed on the latest 
studies and data trends in hopes of making the best 
decisions around limiting the spread of COVID. Based 
on current studies, household contacts need to be 
handled differently from close contacts. Mask wearing 
should help limit the number of close contacts in the 
school setting.  

I agree that the students are safer, but are the adults 
safer?  That is the question that is key to getting 
schools to return to every day.   

Schools should consider how to protect vulnerable 

staff and provide reasonable accomodations to do so. 

If your school is not mandating mask, consider moving 

forward with that. Mask wearing is similar to 

vaccinating populations. The more people who are 

masked or vaccinated, the higher benefit to the whole 

population. 
 

If communities or the state do not do somethings that 
requires changes in our communities, do you think we 
will still be having these calls a year from now? 

We certainly cannot predict the course or duration of 
this virus or what we will learn over the next year. 

If over 50% of asymptomatic carriers can transmit the 
virus, is it a good idea to allow asymptomatic 
individuals into our schools? 

This is where masks come into the picture. If your 
school is not mandating mask, consider moving 
forward with that. Mask wearing is similar to 
vaccinating populations. The more people who are 
masked or vaccinated, the higher benefit to the whole 
population. 

Why are some quarantined for 14 and others 24? If you have a positive case in your household, you have 
ten days of exposure to the positive case, and a 14 day 
quarantine after that case is no longer communicable. 
If you are a close contact to a positive outside the 
home, it’s 14 days from that contact. 

How realistic is it for schools to assure 100% mask 
compliance when asked during a contact tracing 
interview - especially for our youngest learners? Are 
there any foreseeable liabilities to the district? 

The school is a more structured place to enforce 
uniform mask wearing than almost any other place the 
student will be that day. It is our best shot. Liability is 
an issue your attorney can discuss. 

My small school has many husband/wife teams with 
children in our school.  Once one tests positive, I may 
not see that household for weeks unless they test 
positive. Are they better to test positive rather than 
negative when in a household? 

Both parties testing positive would shorten the 
quarantine period to the 10 days for the course of each 
individual’s illness. 

I fear we will continue to get the old "These are only 
recommendations". It seems we have answered this in 
all possible ways. How would YOU respond in a way 
that may garner better adherence to these guidelines? 

Here is a response to consider: The governor has 
predicated his request to wear masks on the premise 
that people will not obey a mandate if they don’t 
believe in it. With this freedom comes responsibility. If 
you assume freedoms without assuming the 
accompanying responsibility to make sure those 
freedoms don’t hurt others, you have the situation we 
currently have in some communities. 
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Schools and school boards can still make a decision 
that work for them based on the health and safety of 
their communities. The guidelines you provide are not 
requirements at any level, so what is the point of 
changing color levels in the state? Why even make 
"recommendations" if nothing is required and schools 
can and do their own thing? Let us continue to make 
decisions that work best for us rather than wasting our 
time with color changes. What is the point of local 
health districts sending out guidelines if all schools 
don't follow them. 

Not making recommendations would seem an 
abdication of responsibility. This is the only tool we 
have, and we are doing our best. We would hope that 
the school is considering recommendations made to it 
when formulating the plan that is best. It is probably 
good to remember that schools and NDDPI are good at 
academics and instructional delivery models, local 
public health and NDDoH are good at public health 
matters, and NDDHS weaves in expertise in behavioral 
health, special needs, disabilities and more. The 
response and support to schools must be approached 
with a holistic lens and the guidelines developed aim to 
do just that. 

Do our plans need to be revised and approved by 
school board?  Is there a date this needs to happen? 

Health and Safety plans should be reviewed and 
updated periodically, approved by their school board, 
and published on their publicly available website. 
When substantial changes occur that impact plans, you 
should do this as soon as reasonable, without 
jeopardizing the thought and care required for the 
change at hand. 

We updated our plan last night to remove being 
bound to the colors. Do we need to submit this to 
anyone? 

Updated plans must be filed with NDDPI (per Executive 
Order 2020-38). If the district maintains the original 
URL originally reported in STARS, no additional action 
is needed. If the district posts the update plan at a new 
URL, this information needs to be updated in STARS.If 
this occurs, the NDDPI’s dashboard will be 
automatically updated.  

If the state wants control over the content of local 
plans, why not just remove the mandate for local 
plans altogether? 

Schools have local control and are best positioned to 
make plans that reflect their specific school. The state 
provides reasonable guidelines, recommendations, or 
requirements while your school has the local control to 
develop plans best suitable for your school. 

Is there just as much pressure being put on the 
teacher's union to get back to school as on school 
boards and administrators?  This is posing a very large 
challenge to many districts as the pushback is a union 
pushback and that is greatly slowing our ability to get 
back to school....EVEN WITH MASKS! 

Any union-specific questions should be directed to ND 
United. 

 


