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Alert Now 
The school’s All-Call System is known as “Alert Now” and in 

November we were required to attach the all-call to a real 

number. The all-call no longer shows the 411-000-0000 

number. It now shows the district office number which 

is 308-235-2188. 

 

All families may have multiple phone numbers listed in the Alert 

Now notification system. People who need to have their num-

ber added and/or numbers updated need to call Mary Lynch at 

235-4696, Kimball Jr/Sr High School at 235-4861, or Kristy in 

the District office at 235-2188. Also, if you would like your 

number removed from the system, please call one of the num-

bers listed above. —Thank you! 

The Kimball School Board has 

hired Mr. Kent Halley as an inter-

im superintendent for Kimball 

Public Schools. His duties will of-

ficially begin on Wednesday, Jan-

uary 3, 2018. Mr. Halley has over 

35 years of educational experi-

ence in Nebraska and Wyoming. 

He taught and coached at Morrill; 

Riverton, WY; and Potter. While 

pursuing his Master’s Degree at 

Chadron State College he served 

as a Graduate Assistant. Mr. Hal-

ley was the principal/activities di-

rector at Pawnee City and then 

spent his final 23 years in educa-

tion at Mitchell Public Schools. 

He was the secondary principal 

at Mitchell for 10 years and the 

superintendent for 13 years until 

his retirement in 2013. 
 

Mr. Halley is excited for this op-

portunity to work with the 

board, administrators, and staff at 

Kimball Public Schools and brings 

a wealth of knowledge and expe-

rience into the position.  
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November Student of 
the Month 

     The honors committee se-
lected Paycen Harroun as the 
November Student of the 
Month. 
     Paycen is the son of Andrea 
and Joe Harroun. He has partic-
ipated in football and track 
where he has received three 
letters in each and has been 
named academic all-state in 
each. 
     Paycen has also competed 
in One-Act and Speech 
throughout high school and his 
OID Team qualified for State 
Speech last year. He is the cur-

rent Student Council President 
and is also involved in Interact 
Club and STAND. 
     After graduation, Paycen 
plans to attend the South Da-
kota School of Mines in Rapid 
City and pursue a degree in 
Chemical Engineering. 
     Paycen will receive a $25 
gift certificate from the Lion’s 
Club and is now eligible for a 
$500 Lion’s Club Student of the 
Month Scholarship to be pre-
sented yearly to one of the 
“making a difference” winners. 
     Congratulations to Paycen 
Harroun, one who is “making a 
difference” at Kimball High 
School. 

    During the fall semester, Mrs. 
Janicek had students compete in 
the Nebraska Stock Market Game. 
She had two teams place in the 
elementary division. 
    On the left, Renee Murdoch and 
Jena Aragon placed second and on 
the right, Kylie Osborn and Kayli 
McCoy placed third. 
    There were a total of 31 teams 
that participated in the elementary 
division. Kimball Public Schools 
would like to extend a big congrat-
ulations to these four young ladies 
for their accomplishments. 
    Mrs. Janicek is planning to have 
students compete again in the 
spring semester. 

Junior High Students of the 
1st Trimester 

The Junior High have three 12-week 
grading periods know as trimesters. 
For each trimester of the school 
year, three students from both the 
7th and 8th grade are honored as 
“Students of the Trimester”. These 
students are nominated by their 
teachers and then selected by the 
principal. The students are treated 
to lunch at Pizza Hut and earn a 
certificate for their excellent perfor-
mance during those nine weeks. 7th Grade (Back): Xavier Thomas-Lewis, Halsey Clark, and Charlotte Hargreaves 

8th Grade (Front): Hannah Rabin, Tianna Stierwalt, and Anabela Whitehead 

Stock Market Winners 
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Annual Mentor Recognition Night 
The Month of January is Mentor Recognition 

month for the TeamMates Mentoring Program. 

The Kimball TeamMates Program will be cele-

brating Mentor Recognition Night on Friday, 

January 26th during halftime of the varsity girls 

basketball game with Sutherland. Please come 

support the Kimball Basketball Teams and 

show your appreciation for our mentors. 

Consider Becoming a Mentor 
TeamMates is a school-based mentoring pro-

gram started by Dr. Tom Osborne and his wife 

Nancy. The program is celebrating its 26th 

year. The Kimball Chapter is looking to expand 

its numbers by recruiting new mentors. If you 

are interested, please contact Stephanie Kitch-

ens at 308-235-4861 for more information. 

The Kimball Public School Foundations 

is excited to announce they have re-

ceived an anonymous gift of $35,000. 
 

This gift is the first installment intend-

ed to create a lasting endowment. 

The donor is a former resident and 

graduate of Kimball High School, who 

after completing an advanced degree 

had a very successful career and has 

decided to contribute back through a 

tax deductible gift.  
 

The Foundation Board will be formu-

lating a  plan over the next few 

months. The Foundation Board and 

the community wish to extend our 

sincere "Thanks" to the donor. 
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Interact comes from the words International and Action and is a service 

club that is sponsored by the Kimball Rotary Club. The club meets two 

times each month during the school year and does multiple service pro-

jects for the community and the school. They also do at least one inter-

national service project each year. The club currently has around 30 active members in grades 9-12 

and thus far has held a community food drive to help restock the local food pantry and helped Rotary 

with the county-wide holiday food basket program just before Christmas. The club holds various fund-

raisers to help with these projects and a scholarship fund established by the club. Interact Club Offic-

ers for the 2017-18 school year include: President Nicholas Thomas-Lewis (Sr); VP Toby McManigal 

(Jr); Secretary Madison Wynne (Jr); Treasurer Jake Jenkins (Jr); Director Alex Flores (So); and Direc-

tor Raven Johnson (Fr). 

 

Community Food Drive & Holiday Food Baskets 

The Kimball Interact Club organized a community food drive during the first two Saturdays in No-

vember. We had high school students from Interact, junior high students from Stepping Stones, as 

well as elementary students and their parents associated with Cub Scouts help distribute sacks and 

flyers on November 5th, then a week later another group helped to collect the donations. People 

in the community were very generous this year and donated over 3,200 pounds of household 

items and non-perishable food. Interact would like to thank Main Street Market for donating the 

sacks, Jodi Keeler with the food pantry, the Cub Scouts for their awesome help, as well as George 

Barp for providing the trailer and helping to supervise. It was a huge success! 

Pictures include: 
 

Left - Individuals who 

helped with the Food Drive 
on November 4th. 

Right - Interact Club 

Members who helped with 

the Rotary Holiday Food 

Basket Program. 

Below - Individuals who 

helped with the Food Drive 

on November 11th. 
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           Notes from Mr. Hanks 
Holiday Festival: The 

1st semester went by very 

quickly and as in the past, 

we ended with our annual 

Holiday Festival. It is very 

impressive to see almost 

300 people sit down to a 

family style dinner in the 

student center. I would like to extend a big 

THANK YOU to all the staff, paras, cooks, cus-

todians, and members of the community who 

help to make this event possible. This is a very 

unique event and something Kimball should con-

tinue in the future. The students also decorated 

the windows in the student center and after hav-
ing four people judge the windows, prizes were 

awarded for the best windows in the junior high 

and the high school. 

Finals Testing: On December 19 and 20, we 

had a two-day block schedule for the high school 

students to take midterm finals and we will do 

the same thing again at the end of the second se-

mester in May. This is the third year we have 

done this and I believe it is a good thing for our 

students. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences: PTC’s will take 

place on March 14th and 15th which is after the 

3rd quarter has ended. They will go from 4:30 to 

8:00 each night. However, parents/guardians are 

encouraged to communicate with the teachers 

throughout the school year. 

Changes to Student Handbook: At a special 

board meeting on December 27, 2017, the Kim-

ball School board approved some changes to the 

grading scale, eligibility policy, late work policy, 

and Friday 10th period requirements. Additional 

information on these changes is included in this 

newsletter. 

NeSA Testing: Just like the Super Bowl is the 

culminating event for the NFL, the NeSA Tests 

are the culminating event for students in grades 3 

through 8. Our students and our schools are 

compared to other students and schools across 

Nebraska and it is extremely important that our 

students give their best effort on these tests! 

This year the junior high students will be taking 
these assessments on Tuesday, April 10th and 

Thursday, April 12th. 

ACT Test for all Juniors: For the second year, 

in place of the NeSA Test, all Juniors will be tak-

ing the ACT Test. This is a tremendous oppor-

tunity for our students as the ACT test is tied to 

scholarships and admissions into colleges and uni-

versities across the Midwest. Just like NeSA it is 

extremely important that our students give a 

great effort. The test will be given to all juniors 

on Tuesday, April 3rd. 

Communication: Good communication is a 

necessity in running a school. If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns, please con-

tact me, Gene Hanks, at 235-4861 or come to 

my office which is always open. 

 

Tobacco Free School Grounds 

     Kimball Public Schools declares all school property to be 

tobacco-free. This includes not only the buildings, but the 

sidewalk and parking lot areas outside our buildings as well.  

     We appreciate your help in meeting this goal and request 

that when you attend school events, including athletic events 

and/or practices, that you refrain from the use of tobacco 
products including: cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, and/or 

vapor products. Being a role-model does have a positive im-

pact on our young people. Thank you for your cooperation! 
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You Should: 

 Emphasize the proper ideals of sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and fair play. 

 Eliminate negative comments which tend to destroy the best values of the game. 

 Stress the values derived from playing the game fairly. 

 Show cordial courtesy to visiting teams, fans, coaches, and officials. 

 Respect the integrity and judgment of sports’ officials and the calls they make. 

 Eliminate criticism of coaches; this only diminishes your childs respect and has no 

place in high school athletics. 

 Achieve a thorough understanding and acceptance of the rules of the game and 

standards of eligibility. 

 Recognize that the purpose of athletics is to promote the physical, mental, moral, 

social, and emotional well being of the individual players. 

 Remember an athletic contest is only a game—not a matter of life or death for a 

player, coach, school, official, fan, community, state, or nation. 

 

The following information regarding a code of 

conduct for parents and fans is a compilation 

from several schools throughout the country. 

Kimball Public Schools strives to encourage good sportsmanship through-

out our athletic programs, and this includes good fan behavior. We expect 

all spectators at our contests to be respectful of players, coaches, officials, 

and other spectators. Fans are encouraged to applaud the efforts of their 

team and should not engage in any behavior that is critical, distracting, or 

derogatory toward opponents or officials. We believe it is imperative to let 

the players play, coaches coach, and officials call the game. Fans can be an 

"extra person" for their squad, supporting and cheering on their side in a 

positive manner. Our school will not permit inappropriate language and/or 

any behavior that detracts from the proper conduct of the game or disad-

vantages a player or team. Thank you in advance for your positive support! 
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