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 Kimball Public Schools will 

be opening the doors to a new 

year of learning on August 17th 

with classes running from 8:00 am 

to 1:00 pm on that day. It is an 

exciting time for our staff, faculty, 

students, and families. To facilitate 
the transition of new students, we 

urge you to register prior to the 

first day of school at either Mary 

Lynch Elementary (PK-6th) or the 

Jr/Sr High School (7th-12th). Pre-

registration is encouraged on 

August 14th but can also take 

place on the 15th or 16th if 

necessary. There will also be an 

orientation for new students in 

grades 7-12 at 7:00 pm and an open 

house for all elementary students 

at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, August 15. 

 Families that qualify to use a 

route bus are encouraged to call 

(308) 235-2123 on or before 

August 10th to determine pick-up 
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and drop-off times. 

 There will be some new 

staff members to greet the students 

and all staff are listed in this 

newsletter. We will also continue 

to implement Positive Behavior 

interventions and Supports PBiS 

and work to promote good 

sportsmanship from our students, 

staff, coaches, parents, and fans. 

Fall sports will begin 

soon. The first day of 

practice for all high 

school sports will be 

on Monday, August 7.  

 

This year we are im-

plementing random 

drug testing for stu-

dents involved in extra

-curricular activities. 

Head coaches are: 
 

FB-Ben Aarestad 

VB-Jeri Ferguson 

CC-Tiffany Johnson 
GG-Katie Culek 

 

Remember that all 

athletes must have 

a physical complet-

ed before they can 

participate. Parents 

are also encouraged to 

check their health in-

surance policies to de-

termine if their policy 

covers interscholastic 

athletics. A very rea-

sonable insurance poli-

cy is available through 

the school for those 

who need insurance. 

Junior high sports will 

begin after school 

starts and will be held 

during the last period 

of the day. 

 

For any additional in-

formation, contact the 

Athletic Director, Ken 

Smith at 235-4861. 

Phone Numbers 

District Office: 235-2188 

Jr/Sr High School: 235-4861 

Mary Lynch: 235-4696 

Transportation: 235-2123 

School Website 

www.kpslonghorns.org 
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Alert Now 
Activity passes for all regular 

home games will be available 

at the District Office. Prices 

are as follows: 

   $75 - Two Parent Family 

   $65 - Adult Couple 

   $50 - Single Parent Family 
   $40 - Single Adult 

   $20 - K-12 Student 

 

Senior Passes are available 

for those age 62 or older 

who reside in the district. 

KPS Website and Digital  Calendar  

The school’s All-Call System is known 

as “Alert Now” and all families may 

have multiple phone numbers listed in 

the Alert Now notification system. 

People who need to have their num-

bers updated need to call Mary Lynch 

at 235-4696, Kimball Jr/Sr High School 

at 235-4861, or Kristy at the Superin-

tendent’s office at 235-2188. Also, if 

you would like your number removed 

from the system, please call one of the 

numbers listed above.—Thank you! 

Kimball Public Schools has a new website at www.kpslonghorns.org 

Please check it out.  Once again, we will be using a digital calendar in 

order to  provide the community the most up to date information re-

garding activities. Using a paper calendar is effective until changes are 

made, and then it becomes obsolete.  This upgrade allows users to ac-

cess information that may have been recently changed.  Access is 

available through the Kimball Website under Calendars, or the follow-

ing link can be used: www.kpslonghorns.org/vcalendar/ - Please check 

the online calendar often or add it to your own digital calendar.   

Regarding our school website and the digital calendar, we would ap-

preciate any feedback you are willing to provide. Please contact Su-

perintendent Marshall Lewis at (308) 235-2188 with any suggestions, 

concerns, benefits, questions, or clarifications. 

Activity Passes Current Cafeteria Prices 

Breakfast: 

 K-6 $1.75 

 7-12 $2.00

 Reduced $  .30 

 Adult $2.45 

Lunch: 

 K-6 $2.75 

 7-12 $3.00 

 Reduced $  .40 

 Adult $3.45 

Summer Breakfast: 

     18 & Under FREE 

     Adult $1.50 

Summer Lunch: 

     18 & Under FREE 

     Adult $3.00 
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Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports 

Kimball Public 

Schools is in the 

sixth year of im-

plementing PBiS 

at both Mary 

Lynch and Kim-

ball Jr/Sr High School. It all started when 

the staff was asked to come up with three 

to five umbrella goals and they came up 

with four good ones. These umbrella goals 

include: Respect, Responsibility, Effort, and 

Safety. The staff then used these umbrella 
goals to come up with desired expecta-

tions for the students. These expectations 

are stated in a positive manner, for exam-

ple: “Students will walk in the hallway” in-

stead of “Do NOT run in the hallway.” 

There are different and unique expecta-

tions for various places in the school such 

as: classroom, hallway, lunch room, riding 

the bus...etc. These expectations are 

taught by all the teachers to all the stu-

dents in a uniform manner using the same 

lesson plan. Staff members then reward 

students (both verbally and tangibly) when 

students are meeting the desired expecta-

tions. 
 

Instead of just focusing on negative behav-

ior, the goal of PBiS is to encourage posi-

tive behavior. However, students still re-

ceive discipline and consequences for im-

proper behavior. It is a three to five year 

process to fully implement PBiS, however, 

schools that have implemented PBiS with 

fidelity have seen a dramatic reduction in 

behavior referrals to the office and an in-

crease in student achievement and that is 

ultimately what KPS is looking for at this 

time. 
An expectation Matrix can be found in the 

Parent/Student Handbook on the website! 

PBiS Overview: What is PBiS? 

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBiS) 

is an evidence-based, data-informed process that 
works to increase student achievement, school at-

tendance, and school success while decreasing chal-

lenging student behaviors. By working together, stu-

dents, staff, and parents can help create a safer 

more effective environment. 

 

Behavior expectations are defined, taught, and re-

viewed with all students. The expectations are post-

ed throughout the school in designated areas. 

 

We encourage parents to 

use the same expectations 

and rules that the school 

teaches. This common lan-

guage creates consistency 

and a unified support for ex-

pected student behavior. 

Goal of PBiS 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines discipline 

as “training that is expected to produce a specific 

character or pattern of behaviors, especially training 

that produces moral or mental improvement.” This 

is the focus of PBiS in Kimball. Like reading and 

math, behavior can be taught and the ultimate goal 

is to prevent or at least reduce problem behaviors 

while creating more positive learning environments 

for all students. 

PBiS… 

 Benefits all students and is not limited to any par-

ticular group. 
 Approaches behavior in a proactive way by teach-

ing appropriate behaviors. 

 Fosters positive adult-to-student relationships. 

 Supports KPS School Improvement Goals. 

 Is focused on improving academic achievement 

through creating a safe and positive environment. 
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Info for Start of School 
Ride the Bus to School - In an effort 

to provide the safest routes to school, Kimball 

Public Schools will be running an in-town bus 

route for the 2017-18 school year that eliminates 

the need for students to cross the major road-

ways that run through the city of Kimball. High-

ways 71 and 30 are major arteries of traffic that 

are very valuable for our community, but pose a 

risk to students on their way to and from school. 

To mitigate the dangers inherent with crossing 

busy streets, stops in all quadrants of the city have 

been developed. Although the crossing zones still 

exist and may be used, the safest option is to use 

a bus stop as there will be no crossing guard  at 

these locations this year. Buses will also pick up 

students at each building when school dismisses at 

the end of each day. Safe loading areas as well as 

high concentrations of student riders have both 

helped to determine where to place the stops. 

Included in the newsletter (page 18) is an in town 

map to locate which bus stop may work best for 

you. We also ask for your patience and input on 

how to best serve our students. For additional 

information call Gregg at 235-2123. 

   A nearly total eclipse will pass 

over Western Nebraska on Au-

gust 21st. This is an opportunity 

for our students to experience 

something they may never wit-

ness again. Kimball Public 

Schools will make available to 

our students viewing glasses de-

signed for this event. These are 

similar to the “old school” 3D 

glasses made of cardboard. 

Viewing of an eclipse is an ex-

ceptional learning experience, 

but it comes with some risks as 

well. Direct viewing of the sun 

without precautions can lead to 

eye damage, and therefore we 

are asking for parents and 

guardians to determine whether 

or not their students will be al-

lowed to participate.  

   On the next page in this 

newsletter are two different re-

lease forms. You can allow your 

student to either OPT-IN or 

OPT-OUT of the viewing. We 

would like one of these on file 

for each and every student be-

fore the 21st. A full sized copy 

of each form will also be sent 

home with each student at the 

start of the school year. 

    In order to help you under-

stand the risks associated with 

an eclipse viewing, NASA has 

provided information which is 

included on page 5 of this news-

letter and incorporated into 

each of the OPT-IN or OPT-

OUT forms. You can also go to 

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/faq 

to obtain additional information.  

Solar Eclipse 
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           Notes from Mr. Hanks 
Start of a New School 

Year: Now that August is 

upon us, it is time to start 

thinking about getting 

ready for another suc-

cessful school year. We 

have several  things to 

highlight including new 

windows on the east and west side of the build-

ing. We will continue to be a tobacco and smoke

-free building and the board has adopted a ran-

dom drug-testing policy for students in grades 7-

12 who participate in extra-curricular activities. 

We are continuing with Blended Ed and are im-

plementing CANVAS which is a Learning Manage-
ment System (LMS). We have also purchased ad-

ditional Chromebooks for four classrooms.  

 

School Hours: This year school will begin at 

8:05 and dismiss at 3:35 for each day of the week 

including Friday. However, students that are 

passing all classes will be allowed to leave at 2:30 

on Fridays. Once again, the junior high schedule 

will be three minutes earlier and run from 8:02 

to 3:32. Reminder that the 1st day of school 

will dismiss at 1:00 p.m.  

 

First Day Paperwork: On the first day of 

school, students receive several documents that 

need to be signed and returned to the office. 

Please help us out by signing and returning the 

paperwork as soon as possible. Thank you! 

New Staff Members: We will be welcoming 

seven new faces to the Jr/Sr High School: 
  

 Ben Aarestad—7-12 Physical Education 

 Jennifer Coleman—Para 

 Wendy Hansen—HS Art/Publications 

 Ashley Heidemann—HS English 

 Scott Muir—JH Social Studies 

 Liz Rasmussen—JH Science 

 Jarrod Willimas—7th Grade Computers 
  

Eligibility Policy: We have had a number of 

students take advantage of the fact that they are 

allowed to turn in late work. We will once again 

begin the year with our “No F” Eligibility Policy 

where students in grades 7-12 will need to main-
tain passing grades in ALL classes in order to be 

eligible for extra-curricular activities.  However, 

the staff, administration, and school board will be 

looking at possible changes to take effect by the 

end of the 1st quarter or 1st semester. 

 

Home Room: Once again, we will have a home 

room between 3rd and 4th periods. This will also 

be the period for Jazz Band and Show Choir. Stu-

dents will watch a current events news program, 

and use the remainder of the period for reading. 

 

Communication: Good communication is a 

necessity in running a school. If you have any 

questions, comments, or concerns, please con-

tact me, Gene Hanks, at 235-4861 or come to 

my office which is always open. 

Update Contact Info for Infinite Campus 
 

If you have changed addresses, changed phone 

numbers, and/or have any other changes in con-

tact information, please update this information in 

Infinite Campus by contacting the school: 

  

 Mary Lynch—235-4696 

 Jr/Sr High—235-4861 

 

Also, parents/guardians can contact the school to 

set up a password to gain access to Infinite Cam-

pus and keep track of your students’ grades.  

7th Grade and New Student Orientation 

Tuesday, August 15th 

7:00 p.m. in Harry McNees Auditorium 

K-6 Open House at Mary Lynch 

Tuesday, August 15th 

6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
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Kimball Public Schools Staff Directory 
Board of Education 

Lynn Vogel - President 

Clint Cornils - Vice President 

Heather Norberg - Secretary 

Carrie Tabor - Treasurer 

Brad Reader - Member 

Matthew Shoup - Member 

 

Administration 

Marshall Lewis - Superintendent 

Gene Hanks - H.S. Principal 

Mike Mitchell - Elem. Principal 

Jamie Soper - Special Services 

 

Directors 

Ken Smith - Activities Director 

Travis Terrill - Technology 

Kim Beyer - Curriculum/Assess 

Danessa Terrill - Food Service 

Gregg Fossand - Transportation     

 & Buildings and Grounds 

Dan Snyder - Maintenance 

Emily Stull - School Nurse 

 

Administrative Assistants 

Harold Farrar - Business Manager 

Kristy Hanks - District  Office 

 Administrative Assistant 

Deb Bourlier - Mary Lynch  

 Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Faden - Jr/Sr High        

 Administrative Assistant 

Jen Wise - Attendance Secretary 

 

Mary Lynch Teachers 

Kaeleigh Muir - Pre-K 

Tiffani Dea - Kindergarten 

Sarah Parsons - Kindergarten 

Jennifer Sladky - Kindergarten 

Cathy Flores - 1st Grade 

Kelli Patterson - 1st Grade 

Denelle Kosterman - 2nd Grade 

Jamie Murdoch - 2nd Grade 

Ben Ferguson - 3rd Grade 

Katie Fryda - 3rd Grade 

Kevin Kilgore - 4th Grade 

Chelsie Autrey - 4th Grade 

Carma Weisbrook - 5/6th Grade 

Laurie Janicek - 5/6th Grade 

Bernie Walker - 5/6th Grade 

Amy McManigal - 5/6th Grade 

Sheilla Dea - Special Education 

Heidi Chesley - Special Education 

Judy Walker - Title I 

Beth Brown - Speech Pathologist 

Amanda Culek - Reading Specialist 

Dane Wurdeman - Physical Ed 

Jarrod Williams - Computers 

Jacob Hoffman - Music 

Kristi Hiles-Smith - Music 

Cynthe Staehr - Library 

Jim Reeves - Counselor 

 

Jr/Sr High Teachers 

Ben Aarestad - Physical Ed 

Wade Brashear - Bus/Computers 

Krissy Bush - Special Education 

Katie Culek - English 

Luke Dea - Social Studies 

Jeri Ferguson - Social Studies 

Wendy Hansen - Art/Publications 

Ashley Heidemann- English 

Kristi Hiles-Smith - Instrumental 

 Music 

Jacob Hoffman - Vocal Music 

Tiffany Johnson - Special Education 

Stephanie Kitchens - Math 

Christine Lewis - Spanish 

Luke Maas - Science 

Vicki Mitchell - Science 

Gene Mohr - Industrial Tech 

Carolyn Montgomery - English 

Scott Muir - Social Studies 

Liz Rasmussen - Science 

Danielle Reader - Math 

Mary Schutz - Family Consumer 

 Science 

Ken Smith - Social Studies 

Cynthe Staehr - Library 

Sally Wheeler - Vocational    

 Agriculture 

Fred Williams - Math 

Jarrod Williams - Bus/Computers 

Chauncey Pedersen - Counselor 

 

 

 

 

Support Staff 

Annette Morgan - Para 

Tammy Shields - Para 

Amira Moore - Para 

Jennifer Coleman - Para 

Amanda Faust - Para 

Amy Hajek - Para 

Marci Muneio - Para 

Pam Hayden - Para 

Corrie Nagel - Para 

Trista Wurdeman - Para 

Missy Moritz - Para 

Julia McGinnis - Para 

Shannon Klemt - Custodian 

Dwane Christman - Custodian 

Linda Helman - Custodian 

Ryan Hart - Custodian 

Marlene Walker - P/T Custodian 

Shawnna Allen - Food Service 

Carol Williams - Food Service 

Vickie Kaczar - Food Service 

Sarah Malson - Food Service 

Heather Drake - Food Service 

Carolyn Fletcher - Volunteer 

 

Transportation 

Larry Pahl - Activity Bus Driver 

Brittany Cook - Route Driver 

Lorri Norberg - Route Driver 

Sheri Roberds - Route Driver 

Karen Hottell - Route Driver 

Mike Schepker - Van Driver 

 

Phone Numbers 

District Office: 235-2188 

Jr/Sr High School: 235-4861 

Mary Lynch: 235-4696 

Transportation: 235-2123 
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2017-18 Fall Sports Schedules 

Aug 24 

Sept 1 

Sept 8 

Sept 15 

Sept 22 

Sept 29 

Oct 6 

Oct 13 

Oct 20 

@ N. Platte 

@ Gordon 

Mitchell 

@ Imperial 

Hershey 

@ Bridgeport 

Bayard 

St. Pats 

@ Valentine 

6:00 MT 

6:00 MT 

7:00 MT 

7:00 MT 

6:30 MT 

5:00 MT 

7:00 MT 

6:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

Varsity Football 

JV Football 

Aug 28 

Sept 11 

Sept 18 

Sept 25 

Oct 2 

Oct 9 

Oct 16 

@ Burns 

@ Sidney 

@ Bridgeport 

@ Bayard 

Mitchell 

Pine Bluffs 

Torrington 

4:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

6:00 MT 

6:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

Junior High Football 

Aug 29 

Sept 1 

Sept 8 

Sept 16 

Sept 21 

Sept 28 

Oct 5 

Oct 6 

Oct 12 

Oct 20 

@ Scottsbluff 

@ Gering 

HOME 

@ Alliance 

@ Ogallala 

@ Gothenburg 

@ Grant/SPVA 

@ Mitchell/WTC 

Districts 

State @ UNK 

4:45 pm 

1:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

9:00 am 

4:00 pm 

2:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

11:00 am 

TBA 

TBA 

High School Volleyball 

Augt31 

Sept 5 

Sept 7 

Sept 9 

Sept 12 

Sept 14 

Sept 19 

Sept 21 

Sept 26 

Sept 28 

Oct 3 

Oct 5 

Oct 10 

Oct 14 

Oct 16 
Oct 17 

Oct 21 

Oct 23 

Oct 24  

Oct 30/31 

B’port 

@ B’port 

P-D/Mit 

@ G-R 

@ H’ford 

@ Pine Bl 

Hershey 

@ Sidney 

@ H’burg 

@ Burns 

@ P-D 

Morrill 

@ Ch. Co 

SPVA 

@ B’port 
Perk. Co 

WTC 

@ Morrill 

@ Sidney 

Subdistrict 

FRV 

V 

V 

RV 

V 

FRV 

FRV 

RV 

R 

FRV 

RV 

FRV 

FRV 

V 

F 
FRV 

V 

FR 

FRV 

V 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

8:00 am 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

10:00 am 

4:00 pm 
4:00 pm 

10:00 am 

4:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

TBA 

Junior High Volleyball 

TBA 

Sept 11 

Sept 14 

Sept 19 

Sept 25 

Oct 2 

Oct 5 

Oct 9 

Oct 12 

Pine Bluffs 

Sidney 

@ Leyton 

@ Mitchell 

@ Mitchell 

Bridgeport 

Gering 

Bayard 

@ Morrill 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

5:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

4:00 pm 

Cross Country 

Sept 5 

Sept 12 

Sept 21 

Sept 28 

Oct 10 

Hemingford 

Bridgeport 

@ Mitchell 

Bayard 

@ Bridgeport 

4:00 MT 

4:00 MT 

5:00 MT 

4:00 MT 

4:00 MT 

Girls Golf 

Aug 22 

Aug 24 

Aug 29 

Aug 31 

Sept 7 

Sept 12 

Sept 19 

Sept 21 

Oct 2 or 3 

Oct 9/10 

@ Sidney 

@ Bayard/WTC  

HOME 

@ Chappell 

@ Mitchell 

@ Gering 

@ Ogallala 

@ Bridgeport 

Districts 

State 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

9:00 am 

TBA 

TBA 

Always Strive to Practice 

Good Sportsmanship! 
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Student Fee Policy 
 The Kimball Public School Board of Education has 

adopted a policy relating to student fees. Students who quali-

fy for reduced or free lunch programs may apply for a waiver 

of student fees or specialized equipment. 

 

 A school district may charge students fees or require 

students to provide specialized equipment. However, stu-

dents who wish to qualify for a waiver for one of the fees 

required or for the purchase of specialized equipment may 

apply for a waiver in the following areas: 

 

1. Participation in extracurricular activities, including extra-

curricular music courses. 

2. Admission fees and transportation charges for spectators 

attending extracurricular activities. 
3. Postsecondary education costs, limited to tuition and fees 

associated with obtaining credits from the postsecondary 

institution. 

4. Transportation fees for option students not qualifying for 

free lunches and nonresident students as allowed by state 

statute. 

5. Copies of student files or records as allowed by state 

statute. 

6. Reimbursement to the district for property lost or dam-

aged by the student. 

7. Before and after school or pre-kindergarten services in 

accordance with state statute. 

8. Summer school or night school. 

9. Breakfast and lunch programs. 

 

 Please contact Marshall Lewis, Superintendent of 

Schools, for information on qualifying or questions relating to 

student fees. 

Title IX Notice 
Kimball Public Schools do not dis-

criminate against any person be-

cause of race, gender, religious be-

liefs, age, national origin, color, or 

handicap. Any individual who feels 

his or her Title IX rights have been 

violated may make complaint 

through the district’s complaint 

procedures. These forms can be 

obtained from any administrative 

office and/or with Mr. Michael 

Mitchell, the district’s Title IX com-

pliance officer. 

Handicapped Student Notice 

 In compliance with State 

and Federal regulations the Kimball 

Public Schools are actively seeking 

handicapped students between 0-21 

years of age who reside in this dis-

trict. 

 

 If you have a handicapped 

child or know of one who may 

need services, please notify your 

local administrator: 

 

Jamie Soper - (308) 235-2188 

Remember that when drop-

ping off your child at Mary 

Lynch, this is considered a  

“Hug and Go Zone”  Asbestos Notification 
 The Federal Government 

has instituted laws which mandate 

school districts to identify and 

manage asbestos or asbestos-

containing materials in the 

schools. As a result of this man-

date, Kimball Public Schools have 

been inspected and have formulat-

ed a management plan to insure 

that the schools remain a safe and 

healthy environment for the stu-

dents. 

 General recommendations 

and detailed descriptions of the 

management plan are on file in 

each building and in the superin-

tendent’s office and are open for 

inspection to all interested pa-

trons. The law requires that all 

patrons are notified of this man-

agement plan at least once per 

year and safety measures institut-

ed. If you have any questions or 

concerns please notify Marshall 

Lewis, Asbestos Program Manag-

er. 
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