
Elementary II 
What to Expect 

Dear Parents, 

We are very much looking forward to a new year in Elementary II. We are here to 
support you throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to reach out with any 
questions you may have. Below outlines some information about life in ELII.  

Typical Daily Schedule 

Specialist Schedule 

8:15 - 8:30am Arrivals (*Arrivals on Wednesdays are from 8:45 - 9:00 am) 

8:30 - 11:30am Work and lesson time: Students receive new small group 
lessons in either math or grammar (depending on the day) 
and work on daily and long term assignments from all four 
areas of the curriculum.

11:30 - 12:00pm Group history or science lessons (depending on the day) 

12:00 -  12:30pm Recess

12:30 - 1:00pm Lunch

1:00 - 3:10pm Independent Learning Projects (6th years), Writers’ Workshop, 
Science Lab, Drop Everything and Read, and 
Specialist Classes (depending on the day of the week) 

3:10 - 3:25pm Dismissals

Monday Spanish & Agriculture

Tuesday Music & Drama

Wednesday Physical Education

Thursday The Shop & Art

Friday Spanish & Reading Round-Up



Drop-Off and Pick-Up: 

The drop-off window for Elementary II students is from 8:15 - 8:30 am on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Each Wednesday, there will be a delayed start, and 
the drop-off window will be 8:45 - 9:00 am. All ELII Parents will enter the main 
entrance of campus and bear right to pull down the hill into the ELII drop off line. 
Children get themselves out of the vehicle, gather their belongings, and walk 
into the classroom independently. 

If you arrive after the drop-off window, you must come to the main office and 
sign your child into school. The office will notify the classroom to unlock the 
doors and meet the child at the door. 

The pick-up window for Elementary II is from 3:10 - 3:25 pm. 

Snack & Lunch 

Children bring their own snack to school. Elementary II students choose when to 
have their snack. Due to allergy concerns, students are prohibited from sharing 
food with their classmates.  

Lunch is from 12:30 - 1:00 pm. ELII has microwaves for students to heat up 
lunches as desired.  

Allergies are handled on an individual basis, according to the children’s needs 
and individualized health plan. All staff are trained in Pediatric CPR, First Aid, and 
administration of medication. The school nurse will be the main point of contact 
to discuss student allergies. The school nurse will be the main point of contact 
when discussing student allergies. She can be reached at alyssal@bfarm.org.  

PEANUT ALERT: Our ELII classrooms are not peanut free. We understand more 
and more children are being identified as being allergic to peanut products. This 
is one reason why children are not allowed to share or trade food items with 
each other. 

Homework: 

Homework is assigned starting the second week of school.  It will be assigned on 
Thursday and will be due on the following Wednesday. Students can expect 
approximately 10 minutes per grade per night plus 20 minutes of reading per 
night.  This will fluctuate during times of large-scale projects. Typical homework 
will include math, grammar, reading, spelling, and occasional cultural and 
science assignments. 
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Classroom Discipline: 

Minor disagreements and infractions are handled through classroom discussion 
and mediation. Bigger issues are handled according to the school policy that is 
outlined in our Parent Handbook.  

Volunteer Opportunities: 

We look to parents to help us with chaperoning field trips, organizing holiday 
events, and helping with events such as Field Day and Montessori Parent 
Association events. If you are interested in volunteering, please email 
communication@bfarm.org.   

Classroom Observations: 

New and returning students’ parents are encouraged to schedule a classroom 
observation time (about one hour in the fall and spring). Please reach out to the 
classroom teacher to schedule a time or please call the Front Desk (x10). 
Observing a working classroom will help parents understand and appreciate how 
Montessori education works in practice and facilitate insight into our educational 
goals and strategies. Follow-up questions for the teachers should be sent via 
email, or shared at conference time, rather than during the observation. 

Communication: 

In urgent circumstances, call the Front Desk at Ext. 10. For non-emergency 
communication, our communication folder system and emails work best. Please 
allow 24 hours for an email response.  

Please read the communication flyer included in this summer mailing for more 
information on Bay Farm school and teacher communication. 

Rachael Belsan 
rachael.Belsan@bfarm.org 

Gina Bennette 
gina.Bennette@bfarm.org  

Shannon Paull 
ShannonP@bfarm.org 
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Elementary II  
School Supplies 

Composition notebook – cover design is student’s choice (free-writing journal)  

Blue Composition notebook for language and Red Composition notebook and a 
graph paper notebook for math  

Green Composition notebook for science, Black Composition notebook for cultural 
studies  

4 Poly 2-pocket folders with prongs (1 each of these colors: blue, red, green, 
and black) 

1 folder for unfinished work 

Day Planner for managing daily/weekly/ongoing assignments (Your child will be 
provided with a planner at the start of the year. They may use their own as the year 
progresses)  

1 package of college-ruled loose leaf paper  

2 boxes of regular pencils and mechanical pencils/lead (optional)  

1 pair of scissors  

12 inch ruler  

1 box of colored pencils  and 1 box of colored markers 

1 set of highlighters 

3 erasers (white gum erasers are preferred)  

4 glue sticks  

3 packs of index cards  

1 sturdy vinyl 2-pocket homework folder  

1 reusable water bottle (for hydration throughout the day)  

1 reusable cup to keep at school 

1 pair of slippers/indoor shoes  

1 pencil case to store everyday supplies.  

One 1 inch green binder for Science 

One package of clear Post It Notes 

Students will be responsible for keeping and sanitizing their own supplies; they  may need to 
bring in more supplies as they run out.  Please put your child’s name on all items with a 
Sharpie marker. 
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