
Toddler House | What to Expect 
Dear Toddler House Parents, 

This is an exciting year for you and your child! We are thrilled that your little one 
will be a part of the Bay Farm Toddler House. Below is some information that 
should answer any questions you have about life in the Toddler House and 
preparing for the school year. We are here to support you, so please do not 
hesitate to reach out with additional questions.  

Transition Days 
As you look at the calendar, you will notice that Toddler families participate in 
Transition Days prior to the first day of school. Transition Days allow toddlers to 
become comfortable in their environment, with the teachers, and other children, 
which in turn helps them to separate a bit more easily on the first day of school.  

What Transition Days look like: 
• Wednesday, September 7: You will spend one hour in the classroom with your 

child.  
• Thursday, September 8: You will spend 30 minutes in the classroom with your 

child and then leave so that your child can spend 30 minutes alone in the 
classroom with their teachers.  

• Friday, September 9: You will drop-off your child for a full hour so that they 
spend one hour alone in the classroom with their teachers.  

As we approach the start of the year, your child’s Toddler teacher will be reaching 
out via email with your family’s scheduled times. We understand that finding 
time to attend Transition Days during a work week is difficult for some families. 
These are optional, but we highly encourage your attendance to make the 
transition to Toddler House a smoother and happier experience for your child. 
This also allows you to see the classroom space and observe your child in their 
new environment.  

What to Bring: 

Backpacks: Backpacks provide the primary vehicle for any written 
communication between parent and school. Please purchase a medium-sized 
backpack (instead of large, wheeled backpacks or tiny animal-shaped packs) 
with a zipper pocket in the front for papers. Help us keep you informed by 
keeping the communication channels open. Please remember to check your 
backpack daily for messages, and we will do the same. 



Photos: All children should bring a photo of themselves as well as a family photo 
to the first day of Toddler Transition Days, Wednesday, September 7. The photo of 
themselves will be displayed above each child’s coat hook. The children really 
enjoy this, and it will also help them find their hook. The family photo will be used 
in a photo book kept in the classroom. The children love looking at this photo 
book throughout the day.  

Clothing Needs: On the first day of Toddler Transition Days, you should bring a 
complete set of extra clothes (shorts, t-shirts, socks, underwear, slippers). These 
will be kept at school. The shorts and t-shirt will be sent home in the fall to be 
replaced by long pants and a long-sleeved shirt. During potty training, at least 
five changes of underwear, pants, and socks may be needed daily. Any wet or 
soiled clothing will be bagged and placed in the backpack. Please replace soiled 
clothing as needed. 

Diapers: Please bring a supply of diapers to the first day of Toddler Transition 
Days, each diaper individually labeled with your child’s name. We prefer to use 
disposable diapers. Please avoid pull-ups in favor of traditional cloth underwear. If 
you want wipes and ointment used, please label, supply, and send with a note 
giving the school permission to apply. You will receive a note from the teacher 
when it is time to replace items, prior to our supply running out. 

Nap Supplies: Toddlers staying for nap will need a crib sheet to cover their 
individual mats and a small blanket which can be kept at school for the week. 
Typically these will be sent home on Fridays for laundering. We discourage 
sharing, to avoid spreading illness, so please label with initials. It is easier to keep 
a labeled pacifier at school if needed for nap, rather than transport daily.  

Outerwear: We go outside daily. All toddlers need a complete set of outerwear, 
including a snowsuit (one piece snowsuits are easier than a top and bottom), hat, 
mittens, and boots. Please note that we do not stay inside with one child, so we 
will be going outside with the entire classroom.  

Snack and Lunch: 

Snack: Snack is as much a part of the classroom curriculum and learning 
experience as any other activity. Snack in our classrooms are a time of 
nourishment of several kinds. It is a time we share in the community of being 
together. We practice the grace and courtesy of thoughtfulness and hospitality in 
the preparation and presentation of our food. Each Toddler House family is asked 
to provide a healthy snack for their child's entire class of 9 throughout the year on 
a rotating schedule. You will receive a letter and schedule from your child's 
teacher at the start of the school year.  



Snack suggestions include packets of whole wheat organic crackers, graham 
crackers, cheese crackers, blocks of cheese, small individual cups of yogurt (we 
would like to avoid pouches), cups of apple/fruit sauce, bags of apples, grapes cut 
in half, berries, bananas, boxes of raisins, whole melon, small frozen whole wheat 
waffles or pancakes with pure maple syrup, nut butter, or a similar type of spread, 
bags of breads/bagels for toasting or spreading, dry cereal, and nut free granola 
or granola bars/breakfast bars. We also ask that when it is your time for snack you 
also bring in a box of cereal like LIFE or Cheerios.  Snacks to avoid: peanuts, 
peanut products, popcorn, uncut grapes, hotdogs, celery, cupcakes, cookies, 
candy.  

Lunch: All Full-Day students who remain at school past 12:00 pm should bring 
their lunch to eat with the group. Lunchtime is a fun, social learning experience. 
Lunch should be in a lunch box with a drink in a reusable bottle/container. Please 
do not send in paper bags —ideally use recyclable plastic containers that can be 
easily opened.  Most children like to be involved and tend to eat more lunch if 
they are involved with the planning and packaging.  Please note that we do not 
force children to eat but rather encourage them. It helps to send foods that your 
child enjoys, is familiar with, and can eat in a reasonable amount of time (about 
20 minutes).  

PEANUT ALERT: More and more children are being identified as being allergic to 
peanut products. This is one reason why children are not allowed to share or 
trade food items with each other. 

Typical Daily Schedule 

8:30 - 8:45 am Arrivals 

8:30 - 10:30 am Work Cycle - Children move freely throughout the classroom, 
choosing what work materials and crafts they would like to work on

10:30 - 11:00 am Snack Time

11:00 - 12:00 pm Outdoor Time

12:00 pm Dismissal for Half-Day Students

12:00 - 12:30 pm Lunch for Full-Day Students

12:30 - 1:00 pm Clean up - Environment and self as well as set up for nap time

1:00 - 2:45 pm Nap Time

3:00 pm Dismissals



Toddler Specialists: 
Toddler Music Schedule: Each toddler classroom receives at least 30 minutes of 
music per week. Toddlers who attend five days per week will receive two sessions 
of 30 minute music classes from our Music Teacher, Alyssa Parsons.  

Reading Round-Up Schedule: Each toddler classroom receives a 30 minute visit 
from our Reading Round-Up Specialist, Kristen Boonisar. 

Classroom Observations:  
All parents are welcome to observe their child in their classroom. We strongly 
encourage scheduled observations. It is our preference that you call the Front 
Desk (x10) and make an appointment to observe so that we may manage the 
number of parents in the classroom at any one time. Where possible, we ask you 
to follow certain guidelines. During the first four weeks of your child’s immersion 
into the school classroom, or the beginning of the school year, we suggest you 
refrain from visiting your child’s classroom to facilitate the separation process. 
Stopping by to say “hi” for a few minutes can be a distraction for your child and 
others. We strongly encourage parents to visit for at least one hour in order to 
experience a meaningful observation. During observations, we ask that you take 
a “fly-on-the-wall” approach. Sit in an observer chair where you have a good view 
without interacting with the children more than necessary. 

Communication 
In urgent circumstances, please call the Front Desk at Ext. 10. For non-emergency 
communication, teachers are available via email. Please allow 24 hours for an 
email response.  
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PACKING LIST: 

• Medium Sized Backpack  
• Individual Photo of Your Child 
• Family Photo for the Classroom  
• Complete Set of Extra Clothes (labeled) 
• Complete Set of Outerwear (labeled)  
• Supply of Diapers (each diaper individually labeled) 
• Wipes and Ointment (labeled with permission note( 
• Crib Sheet for Individual Nap Mats, Pacifiers, Small Blankets for Nap Only (all 

labeled).


