
Children’s House | What to Expect 
Dear Children’s House Parents,  

We are excited for your child to be a part of the Bay Farm Montessori Children’s House 
this fall. Below is some information pertaining to life in Children’s House that you may 
find helpful. We are here to support you throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out with any questions.  

What to Bring: 

Clothing Needs: At the “All School Pancake Breakfast” on Friday, September 2, each child 
should bring a complete set of extra clothes (underwear, socks, slippers, shorts, t-shirt) in 
a labeled, plastic shoe box to be kept at school. The shorts and t-shirt will be sent home 
in the fall to be replaced by long pants and a long-sleeved shirt. Most parents want their 
children to remain dressed in the clothing in which they are sent to school wearing. We 
will allow and/or advise children to take off or add a sweater/sweatshirt based on weather 
changes. However, we will not force children to remove or add clothing.  

We will offer assistance (when needed) to help children change their clothes when they 
are soiled, wet, or uncomfortable. Sometimes when the weather changes abruptly, a 
child may need extra clothes. In these instances, we will first try the extra clothes box and 
if no appropriate clothes are available we will either allow the child to borrow extra 
clothes (when available) or call and request a change of clothes. Most parents are 
concerned when children either lose clothing or come home in another child’s clothing. 
We try to avoid changing children’s clothing except for the reasons described above.  

Please label all of your child’s clothing and belongings, so if an article of clothing is 
removed, it will get back on/to the right child. We encourage our students to change 
their own clothes and work on dressing skills and independence. We encourage 
independence. Please allow your child to dress him/herself at home and verbally 
encourage and direct him/her.  

Toilet Training: It is common for some of our incoming preschoolers to not yet be potty 
trained. If this is the case, we ask that you please bring in a supply of labeled diapers and 
wipes. Every child is different in their readiness for potty training. All of our Children’s 
House teachers are equipped to help facilitate the toilet training process.  

Photos: All children should bring a photo of themselves to the “All School Welcome Day.” 
The photos will be put on each child’s cubby door. The kids love this, and it will help them 
find their cubby in the classroom each day.  



Backpacks: Please purchase a medium-sized backpack (instead of large, wheeled 
backpacks or tiny animal-shaped packs) with a zipper pocket in the front. We will be 
providing a communication folder that will live in your child's backpack. This folder will 
help us keep communication channels open. Please remember to check your child’s 
backpack and communication folder daily for messages, and we will do the same.  

What Not to Bring: Please keep toys at home. Toys cause great stress, and frequently, 
tears, as ownership is paramount and sharing is sometimes impossible. We have enough 
materials, activities, and manipulatives to keep children stimulated and content.  

Snacks and Lunch:  

Snack: In Children’s House we have independent snack. The children are welcome to eat 
the specified snack anytime during the morning. They will learn to serve themselves, 
wait their turn, and practice social skills with their peers.  
** Each Children’s House family is asked to provide a healthy snack for the whole class 
twice a year. You will be receiving more information on snack routine and a snack 
schedule from your child’s teacher at the start of the school year. **  

Lunch: All full-day children remaining past 12:00 pm should bring in a healthy lunch to 
eat with the group. Lunchtime is a fun, social, learning experience. Lunch should be in a 
lunch box which includes several healthy food choices along with a healthy drink. Please 
do not send in paper bags or glass bottles—ideally, use recyclable, plastic containers. Try 
to pack food in containers which can be used again (plastic containers or thermos for 
leftovers like pasta, etc.). Most children like to be involved and tend to eat more lunch if 
they have something to do with the planning and packaging. Please label lunch box and 
all containers.  

We do not force children to eat, but rather encourage them. Please send foods that your 
child likes and can eat in a reasonable amount of time, about 20 minutes. 

PEANUT ALERT: More and more children are being identified as being allergic to peanut 
products. This is one reason why children are not allowed to share or trade food items 
with each other. 

Communication:  

What is the best way to communicate with the teachers? In urgent circumstances, 
call the Front Desk at Ext. 10. For non-emergency communication, our communication 
folder system and emails work best. Please read the communication flyer included in this 
summer mailing for more information on Bay Farm school and teacher communication.  



Drop-Off and Pick-Up:  
The drop-off window for Children’s House is from 8:30 – 8:45 am. There are two main 
drop-off points for Children’s House. Please drive up to the appropriate spot according to 
your child’s class and have your child’s belongings together and ready to give to the 
teacher. If you arrive after 8:45 am, please come to the office and sign your child into 
school. The office will notify the classroom and will escort your child to class.  

Students in Heron and Sandpiper will be dropped off by the rear entrance to the 
playground (there will be signs). Egret/Kingfisher/Osprey Egret students will enter 
through the orange doors of Children’s House (the entrances after the Great Room).  

We ask that you stay in your car during drop-off. Your child’s teacher will approach 
your vehicle and remove your child from the car. Please install any car seats on the left-
hand side of your vehicle to facilitate this process.  

The pick-up window for Children’s House is 12:00-12:15 pm for half-day students and 2:55 - 
3:10 pm for full-day students. Pick-Up will happen in the same location as drop off. Please 
stay in your car and your child’s teacher will escort your child to your car. Parents must 
buckle their children into their carseat.  

*If you have a sibling in the Toddler House or another Children’s House classroom, the 
office will be contacting you directly to assign an appropriate drop-off location.  

Volunteer Opportunities: We are excited to welcome parents back into the classroom 
this year. Keep an eye out for more information sent from your classroom teacher 
regarding opportunities to volunteer in the classroom. Typically these activities include 
cooking, reading, crafting, and more.  

Classroom Observations: All parents are welcome to observe their child in their 
classroom. We strongly encourage scheduled observations. It is our preference that you 
call the Front Desk (x10) and make an appointment to observe so that we may manage 
the number of parents in the classroom at any one time. Where possible, we ask you to 
follow certain guidelines. During the first four weeks of your child’s immersion into the 
school classroom, or the beginning of the school year, we suggest you refrain from 
visiting your child’s classroom to facilitate the separation process. Stopping by to say “hi” 
for a few minutes can be a distraction for your child and others. We strongly encourage 
parents to visit for at least one hour in order to experience a meaningful observation. 
During observations, we ask that you take a “fly-on-the-wall” approach. Sit in an observer 
chair where you have a good view without interacting with the children more than 
necessary.  



Children’s House Classrooms: 

Typically, a Children’s House classroom has 18-20 children with two teachers. 

PACKING LIST:  

• Complete Set of Extra Clothes (All Labeled) 

• Photo of Your Child for their Cubby  

• Lunch Box (with plastic containers and/or thermos) 

• Water Bottle  

• Crib Sheet and Blanket (for our nappers only). These will be sent home at the 

end of each week for laundering. 

Classroom Lead Teacher Assistant Teacher

Egret Kelley Knight 
KelleyK@bfarm.org

Katie Walsh 
katie.Walsh@bfarm.org

Kingfisher Jenny dos Santos  
JennyD@bfarm.org

Miriam Valenzuela 
MiriamV@bfarm.org

Osprey Julie Hurley, julie5@bfarm.org 
Kaitlyn Thompson, 

KaitlynT@bfarm.org

Kadi Hunter 
 KadiH@bfarm.org

Sandpiper Lori Churchill 
LoriC@bfarm.org

Cassie Ericson 
CassandraE@bfarm.org

Heron Norma Anthony  
NormaA@bfarm.org

Laura Anderson 
 LauraA@bfarm.org
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