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Our Mission: We work together to cultivate a vibrant Montessori learning communi-
ty where children are inspired to grow with joy, purpose, and compassion. Through 
the wonder of direct exploration, the satisfaction of engaged learning, and the inte-
gration of visual and performing arts, Bay Farm Montessori Academy students devel-
op the skills and sense of responsibility to be confident learners, eager to understand  

themselves and their world.
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From the  
Head of School
Conrad Wildsmith

The Bay Farm Story
You have probably heard or 
seen the words Joy, Purpose, 
and Compassion associated 
with Bay Farm. These words 
come from our mission state-
ment, and in many ways, as 
the following pages show, they 
encompass what we do. Behind 
these beautiful words and 
pictures, the Bay Farm Beat re-
veals something much deeper. 
We are constructing our own 
story, the Bay Farm story.

I used to teach an Upper Ele-
mentary writing class based on 
the short story. As my students 
learned, a story has a pro-
tagonist who makes the key 
decisions that affect the plot, 
influencing the story and pro-
pelling the narrative forward. 
All of a character’s thoughts 
and actions in a story form the 
character’s arc. In the Bay Farm 
story, our protagonists are the 
children, the teachers, and the 
parents. The protagonists in our 
story have their own arcs that 
intersect at times, run parallel 
at others, and have different 
peaks and troughs. If you pic-
ture each protagonist’s journey 
as a line, our school’s story is 
the combination of all of those 
lines put together. 

This edition of the Bay Farm 
Beat encapsulates many high-
lights of another vibrant school 
year. You can learn about our 
first Festival on the Farm and 
see the results of our first full 
year of children working in The 
Shop. These are examples of 

when our individual story arcs 
come together. Look deeper, 
though, and you will begin 
to understand the personal 
development of the characters 
that make up our story. These 
pages narrate the journey of 
young characters making jelly 
rolls in Toddler House for the 
first time, characters of all ages 
taking risks on the stage, im-
proving their confidence, and 
developing an understanding 
of themselves and the world. It 
is impossible to fully compre-
hend a story without develop-
ing a strong understanding of 
the characters. Understanding 
the people in any story means 
thinking deeply about their 
life experiences and hopes and 
dreams for the future.

Read the Bay Farm Beat care-
fully. Behind these beautiful 
words and pictures is a glimpse 
into the profound trajectory of 
some of these journeys. Our 
school’s story is the combina-
tion of all of those lines put to-
gether. We are constructing our 
own story, the Bay Farm story, 
which began in 1972 and has in-
volved thousands of characters 
and storylines. You are all part 
of this amazing 50-year story, 
the story of Bay Farm.
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Bay Farm Montessori is dedicated to providing in-depth, 
engaging Enrichment offerings each season. This Winter/
Spring we were pleased to host activities such as Gym-
nastics, Ballet, Calligraphy, Ocean Ecology, Cheffin’ with 
Shannon, Cross Country, Student Council, and more. 

Whether students were making pasta from scratch, fine- 
tuning their ballet skills, learning about marine biology , 
or working to raise money for organizations such as Cash 
for Refugees and the Plymouth Area Coalition for the 
Homeless, students had a great time building skills and 
making memories. 

Be on the look out for our Fall Enrichment offerings 
which will be announced later this summer as we 
approach the new school year. 

Winter/Spring Enrichment
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Top-Secret  
Personal  

Beeswax!
Students from Elementary I through Middle School 
came together to perform the school’s first enrich-

ment musical since 2019, Junie B. Jones Jr.  

Two sold-out performances featuring students from 
every Upper Campus class felt like a celebration of 

what we have accomplished, emerging victorious on 
the other side of a pandemic that brought the world, 

Bay Farm included, to its knees. 

Junie B. Jones - Charlotte Dickey, 
Daddy - Lauren Trulby, Mother - Leeila 
Branigan, Baby Ollie/ Callie - Cathryn 
Stanton, Tickle the Dog/Jenna - Kiirsta 
Shopshire, Lucille - Adde Sabados, Camille 
- Lucy Kaplan, Chenille - Julia Kaplan, 
Herbert - Marley Hamilton, Sheldon Potts 
- Sami Collentro, Madame Scary/Student- 
Rose Toffey, Gladys Gutzman/ Student 
- Dorotea Hunter,  Grace - Zoe Travers, 
Bobbi Jean Piper - Vanessa Govoni, May 
- Clara Duffany. Lennie - Stella Sabados, 
Jose - Anya Brooks, Shirley (Dance Cap-
tain) - Della Shelley, Angela- Madelyn 
Kane, Mr. Woo/JJ - Juliette Dickey. 
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Adventure

“This seems clear enough: When truly present 
in nature, we do use all our senses at the same 
time, which is the optimum state of learning.” 
- Richard Louv

Every year our Middle School 
students raise money for their 
end-of-year trip. This year the class 
traveled to Zoar Outdoor located in 
Charlemont, MA. 

This trip to Zoar Outdoor  
encompassed the growth that 
was so evident within the Middle 
School classroom. Students were 
responsible for planning out the 
entire week of meals, preparing 
grocery lists, shopping for grocer-
ies, packing efficiently, and then 
cooking all their meals, all while 
keeping the camp clean and orga-
nized. 

Their teamwork and camaraderie was witnessed at every turn. The group went kay-
aking, ziplined, enjoyed games and cabin storytelling, and so much more. What a 
great way to end the year. 
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On June 5, we hosted our first-annual Festival on the Farm! The 
main goal of this event was to bring the Bay Farm community 
together on campus to enjoy family-friendly activities, perfor-
mances, and to celebrate the 2021-2022 school year. 

With carnival games on the sport court, Vanessa Trein, MAD 
Science, and Todd the Magician performing in the Great Room, 
Touch-A-Trucks, and a dunk tank, it certainly was an afternoon 
to remember. 

We want to extend a big “Thank You” to all of our Room Parents 
for organizing the Raffle Baskets and to everyone who donated 
amazing items. As always, any donation to the Bay Farm Fund 
is appreciated and goes directly toward ensuring the program-
ming and experiences at Bay Farm are exceptional. 

We look forward to expanding on and hosting Festival on the 
Farm each year moving forward. 

T h i s  w a y  t o  > > > >
C u r r i c u l u m  C o r n e r
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Piping Plover: Michele McKale and Courtney Sheehan
Tern: Bridget Martin and Jenny Lobato
Snowy Owl: Chrissy Harrington and Rikki Churchill
Classroom Focus: routines, practical life, sensorial, language, math, art, and science

Winter into spring is such a magical time for our Toddler House classrooms.  There is a tremendous 
amount of growth in all areas of development, both physically and mentally. Our children have grown 
to fully understand and follow the daily classroom routines and have formed strong relationships with 
each other as well as the adults in their environment. Seeing the growth of these students from Septem-
ber to June is truly a rewarding experience. 

As you may know, throughout the year the activities found in the three toddler classrooms rotate each 
month. Each classroom is unique, and the work materials vary based on the developmental needs of 
the individuals in that classroom. However, there is a common theme assigned to each month. Themes 
during January through March reflect snow and the cold of the season, and as we entered spring, the 
themes were centered around nature and weather. 

In this second half of the year, our language section had arctic animals to explore with winter-themed 
language cards, books, and songs. For science exploration, we were very hands-on, working with ice 
and snow both inside and outside of the classroom.  One fun scientific experiment you could try at 
home would be trying to melt ice to “rescue” some arctic animals, using salt, warm water, baking soda 
and vinegar, and using something like a small mallet to break the ice open. 

These themes were applied to our practical life area as well. In doing practical life activities, the child 
can develop a high level of concentration, develop a sense of order, take pride in completing a job, 
increase independence, develop respect for his or her community, andd improve fine motor skills. This 
winter in our practical life area, we used pom-poms as snowballs and used a scoop to transfer each 
from one bowl to another or filled a clear container with pom-pom snow. Activities such as this may 
seem simple, but these motions really tune a child’s fine motor skills. 

Our math shelves are lined with winter-themed counting activities, such as mitten or icicle counting  
and various number puzzles. With the harsh weather, we did spend more time inside. As such we took 
advantage of the extra indoor time by preparing food or baking in the classroom.  A favorite recipes was 
baking crescent rolls and preparing them with various toppings and fillings. We also enjoyed baking 
muffins and making pancakes. Toddlers love to be involved with the preparation of food and also love 

to try to try their creations. Being a part of the food prep experience 
fosters independence in our littlest students. We encourage you to 
continue to include your toddler in snack or dinner prep this sum-
mer. 

Art is ever-present in the classroom with our continuing pro-
cess-based art projects.  The children loved to paint, color, and create 
each and every day.

As we entered Spring, our curriculum continued to reflect and 
change based on the developmental needs of each individual child. 
Within that developmental curriculum, we incorporate many spring-
themed concepts such as bugs, flowers, and weather-themed activi-
ties. As the weather improved we took excursions to see the animals, 
and spent some time on the Children’s House playground.  

Self-help skills were practiced throughout the year and seems to real-
ly take precedence during the last half of the school term. The chil-
dren, having worked so hard all winter with their boots, coats, hats, 
and mittens, always become quite skilled by spring and are always 
very proud of their accomplishments. 

It has been another magical year in the Toddler House. We wish our 
transitioning students who are headed to Children’s House the very 
best, and we can’t wait to welcome new toddlers to Tern, Snowy Owl, 
and Piping Plover this fall. Keep in touch! 

“Any child who is self-sufficient, who 
can tie his shoes, dress or undress 
himself, reflects in his joy and sense 
of achievement the image of human 
dignity, which is derived from a sense 
of independence.”
- Maria Montessori
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Children’s  House & Kindergarten
Osprey: Chrissy Brodeur & Kadi Hunter & Julie Hurley, Kingfisher: Jenny dos Santos 
& Miriam Valenzuela, Sandpiper: Lori Churchill & Cassandra Ericson, Heron: Norma 
Anthony & Laura Anderson, Egret: Kelley Knight & Kaitlyn Thompson
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As the seasons changed from Winter to Spring, so did the children. Regardless of age, each child grew tremen-
dously both academically and social-emotionally. Our first-year students became confident and comfortable 
with the classroom routines and structure. Their self-help skills further developed, and most children were 
dressing themselves with very little assistance from a teacher. They were able to serve themselves a snack and 
clean up after themselves. Choosing a work from the shelves became second nature to them as was rolling up 
a rug and pushing in their chairs. Our first-year students enjoyed the mentorship of our older students, espe-
cially our group of Kindergarteners. Each grew in leaps and bounds due to all of the lessons they were given 
throughout the year. The seed has been planted, and next year we can look forward to seeing the sprout appear. 

Our second-year students have been building upon the skills that started last school year and those that were 
reintroduced in the fall.  It is during the second year of the cycle that the children begin truly working on 
their social and emotional skills. This is the year that friendships begin to blossom and conflict resolution 
skill-building is a daily occurrence. This year, these students became so comfortable with the classroom space, 
routines, and teachers that they had very little difficulty advocating for themselves as well as others. The class-
room space has become “theirs,” and they showed pride of ownership by consistently cleaning up after them-
selves and tidying up the classroom - a favorite activity. Their math and language skills continued to develop 
with the many lessons and practice that occurred throughout the second semester. 

Our kindergarten students have had a wonderful year mentoring younger students, becoming fully indepen-
dent in their self-care, and gaining the self-confidence that self-directed learning provides. We introduced the 
Writers’ Workshop this year, and our kindergarten students truly embraced this work. They enjoyed brain-
storming stories and creating their own with beautiful illustrations. Learning about the human body and creat-
ing their very own body template was a favorite activity among our kindergarten students, as was traveling the 
world. With their homemade suitcases, they collected several souvenirs from across the Globe along the way. 
We finished up the year by having the children make their very own globes to take home. 

For those students who joined us on the earlier side, they may experience the four year cycle. We often refer to 
this as the “gift of time.” These students have three years in the Children’s House classroom before begining their 
Kindergarten year. As a third-year student, they also become the mentors to the rest of the class as they continue 
to develop their skills across all areas of the classroom. This extra year just means their Kindergarten year will be 
that much more special and full of challenging and rewarding work. 

The Kindergarten year is a time when all of the skills they have been working on come together to complete 
the Children’s House learning cycle. This is when the seed that was planted during the first year blossoms into a 
beautiful flower. 

Thank you so much for sharing your children with us. It was such a pleasure to watch all of the growth, develop-
ment, and learning that happened this year! 

“Our care of the child should be governed, not by 
the desire ‘to make him learn things,’ but by the 
endeavor always to keep burning within him that 
light which is called the intelligence.”
 - Maria Montessori, 
   ‘Spontaneous Activity in Education’
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Elementary I
Patuxet: Mark Benoit and Kate Drapeau
Mattakeesett: Katie Byrne and Lilly Slayter
ELI Assistant: Sharon Langan

This half of the year has brought in such a wonderful breath of fresh air. Getting comfortable with being mask-
less, performing on stage, and hosting another science-fair-styled project presentation, students had the oppor-
tunity to come out of their shells and let their voices be heard. It has been a true pleasure seeing smiling faces 
every day. 

In Language Arts, this term, students were able to explore poetry and creative writing styles. They enjoyed 
lessons on free-form story writing and well-planned poetic rhymes. Working in pairs to create multi-part series 
to be shared with the class was a shared favorite. After sharing, they could have a mini Q&A session with the 
class. Students also finished their second “Explode The Code” book improving their literacy skills with direct, 
systematic phonic instruction. First-year students started their work on opinion writing and identifying the 
difference between fact and opinion. Second-year students began their dictionary exploration works, gaining 
a better understanding of how to navigate and look for formal definitions, pronunciation, and syllables. Our 
third-year students started their work on thesaurus use. We challenged them to find more applicable words 
when writing and expand their vocabulary. They also did a short creative comic book writing lesson which they 
immensely enjoyed and were able to present their comic series to the class. 

In Math this term, first-year students were working on dynamic addition using the Stamp Game. They were 
encouraged to solidify their knowledge of addition using supporting materials such as the Golden Bead Ex-
change Game, Bead Bar, and Bingo Board. Second-year students have been working on their multiplication 
skills and dynamic subtraction shills. Using the Stamp Game and Times Bead Bar, students have strengthened 
their awareness of abstraction during math. Third-year students have been working through various mathe-
matical skills, from dynamic division to adding and subtracting fractions. Our third-years have left us with a 
well-rounded outlook on math. As a class, we enjoyed mad minutes, faction lessons, and a graphing unit. 

In History this term, we took a deep dive into Early Humans. We explored stone tool making, cave paintings, 
the Bering Straight Crossing, and much more. Students had an opportunity to make stone tools using the same 
materials the cavemen did, their hands and a stone. We enjoyed our study of the Lascaux Cave paintings and 
discussions about materials that were thought to have created the images and allowed students to create their 
own paintings and creative background stories. We finished our caveman exploration by watching the Walking 
with Cavemen series and learning about Lucy the Australopithecus, the oldest known human ancestor.

In our scientific studies this semester, we were focused on weather. We started by exploring map-making, where students 
had the opportunity to become cartographers supported by geography lessons on hemispheres, latitude and longitude, 
and the earth’s rotation. We then researched wind patterns and climates related to each part of the world. We finished our 
geography studies by exploring Native American myths about how our earth was formed. Lastly, students’ hard work on 
their weather projects this term culminated in the opportunity to present their projects to not only their peers but to staff 
and students across campus. From topics such as tornados and the water cycle to weather forecasting and cloud paintings, 
students demonstrated their knowledge in many meaningful and exciting ways.
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Elementary II
ELII: Brianna Batchelor and Shannon Paull

Thank you for all of your help and support in making sure that the Walden students had a wonderful 
year! The students always came to school happy, prepared, and eager to learn. 

This semester, all of the children continued to progress nicely in their ability to master new and more 
challenging math material. We were able to transition into learning more about the number system, 
geometry, and analyzing data. The class has participated in a variety of math projects to help fortify 
their learning, including building a dream home, constructing a town, and using nets to create three 
dimensional shapes to calculate volume and surface area. 

In addition, the children have been working on improving their reading and writing abilities, and we 
have seen a lot of progress in their ability to conduct research for their biographies and Independent 
Learning Projects. Some of our final literature circle books of the year have helped prepare the kids for 
some more summer reading. While most of our books have tied to our cultural studies of Africa and 
Ancient Civilizations, it has promoted our children to think about things with a new perspective. They 
enjoyed our community read of Out of My Mind and our class discussions about Melody and how 
her life is different from ours. Please be on the lookout for the Summer Assignments and the required 
work for entering 4th, 5th, and 6th years. 

We wrapped up our Life Science unit with a study of the Human Body. The class prepared for a test on 
the different body systems and worked together to review and practice the material. We also had the 
amazing opportunity to work with Jenny from The Shop to create a multi layered, life size human body 
with the different body systems and organs laid out to show how our body functions. We also wrapped 
up our Ancient Civilizations by working together as a class to create a beautiful timeline of early hu-
mans. The class used their research skills to learn more about different species of humans and how we 
have evolved over time to who we are today.

Our class trip to the New England Aquarium helped tie together our study of animals and was a great 
way to wrap up our Life Science unit. Thank you, Sabrina Kaplan, Britta Moran and Craig Sander for 
chaperoning!  

We have had an amazing school year in Walden, and we are so proud of how much the kids have 
grown. We are honored to see these children grow in so many ways and look forward to seeing all that 
they will accomplish in the future. We look forward to hearing about everyone’s summer adventures 
in September and wish the best to all of the students moving on in their educational journey’s. Have a 
happy and safe summer! 
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Middle S cho ol
Middle School: Meredith Badders and Jenny Sabados

The second semester in a Montessori middle school 
classroom is always a beautiful thing to witness. 
Our eighth graders fall into a variety of leadership 
roles and begin to think about their next journey; 
through the high school application process, essay 
writing, interviews, and the responsibility that 
comes within our own community, their growth is 
exponential. Our seventh graders also find them-
selves feeling more ownership over their learning, 
more apt to take on leadership opportunities with-
in the classroom, and socially, more cohesive. The 
two year cycle for these adolescents allows them to 
fully know themselves, their peers, and what they 
bring to the community. As their guide, it is an 
honor to watch them grow. 

This year’s cultural focus is on the Ancient World; 
this semester, we have focused on Ancient Greece, 
Socrates and the origins of philosophical thought, 
the rise of Democracy, the rise, expansion, and fall 
of Ancient Rome, and the spread of Christianity. 
Throughout these studies, students have continued 
to work on their note taking skills, reading compre-
hension, geographical knowledge and map work, 
and test taking skills. Additionally, this semester, 
there has been a large focus on historical writing. 
The students wrote an essay on whether or not they 
thought the execution of Socrates was justified; us-
ing evidence from two historical accounts of Socra-
tes’ trial, students formulated a well-defended argu-
mentative essay. The students also wrote their first 
Document Based Question (DBQ) essay in which 
they analyzed eleven primary sources and then us-
ing those sources as evidence, answered a question 
on how Christianity impacted the Roman Empire. 
Through all of this, students were challenged to use 
their analytical skills to form conclusions based on 
historical evidence; this process pushed them to 
read closely, infer meaning through context clues, 
and use their historical knowledge to make con-
nections. 

This semester, students read a variety of genres on 
different topics, but they all held a special connec-
tion to the cultural curriculum. To start the semes-
ter, students finished their reading of Revolution is 

Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine, a 
historical fiction novel outlining the life of a young 
girl living through the Cultural Revolution of 
China in the 1970s. This novel beautifully aligned 
with the end of our study on Ancient China and 
the introduction into our classroom debate on 
free speech; the book analyzed many of the limita-
tions put on citizens by Mao Zedong and how that 
impacted the people’s well being, education, and 
access to resources. Students then read a biography 
/ autobiography of their choice, which correlated 
with their Trailblazer Project (covered more be-
low). Next, students read The Benefits of Being 
an Octopus by Ann Braden, which highlighted 
the deep inequities that make up our world; this 
inspiring book helped us, as a class, examine how 
stereotypes and misconceptions can shape one’s 
view on class, poverty, and issues such as gun laws. 
Lastly, we read Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, 
which served as an exciting read and introduc-
tion to utopian / dystopian novels. We began our 
discussion of this novel with a look at real utopian 
societies around the world and what their initial 
reasoning for creation was, and how often, many 
of them fell or became dystopian. Our Hunger 
Games discussions revolved heavily around the 
following themes: the importance of family and 
friendship, freedom vs. oppression, the desensiti-
zation of violence and cruelty, the importance of 
appearances within the districts, and social ineq-
uities. To end the semester, students held one final 
debate on a topic of their choice; they chose to look 
at how government intervention should or should 
not be involved in helping those experiencing drug 
addiction. 

As you can see above with our semester’s cultural 
discussions and literature selections, much of the 
curriculum revolved around the government’s 
role within society, people’s rights, and how those 
two concepts are either in sync or at odds. We also 
heavily focused on the inequities seen in our world; 
from social divides in Ancient Rome with Plebe-
ians versus Patricians to socioeconomic, racial, 
and political divides within our own country. It is 

extremely important to note that the goal in these 
conversations is to never tell students what to 
think, but to teach them how to think and be aware 
of the differences around them. As Maria Montes-
sori so articulately stated, “Education is the best 
weapon for peace.” 

I want to highlight two large components of the 
humanities curriculum this semester, the first be-
ing The Trailblazer Project. The Trailblazer Project 
is meant to help students understand the times in 
which they live in, while also helping to promote 
their own autonomy and commitment to helping 
solve an issue they deem important to the better-
ment of their community. This project had multiple 
steps, starting with the selection of a book that 
highlighted someone who is a trailblazer within 
the field of human rights. As students read their 
chosen book, they also began their community 
inventory which was a research on what their own 
community was doing to address their trailblazer’s 
mission. For example, students’ research ranged 
from looking at racial inequity within the crimi-
nal justice system, women’s equality for pay and 
within professional sports, refugee support within 
Massachusetts, LGBTQ+ awareness within schools, 
support for those experiencing homelessness, and 
food insecurity. During their reading and research, 
students also wrote formal letters to a public 
servant, with a purpose to bring awareness to the 
issue, gain more information for their own mis-
sion, or ask for assistance in helping you achieve 
their mission. Lastly, students created a proposal 
that outlined how they would like Bay Farm to 
address their trailblazer’s mission. Their proposals 
were professional, well-rehearsed, and witnessed by 
the larger community; they should all be so proud 
of their work! I hope to see some of the proposals 
come to life in the coming year! 

Secondly, the introduction of debate into the 
curriculum has helped build the middle school 
student’s research skills, close reading, reading 
comprehension, critical thinking, and public 
speaking skills. Students held formal debates on 
the following topics: social media, free speech, and 
government intervention for those experiencing 
drug addiction. Each student started off the de-
bate process not knowing their team or the side 
they were on; using a research guide, they created 

questions they wanted answered through their research, 
they found reliable sources, they took notes, and they 
synthesized the information they gathered. Once they 
found out their teams and sides, then the collaborative 
work began; teams chose roles within the debate (top-
ic presenter, rebuttal, etc) and then wrote what they 
planned to share. Students had to work together to 
share their research, build articulate, evidence-based 
arguments, and incorporate rhetoric skills such as the 
use of ethos, pathos, and logos. This component of our 
curriculum is here to stay not only because of the skills 
gained, but due to the buy-in and excitement it builds 
within the students! 

This semester in science, we began with an overview 
of molecular biology and cellular structure, moving 
from there to the systems of the body and their role 
in a healthy functioning metabolism. Students had 
the unique opportunity to hear from PhD Biochem-
ist, Sean Lund, to gain a deeper perspective into these 
complicated systems and their role in the delivery of 
essential molecules and catalyzing the chemical re-
actions that build the proteins in every human cell.  
Students worked a great deal in a digital simulation of 
human metabolism designed by the Amplified curric-
ulum, where they built a layered understanding of the 
harmonious, cyclical processes of human metabolism. 
Students gained new perspectives around common 
diseases and disorders such as diabetes, anemia, and 
pancreatic injury, learning how they disrupt the func-
tion of human metabolism.  Recognizing the symptoms 
and effects associated with these conditions, students 
identified what was happening in the body and what 
options are available today for treatments. Finally, stu-
dents wrapped up their metabolism unit with a look at 
nutrition and what types of proteins and carbohydrate 
food source options offer the most complete balance of 
amino acids and glucose breakdown that is vital to the 
proper function of the human body. 

In March, students began the Traits and Reproduction 
unit. Using the Amplified simulator, students gained 
a unique perspective on DNA, gene variation, and 
inheritance.  Students were commissioned to be scien-
tists as they studied the Darwin Bark Spider.  Students 
focused on the feature “silk flexibility”  to understand 
how different gene variations write the instructions for 
the protein structures that connect to make the de-
sired medium flexibility trait. Students built each gene 
variation seeing how the proteins physically connect 
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and what happens when genes change their instructions with muta-
tion and no longer can connect to express a trait. Students put all the 
pieces together looking at sexual reproduction and the endless gene 
variation combinations that result from the individual reproductive 
cells of two heterozygous parents as they pass copies from their 23 
chromosome pairs to their offspring.

During the last quarter, students covered three units: Populations 
and Resources, Matter and Energy in Ecosystems, and Natural Se-
lection. Within our first unit, we looked at how stability and change 
within populations is impacted by births and deaths, how organisms 
gain and release energy needed to survive, and how competition 
within ecosystems can impact consumers and producers. In our 
second unit, we looked at how ecosystems remain stable through a 
complex system of interacting parts, living and nonliving; through 
the use of our biodome modeling tool, students were able to see how 
producers (plants) used photosynthesis to make energy storage mol-
ecules that then provide energy for primary consumers, secondary 
consumers, and decomposers. Within this unit, students also were 
able to see how the exchange of gasses, specifically carbon dioxide, 
occurs within our atmosphere. In our final unit, Natural Selection, 
students revisited their understanding of reproduction, genes, and 
traits; we looked at how environmental changes can impact the 
variation and distribution of traits within populations. Using histo-
grams, students were able to identify how, over time, adaptive traits 
can induce natural selection. 

This semester has been busy, but so rewarding. The 2021-2022 class 
was so special and we wish our eighth graders all the best as they 
venture onto their next adventure! We are looking forward to an-
other exciting year in the fall as our seventh graders rise up and we 
welcome a new group of students into our community! 

Life After Bay Farm
Middle School  Commencement 2022

Mikey Conroy
Macyn Meaney
Lauren Trulby
Marley Hamilton
Maddie Poppish
Leighton Moran
Sofia Wagner

“As my time here at Bay Farm comes 
to an end, I am forever grateful I am 
surrounded by all of you. Bay Farm 
has been my home for most of my life 
and I hope it continues to be for many 
years to come. I will never forget this 
open, kind, and loving community 
that shaped me into the person I am 
today. Thank you.”

Congratulations to our Bay Farm graduating 8th- 
graders! We are so proud of each and every one of you 
and we cannot wait to see what your future holds. As 
you begin your next chapter in High School, we hope 
you keep your curiosity for learning, empathy for others, 
and the joy, purpose, and compassion you know so well. 
Best wishes! 
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Artl and
Greetings Friends,

Oh, what a year to remember.  As I reflect on the year, what stands out is the palpable JOY I felt from the kids 
for being able to be back in school. Artland was filled with creativity, cheer, and incredible art. Every day was 
brimming with activity. I enjoyed my art classes in Children’s House, my classes in Artland, and lunch and 
recess duty with my pals in the Osprey classroom.  

Children’s House students remained constant with happy energy and excitement to create. We explored every 
art medium and had an absolute artistic and educational blast. During spring, classroom studies of Africa and 
Europe were integrated into the curriculum. Students listened to the heartfelt story about Owen and Mzee 
and designed adorable animals, as well as, lions, and Serengeti silhouettes. They journeyed to Europe and 
learned about Monet, and painting in the style of impressionism. They also were inspired by artist Seurat and 
discovered pointillism. As the weather became warmer, studies of gardens, insects, and butterflies adorned the 
classroom walls. Young artists ended the year with an inspirational story about a rainbow fish and designed 
one with sparkling scales, and the finale was our traditional tie-dying. The students were ecstatic to tie-dye 
their shirts and have the older kids help them. Who knew tie-dying could bring so much joy.
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During the year Elementary I students filled their 
classroom foyer with original art and it was a 
constant gallery of creativity. Winter was a time 
for clay, and the kids were over the moon with 
excitement to be able to be in Artland and use 
the pottery wheels. We focused on studies of 
African animals and tribal art, and their sculp-
tural pieces were fantastic. During spring we 
continued to delve into cultural studies of the 
aborigines from Australia. It was a time watch-
ing our talented artists shine bright with artistic 
expression. In the last weeks of school, we had 
our tradition of tie-dying, and the students were 
beyond thrilled.

Elementary II students had an absolute blast 
during the clay session. They were learning about 
ancient Egypt and made incredible scenes with 
pyramids, a sarcophagus, and a sphinx. They 
made a variety of vessels on the pottery wheel as 
well. They were so excited to be working in clay 
and had an incredible time. I felt their constant 
joy of artful happiness. ELII students also inte-
grated classroom studies of poetry and writing 
and scribed beautiful haiku and acrostic poems. 
Every student put tremendous effort into these 

stunning illustrations, learning to use pen and ink. They too ended the year with a 
splash of color tie-dying, and it was wonderful to see them so inspired.

Middle school artists had a very busy time in art. They integrated their classroom 
studies of ancient times into their clay curriculum. Students studied the art of Chi-
nese porcelain and made unique teapots and drinking vessels. They also learned 
about pottery from Ancient Greece and designed several vessels inspired by that 
period. They continued their studies of Greece and designed illustrations, stories, 
and masks of Greek Gods and Goddesses inspired by the molds of their faces. In 
addition, they designed scratch art illustrations and stop motion claymation mov-
ies, ending the year designing their tie-dye attire for Field Day.

So the year ends, and it has been an incredible journey of gratitude and promise. 
Much applause goes to every student who has lit up the school with their unique 
artistry and expression. A special note of gratitude to all the teachers, administra-
tion, Mike and Tony, and our adorable animals. It has been a year of working to-
gether to create a special place where students can shine bright and feel safe, loved, 
and cared about. I look forward to seeing you in the fall, and I hope you have a 
fabulous summer.

Big Hugs and Much Love, Julie in Artland  
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The Shop | Jenny Sabados

“The child gives us a beautiful lesson – that in order 
to form and maintain our intelligence, we must use 
our hands.” -Maria Montessori

Shop is a place where students can make mistakes, get 
dirty and try new things. Our tools are our hands and 
everything we hold and manipulate brings our work 
to life. This spring in the Shop, students of all ages 
enhanced their classroom learning with the making of 
their hands. 

The youngest attendees of the Shop, kindergarten, are 
my free thinkers. These small in stature, but large in 
ability individuals, haven’t yet built any creative walls in 
their few years of existence.  This makes for a beautiful-
ly clean slate for learning and experiencing the world 
around them in the Shop.  

Kindergarten students began January exploring the 
function of the compass, heading outside on a “direction” scavenger hunt using their instruments, and finding 
their location on a map they drew. They experimented using the scientific method, recording and comparing 
the flight patterns and distances of paper airplanes while controlling certain variables. Finally, they wrapped 
up the month with a shocking magic show of static electricity and the transfer of electrons. 

February was an internal investigation of the human body and senses.  Students used the vocal visualizer to 
watch sound come to life on the wall of the Shop. These small hands created a digestive system, making it 
possible to physically experience the messy process of creating energy from food. Finally, students built a lung 
and learned how oxygen is brought into our bodies and moved into the circulatory system to help create new 
cells.

In March, the kindergarten took a trip to Mars on the Curiosity Rover, paying close attention to the weather 
conditions on all the planets in our solar system.  They looked at the moon, gravitational pull, and our tides, 
finally defying gravity with a rocket blastoff using a simple chemical reaction. In April, we built towers and be-
came domino masters with balance, the center of gravity, and lots of rebuilds. And to wrap up this year of fun 
and creative thinking, we looked at opaque, translucent, and transparent materials, making shadow puppets 
come to life on our homemade stage.  There just aren’t enough Shop hours to do it all, but we try our best. It 
has been a blessing to teach these kids, and I can’t wait for next year!

Elementary I students want to do everything right now! Every Shop class is filled with investigative inquiry 
and deeper thinking.  My favorite days are when the students alter the curriculum with a “why” question. Let’s 
find out!

In late winter, ELI students entered a world of basic physics. Students used their design thinking skills as they 
brainstormed a chain reaction build using balance, skill, and testing. They scientifically recorded the flight 

distance of their paper airplanes compared to the world record holder design.  From there, they looked at air 
friction, flight, lift and drag as they built their parachutes. And finally, students studied the invisible forces that 
create the magnetic fields that show us cardinal direction, which was a wonderful segway into the creation of 
their very own compasses.  In early spring, ELI had a blast building with a new do-dad called the Makedo. Af-
ter learning a few basic skills using these handy little tools, these creative students worked as a team to create 
the most elaborate fort you can imagine, complete with furniture, a kitchen, windows, and a telephone! 

Students began their unit on weather in their classrooms in late spring, so we took a closer look in the Shop 
through lessons on freezing point and temperature, air pressure, rain clouds, and wind classifications.  I think 
the ice cream in a bag was my favorite. Finally, wrapped this year with a look at natural and manmade light. 
Students created shadow puppets using opaque, transparent, and translucent materials.  They built a solar 
oven and enjoyed some s’more without a campfire and identified a rainbow in gigantic bubbles. All this and I 
didn’t even mention the domino mastery and chemical reaction rockets!  Next year, here we come!

The students of Elementary II are on the cusp of abstract thinking.  It is so exciting to see their ability to visu-
alize the product they want to make and seek out different applications. They are also very interested in learn-
ing from their peers. ELII began the new year with a lesson from middle schooler, Maddie Poppish. Maddie 
engaged her younger classmates with her knowledge of the Han Dynasty and the types of weapons they used 
to maintain their rule as an empire. She guided the class in the building a crossbow out of pencils and rubber 
bands and then tested them out. 
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In early spring, ELII ran a breaker lab in the Shop. 
Students learned about electrons and electricity us-
ing open and closed circuits. They broke apart toys, 
finding each circuit and re-wiring the mechanisms 
to create other types of working bots. Students then 
took these parts and more to build a simple motor-
ized car.  It’s not as easy as it looks by far. In their 
classrooms, ELII dove into the study of body sys-
tems this spring and in Shop they created a life-sized 
layered image of each system, revealing how they are 
all connected as students flipped through their own 
bodies. Students then presented their final projects 
to their lower classmates in the Kindergarten Shop. 
There were a lot of “wows” from the audience.

In late spring, we had another guest teacher, this 
time from ELI. MJ Collentro brought his skills at 
solving the Rubik’s cube to life in the class as ELII 
students studied algorithms and where we use them 
in our world. Students then took this knowledge and 
applied it to some exciting coding work in the pro-
gram Scratch. We wrapped up the year with domino 
mastery, an alien creation through dominant vs 
recessive expression of genes and building shoes out 
of newspaper, wait what? All over the map, but so 
much fun!

Middle school students desire agency and freedom. 
Give them the tools and they will naturally carve out 
teamwork, leadership, creative thinking, and execu-
tion if they are engaged. These students contribute a 
lot of opinion to their curriculum in the Shop and it 
is my goal to allow them to help me build the con-
nections they want to make and accomplishments 
they want to achieve within its walls. Middle School 
students began the new year revisiting their knowl-
edge of fire. Gathering the lessons they learned 
from their first attempt at controlling this element, 
students successfully lit a fire using only flint and 
natural materials. Their teamwork was impeccable. 

At the request of the students, we invited local 
seamstress, Karen O’Brien, into the Shop for a 
sewing unit guiding students to mastery in pillow 

making.  These fabulous creations have warmed the 
environment of the collective in the MS building for 
these last few months. The students enjoyed the unit 
so much, we used the remainder of their material to 
make PJ pants and shorts for their overnight, end-
of-year trip to Zoar Adventure. 

Students have had fun this spring testing flights 
with paper airplanes and igniting a little competi-
tive spirit by participating in the national Fluor Ball 
Run Challenge.  Student teams built ball run towers 
staying within contest parameters.  Students entered 
their creations in a national competition.  Win or 
lose, they had a blast participating, collaborating, 
and learning the physics behind it all.

Over three weeks in late spring, middle school stu-
dents gave back to their community by designing a 
new planter box installation for the upper campus in 
collaboration with Annabel in Agriculture. Students 
ran an engaging conversation with the architect of 
the MS building, Joe Lanza, about his expertise, his 
career, and his choices on their building and also 
gained his input on the best design for the new ad-
dition to the campus. Students even got to do some 
digital design work in the application Sketchup. The 
boxes will bring many opportunities for all students 
to see things grow on our campus.  

I look forward to many more future projects with 
these young adults, the trailblazers of our campus.  
They know what they want to do and they make it 
happen.

“It follows that the child can only develop fully by 
means of experience on his environment. We call 
such experience “work”...  The child seeks for inde-
pendence by means of work; an independence of 
body and mind.” -Maria Montessori

In The Shop, good work is done.
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Agriculture
Agriculture | Annabel Chase

Agriculture in the classroom encompasses a 
program that delivers a diverse curriculum that 
incorporates life science, animal husbandry, 
environmental awareness, conservation, and 
health and wellbeing, where students can access 
both a prepared environment inside and outside 
the classroom with animals and plants. Here at 
Bay Farm, students are provided with the tools to 
become educated consumers and conscientious 
stewards of their environment. Collaborating 
with fellow educators and supporting core con-
cepts, the agricultural program allows students 
the opportunity to apply existing knowledge to 
new situations and to be comfortable with their 
natural environment.

Children’s House began the second half of the 
academic year by studying the changes in win-
ter. This included winter weather observation, 
animal behavior through migration, hiberna-
tion, adaptation, and the dormancy of plants 
in northern climates. Following the classroom 
curriculum on nutrition, children learned about 
healthy plants and foods that give our bodies 
strength, what foods have less energy, and how 
healthy foods come from farms. To illustrate the 
farm-to-table concept, children were allowed to 
churn their own butter and eat their own prod-
uct! As the year progressed into spring, students 
had the opportunity to felt beads of alpaca wool, 
learn about pollination, plant seeds, go on a bug 
hunt to learn more about beneficial insects, and 
explore the concept of photosynthesis. 

Elementary I began the second half of the aca-
demic year exploring nature in winter. Students 
learned how to identify trees using bark rub-
bings and bud identification, creating thoughtful 
winter journals. We explored animal adaptations 
and behavior, including hibernation and mi-
gration. Students then turned their attention to 
the weather, what influences the weather, how 
it impacts erosion, and how we can harness and 
use its energy. As the year progressed, we turned 

our attention to food mapping, the history of food 
preservation, vermiculture, and insect identifica-
tion. When the weather permitted, students always 
enjoyed the opportunity to help out on the farm. 
They participated in chores such as hay removal, 
composting, egg collecting, pruning, routine ani-
mal care, and vegetable propagation.

Elementary II started the new year investigating 
trees in winter and how to identify different species 
by bark rubbings and bud differentiation. They 
were introduced to winter pruning and how this 
helps the well-being and growth of our orchard 
trees come spring and summer. Here they expe-
rienced a hands-on tutorial on how to effectively 
prune branches and which ones to discard. We 
then turned our attention to the digestive system 
to align with their science curriculum and in-
vestigated the evolution of chemical breakdowns 
in the mouth and digestive tract. Students then 
took a look at food preservation through the ages 
and were able to make their own jam. As the year 
progressed, students explored groundwater pol-
lution by constructing their own “Terra-Aqua” 
towers, learned the history of potatoes and plant-
ed four portable containers full, had a lesson on 
identifying and foraging spring forest plants, and 
constructed three-dimensional dioramas of ecosys-
tems displaying both abiotic and biotic factors.
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Middle School entered the second half of the academic year studying indoor composting using vermicul-
ture. They investigated the benefits of using worms to break down food stuffs to acquire nutrient-rich worm 
castings. They measured the growth of the boxes and the health of the worms throughout the year. They 
explored planting zones and learned how to choose crops according to specific zones in the United States. 
Students then applied this knowledge to planning which crops worked the best in what season for our future 
communal raised beds. They also studied soil health and nutrient management, taking various samples and 
testing with various methods the content and mineral makeup of each. We took a look at nutrition and food 
preservation, making our own soft cheese, then partook in a beginner lesson on forest foraging exploring 
which plants are edible and which are not. They explored ecosystems and habitats and the importance of 
balance between abiotic and biotic factors, and they had a course in soap making, turning out beautiful 
soaps that they sold to support their micro-economy. In between these lessons, students took great care in 
managing the animal paddocks, shelters, and animals themselves. They were also busy constructing and 
planting the communal raised beds and maintaining seedlings and young plants.
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Reading Round-Up | Kristen Boonisar

Book selections for Reading Round-Up this winter and spring 
included old favorites in addition to very recently published 
books. Contemporary subject matter and writing style, cou-
pled with amusing, colorful, and imaginative illustrations are 
refreshing and further engage our students’ listening skills and 
focus.  

Children’s House topics have included listening to The Big 
Umbrella, a story of inclusion, and The Digger and The Duck, 
which highlights thoughtfulness and kindness. Creativity was 
key in Cosmos Moon and Mary Margaret’s Tree, while Edward 
in the Jungle introduced a Tarzan theme that captured listen-
ers’ imagination. We listened to Tarzan’s renowned call of help 
to his animal kingdom for fun and emphasis. 

ELI and ELII are two groups with broad interest levels and 
comprehension skills. Children’s literature provides a variety 
of options for reading to older mixed-aged groups. Elemen-
tary students dabbled in science while reading Perkins Perfect 
Purple, and The Boy on Fairfield Street chronicled Ted Geisel’s 
youth through his young adult years. Shazra and the Angry 
King exposed readers to the plight of citizens that are forced to 
flee their homeland.

The Day We Learned to Fly is an inspirational story about 
overcoming prejudices and rising above adversity. Loujain 
Dreams of Sunflowers is a powerful testament and true story 
of a tenacious young female activist in Saudi Arabia. We have 
read the novels Ghost, The Canyons Edge, The Whipping Boy, 
and Liar Liar to round out our literary time together.

Reading Round-Up wishes you a happy summer enhanced 
with more great books.

R eading Round-Up!

“It’s better to know how to learn than 
to know.”- Dr. Seuss

Physical Education
Physical Education | Nicholas Sisoian

Introducing Bay Farm students to fitness and movement this year has been a wonderful experience. 
Over the last few months, all students, grades 1-8 explored yoga, HIIT (high-intensity interval training) 
workouts, bodyweight training, and active and non-active stretching this winter. 

Across all levels, students practiced stretching, learning how and when to do so appropriately and cor-
rectly for different types of activities. As the weather improved and the snow began to melt, P.E. returned 
to the soccer field with the continuation of our outdoor P.E. games. The students were very excited to be 
back outside in the fresh spring air. As a group, we continued to grow our understanding of team sports 
as well as work on our team-building skills. 

Our Elementary I  students had a wonderful time understanding what they are capable of through a little 
sweat and guidance from an instructor.
Elementary II students worked extremely hard this past winter, diving into movement and exercise... 
Learning proper stretching timing and proper stretches were key to this winter’s lessons. In preparation 
for high school, I worked with the Middle School students to help them understand how important 
staying active is for their day-to-day life. Whether it’s running a mile or taking a quick walk, our MS 
students came to understand what it meant to stay active and how to make positive choices for both the 
mind and body.

Every student has come very far since day one in P.E. They further developed their gross motor skills and 
arrived at class with joy and excitement each day. I look forward to what the future holds. 
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Drama
Drama | Rachel Beauregard

The current state of the world has made it a challenging year for theatre-makers everywhere.  From 
cancellations and delays to simply “making-it-work”- whatever that may mean at the moment- Drama 
at Bay Farm has been tested.  However, if smiling faces, masked or not, are any indication of success, we 
have passed this test with flying colors.  Creative expression and the joy of sharing stories have proven as 
effective as ever in the development of children, and beautiful memories can be made regardless of what 
needs to be overcome to make the show go on.  It’s been an honor creating with the students of Bay Farm 
this year.  Read on to hear what each class has been up to this Spring!

In addition to their weekly music class in CH, the kindergarteners have had the opportunity to partici-
pate in a weekly music and drama workshop taught by Rachel and Alyssa P. They have been working on 
a unit that explored how different body parts can be used in the Performing Arts.  Beginning with feet, 
they learned about tap dancing. Working upward, they then explored traditional Indian dancing, cre-
ating ankle bells inspired by ghungroos. Next, they made faux grass skirts and tried out some Hawaiian 
hula moves focusing on moving their hips.  Once we reached the mid section, we discussed diaphrag-
matic breathing and how it affects the voice, experimenting by blowing through straws. We then ex-
tended out toward the hands and learned some sign language. Next, we created a simulation of the vocal 
folds using plastic cups, rubber bands, and straws. We ended the unit by discussing different features 
of the face. First, we created our own unique paper plate masks inspired by classical theater. Then, we 
learned about the importance of using your eyes to follow the cues of a conductor. Finally, we used our 
ears to follow music and line cues and pick up a performance’s emotional intention.

In ELI Drama, students explored more complex scene work and characterization during their class 
productions of How to be a Pirate in Seven Easy Songs.  Each student memorized several lines and 

had to track their own blocking and choreography 
throughout the show.  This was more challenging than 
their Fall productions, which had ‘home bases’ they 
returned to between each song and set choreography 
that everyone did in unison.  They learned more about 
prop handling on and off stage with the use of flags, 
telescopes, and treasure incorporated into the piece. 
Following the shows in April, students reflected in 
class on what they thought went well and what could 
be improved.  This included their own behavior and 
how they could feel better supported by the teacher 
through planning and communication.  For the rest of 
the school year, ELI students were able to review the 
immense amount of theater language and techniques 
they touched upon throughout the year, reflect on 
their successes, and just have some fun.

In Elementary II, students have been exploring per-
formance and expression through the lens of peace 
and empathy.  This included playing games that tested 
their ability to listen and rely on one another as an 
ensemble and reciting peace-related poetry in their 
performing arts showcase, Peace Like a River.  The 
ELII age group can be tricky in terms of confidence 
and acceptance, and theater can be an effective means 
of forging connections.  The students ended the year 
on a high following their showcase, experimenting 
with improvisation, comedy, and juggling.  

In Music and Drama Workshop, the middle schoolers took 
on an entire Shakespearean comedy. Although cut down to 
only an hour of material, this was still an exceptional chal-
lenge in memorization, reading comprehension, and acting.  
Not only did they face this with minimal hesitations, they 
learned that they were capable of more than they originally 
thought.  The performance was a night of great joy, with 
audience laughs, friends whispering lines from off stage, 
homemade costumes, and pride that could never be quan-
tified.  In the final few weeks of school, the students helped 
technically prepare the stage for the final play of the year 
and got to play their favorite drama and music games to 
celebrate.

Finally, students from Elementary I through Middle School 
came together to perform the school’s first enrichment 
musical since 2019, Junie B. Jones Jr.  Two sold-out perfor-
mances featuring students from every Upper Campus class 
felt like a celebration of what we have accomplished, emerg-
ing victorious on the other side of a pandemic that brought 
the world, Bay Farm included, to its knees. 

I’m honored to have been allowed the opportunity to restore 
Drama to Bay Farm post-COVID.  We have built so much 
to be proud of in this 21’-22’ school year. Let’s keep creating.
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Alyssa Parsons

It has been an interesting first year of teaching 
at Bay Farm. From rescheduling student perfor-
mances to making last-minute accommodations 
for sick performers because of COVID-19, being 
a music teacher this year required me to combat 
many challenges. However, as with all things, with 
challenges come triumphs. Watching students 
enter my classroom week to week, with smiles 
on their faces and open arms and minds is worth 
every hardship.

Here is a glimpse into the life of the Bay Farm 
Music Program. 

Toddler House

TH students have had the opportunity to explore 
new and old instruments, songs, and movement 
activities. They were able to use egg shakers, 
jingle bells, desk bells, boomwhackers, movement 
scarves, the keyboard playmat, a gathering drum, 
and mini tambourines. Furthermore, I expanded 
my library of song lyric books to include more 
genres, including African-American spirituals, 
jazz, and musical theater. This is in addition to 
classic children’s song literature like Raffi’s “Baby 
Beluga”. Students have expressed interest and 
enthusiasm in creating, listening to, and moving 
to music. I am always pleased to see their smiling 
faces, hear their singing voices, and dance with 
them to their favorite movement songs. Getting 
requests from students was one of the highlights 
of the term! Additionally, students have shown 
significant improvement in following the verbal 
and physical cues of a conductor. It has been an 
absolute joy to work with them.

Children’s House

Children’s House students have continued explor-
ing some of the basic music fundamentals: beat, 
rhythm, melody, and form. This has been taught 
through rote songs, echo songs, composition, in-
strument playing, solfege, movement, listening ac-
tivities, and classroom discussion. Many students 
have achieved high competency in these skills 
and can use the following related vocabulary: ta, 
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Music
ti-ti, ta-ah, rest, measure, and tempo. Students have 
also learned the four different musical instrument 
families: percussion, woodwinds, brass, and strings. 
Many students can identify instruments from each 
family and explain how they create sound. Addi-
tionally, they have been working on developing their 
active listening skills using the humorous musical 
suite, “Carnival of the Animals” by Camille Saint-
Saëns. The chosen movements have been a fun 
and creative way to reiterate the musical skills and 
vocabulary explored throughout this academic year.

The incorporation of monthly music-based works 
has continued in the CH classrooms. This is to 
ensure the interdisciplinary learning promised to 
Bay Farm students. The incorporation of monthly 
music-based works allows CH students to engage 
with music outside of their 30-minute instructional 
period, make connections between music and other 
disciplines, and work independently to develop 
their musicianship. 

Kindergarten

In addition to their weekly music class in CH, the 
kindergarteners have the opportunity to participate 
in a weekly music and drama workshop. They have 
been working on a unit exploring how the human 
body relates to involvement in the performing arts.  
Beginning with feet, they learned about tap danc-
ing. Working upward, they then explored tradi-
tional Indian dancing creating ankle bells inspired 
by ghungroos. Next, they made faux grass skirts 
and tried out some Hawaiian Hula moves focusing 
on moving their hips.  Once we reached the mid 
section, we discussed diaphragmatic breathing and 
how it affects the voice, experimenting by blowing 
through straws. We then extended out toward the 
hands and learned some sign language. Next, we 
created a simulation of the vocal folds using plastic 
cups, rubber bands, and straws. We ended the unit 
by discussing different features of the face. First, we 
created our own unique paper plate masks inspired 
by classical theater. Then, we learned about the im-
portance of using your eyes to follow the cues of a 
conductor. Finally, we used our ears to follow music 
and line cues and to pick up the emotional intention 
of performance.
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In music class, ELI students prepared the music 
for their second musical theater performance of 
the year, How to Be a Pirate in Seven Easy Songs 
by Greg Gilpin. Both classes had very successful 
performances. The support and response from the 
BFMA community were extremely positive. Since 
their performances, they have been working on 
identifying different musical genres, reading the 
treble clef, and building ensemble skills.

Elementary II

In music class, ELII students have been working 
on a ukulele unit since November. They have 
worked on literature individually, in pairs, and as 
an ensemble. In accordance with that, they have 
been developing their ear training and vocal skills 
using solfege and warm-up exercises. They per-
formed various pieces from class at the first BFMA 
Performing Arts Showcase: Peace Like a River. 
To end the academic year, they are working on a 
ukulele group composition project. Students are 
continuing to work on taking ownership of their 
musicianship by bringing the necessary materi-
als to and from class and practicing on their own 
time.

Middle School

In the music and drama workshop this spring, the 
middle schoolers took on an entire Shakespearean 
comedy, Twelfth Night. Albeit cut down to only an 
hour of material, this was still an exceptional chal-
lenge in terms of memorization, reading compre-
hension, and acting.  Not only did they face this 
with minimal hesitations, they learned that they 
were capable of more than they originally thought. 
The performance was a night of great joy, with 
audience laughs, friends whispering lines from 
off stage, homemade costumes, and pride that 
could never be quantified. In the final few weeks 
of school, the students helped technically prepare 
the stage for the final performance of the year and 
got to play their favorite drama and music games 
to celebrate.

Enrichment

For enrichment this winter and spring, 
I have had the pleasure of being music 
director for the BFMA production of Junie 
B. Jones Jr. The cast has been working ex-
tremely hard to master difficult harmonies, 
intricate melodies, and tricky rhythms. I 
cannot wait to share this show with all of 
you on June 3rd and 4th at 7 PM!

As always, if you have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out to me at alyssap@
bfarm.org. I look forward to the next aca-
demic year. Here’s to a summer filled with 
lots of joy, laughter, love, and of course, 
music.
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Field Day 2022
A little bad weather couldn’t rain on our parade and Field Day 2022 was still a success! Elementary and Middle 
School students enjoyed field games on the upper field while our Toddler and Children’s House students enjoyed 
dance parties, bubbles, face painting, and more. Field Day is always such a fun way to close out the year. 

Long Standing Tradit ion

Thank you to our amazing parents volunteers 
who helped with set-up, face painting, water 
balloons, and more. 
We appreciate you!! 
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Looking Ahead
Celebrating 50 years
Next year marks an important milestone on Bay Farm’s timeline, 
our school’s 50th anniversary! Originally called Munchkin 
Montessori, Bay Farm was founded in 1972 by Pam and Leo  
Malbouf, whose work and vision laid the foundation for the 
school we are today. We will celebrate our anniversary with 
 special events and celebrations throughout the year.
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Advancement & Engagement
Bay Farm Giving is vital to ensure that we are able to maintain the high 
educational and environmental standards you’ve come to expect. 
Please consider supporting the many great investments made this year 
in your child’s education.

Bay Farm Giving - Bay Farm Fund: $30,665

Festival on the Farm - Auction: $11,900

Legacy Stones: $12,500

Total 2021-2022 Giving: $55,065

Student Name
Favorite Quote 

Year

Build on the Future by Leaving Your Legacy
Bay Farm Legacy Stones: Purchasing a  
Legacy Stone is an outstanding way to  
support Bay Farm’s innovative programs 
while providing you with a permanent mark 
on the Bay Farm campus. These two-foot-
square granite slabs, located on the Middle 
School porch, can showcase a wide variety of 
engraved messages including student names, 
family names, in memoria, quotes, and more. 

MS.BAYFARM.INFO

GIVE.BAYFARM.INFO



STAY 
C ONNECTED

@bayfarmma
/bayfarmmontessoriacademy
/bayfarmmontessori
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Have news to share in the Bay Farm beat?
Have news you’d like to share with the Bay Farm community or have an announcement? 

Send in your news! 
Bay Farm Beat submissions can be sent to Alyssa Good at alyssag@bfarm.org.


