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Bay Farm Montessori

Summer 2022

Hi Middle School Students!

I am so excited for the 2022-2023 school year! The year ahead will be a great one and I
cannot wait to welcome you back (or for the first time) into the Bay Farm middle school.
Most of you know a bit about me, but for those new to the program, here is a bit about
me: my husband and I live in Plymouth with our two-year-old son, Liam, and our two black
labradors, Dublin and Finnegan. In my spare time, I enjoy traveling, camping, learning new
things (especially anything history related!), and going on walks with my family.

Middle school is an exciting time and I look forward to working with you for the next year
(or two). Whether you are a rising seventh or eighth grader, I want you to know that I have
great respect for each of your beliefs and ideas, a knack for listening, and an excitement
for what your future holds. I am here to inspire you, help you navigate difficulties, and
provide you with a variety of skills that will help you grow and thrive!

As you complete this summer’s reading assignments, please feel free to reach out with
questions. My email is: meredithb@bfarm.org

Enjoy your summer! I am looking forward to a great school year!

Best,
Meredith
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Assigned Reading
Summer 2022

The time period we will study this year in history is The United States through Modern
Times. Starting with an overview of our colonial heritage, we will explore revolution, the
path to independence, reform and division, the Civil War, and into Reconstruction,
immigration and the rise of industry. We will end the year with a look at World War II, the
Cold War and the rise of contemporary American society.

To start our year of exploration, we will all read Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. You are
encouraged to read this book later in the summer so it is fresh in your memory when you
arrive back to school. This storyline brings about many connections we can make
throughout this year’s study: identity and sense of self, sources of human strength, and
the violation of and/or pursuit of freedom.

While reading, you will need to complete the following tasks:

1). Sticky Notes: While reading, use sticky notes to track your thoughts and
questions.

● What are they? These sticky notes are a reading strategy that helps you
capture important ideas, reactions, and questions that you encounter while
reading.

● How to use them: When reading, look for the following to write on your sticky
notes:

○ Characterization: identify new characters, changes in characters, or
interactions

○ Setting: identify details about the time and geographic location
○ Events: identify important actions, discussions, or occurrences
○ Literary Devices: identify examples of figurative language, symbols,

theme, etc.
○ Questions: identify questions that you have or words you are uncertain

of
● How many? The chapters are short, so a good goal is 1-2 sticky notes per

chapter.

2). Create Questions: After every five chapters, please create 2 discussion questions.
Discussion questions are questions that we can use to help inspire a conversation
about the reading. These questions can be written directly on a sticky note (or
paper/google doc).

● How to create questions: The questions should incorporate a mix of recall
and critical thinking. Recall questions are questions about who, where, and
what happened. Critical thinking questions require the reader to make
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connections with other parts of the reading, form opinions, think deeply
about what could happen, etc.

● What will we do with these questions? These questions will be used in our
book discussion upon return to school. Please remember that your time and
effort spent on these questions will directly impact your classmates and the
quality of our discussion.

Your questions, along with your books, will be turned in on the first day of school (and our
discussion will happen shortly after). Please reach out via email if you have any questions!

Happy Reading,
Meredith
Email: meredithb@bfarm.org
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Choice Reading
Summer 2022

“It is what you read when you don't have to that determines what you will be
when you can't help it.” ― Oscar Wilde

In addition to your required reading (Chains), you are required to read at least one
additional book. This book can be of your choice, but try to choose a book that expands
on your reading repertoire. For example, if you love graphic novels, try to read some
nonfiction or if you love historical fiction, try out some science fiction! Your first goal with
this reading is to … enjoy!

After you finish your book, pick ONE of the following activities to complete:

Create a fictional interview
video with the protagonist or
antagonist where you play the
character and dress the part.

Write a complete script and be
sure to include specific details

about the character based
upon information from the

novel. The video should be at
least 2 minutes long.

Create four character trading
cards. Cards may be

completed digitally or using
any other method such as

paper or cardstock. Each card
must include the character’s
name, an image, and at least

five characteristics for that
character.

Write a diary entry from the
point of view of one of the
main characters. It can be

written before, during, or after
the book’s events. The

character’s thoughts and
feelings are very important in

a diary.

Create a timeline of events
from your novel. Include

important dates, character
introductions, conflicts and

resolution, and
images/pictures to represent

each event.

Write a review of the novel.
Provide a brief synopsis by

including information about
the characters, setting, and

problem/conflict the
characters faced. Don’t give
away the ending! Be sure to

tell about your favorite part of
the novel, make a connection,
and make a recommendation.

If this novel had a soundtrack,
what would it be? Using the

digital tool of your choice,
create a playlist with at least 10

songs that would make a
great soundtrack. Explain each

of your choices and where
they fit in the storyline.

Create a comic strip retelling
the story in your own words.
Be sure to include all of the

important characters, exciting
events, conflicts, and

resolution.

Create a video book trailer
using the digital tool of your
choice. You should include

music to set the tone. Also tell
a brief story about the central

conflict and characters
without revealing too much!

Create a new book jacket for
the novel. This can be created
digitally or on paper. The front
cover should include the title,
author, and an eye catching

image. The back cover should
include a summary about the

novel (in your own words).

If you read many books this summer, here is another option:
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● Take a photo of the cover of each book you read. Create a photo collage or
animated trailer (free programs like Animoto might be a fun choice.)

Please reach out for any book recommendations, or other questions you may have about
the assignment.
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Math Assignment

Name ________________________

City Design Project

You have been hired to design a small city on the outskirts of Massachusetts. You will need to
present your plans for your new city to the Massachusetts City Planning Committee. For this
presentation you will need to present a 2-dimensional blueprint and a 3-dimensional model of
the city constructed to scale, a one-paragraph summary of the highlights of your city, and a
billboard advertising your city to potential residents. Your blueprint must have a specific street
layout. Also, the buildings you place in your town must have a certain design.  A one paragraph
written summary of your city’s layout and amenities must be included with your blueprint.

Part I – Blueprint Requirements

● Your blueprint must be created using the following scale; 1 inch = 20 feet.
● Three streets running parallel to each other.  Name each street.
● Two avenues running perpendicular to the three parallel streets.  Name each avenue.
● Two rectangular prism buildings (one restaurant, and one business of your choice).
● A police station and fire department that are similar square pyramids.
● Four cubic single-family homes.
● A trapezoidal prism grocery store.
● Lastly, design a rectangular pyramid school.
● Design a park with two triangular shaped sandboxes: one scalene, one obtuse.  Label

the triangles by their shape.
● Design a hexagonal swimming pool in the park.  It should be equilateral shaped and

colored blue.
● Enclose the park in one large pentagon fence and give the park a name.
● Design a cylinder water tower.
● ALL BUILDINGS MUST HAVE A SQUARE NUMBER OF WINDOWS.  EACH WINDOW

MUST HAVE CONGRUENT SIDES.
● Add basic landscaping to your blueprint (trees, bushes, flowers, etc.)
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Part II – Summary of Town Layout & Amenities

● Name your town.
● After designing the blueprint of your town, write a summary of the amenities found in

this town. Include the following terms:

Parallel Perpendicular Trapezoid Scalene

Obtuse Equilateral Rectangle Prism

Square Pentagon Congruent Pyramid

Part III – 3-Dimensional Model of City

● You are now to create a 3-dimensional scale model of your city.
● Use the following scale; ½ inch = 20 feet. Remember all components of the city must fit

inside the box provided. All geometric shapes must be built to scale. However, streets
and landscaping may be re-designed to fit appropriately, if needed.

● Use any and all available materials to construct your city. Examples include markers,
paint, styrofoam, clay, cardboard, fabric, toothpicks, etc. Be CREATIVE!!!

Part IV – Billboard

● No city is complete without people (residents) willing to live there.
● Design an attractive billboard to invite people to your town.
● You will present this billboard, along with your blueprint and 3-D scale model to the

class.

Part VI – Presentation

Presentation of 3-5 minutes to present your proposed city to Massachusetts City Planning
Committee (the class).

This project will be graded based on completeness, accuracy, creativity, and attractiveness.

Hints:
*All 2-dimensional shapes should be regular polygons.

* Buildings, parks, etc. need parking lots. Homes need driveways.
*The requirements listed above are the minimum requirements for this project. You should

have additional amenities, buildings, restaurants, etc. in your town.
*The size of EVERYTHING in your town should be somewhat realistic.
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Scale City Grading Rubric
10 8 6 4 0

Completeness

All required
components
are included;

plus additional

All required
components
are included

Missing one
required

component

Missing two
required

components

Missing more
than two
required

components

Accuracy

All dimensions
are realistic and

there are no
scaling

mistakes

All dimensions
are realistic

and there are
1-2 scaling
mistakes

Some
dimensions

are not
realistic or

there are 3+
scaling

mistakes

Some
dimensions are
not realistic and

there are 3+
scaling

mistakes

Dimensions
are not

realistic and
and there are

3+ scaling
mistakes

Creativity/Attractivene
ss

The design and
layout of the

city are
exceptionally

attractive

The design
and layout of
the city are
acceptably
attractive

The design
and layout of
the city are
minimally
attractive

The
attractiveness
of the design
and layout of
the city are

unacceptable

There is no
evidence of an

attempt to
make the

design and
layout of the
city attractive

Billboard

The billboard is
exceptionally
attractive and

would generate
interest in the

new city

The billboard is
acceptably

attractive and
would

generate
interest in the

new city

The billboard
is minimally
attractive or
would not
generate

interest in the
new city

The billboard is
not attractive

and would not
generate

interest in the
new city

The billboard is
not complete
or serves no

purpose

Presentation

Student
participated in

the
presentation in

an impactful
way

Student
participated in

the
presentation

Student
contributed
minimally to

the group
presentation

Student did not
participate
during the

group
presentation or

was
unprofessional

Student was
not present for

the group
presentation

Written Summary

Includes all
required

elements plus
additional

Includes all
required
elements

Missing 1-2
required
elements

Missing 3+
required
elements

The written
summary is

incomplete or
missing

Grammar/Spelling

There are no
grammar or

spelling
mistakes

There are 1-2
grammar or

spelling
mistakes

There are 3-4
grammar or

spelling
mistakes

There are 5+
grammar or

spelling
mistakes

There are so
many

grammar
and/or spelling
mistakes that

it detracts
from the
project
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