
Middle School 2021-2022

Week of May 30
● **There is no delayed start on the last day of school**
● We had an amazing time on our Middle School trip to ZOAR Adventure Center. We

can’t wait to tell you all about it. Enjoy the long weekend relaxing.
● In history, students finalized their unit on the Roman Empire with a self and peer

assessment of their DBQ (Document Based Question) essay; in this essay, students
used primary and secondary sources to support their stance on how Christianity
impacted the Roman Empire. Through self and peer assessing their essays, they
practiced looking at their integration of evidence and analysis of that evidence to
support their thesis. To end the week, they finalized their thinking on the Roman
Empire with a timeline activity that tracked the rise and fall of the empire.

● In ELA, students are finishing their reading of Hunger Games. This week, the students
learned about how propaganda has been used throughout history during peace and
war time; taking on this information, students created propaganda posters set within
the Hunger Games' world of Panem. They chose the purpose of their propaganda and
the audience in which it was intended; they were wonderfully creative!

● In science, students finished their natural selection unit with a test. After the creation
of a study guide, review games, and the use of peer studying strategies, students took
their final science assessment. We are ending the year with a review of formal
scientific lab writing through the exploration of water and pH

● On Tuesday, students will be having their LAST math tests of the school year.  Thank
you for your support in everything they've undertaken this year!

● This week in Middle school class, students had a blast tie dying their outfits for field
day and catching up on finishing projects.

Week of May 16



● In ELA, students have continued their reading of Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins.
This week, we worked on quote analysis, the identification and understanding of
symbols throughout the text, author's tone and writing style, along with text-to-text
connections. Students read a short story titled "The Lottery" and then analyzed the
two stories' connected themes.

● In history, students finished analyzing primary sources that revolved around early
Christianity within the Roman Empire. Then, students worked to prepare for and write
their first DBQ (Data Based Question) essay in which they incorporated primary
source evidence and analysis to support their claim.

● In science, students finished their unit on natural selection. Within this unit, students
revisited their understanding of reproduction, genes, and traits; we looked at how
environmental changes can impact the variation and distribution of traits within
populations. Using histograms, students were able to identify how, over time, adaptive
traits can induce natural selection. They have a final assessment for this unit on
Monday (they have a study guide and an associated review game).

● The Stock Market Game has come to the end in middle school math and on Monday,
each group will present an analysis of their portfolio as well as a reflection on what
they learned and would do differently moving forward.  The students had a lot of fun
delving into the world of investments, many showed a genuine knack for selecting
and managing their investments.

● MS music and drama workshop students reflected on their Twelfth Night
performance and learned about the intricacies of running a show. This included
running light and sound equipment, preparing props and sets, and editing music for
performance.

● Middle school students completed their second Sewing unit this week in Shop. With
the help of local seamstress Karen O'Brien, students made PJ pants, shorts and one
hat for their upcoming overnight end of year trip to Zoar Adventure. Stay tuned for the
group photo post trip.

● Middle School students got down and dirty this week in Agriculture, successfully filling
the new raised beds with 6 yards of screened loam! After their retreat next week they
will start adding their seedlings to them.

● In Art, Middle school students finished their Medusa scratch illustrations and worked
on some imaginative stop motion clay animation.

Week of May 9
● In history, students finished their presentations on daily life in Ancient Rome; we

learned about marriage, architecture, politics, education, etc. within the empire. To
end the week, students looked at a series of eleven different primary and secondary
sources that showed how early Christanity impacted the Roman Empire. Students
were asked to analyze maps, paintings, artifacts, and excerpts from letters and
speeches. Next week, they will use this analysis to write their first DBQ (Data Based
Question) essay.



● Stock Market Game multimedia presentations are due on Wednesday, May 18.
Expectations were reviewed this past Tuesday and class time was used to get started
on the assignment.  In lieu of traditional homework between now and the 18th, all
math homework will revolve around finishing the multimedia presentation.  Please
reach out to Kelley at kelleyc@bfarm.org with any questions.

● In ELA, students have started their reading of The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins.
We started with a deep dive into the differences between a utopia and a dystopia, and
what characteristics make up both. Students completed a mini research on a real
"utopia" within history and then shared those with each other to build on their
background knowledge. Once we started the book, we connected this knowledge to
the utopian vision of Panem (the state within the novel) and the reality of the dystopia
that was actually created. We ended the week with a look at how to deepen our quote
analysis skills using a graphic organizer to push our thinking and further understand
symbolism.

● In science, students continued their examination of adaptive traits and how they
impact successive generations of populations. We ended the week by tying this unit
together with our traits and reproduction unit; students leave the week
understanding that genes, and therefore traits, are passed on from parent to offspring,
reproduction does not always create new individuals with adaptive traits, and
organisms with adaptive traits are less likely to die than organisms with non-adaptive
traits, which means they have more opportunities to reproduce.

● In Agriculture, MS students explored soil health, nutrient makeup and pH values. They
took samples of various soils from different areas of the campus and tested their pH
and nutrient content to assess its health and determine what nutrients needed to be
replaced or added.

● In Shop, Middle School students met with local seamstress, Karen O'Brien, for their
second sewing unit. Students are making PJ pants to match their pillows from earlier
in the year. Stay tuned for a group photo sporting their new attire on their trip to Zoar
Adventure in two weeks!

● MS music and drama workshop put some finishing touches on their adaptation of
Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare. The performance will take place tonight at 7
PM!

● Middle school students are currently working on their scratch art illustrations of
Medusa. They are super excited to have their art on display in the great room for their
performance on Friday.  This exhibit of their Greek Gods and Goddesses will be up for
one more week.  Every student has done an outstanding job and deserve much
applause.

Week of May 2
● In history, students completed their Roman research on a variety of topics to help us,

as a class, better understand the daily life of Ancient Romans. Students also were
introduced to the origins and spread of Christianity. They ended the week with a



sorting activity to help define the various reasons (political, economic, social, and
militaristic) for the fall of the western Roman Empire.

● In ELA, students continued to work on their personal response writing essay along
with finishing their class novel, The Benefits of Being an Octopus by Ann Braden. To
end the week, eighth graders will be introduced to the planning and writing of their
graduation speeches; they are very excited (and a bit sad)!

● In science, students started a new unit on Natural Selection; students reviewed
features and traits before they moved into an overview of adaptive vs. non-adaptive
traits and how the environment can impact the variation / distribution of traits over
time.

● In Art, Middle school students started their scratch art project learning the mythology
about Medussa and creating incredible works of art.  Their Greek Gods and Goddess
masks are on exhibit in the great room.

● In Agriculture, students were challenged to follow up their in class science lessons on
ecosystems by identifying and illustrating an ecosystem/ habitat chosen  from around
campus.They were to observe five abiotic, five biotic factors, five interactions between
those factors and two biotic factors competing for the same abiotic factor within their
chosen ecosystem.

● This week in Shop middle school students put their mechanics knowledge to use.
With every material in the Shop available to them, students looked at three different
bot builds and then got to work building their own electric bots. The different
variations made it interesting when balancing weight and voltage. I can't wait to see
the finished products.

● MS music and drama workshop continued preparing for their adaptation of Twelfth
Night by William Shakespeare. The performance will take place on May 13th at 7 PM.

● All middle school students will be beginning their respective final units in math this
week and are also heading into the final weeks of managing their stock portfolios.
They've done an exceptional job of navigating all strands of their math work in a
responsible manner!

Week of April 23
● Students continue to work on managing their stock market portfolios and have been

learning about the importance of diversifying their holdings.  They've become savvy
investors in a very short time!  On another note, sometime in the next two weeks,
every student will be having a math test; the exact date will depend on their group
and the material they are covering.  Please encourage your child to ask for extra help if
they aren't extremely comfortable with all the concepts with which they've been
working.   Thank you!

● In history this week, we explored eras of expansion within Ancient Rome; pairs of
students created "pillars" to commemorate each of the eras and pull out the most
important issues of growth or decline within that time period. To end the week,
students are researching an area of their choice regarding daily life in Ancient Rome;
students have chosen to research concepts such as temples, the Roman Forum,



marriage, holidays, and more. They will present their research on Thursday of next
week.

● In ELA this week, the students finished their reading of The Benefits of Being an
Octopus. To complement the various topics within the novel, students completed an
activity in which they looked at different issues that divided their own community and
then provided solutions on how to bridge that divide. Students also finished a graphic
representation of the novel which incorporated symbolism, theme, key quotations,
and character development. To end the week, students broke into teams and created
their own final discussion format for the novel; instead of voting on their favorite
format of the three teams, they decided to combine all of their ideas.

● In science this week, the students ended their unit on matter and energy in
ecosystems. We ended the unit with a discussion on how to build a functioning
biodome with an understanding of how producers, consumers, and decomposers
work together to exchange gases and energy. Key concepts also included in this
discussion were photosynthesis and cellular resperation.

● This week in Shop, MS students got to be Domino Masters.  Students watched a video
of a young master builder creating some pretty impressive sets and then focused on
mastering six basic domino building techniques.  Using their new skills, students built
and toppled set after set learning from each mistake.  This was a wonderful practice in
design thinking, using failure as a tool to improve each attempt at mastery.  It was also
so fun to watch each topple in action and the collaborative connections the students
made with peer building!

● In Art, middle school students finished their representations of Greek Gods and
Goddesses. They will be on exhibit in the great room until after their play. They have all
worked incredibly hard on this project with innovative finished pieces.

● In Agriculture, students were introduced to the concept of foraging and took a trip
through the woods learning about edible plants and trees. They learned to never eat
any plant they are not 100% sure of and always ask an adult. They also enjoyed
sampling violet seltzer water!

Week of April 11
● Middle School Math: All students are now fully immersed in the Stock Market Game

project. Several teams are hovering in the top 10% of teams in the region, which is
incredible for many reasons, one of which is that they are competing primarily against
high schoolers throughout New England!  Please remind your child that their annual
report assignment is due on Tuesday when we return from break.  They can refer to
specific details that were emailed on April 6, but as always, please have them email
me at kelleyc@bfarm.org with any questions.

● In science, Middle school students have been learning about the interwoven
ecosystems that surround them.  This week, both Middle school and sixth-grade
students took a trip to the beach and worked hard to gather trash and improve their
local ecosystem. Upon their return to campus, the students collaborated to create an
artistic installation using the recycled items they collected. Come by the MS building

mailto:kelleyc@bfarm.org


for viewing and think about what you can do to help our environment and
community.

● This week in history, the students continued to learn about the rise of the Roman
Republic; through note-taking, the class identified and learned about the concepts of
a republic, constitution, consul, senate, tribune, veto, patrician and plebeian. Students
further solidified their understanding of the beginning of the republic with an
experiential exercise that split them into a large majority of plebians and a small
minority of patricians. In this exercise, the patricians used their power and place in
society to require the plebeians to cut tile (pieces of construction paper) in order to
build a mosaic; the plebeians became frustrated with their place in society and ended
up "revolting."

● This week in ELA, students continued their work on a creative writing assignment that
revolves around "abandoned places." They also prepared for and completed their first
formal literature circle discussion on The Benefits of Being an Octopus; the discussion
revolved around figurative language, theme, character development, and symbolism
within the novel.

● This week in science, students started their unit on matter and ecosystems, learning
about the following concepts: abiotic versus biotic matter, carbon, carbon dioxide, and
photosynthesis. Students are learning about the connected nature of these concepts
through the study of a fictional biodome ecosystem and as "ecologists," they must
figure out why the biodome is failing.

● In Art, students were working hard to finish their masks, drawings, and stories, which
will soon be on display.

● In Agriculture,  Middle School students participated in a lesson on the history and
meaning of Earth Day. What carbon neutrality means and how they as an individual or
communities can lessen their carbon footprint. They were super creative in designing
motivational signs to encourage others to be environmentally aware. You can find
them dotted around campus.

Week of April 4
● In history, students are starting their unit on the rise and fall of the Roman Empire.

They started the unit with a close look at the geographical expansion of the empire
between 44 BCE - 117 CE. They also used the map and context clues to hypothesize
why their expansion stalled in some areas and why certain dates were important to
the empire's growth.

● In connection with our study of Ancient Greece and Socrates, students held their third
formal debate of the year on "freedom of speech." The teams researched and prepared
their positions and rebuttals with great focus; they did a phenomenal job looking at
both sides of the argument over freedom of speech and limits.

● In ELA, students are continuing their reading of The Benefits of Being an Octopus by
Ann Braden. They are looking closely at how poverty and access to resources can
impact the daily life of a student in middle school. Simultaneously, we are starting our
creative writing unit with a look at some intriguing "abandoned places" around the
world; with this knowledge, students are writing their own short story based in one of



these abandoned places and then building a suspenseful plot with dialogue, strong
word choice, and quick pacing.

● In science, the students are finishing a small unit on populations and resources; this
week, we focused on consumer and resource populations, energy and reproduction,
competition over resources, the importance of biodiversity, and how all of this impacts
the overall balance of an ecosystem.

● We began the Stock Market Game this week in math.  This exciting intersection of
math and economics has been well received by the students so far.  Please refer back
to the email sent on April 6 for more information.  The students do have a homework
assignment this weekend that requires them to research the differences between
stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. We look forward to keeping you apprised of new
developments as the project progresses!

● Beach Cleanup Day is on Tuesday, April 12th. Students should wear appropriate
clothing and shoes and bring a bagged lunch.

● This week in Drama, students were off-book for their production of "Twelfth Night",
allowing them to dig into their characters with more intensity.

● This week in Middle school art students had a blast painting and designing their
Greek inspired masks. Every fine artist was brimming with fantastic ideas. The masks
will be finished soon and on display. The enthusiasm in class this week was full speed
ahead.

● In Agriculture, students were given a lesson on felting and brainstormed designs that
would incorporate our felted alpaca fleece into their micro economy. They were also
very helpful pitching in with farm chores and practicing harnessing the goats!

● Shop: Middle School students are very excited to soon have materials purchased and
start construction on their new planter box addition to our campus. With the help of
Mike O'meara's building expertise and architect, Joe Lanza, students have solidified a
beautifully sound design and will begin construction post-April break. This week,
students worked with Joe to gain a deeper knowledge of the tools in the application,
Sketchup. Thank you, Joe, for offering your time to enhance our learning.

Week of March 28
● This week in cultural, students have been working on building study guides for their

Ancient Greece quiz on Monday, April 4th. In teams, they have also been preparing for
their next debate on freedom of speech. They reviewed how to use ethos, pathos, and
logos in their debate writing preparation.

● This week in ELA, the students have started a new book titled The Benefits of Being an
Octopus by Ann Braden. The students are excited to dive into this next unit which will
revolve around character development, themes on overcoming obstacles, written
response, and literary discussion.



● Math - all students finished up their geometry units this week and will resume their
respective pre-algebra, algebra, and advanced geometry studies next week. Stay
tuned for information going home next week regarding an upcoming math project.

● Middle School Quarter 3 Progress Reports were emailed today. Please let us know if
you didn't get them.

The Shop:
Students took a look at a new application called Sketchup, introduced to us by the middle
school building architect Joe Lanza.  Students watched a quick tutorial and then played
around with some basic techniques.  They then looked at three Sketchup models Joe put
together for the MS planter box project.  Students discussed the pros and cons of each model
and then physically staked out the square footage needed to install their project.

Agriculture:
Students got into the swing of Spring by brainstorming what vegetables and flowers were
appropriate for our growing zone and preparing seedlings to be transplanted later into the
newly constructed community raised beds.  All and all, planting over 100 seedlings.

Art:
Middle school students had an incredible art class this week making their Greek-inspired
masks.  Every student was up for the challenge of having the mask molded onto their face
and adding the 3-dimensional parts.  They exhibited immense bravery and ultimate creativity.
Next week they will be painting and designing these fine masterpieces.

Drama:
We did not meet this week because of the Professional Development day; however, we are in
the crucial stage of their production where they should be getting "off-book  ."Please
encourage your student to work on memorizing their lines at home before the next Drama
class.  Reading scenes as a family can be fun.

Week of March 21
● This week in ELA, students finalized their Trailblazer Projects with a proposal to their

families, teachers, and Bay Farm administration. Their hard work and passion paid off,
with the students professionally sharing their unique ideas to help the greater
community. The students are now moving into a research assignment in which they
prepare for a classroom debate on free speech.

● Students finished writing an argumentative essay on Socrates' prosecution; they used
evidence from two different articles to argue that the prosecution was either just or
unjust. Next, taking our study of Socrates, we will flow back into our study of Ancient
Greece.

● This week in science, students finished their unit on Traits and Reproduction with a
test. Students started the week by creating a study guide, peer studying, and class



review. They ended the week with a reading on recessive and dominant genes and a
game using the Punnett Square.

● Math - all students will have a geometry test on Thursday, March 31st. Each child will
be bringing home a study guide containing material specific to what their group has
been learning. Stay tuned for information going home next week regarding an
upcoming math project.

● This week in The Shop, middle schoolers had the unique opportunity to chat with the
architect that designed the middle school building, Joe Lanza. Mr. Lanza spoke about
his career and experience as a builder and a designer. He even took some time to
answer questions the students had prepared. The students then presented their
Shop/Agriculture planter box project to him to seek his advice on the space, materials,
and design they had chosen. There were many discoveries and a few visits back to the
drawing board as students became acutely aware of possible flaws in their design.
Thank you, Joe, for sharing your expertise and moving us many steps closer to a solid
build and beautiful addition to our campus.

● In Agriculture this week, middle school students designed and built springtime
nesting wreaths for their microeconomy while using a blend of recycled and natural
materials to benefit the local bird populations.

● In art, students are working on their drawings of Greek Gods and Goddesses. Next
week they will be designing sculptures of these images from castings of their face.

● In Drama, students finalized their costume designs for "Twelfth Night" and began the
process of fine-tuning their performances. Students are encouraged to continue
memorizing their lines throughout the week!

Week of March 14
● In ELA, students are finalizing their Trailblazer Projects. Their proposals will take place

on Monday, March 21st from 2-3:00 PM in the middle school; parents are invited and
we hope to see you there!

● In history, students are writing an argumentative essay in which they are arguing if
Socrates' prosecution was just or unjust. This correlates with our study of Ancient
Greece, democracy, free speech, and philosophy. Students have read a model essay,
planned their essay, and next week, will complete the writing. Within this writing, we
are focusing on pulling arguments and counterarguments from two different takes on
Socrates' prosecution as evidence to support our own claims.

● In science, students have finalized their traits and reproduction unit. This week, we
ended with an overview of their study guide. Using their notes and readings, they will
work on adding to this study guide on Monday and Tuesday in preparation for their
unit test on Wednesday, March 23rd. We will also have a review game on Monday.

● Thank you for supporting your child's mathematical teaching endeavors.  Not only
were the videos a lot of fun to watch, it was wonderful seeing the process each



student  uses to approach their math work.  All students will continue working on a
variety of geometry concepts this week.

● Students continued work on their collaborative planter box project this week in The
Shop. Students discussed budget, altering their original material selection to stay
under cost. They developed a timeline and plan of action with a deadline for
completion. They then drafted their design to scale and built a 3D model of their
vision out of cardboard.

● Middle school students are almost done glazing their pottery, and have started their
drawings depicting a Greek God or Goddess.  These drawings will be inspiration for a
special project we are working on.  More to come on this

Week of March 1
● Students have finished their selected reading and notes for their Trailblazer Project

this week in ELA. This book was meant to feed their knowledge on the particular
humanitarian topic they chose (voting rights, racial justice, inequality, refugee and
homeless support, food insecurity, etc.). The students also finished the community
inventory component of their project, where they looked deeply at how
Massachusetts is addressing their chosen issue. Students scoured bills, laws, current
events, research from universities and the MA government to fully understand how
Massachusetts is working to solve problems. We are currently working on writing a
letter to a public servant to enhance our formal letter writing skills and hopefully
initiate change at local / state levels. Lastly, students are starting their Bay Farm
proposals; how will they address this issue right here on campus.

● Regular math lessons and homework will resume on Monday, March 14.  Because of
testing, some students weren't able to complete their review packets this week , so
they will be bringing their assignments home over the weekend to complete for
Monday morning.

● This week in Science, students have been continuing their look at genes, gene
versions, gene copies, and how genes instruct ribosomes to build proteins that
determine traits. Students used our online simulation to observe how their genes
impact spider offspring's features. Students also read an article on fraternal vs.
identical twins and how these differences occur.

● In Music and Drama Workshop this week, the middle schoolers continued working on
their William Shakespeare's Twelfth Night adaptation. They have been able to stage
the show's entirety and will continue developing their concept and characters as the
production process continues. Practice outside of class instruction is essential to retain
and improve their skills. All students are now working towards memorization. The
music throughout this production is in the process of being created and chosen by
the students to align with the rest of the show. Students have been encouraged to
make playlists that embody their interpretation of their character/s.

● In The Shop,  students launched a new and exciting community project this week in
collaboration with Annabel's Agriculture and Mike. Students have gotten the green
light to design and build a new planter box structure and garden area for the upper
campus to maintain and enjoy. This week, students took the Shop hour to research
different design options considering the space available. Students also researched the
answers to many important questions around the following subjects: type of wood,
appropriate measurements, water conservation, pests, sunlight, and many more. We



are all very excited about this project coming to life on our campus and the future
community outreach opportunities it will provide.

● In Art, Middle school students continued glazing their pottery in vibrant hues. They are
taking their time and putting a lot of effort into design and painting. Brooklyn's teapot
was ready to take home today, and she was thrilled with this gorgeous piece. Pottery
will be fired and ready to come home over the next few weeks.

● This week in Drama/Music workshop, students did their first full run-through of their
production of "Twelfth Night" and got a taste of what the entire show will become by
May.

● Middle School students enjoyed a lesson on soap making and its history. They created
over a dozen beautiful handmade soaps using organic ingredients that will be sold to
support their micro economy effort.

Week of March 1

● In ELA, students are in the final two weeks of reading their selected autobiography,
biography, or memoir. In addition to taking weekly reading notes, they are researching
for their community inventory, which is their in depth look at what Massachusetts is
doing to address an issue within the book they are reading (i.e. voting rights, women's
pay gap, refugee resources, etc). In the coming two weeks, students will use all of this
knowledge gained to create their schoolwide proposal to support the issue right here
in our community. Over the next two weeks, students are also writing a formal letter to
a public representative of their choice; the goal of this letter is to practice formal letter
writing, the integration of local and federal laws, and writing with a mission (asking for
their help, advice, connections, etc).

● In history, students are digging into primary sources surrounding the trial of Socrates.
After reading multiple primary sources, students will make a claim and write an essay
proving that Socrates' persecution was either just or unjust for the time period. To
follow this, students will partake in a Mock Trial of Socrates.

● In science, students are studying genes, proteins, and mutations. This week, students
engaged in a hands-on activity in which groups of four broke into sets of two genes
and two ribosomes; the "genes" provide instructions for the "ribosomes" to build their
specific proteins. Finally, students were then given mutations to cover up some of the
instructions, so that students could see how this modified the instructions and
ultimately the proteins!

● All students have begun an appropriately-leveled unit on Geometry this week; they
are enjoying switching gears for the moment.  Please feel free to have your child reach
out to me at kelleyc@bfarm.org during the evening if they are having any difficulty
with these new concepts on their homework.

● Because of next week's Performance Series Scantron testing, math homework will
look a bit different next week.  On Friday, please be on the lookout for an email that
will provide more details about the assignment.

● In Art, students started glazing their pottery in vibrant hues of glazes, as well as work
on a special project integrating classroom studies of ancient Greece.  I will explain
more on this project a bit later.  It will be guaranteed to be creative and brimming
with excitement.



● In Shop, Students finished their Fluor Ball Run Challenge builds this week  and
entered their work into the national competition this week. I am super proud of all of
their hard work and I can't wait to see the outcome!  Way to go guys!

Week of February 14

● In Cultural, students have been reading about Sparta and Athens, while also reviewing the
various Greco-Persian Battles and the outcomes of each. The students are ending the week
with a "walk through" Athens, looking at various ancient sites and architecture.

● In literature and writing, students continue their reading of their Trailblazer Project books and
have started their research on how their community is addressing a human rights issue
brought up within their book. Students also ended the week with lyric analysis of their favorite
song, pulling out imagery, figurative language, connections, etc.

● In science, students continue to look at traits and how proteins within cells can affect those
traits. This week, students modeled proteins to see how their structure impacted their function.

● In Art, students continued working in clay and enhancing their studies of ancient
Greece.  After vacation they will be painting and glazing their stunning vessels, and
sculptures.

● In Agriculture,
● In Music, middle schoolers continued working on their adaptation of William

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. They have been able to stage the first two acts, thus far.
All music throughout this production is in the process of being created by the
students.

Week of February 7

● In History, students are learning about the geography of Ancient Greece, the
government styles (monarchy, oligarchy, tyranny, and democracy) and Sparta vs.
Athens. They are finishing the week with the creation of a travel brochure on where
they would like to visit - Ancient Athens or Sparta.

● In Literature, the students started reading their Trailblazer Project book selections and
are beginning to think about what direction they want to take their community
inventory (how the issue of human rights in their book connects with Massachusetts).

● In writing, the students are reading and responding to short stories. We are focusing
on how to approach a variety of prompts and how to incorporate textual evidence to
support our answers.

● In Science, students started their new unit on Traits and Reproduction; they are acting
as scientists to study the various proteins that impact traits within humans and
animals.

● In Shop, students continued work on their entries for the Fluor Ball Run Challenge
Engineering Competition this week. These builds are really coming together as the
students test different inclines and obstacles for their ball to maneuver.

● In Art, students continue their clay adventure, and are now incorporating classroom
studies of ancient Greece into exciting art.  They are working on bas-reliefs depicting
olympic scenes, as well as creating large vessels on the pottery wheel.

Week of February 1



● In history, students are starting their study of Ancient Greece. We are starting with a
look at the geography of Greece and then moving into the beginning of Democracy.
This Friday and next Monday, students will be looking at Democracy, Oligarchy,
Tyranny, and Monarch - and even get to turn the classroom into each type of
government style with a simulation!

● In ELA, students are beginning their "Trailblazer Project" in which they are selecting a
person that is a trailblazer in the field of human rights. From here, students will select
a book about the life of a person in this field, conduct an inventory of what
Massachusetts is doing to address this human rights issue, and ultimately, create a
proposal to address this issue right here at Bay Farm. More detailed information will
be sent to middle school families this week. We are so excited to see what they do
with this project!

● In science, students are finishing their unit on Metabolism with the creation of a study
guide and an assessment on Monday, February 7th.

● In Art, students continued their clay adventure designing boxes inspired by Ming
Dynasty porcelain, as well as designing large vessels on the pottery wheel.

● In Math, All students are extending their mathematical comfort zones on a daily basis.
Those students working in the purple math book will have a test on Wednesday
morning.  Please reach out to Kelley if you have any questions.

● In Music and Drama Workshop, students continued working on their adaptation of
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. All music throughout this production is in the process of
being created by the students

● In Agriculture, students took a look at the history of cheese making and what regions
of the world experience lactose intolerance and why. We followed this with making
our own farm cheese.

● In Shop, students began work on their entries to the Fluor Ball Run Challenge
Competition this week. Students formed teams to construct a ball run measuring at
least 10 inches in height with the goal to keep their ball rolling for the longest possible
time. Each team will enter their build into the contest in March for a chance to win a
prize of $1,000 to go toward middle school programming here on campus at Bay
Farm.

Week of January 24

● In Cultural, students have finished teaching their history lessons on Ancient China. The
students were responsible for creating lesson plans, identifying key terms and
concepts, preparing supporting materials, and teaching the lesson.

● In Literature, students finished their reading of Revolution is Not a Dinner Party. They
are ending the unit with a student-led literature circle discussion, sharing figurative
language, historical connections, and discussion questions.

● In Writer's Workshop, students have been preparing for their second debate in which
they are debating over the benefits of social media; they are practicing research skills,
rhetoric skills such as the use of ethos, pathos and logos, and collaboration skills.

● In Science, students are learning about cellular respiration, chemical reactions, energy,
and cellular repair. They have been acting as doctors to diagnose a young girl who is



feeling very tired; through a series of simulations and observation of symptoms, they
diagnosed her with Diabetes.

● Each child's progression through the math curriculum continues to move rapidly.
Thanks to their diligent work on nightly homework and daily classroom assignments,
the students are demonstrating a strong understanding of the concepts with which
each is working.  If your child ever needs assistance, please have them reach out to
Kelley at kelleyc@bfarm.org the evening before to arrange for an 8:00am review.

● In Drama, students received further blocking scenes for Act 1 of Twelfth Night and
continued their discussion on memorization strategies and the management of
elevated language.

● In Art, students continued their studies of ancient Chinese pottery.  They are in the
midst of designing original tea pots, learning to throw off the hump technique, and
designing boxes inspired by Ming Dynasty porcelain.

● In Shop, students wrapped up their sewing unit with Karen O'Brien and completed
their very decorative pillows designed to brighten up the collective area in the Middle
School. Students were able to make connections to their study of early humans and
ancient China this year by looking at the history of sewing and the making of natural
materials including silk. Well done guys.

● In Music and Drama Workshop, the middle schoolers continued working on their
adaptation of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. All music throughout this production is in
the process of being created by the students.

Week of January 17

● In Cultural, students have been preparing for and teaching their lessons on Ancient
China. The student pairs prepared a lesson plan, notes, a lesson activity, and a
follow-up activity to assess understanding. Additionally, it has been wonderful
practice in organization, collaboration, and public speaking.

● In literature, students are finishing up Revolution is Not a Dinner Party, in which we
continue to discuss the historical and individual ramifications of the Cultural
Revolution in China in the 1970s. Students are being assessed for comprehension,
along with vocabulary knowledge throughout the novel.

● In Writer's Workshop, students held their first formal debate after a week of research
and preparation. The students did a phenomenal job presenting their information
in a persuasive and respectful way. Please ask your student about their experience
with this activity!

● In science, students finalized their review of the circulatory, respiratory, and
digestive system with a discussion on how molecules are used in all three. They
learned what happens to the food and air that enter a healthy body, how our
digestive system and respiratory system break down molecules such as proteins,
starches, and oxygen, and what happens to those molecules in a healthy cell.
Students will be exploring a metabolism simulation tool tomorrow by feeding the
"body" different diets to see how one's body systems react to different molecules.

● In Math, students are working along several strands of mathematics each day. They
have gotten into the flow of managing their time incredibly well, both on their daily



work cycle and nightly homework assignments.  As a general rule of thumb,
students will have nightly math homework throughout the week, but none on the
weekends unless they are working on a long term project.    Those students who are
wrapping up in the Gray "Keys to Book 2" will be having a test on Friday, January 28.
As always, please reach out if you have any questions - thank you for your support!

● In Art, students continue with their studies of ancient Chinese pottery.  They are in
the process of designing a teapot inspired from the Ming dynasty period and the
gorgeous porcelain during that time, as well as incorporating original designs.
Students also learned a clay wheel technique to create cups called "throwing off the
hump", as well as made vessels.

● In Agriculture, students explored composting, soil health and vermiculture. Please
remember to remind your child to dress appropriately for the elements. Durable
clothing and waterproof shoes are highly recommended.

● In Shop, students got busy learning to sew in a Master class with local expert Karen
O'brien. Students began their lesson with that math calculation behind the material
they would need to make a 16x16 inch pillow. They then moved to the evolution of
cloth and materials making connections to their history unit on ancient China and
the Silk Road. These beautiful pillows will be finished next week and decorate our
collective seating for the year.

Week of January 10

● In Art, students started their clay semester integrating some recent classroom studies

about Buddhism and Hinduism.  They created a Buddha or a Ganesha, and these

sculptures are works of art.  Students are also learning various wheel techniques

incorporating some vessel shapes and learning about  pottery designs from ancient

China.

● In Shop, Middle School students researched different designs of paper airplanes and

made informed decisions choosing two builds to test in Shop this week. Each student

built their planes, tested them and filled out a lab report using the data they collected.

They uncovered a deeper understanding of the differences in controlled, independent

and dependent variables and why they are important in the world of science.

● In Music, MS reflected on what the performing arts are and why they are asked to

participate in them as a part of the curriculum. They additionally reviewed basic music

concepts by playing several music games such as rhythm bingo, poison rhythm, and

genre four square. For the remainder of class they worked through Twelfth Night by

Shakespeare.

● Middle Schoolers are progressing along several strands of mathematics according to

each child’s readiness.  They receive lessons and daily work cycle assignments and

nightly homework assignments.  Thursday nights will generally be the heaviest night



for math homework.  Please remind your child to bring all his/her math workbooks to

and from school each day.  Thank you for your support with everything we do in the

classroom.  If you have any questions about math, please email Kelley at

kelleyc@bfarm.org.

● In Cultural, students are finalizing their preparations to teach history lessons to their

peers. The theme is Ancient China and the topics are the Shang Dynasty, Three

Chinese Philosophies, The First Emperor of China, The Han Dynasty, and the Silk Road.

● In writing, students were assigned their debate teams and flipped a coin to determine

if they were the pro or con team; they will be debating on pay equality within

professional sports.

● In literature, students are halfway through their reading of Revolution is Not a Dinner

Party; we are focusing on historical knowledge surrounding the Cultural Revolution in

China during the 1970s and vocabulary acquisition.

● In science, students are gaining background knowledge on atoms, molecules, and

how they bond, along with a review of the digestive, circulatory, and respiratory body

systems so that they can accurately help diagnose a patient within this unit on

metabolism.

● In Agriculture, students were introduced to grow zones and how to  determine

appropriate crops for specific zones. They were paired off and given a random state in

the U.S to research and design a vegetable/fruit garden accommodating the specifics

of that zone and the needs of the crops.

Week of January 5

● Students are reading Revolution is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine;

alongside this reading, they are learning about the Cultural Revolution of the 1970s

within China and the leadership of Mao Zedong

● Students are learning about Ancient China and will be preparing and teaching lessons

to their peers

● Students are learning about formal debate; they have chosen their topic and they will

be debating on gender equality for pay within athletics

● Students are starting their Metabolism Unit for science in which they will act as doctors and

help diagnose a young girl who is feeling extremely tired; throughout this unit, students will

learn how molecules travel through systems in a healthy body.

● This week,  Middle school students took the lessons they learned before break about

fire building and fire starting skills and made some very impressive improvements.

Starting a fire in only 5 strikes, I'd say they learned a lot about how to plan execution

mailto:kelleyc@bfarm.org


and control variables to achieve their goal.  I'm so proud of them!

Week of December 13

● The students finalized a persuasive essay in writer's workshop; the students chose a

topic of their choice, created a strong and clear claim, and then researched evidence

to support their position. We worked on integrating evidence, adding in-text citations,

and balancing our evidence with our own analysis.

● The students finished their reading of The Alchemist with a formal literature circle

discussion in which they prepared discussion questions, figurative language and

quote analysis, vocabulary, and examples of conflict and character development. They

did a phenomenal job leading a 45 minute discussion.

● The students finished their unit on Ancient India with the creation of a formal study

guide; we worked on compiling notes, gathering important information based on the

given topics, and studying techniques.

● The students prepared for the Winter Fest with excitement and responsibility! They

prepared baked goods, tree ornaments, wreaths, and bows to be sold at the holiday

event; they earned money for their spring trip and had a lot of fun in the process!

● The Alchemist storyboard is due Wednesday, January 5th (already started this past

week) - your child can choose to work on this over break, if they would like.

● Middle School students put their survival skills to work last week with some good

teamwork clearing their fire site.  This week the two groups selected their fire-building

technique choosing from the three discussed in class, Teepee, Lean-to, or Log Cabin.

Each group attempted to start their fire using only the materials they gathered and a

flint or ferro rod, discussing the best positioning to cast their sparks. They both got so

close, but realized just how hard it can be finally using a match! We’ll try again in the

new year with their newfound knowledge and skills.

● Middle school students had a festive time designing and decorating their gingerbread

mansions. It was a wonderful time designing edible architecture. JOY was in the air

and the holiday season was bright with smiles.

● Music and drama workshop did not meet this week. However, the middle schoolers

successfully performed the four holiday carols they have been working on at the

Holiday Tree Lighting Event on Thursday, December 16th.

● In Agriculture, MS students got creative constructing holiday wreaths using collected

greens and holly.They were beautiful!  They then sold their creations at the first annual



"Lighting of the Tree" in hopes of raising money for their eighth grade trip.

Week of December 6

● Students are continuing their reading of The Alchemist and practicing quote analysis

● Students are learning about Hinduism and Buddhism, along with the rise of the

Gupta Empire in Ancient India.

● Students presented their Ideal City proposals to their peers, teachers, and school

administrators. The presentations were thorough, unique, and showed off their weeks

of hard work! They finished with a reflective survey to analyze their own work, the work

of their peers, and the project as a whole.

● They are hard at work preparing for the Winter Festival on Thursday; they are excited

to sell their crafts and baked goods in support of their microeconomy!

● MS brought their learning full circle this week in Shop. Students begin the semester

looking at early man, human fundamental needs, and civilization advancement.

Students pulled examples of these needs and their effects from their literature books

Hatchet and Refugee with a deep understanding of the differences in material vs

spiritual needs and what they provide. Students then brought it back to basics

identifying the first pendulum swing in history, the control of fire. Students talked

about the benefits fire brought to early humans, freeing them to meet more

spiritual/intellectual needs.  Students discussed how they predicted they would start a

fire with no modern advantages. Students then broke into two groups, divided tasks,

and began work on a plan to clear a site and build a fire on the peace path. We will see

if they can achieve their goal next week.

● Middle school student's continued on their ornament making adventure and finished

the gingerbread drawings, which they will translate into edible art next week.

Everyone is beyond excited to design their edible holiday mansions.

Week of November 29

● Students finished reading Refugee by Alan Gratz with a discussion around what we

can do in our own community to help refugees. The ideas ranged from teaching

English to new refugees, helping fund supplies for new homes, helping fundraise, to



putting on fun games for children within refugee families. The students and I were

truly moved by this book and we encourage everyone to read it.

● The students started reading The Alchemist by Paolo Coelho; our focus with this

reading will be on figurative language, quote analysis, and thematic discussion.

● We started our study of Ancient India this week, focusing on the geography of the

subcontinent. Next week, we will explore Buddhism and Hinduism, along with the

achievements of the Gupta Empire.

● The students started a persuasive essay this week in which they are persuading on a

topic of their choice; the topics range from "why more women should be in leadership

positions" to "why too much screen time is detrimental to children" to "why students

should be able to start their own after school clubs." We will be partaking in the

writing process over the next couple of weeks.

● Upcoming Due Dates:

○ Ideal City Proposals on Wednesday, December 8th

○ Figurative Language Quiz on Thursday, December 9th

● Math: Students are either in percents or finishing up ratios, rates, and proportions and

will begin percents this upcoming week.

● Science: The STEAM Fair is finally in the books. We will be finishing up our unit on the

Human Microbiome. Students will be focusing on making strong, evidence-based

scientific arguments.

● Middle Schoolers put the finishing touches on their Ideal City projects this week in

Shop utilizing common recyclables for their structures. Students will present their

proposals and builds next week.

● In music and drama workshop, the middle schoolers began exploring Shakespeare’s

“Twelfth Night” and finalized their holiday carols for the First Annual Tree Lighting

Holiday Community Event on December 16th at 5:00 PM.

● Middle school students finished up their mosaics and have started to create

perspective drawings for their edible art mansions, as well as design some festive

things for their upcoming holiday sale.

Week of November 15

● In history, students finalized their Ideal City proposals; they will be "pitching" their

cities to their peers, teachers, and administration after the Thanksgiving break. They



also finished their lessons on the origins of Judaism with a final discussion on how

religion has impacted the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

● In ELA, students finished their reading of Refugee by Alan Gratz; the book beautifully

wove together three harrowing stories of refugee families. The students ended the

week learning how the author incorporated real historical facts into the fictional

stories of these three families. We will end our final lesson on Monday talking about

how we can write to our own state representatives regarding the current U.S. refugee

/immigration policies.

● In ELA, the students also created "Blackout Poetry" from the pages of Refugee. They

chose a page that resonated with them, then carefully selected words and phrases

from that page to craft a poem that expressed a certain tone and theme that

correlated with the book. They finished by creating an overlaid image or drawing to

further express the tone and theme.

● The students prepared and enjoyed a beautiful Thanksgiving feast! We ended the

meal with a chain of "thanks" in which everyone wrote something they were thankful

for in their community and we chained the pieces of paper together to make a

garland.

● Middle Schoolers are hard at work on their Ideal City projects this week in Shop.  Each

group will be constructing a model of their city spot-lighting the unique

characteristics of the infrastructure they designed in their proposals. Once completed,

they will present and pitch their cities to their classmates and the administration.

Where would you want to live?

● In music and drama workshop, the middle schoolers continued their technical drama

unit and worked on holiday carols for the Holiday Community Event on December

16th.

● In Art, Middle School students are finishing up their mosaics and will soon be bringing

these stunning works of art home.

Week of November 8

● We had a great time in Boston this week!  Leading up to the day trip to Boston,

student pairs selected a fundamental need (art, shelter, clothing, religion/spirituality,

transportation, etc.) and then researched how people in Boston meet this

fundamental need. They then selected a physical representation of this fundamental



need (i.e. religion -- Old North Church) and prepared a short presentation on the

place's history.

● The students were also responsible for planning the travel to and from/between

selected locations. They had to work together as a full class to figure out the best plan

for the day. Then, they worked with a variety of maps, typed up their directions, and

practiced with a map before heading to Boston.

● While in Boston, the student pairs successfully guided us to all locations, presented in

public spaces, enjoyed lunch in the Boston Common, and experienced the T and

commuter rail. It was a wonderful day of growth and teamwork!

● Additionally, the students are working on the following in humanities:

○ Completing their Ideal City Proposals (pitching someone to live in their city)

and creating items that share the city's identity. Their "pitches" will be towards

the end of next week.

○ The students are finishing their reading of Refugee by Alan Gratz; this week, we

have been discussing symbolism throughout the novel along with overarching

themes.

● We are speeding up our work on the STEAM Fair projects. They are assembling their

prototypes and working on their communications report. In Math, we are finishing up

our study of Ratios, rates, and proportions. They will be tested in the next week or two,

depending on the rate of their progress. Next up will be Percents!

● Luke and Lauren will be responsible for next week's Children's House Before Care

coverage.  Please arrive at the agriculture room at 7:25.  Because of the delayed start

on Wednesday, you will not need to work on Wednesday.

● Middle Schoolers practiced their building techniques today with MYNT 3D printing

pens.  They worked on 3D boxes, stacking and building midair. Then their creativity

took over. They will be using these fun tools while building a model of their city to

scale or their upcoming Ideal City Project presentations.

● In Art, middle school students are embarking on a creative adventure learning the art

of tile mosaics. After viewing a video about the history of mosaics in Mesopotamia,

and learning how the styles have evolved and changed over time, our fine artists have

started their interpretations.

Week of November 1



● In History, students have been continuing their work on their Ideal City projects,

specifically creating the infrastructure to provide services to their people. Students

were observed having wonderful conversations surrounding housing inequality,

access to clean water, taxes and how those would help pay for strong health care, etc.

Next week, they will begin "building" their cities!

● In Literature, students are continuing their read of Refugee by Alan Gratz; as a

supplement to this reading, the students have completed their research on Nazi

Germany in the 1930s, Cuba in the 1990s, and current-day Syria. Our conversations this

coming week will revolve around unchecked power and the human spirit in response.

● Students are preparing for a trip to Boston on Tuesday, November 9th! They have

been researching a fundamental need of humans (shelter, food, transportation,

clothing, etc.) and how people in a modern-day city such as Boston meet these needs.

They have also chosen physical representations of these needs (i.e. transportation -

South Station) and will be sharing a presentation at each of these locations. Lastly,

they will be leading us around the city with their prepared directions and maps (no

phones!). It should be a fun and growth-filled experience!

● In Math students will be writing ratios, unit rates, & proportions. They will also solve

proportions. Furthermore, they will learn how to use proportions to solve problems

with similar figures, maps, & scale models.

● In Science, MS students are going to be analyzing data and evaluating evidence about

bacteria to make a strong argument. They will learn that a scientific argument is

strong when it has solid evidence that upholds the claim that they make.

● The STEAM Fair project is moving forward at a quick pace. All of their materials are

expected to be at school by Tuesday, November 9th. Only a week later, they are

expected to have their prototype completed.

● In Agriculture, Middle School was introduced to the history and uses of the pungent

garlic bulb. They dissected, tasted, and planted garlic in our raised beds. No vampires

were present!

● In Art, students finished up their incredible pyrography plaques and illustrated their

bird of prey drawings with pen and ink.

● Reminder: Tuesday, November 9th - Middle School Trip to Boston. Parents, please

drop off your students at the Kingston Commuter Rail Station between 8-8:15 AM.

Students should bring a packed lunch and water, a small backpack for their personal

belongings, and comfortable walking clothes/shoes.



Week of October 25
● In History, the students are working on the creation of their city's vision, name,

constitution, and identity. Simultaneously, they are also exploring Ancient Egypt and

the origins of Judaism.

● In Literature, students are reading Refugee by Alan Gratz while exploring the

leadership within 1930s Nazi Germany, 1990s Cuba, and current-day Syria. Although

heavy topics, we are focusing on themes of family, connection, and perseverance. The

students are also building on their research skills as they explore various topics within

this novel.

● The MS is still focusing on rates, ratios, and proportions in Math.

● In Science, they are studying the human microbiome and improving their active

reading skills.

● For the STEAM Fair, they are collecting the needed materials for their prototypes. The

materials are due in school by Tuesday, November 9.

● Middle School students wrapped up their hard work on BOO Fest this week, finishing

up the life-sized skeleton for Pin the Bone on the Skeleton and last-minute touches on

decorations and really fun games with prizes.  They are all very excited to share their

creations with their school community.

Week of October 18
● In cultural, the students are working on their Ideal City Projects in which they are

planning the goals, identity, constitution, and infrastructure of a community. They will

finish their project with a physical build of the city and a proposal for the city to their

peers. They kicked off the project on Monday with a zoom visit from the Director of

Transportation in Boston; it was an educational and fun speaker for the students and

teachers alike!

● In literature, the students are beginning their reading of Refugee by Alan Gatz.

Students are reading this story revolving around hope, survival, and resilience amidst

gaining a deeper understanding of Cuba in the 1990s, Syria in 2010, and Nazi Germany

in the 1930s.

● In Math, students are finishing up equations and inequalities and moving into ratios,

rates, and proportions.

● In Science, students are sharpening their argumentation skills while studying the

human microbiome.



● For the STEAM Fair, they have provided an outline of their STEAM project and will

begin to collect the materials needed.

● Spanish is an integral part of the Middle School curriculum, and students have regular

Spanish homework and assessments.  Please check in with your children regularly to

ensure that they are keeping up with their work.  Thank you!

● The final DBMS visit is this coming Monday, October 25th (Boating License Test)

● October 29th, 5:30-7:30 PM BOO Fest Participation. All students are encouraged to

stay after school until Boo Fest. From 3-5:30, students will have time for homework, a

little Halloween fun, and Boo Fest setup. You will receive a separate email with more

details regarding this afternoon.

● Middle School students worked hard on their booths for Boofest this week. Students

are putting together 4 really imaginative and fun booths for Bay Farm families to

enjoy at Boofest on October 29th.  Come and enjoy the Trunk or Treat, games and

Jack-O-Lantern walk on campus next week and get in the Halloween spirit!

● In Art, Middle School students had a wonderful adventure learning the art of

pyrography (wood burning).  This ancient art form has been around for thousands of

years, and it has been interesting to see how it has shifted over the years.  It is inspiring

to see the student's interpretations using this art form.  Their finished plaques will be

completed next week.

● In Agriculture, Middle School students finished their squash plant pots and put in a

great deal of effort into preparing the garden beds for winter. Special shout out to

Jesse who was extremely helpful with the shovel!

● In music and drama workshop, the Middle Schoolers prepared for their performance

of their community-created production Together. You won’t want to miss it on

November 3rd!

Week of October 11
● Narrative writing is due Tuesday, October 19.

● Final Literature Circle Discussion for Hatchet is Wednesday, October 20.

● Students will be going strong on their STEAM projects. This week they will be

finalizing their project plans which are due next Monday (the 25th).

● In Math, we are solving 2-step Inequalities and transitioning into word problems. Soon

will come their test for Chapter 4.

● In our Cultural studies, students are exploring various geographical reasons why

people settle in certain places, along with the push and pull factors that affect human

movement. They are also reviewing the United Nations’ “sustainable development



goals” which are a “blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all.”

This is all in preparation for their upcoming group projects in which they will create

their own “ideal city.”

● In Literature, students are finishing their reading of Hatchet by Gary Paulson and

preparing for their student-led literature circle discussion. Students prepare by

creating a document that outlines plot details, figurative language, narrative

techniques, theme, and discussion questions.

● In music and drama workshop, the middle schoolers continued to work on their

community-created production Together. They finished learning their musical

number “I’ll Be There for You” by Michael Skloff and Pete Schumutte from the hit NBC

show “Friends.” Students are encouraged to practice with the vocal and

accompaniment tracks that were emailed to them. Additionally, students should be

fully memorized (both lines, lyrics, and music) by performance day.

● Middle school artists had a fabulous time working with Dianne Stanton and finishing

their original baskets. The end results are stunning.

○ They also had the opportunity to go to the Wingmasters program and draw

birds of prey, and learn about these magnificent birds.

Week of October 4
● In Writer's Workshop, students are writing their first creative story of the year. They

have brainstormed regarding their characters, setting, and plot structure; participated

in conferences with their peers to strengthen ideas, and started writing. They have

also been challenged to incorporate literary techniques such as "breaking the fourth

wall", a "red herring", the use of a non-linear story structure, etc. Many of them have

been enjoying their writing and conferencing outside with the beautiful weather the

last couple of days.

● In Cultural, students are starting their study of ancient Egypt, the Kingdom of Kush,

and Ancient Israel. During this unit, the students will be working in groups to create

their own "ideal city"; pulling upon their understanding of these early civilizations

along with exploration of modern cities, students will dive deep into how humans

meet their fundamental needs within a society.

● This week in Math, Middle School students have been working on solving 2-step

equations and are now moving into solving 2-step inequalities.

● In Science, students are beginning their work on the STEAM Fair. There is much work

ahead for them. The Fair is less than 2 short months away! Their final project plan

must be finalized by Monday, October 25



● MS students are also delving into the microscopic world, learning about

microorganisms with both their uses and dangers.

● Students worked on tying knots during their trip to Duxbury Bay Maritime School this

week.

● Students are bringing in supplies to build their booths for Boo Fest! They are so

excited to help run this fun event for Bay Farm!

● Art: Middle school students had the wonderful opportunity to have a renowned basket

maker come to class and work with students. Dianne Stanton is a master basket

maker and has exhibited her baskets nationally and won numerous awards.  Students

learned about the history of gourd baskets and how they were used in primitive times.

They will continue working on these next week and adding in their personal touch.

● Middle Schoolers learned all about mushrooms this week in Shop with Mushroom

experts Ryan Bouchard and Emily Schmidt. Ryan and Emily are the founders of the

Mushroom Hunting Foundation out of Rhode Island. Ryan and Emily presented the

history of the mushroom and its consumption in Europe and their uses in different

cultures.  Students then went on a hunt for local mushrooms learning to identify the

different families of fungi right here in Duxbury.  They ended in the classroom

dissecting and studying each specimen. It was a blast for all!

Week of September 27
● In Writer’s Workshop, the students turned in their first formal writing assignment; an

essay on what they would do to promote peace in their community. The students

participated in conferencing with Meredith, self-checking and goal setting, and

conferencing with their peers for final revisions.

● In Cultural, students created mini museum exhibits and artifacts to demonstrate

understanding of the four empires of Mesopotamia; they then toured the exhibits and

took notes.

● This week in Agriculture, Middle School students explored the difference between

fermentation and pickling and enjoyed making and jarring their own dill pickles using

ingredients grown at Bay Farm.

● In Artland, students finished their stunning self-portraits using charcoal, graphite, and

pastels.

● In Shop Middle School students completed phase two of the fairy garden renovation

this week, laying down mulch, fixing signs and birdhouses, and creating a little bit of

magic with paint, glitter, and ribbon. They then moved on to the first steps to



refurbishing the playground music structure. We hope the children's house students

enjoy bringing their imagination into these improved spaces.

Week of September 20
● In humanities, students are writing an essay in which they propose one thing that

they can do in their community to promote peace; they are learning about ancient

Mesopotamia and analyzing a variety of primary sources; and they are beginning their

first full-class novel, Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, in which they will be discussing how

people meet their fundamental needs in the wilderness.

● The middle school students plan and organize recess for ELII on Wednesday and

Friday of each week. This week, they played flag football. It is wonderful to see them

lead and connect with their younger Bay Farm peers!

● In Math, we are starting on solving equations of one variable, and in Science, we have

been studying the Microbiome of living things, particularly humans.

● The students used the basil that they harvested in their self-made planter boxes to

make fresh pesto. They took the pesto home this week to use in their own cooking.

● In Artland, Middle School students are currently working on their charcoal and

graphite self-portraits.  They are truly works of art.

● Middle School students are moving along in their design thinking and problem

solving on campus.  This week in Shop, students harvested their basil, re-potted a

classroom plant, and completed phase one of the Fairy Garden refurbishment for the

Children's House students. These students are really enjoying giving back to their

community.

● In Agriculture, Middle Schoolers learned about fermenting seeds and took the

remaining crop of our school garden to save for next year.

Week of September 13
● This week in music and drama,  students began preparing for their fall productions.

● In Music class, all CH-MS students rehearsed "Light a Candle for Peace" by Shelley

Murley. This song will be performed by the BFMA community for the International Day

of Peace on Tuesday, September 21st.



● In Agriculture, Middle School continued their study of early agrarian behavior with the

exploration of domestication. We had a closer look at the earliest domesticated

livestock, the goat. Students were given the chance to learn how to restrain a goat and

the unique husbandry skills used to keep them healthy.

● In Artland, Middle School students finished their stunning canvas images of primitive

art and are currently working on self portraits using charcoal.

● In Shop, students brushed up on their Design Thinking skills and then hit the campus

on a problem-seeking hunt where they listed out all the areas of improvement in their

immediate community. They got straight to work with their first job choosing the

right compost to fill the planters they built with their own hands and planting sweet

basil for the class to enjoy. Great job empathizing with your community guys!

● Thank you for coming out to Back-to-School Night.  It was wonderful meeting the

families of our students!

● DBMS was a big hit!  Students will be working hard to obtain their motor boating

license at the end of October.  Each week, there will be an academic piece as well as a

practical piece on the water. Please make sure your children complete their weekly

assignments so they can be prepared for class each Monday.

● The students had a lot of fun sharing their "Probability Carnival" summer projects

today in class.

Week of September 6

● This week students created hands that represent their individual identities (listed

things they love, characteristics about themselves, how they identify themselves, etc.)

and we now have a circle of hands pasted in the middle school collective, showing

how we all value what each of us brings to the community

● Students also worked on their collaboration, teamwork, and communication skills to

"land a rover" successfully (PVC pipe with 10 individual strings coming off of it into a

slightly larger PVC pipe). They had to come up with strategies to keep everyone level

and keep the strings taut as they walked as a group to land the rover.

● Lastly, students led a discussion to create, draft, and sign a middle school constitution

outlining their rights and responsibilities as middle school students at Bay Farm

Montessori Academy.



● This week Middle School students had an introductory class in agriculture recapping

rules in the classroom and barnyard. They also spent some time getting reacquainted

and acquainted with the animals.

● This week Middle school artists had an opportunity to learn about ancient history and

cave paintings. This integrates into their classroom studies, and they are in the process

of designing images of primitive art on canvas.


