
 

Welcome to Koshkonong Trailways 
 

Who? 
 
Students of all interests, abilities, and location are 
welcome to apply and attend Koshkonong Trailways. 
 

Initial Enrollment 
11-25 Students in Grades 7-10 

 
2019-2020 Enrollment 

20-35 Students in Grades 7-11 
 

2021-2022 Enrollment 
30-45 Students in Grades 7-12 

What? 
 
● Charter School: a publicly funded, independent 

school established by teachers, parents, or 
community groups under the terms of a charter with a 
local or national authority. 

● Instrumentality: If the board deems it an 
instrumentality, the district employs all personnel for 
the charter school. The charter governing board 
provides the school district board with an annual 
report detailing student progress, finances, and 
enrollment information. 

Koshkonong Trailways will be an instrumentality 
charter school that is part of Cambridge Public 

School District. It is overseen by the school board 
as well as its own governing board.  

 
When? 

 
Koshkonong Trailways will begin accepting applications 
for students in February concurrent with the open 
enrollment period. 
 
If approved, the school will open Fall 2018. 
 

 
Where? 

 
Plan A: The school will be located in a modular 
structure at Severson Learning Center. 
 
Plan B: The school will be located at Cambridge High 
School. Students will travel to Severson Learning 
Center daily to work on projects. 

  



Why does the community need Koshkonong Trailways? 
 

● Allows for greater usage of Severson Learning Center, a phenomenal asset of Cambridge School District, by both Koshkonong 
Trailways students and traditional school students through collaboration with each other 

● Alternate environment for student learning compared to traditional schools which will re-engage and enhance learning 
opportunities for students who attend 

● Students will leave Koshkonong Trailways with a unique skillset that includes leadership, decision making, and diplomacy. 

● Increased opportunities for service learning 

● Increased opportunity for community involvement 

● Increase funding to the school district by drawing students from surrounding areas 

 
 

Students come to Koshkonong Trailways because they…  

are interested in…. want…. 

● Science - As a land lab, Severson has plenty of 
opportunities for students to conduct actual research in 
ecology, chemistry, physics and more. We also have the 
space to allow for longer term, larger projects where other 
classrooms might not. 

● Outdoors - Student projects can take place anywhere 
when they aren’t confined to the 44 minute schedule of a 
traditional school.  

● Agriculture - We have traditional crops, animal facilities, an 
orchard, and heirloom gardens. 

● Environmental Studies - We have 80 acres to investigate 
with 4 different ecosystems. 

● More voice and choice in the types of assignments they 
are completing. 

● A smaller, close-knit community than what they’ve 
experienced in the past. 

● A more flexible environment. 

● A place that will challenge them to learn at their level. 

  



A Day In the Life of a Koshkonong Trailways Student 
 

● Morning meetings are an integral part of community building 
and planning. Everyone will gather together to get up to speed on 
the day’s happenings. 

● Seminars are high-interest mini-classes offered by the 
teachers at Koshkonong Trailways. Brainstormed by teachers with 
input from students and built around the WI state standards, they 
help students broaden their horizons in places their individual 
projects might not lead them. Students will have the choice of which 
seminar they wish to participate in each semester, but they must 
choose one. 

● Mathematics will be fully integrated into many student projects as well as seminar. In addition, there is a math block every day 
where students will work in programs that are tailored to their individual needs. Students who are further along in their math 
studies will mentor others allowing them to revisit the topics from previous year’s curriculum. The Koshkonong Trailways teacher 
and aid will work with all students as needed to help them gain mastery of their math program. 

● Sustained Silent Reading serves a dual purpose of creating a time every day for quiet study. This time will also help to build 
community through the school book reads that will happen annually. 

● Students will end their days every day with chores. Each student will rotate through a variety of chores on the Severson Learning 
Center campus. Some chores will be related to upkeep of the facility giving students a greater sense of ownership over their 
surroundings. Other projects will be related to the animals, gardens, and forests on the property. By having Koshkonong 
Trailways students care for these things, they traditional school students who visit Severson will be able to have more diverse 
experiences as well. Students will be able to use their time during chores to inform projects from around the farm. Student 
chores will allow reduced costs to the district in operating a second site, enhanced learning opportunities for traditional school 
groups, and more dynamic projects for school students.  



Curriculum: A combination of teacher led and student led project-based learning. 
Sample Seminar: “Zombies IRL” 

ELA Science/Agriculture Social Studies Mathematics 

How have zombies been 
represented in literature? 

Are zombies really living? 
How are diseases transmitted? 

How can diseases be prevented? 

How does disease influence 
society? 

How can we use data and models 
to make informed decisions? 

Read one of a selection of 
books about zombies. 
 
Discuss how the local 
community of Cambridge would 
be affected if zombies were 
real. 
 
Compare the actions of 
different societies in response 
to zombies. 
 

CCSS for English/Language Arts 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 Analyze 
various accounts of a subject told in different 
mediums (e.g., a person's life story in both print 
and multimedia), determining which details are 
emphasized in each account. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and 
convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis 
of content. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A Come to 
discussions prepared, having read and 
researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5 Make 
strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest. 

Living/nonliving exploration 
around SLC 
 
Forensic Science disease origin 
lab activity 
 
Differentiate between bacteria, 
viruses, and prions. 
 
Explore legislation around 
transport, treatment, and 
exposure of food animals to 
pathogens. 
 

WI Ag & NGSS Science Standards 
AS3.a: Prescribe and implement a prevention 
treatment program for animal diseases, 
parasites, and other disorders. 
 
MS-LS1-1 Conduct an investigation to provide 
evidence that living things are made of cells; 
either one cell or many different numbers and 
types of cells. 
 
MS-LS1-3 Use argument supported by 
evidence for how the body is a system of 
interacting subsystems composed of groups of 
cells. 
 
MS-LS2-2 Construct an explanation that 
predicts patterns of interactions among 
organisms across multiple ecosystems. 
 

Bird, Swine, and Spanish Flu 
Smallpox 
AIDS 
Black Death 
 
Geography, Resources, 
Discrimination, Societal Impact 
 

WI Social Studies Standards 
E.12.12 Explain current and past efforts of 
groups and institutions to eliminate prejudice 
and discrimination against racial, ethnic, 
religious, and social groups such as women, 
children, the elderly, and individuals who are 
disabled. 
 
D.12.8 Explain the basic characteristics of 
international trade, including absolute and 
comparative advantage, barriers to trade, 
exchange rates, and balance of trade 
 
C.12.5 Analyze different theories of how 
governmental powers might be used to help 
promote or hinder liberty, equality, and justice, 
and develop a reasoned conclusion 
 
C.12.11 Evaluate the ways in which public 
opinion can be used to influence and shape 
public policy 
 
C.12.16 Describe the evolution of movements 
to assert rights by people with disabilities, 
ethnic and racial groups, minorities, and 
women. 

As students investigate prior 
research into disease and 
transmission, they will 
encounter researcher 
representations of data in 
functions which will allow them 
to use functions to model 
relationships between 
quantities. 
 
Model the spread of diseases 
using statistics and graphing. 
 
Through analysis of world data 
sets, students will investigate 
patterns of association in 
bivariate data. 
 
By analyzing decisions made 
in simulations and the 
outcomes that occur, students 
will be able to, use probability 
to evaluate outcomes of 
decisions. 

 
*Bold statements come directly 

from CCSS for Math* 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/5/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls1-1-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls1-3-molecules-organisms-structures-and-processes
https://www.nextgenscience.org/pe/ms-ls2-2-ecosystems-interactions-energy-and-dynamics


Student Projects: Wording and actions adapted from Northern Waters Environmental Charter “IPL Project Process” document.

 



How will Koshkonong Trailways students compare to Cambridge HS Students? 
 

We have the same expectations for Koshkonong Trailways students as we do for CHS graduates. 
 

● Same standards (WI State standards) ● Same progress monitoring ● Same testing (Forward Exam, Plan, ACT) 
 

Many charter schools in Wisconsin perform at or above their partner schools. Cambridge has a stellar high school; based on other 
districts’ data, it appears that it is possible for Koshkonong Trailways students match the performance of CHS students. 

  



Budget and Finances 
 

Year 1 
# of Students Year 1: 25 (grades 7-10)  

60% New Students = 15 Students 
Generates $110,580 in funds min. 

(15 students X $7,372) 

Year 2 
# of Students Year 2: 40 (grades 7-11), 

 60% New Students = 25 Students 
Generates  $184,300 in funds min. 

(25 students X $7,372) 

Year 3 
# of Students Year 3: 40 (grades 7-12),  

60% New Students = 25 Students 
Generates  $184,300 in funds min.  

(25 students X $7,372) 

New Funds $110,580 New Funds $184,300 New Funds $184,300 

Teacher Salary $60,000 Teacher Salary (2) $120,000 Teacher Salary (2) $120,000 

Teacher Aid $30,000 Teacher Aid (1) $30,000 Teacher Aid (1) $30,000 

Initial Start Up/ 
Supplies 

$10,500 Supplies / 
Maintenance 

$10,500 Supplies / 
Maintenance 

$10,500 

Total Expense $100,500 Total Expense $160,500 Total Expense $160,500 

Balance $10,080 Balance $23,800 Balance $23,800 
*$7,372 is the open enrollment amount for Cambridge for 2018-19* 

Additional Expenses 

Infrastructure Upgrades: Benefit to all students in the district as 
students begin to visit Severson throughout more of the year. 

● Portable Classroom: $20,000 rental annually 

● Utilities: $3,000 annually 

Transportation: Dedicated van for school trips and assisting 
students in getting between schools. $30,000 

Additional expenses to be determined 

Additional Funding Sources 

● Charter grants are available in WI for 2018-19. 

○ May mitigate some initial costs 

● Koshkonong Trailways’ Governing Board will seek outside 
funding and grant money to sponsor student projects, SLC 
improvements, etc. 



 


