
��

Chapter Three

Guardianship and Unaccompanied 
Youth

Complications in family living arrangements may 
prevent homeless students from being able to 
reside with parents due to shelter restrictions 
or lack of adequate space. For example, a 
teenage son may not be allowed to stay with 
his mother in a domestic violence shelter. 
Children and youth may be living with other 
relatives or friends in areas far from the parents’ 
residence. Runaway youth or youth whose 
families have abandoned them may have no 
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Potential Enrollment Barriers Possible Solutions

Residency requirements ■  Check state law for specific exemptions for homeless 
children and youth.

■  Allow alternative proof:

■  Student Residency Form (See Appendix D)

■  Hotel or motel receipt

■  Letter from shelter, community agency, or parent 
verifying homelessness and indicating location of 
residence

Original birth certificate 
requirement

■  Allow alternative proof:

■  Other original documents: baptismal record, 
passport, immigration certificate, notice of birth, or 
verification of birthdate from the hospital where the 
child was born

■  Copies of school records, birth certificate, or 
birthdate verification from appropriate social service 
agency

■  Affidavit (See Appendix D)

recognized guardian. These children and youth 
cannot be denied enrollment due to the lack of 
a legal guardian. An affidavit signed by an adult 
willing to act en loco parentis (in the place of 
the parent) may be considered as an option. 
Schools, with the assistance of the local liaison, 
should enroll these students immediately 
and work with the appropriate authorities to 
ensure their access to needed services. (For 
more information, download the NCHE briefs, 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth and When 
Legal Guardians Are Not Present: Enrolling 
Students on Their Own, at http://www.serve.
org/nche/briefs.php.)

http://www.serve.org/nche/briefs.php
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Social Security card or number ■  May request number, but cannot require it. (See the 
Privacy Act of 1974 or Plyler v. Doe for supporting 
legislation.)

■  Assist family in obtaining cards or new copies, if 
lost, from the Social Security Administration (Social 
Security Hotline: 800-772-1213).

Previous school records, including 
special education IEPs

■  Accept parent report with phone call verification to the 
previous school.

■  Have records faxed from the previous school.

■  If the previous school cannot be identified, or if the 
student was not previously enrolled, consider creating 
a procedure for immediate screening and placement 
(See NCHE brief, Prompt and Proper Placement: 
Enrolling Students Without Records, at http://www.
serve.org/nche/briefs.php).

Health records and immunizations ■  Accept copies, phone calls, faxes, or references in 
previous school records as verification.

■  If no records exist or immunizations have not been 
received, have the school refer the family to the local 
liaison to help the parents in obtaining the necessary 
immunizations and/or records; this is a requirement of 
local liaisons under the McKinney-Vento Act.

■  If appropriate, the parent or guardian may sign a 
“personal beliefs” exemption stating such medical 
services run counter to personal or religious beliefs.

Parent or guardianship verification ■  Accept an affidavit (See Appendix D).

■  Accept documentation of a court date for pending 
custody hearings.

Note: Schools may be required to report circumstances where 
guardianship has not been verified.

Unaccompanied youth ■  Enroll the student and work with appropriate agencies 
to assist the student.

■  Have the adult with whom the student is staying 
complete a Caregiver’s Authorization Form (See 
Appendix D).
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