
Jayhawk Elementary Title I Parent Communication 
 

Education for Homeless 
Federal legislation in the McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to notify parents of the 

educational rights of homeless students.  Under this legislation students are considered homeless in the 
following circumstances: 

●  If they share housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
other similar reasons. 

● If they live in hotels, motels, or campgrounds. 
● If they are abandoned in a hospital or are awaiting foster care placement. 
● If they live in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, or 

similar settings. 

Students declared homeless are afforded many rights to educational services, and our district is 
required to compile and report the data to KSDE.  Below is a list of a few rights that Jayhawk prioritizes 
during the initial enrollment of homeless students. 

1. Students may not be segregated. 
2. Students must be transported to their school of origin if parents choose that option. 
3. Students designated as homeless must be enrolled immediately. 
4. They must be placed according to the “best interest” of the student. 

For a complete list of information please call our office. 

 
 
Excerpts from the State of Kansas ESOL Fact Sheet 
Who are Kansas’s English language learners (ELLs)? 

ELLs are immigrants, refugees, migrants, children of military families, internationally adopted 
children, and US citizens. They come from various countries, but many are US citizens with 
Kansas as their only home. 

Legal obligation to serve ELLs 

The legal obligation to serve ELLs can be found in the Equal Education Opportunities Act of 
1964, Plyler v. Doe, Castaneda v. Pickard, No Child Left Behind, and many others. ELLs also 
have the same rights to Advanced Placement, college preparation courses, Gifted and Talented 
programs, Special Education services, extracurricular activities, etc. as any other student. 

How are ELLs in Kansas identified? 

Every child enrolled in Kansas schools is to be given a Home Language Survey. If a language 
other than English is provided on the survey, students in grades K-12 are assessed for English 
proficiency using the LAS-Links, IPT, LPTS, or KELPA-P. Pre-K students may be assessed using 
the Pre-LAS or the Pre-IPT. Students scoring below “fluent/proficient” will receive ESOL services. 

KELPA 



Each spring all ELLs are given the Kansas English Language Proficiency Assessment (KELPA). 
This assessment is required in order to measure the student’s yearly progress in acquiring 
English. 

If you would like to discuss our ESOL implementation at JES please contact our office.  We will be happy 
to meet with you to discuss our current policies and strategies. 
 
 
Full-Day vs. Half-Day Kindergarten - Did You Know You Have a Choice? 
 
Excerpt below compiled by Dr. Sherrill Martinez, Dr. Gayle Stuber, and Lue Ann Snider of KSDE 
 
Jayhawk Elementary provides full day Kindergarten classes, and we believe it is bringing positive 
changes to our students.  
 
      Below is an excerpt from a KSDE report compiled by Dr. Sherrill Martinez, Dr. Gayle Stuber, and Lue 
Ann Snider:  
 
     “Research has shown that full-day kindergarten, if appropriate scheduling and curricula are used, can 
boost academic performance and bring social benefits. This is particularly true when considering children 
from educationally disadvantaged backgrounds. Children with full-day kindergarten experience score 
higher on standardized tests and have fewer grade retentions and higher attendance rates. There is also 
clear evidence that participation in full-day kindergarten has a significant impact on classroom behavior. 
Studies show that full-day kindergarten students rate higher in originality, independent learning, and 
involvement in classroom activities. Such students evidence more productive peer relationships and a 
more intellectual orientation.  
 
     Full-day kindergarten also affords teachers precious time to cover added material and an opportunity 
to get to know students and to tailor the learning environment to meet individual student needs.  Parents 
favor a full-day program, which reduces the number of transitions children experience in a typical day.” 
 
     Parents do have a choice in Kansas and can opt to send Kindergarten students for a half-day.  If you 
are interested in this option please make an appointment to visit with your child’s teacher and me.  We will 
be happy to work with you to make this option beneficial to your child.  
Mark Proffitt, Principal 
 
 
Substitute Teacher Notification to Parents 
 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) includes several parental involvement requirements.  One of those is that all 
districts within the State understand and comply with the requirement to notify parents in Title I schools 
when their children are assigned to or are being taught by a teacher who is not highly qualified in a core 
academic subject for four or more consecutive weeks. The Kansas State Department of Education 
(KSDE) must have evidence that all districts across the State complied with this provision each school 
year. 
 
We are also required to notify parents through newsletters and our website when this occurs.  



All of Jayhawk Elementary’s teachers are highly qualified. The only notification and use of non highly 
qualified teachers involves substitutes who teach during pregnancy leaves.   We will notify parents in the 
specific classroom to ensure 
 
 
State Report Card Access 

Jayhawk USD 346 is proud of our academic success reported on the State Report Card at KSDE. 
Parents and community members are encouraged to access the information when it becomes available 
this fall.  More information will be given when scores become available.  


