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The Wall of Fame award recipients have contributed greatly to the well-being of our society by sharing their talents, leadership
skills and hard work. With this honor we celebrate their lives, accomplishments and the choices, albeit sometimes the
sacrifices, they have made along their career and personal life path. Honorees are recognized in the following Award Categories
by their year of graduation: Arts, Athletics, Community Service, Decade, Friends of the Alumni, Scholar. Selecting the recipients
of the annual Wall of Fame award is a team effort and the Depew Union Free School District and the Alumni Committee are to
be thanked for their efforts. We also thank the high school students who escort each honoree. Congratulations to all honorees!
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Norman Utecht, Class of 1927

Category - Athletics

Norman Utecht distinguished himself as a scholar, an athlete and a gentleman. Over the course of his lifetime, his leadership
qualities influenced countless fellow athletes on his high school and college football, basketball and baseball teams. His influence
was felt at Olean Senior High School where for 21 years he taught physics and math, coached and was principal. During his time as
a student at Depew High School, he excelled in athletics. He graduated from St. Bonaventure College in 1931 where the graduating
class selected him as the “Ideal Bona Man.” He was also selected class president at St. Bonaventure, one of the highest honors. In
a newspaper report from October 1930, it was written that Norm was considered one of the best ends playing college football in this
section of the state. After college, he played infield for the former Olean Nationals, a semi-professional baseball team. Norm started
teaching in 1933 at Olean Senior High School where he also became the part-time assistant football coach. He left teaching to work
for several years in the private sector and to serve in the U.S. Navy from 1942-1945. He returned to teaching in 1953. He served on
the Olean School Board for five years in the 70s. In 1971 he was inducted into the St. Bonaventure Hall of Fame for being a three
sport letterwinner. He stayed connected to his college alma mater by serving as president of the Olean Chapter, St. Bonaventure
Alumni Association. He supported local community groups as a life member of the Olean Elks Lodge 491, a longtime usher at his church and a member of the
American Legion Olean Post 530. Sadly, Norman died in 1989 at the age of 79. He and his wife, Catherine, had four children; Andrea, Kathleen, N. Robert and
Alexander.

John Rybak, Class of 1931

Category - Athletics

Coach and player for the Canisius College basketball team, John Rybak also played football for the Golden Griffs. He scored eight
points in seven games on the turf for Canisius in 1934, placing third on the team behind fellow football great Frank Rustich and Joe
Szar. The three-sport star was a forward in basketball and infielder in baseball and played multiple roles for the football team. A better
than average student and superstar player, John later coached the Canisius basketball team. He also coached basketball and sixman football at St. Mary’s School for the Deaf, where he also was a teacher. From 1940-1949, John’s teams had three undefeated
seasons in football. In the 1950s, the boys basketball team won six ESDAA Championships (1951-1957). His coaching career
spanned to the Deaf Olympics where he coached the Deaf Olympic track team in Finland in 1961. After 38 years of service, John
retired in 1973. While at Canisius in the 1930s, John received the Monsignor Britt gold medal and $25, an award given to a senior
who had been outstanding in leadership, diligence and school spirit during his course. His success in athletics never went to his head,
as he was the same John Rybak that played games on the sandlot of Depew.

Richard N. Wagner, Class of 1955

Category - The Arts

Richard Wagner is no stranger to hard work. While in high school he played football and baseball. After graduation he enlisted in the
U.S. Marine Corps attending college courses while working there three days a week. After three years in the Corps, Richard worked
for United Airlines for 42 years in customer service. During his time at United, he started his own landscaping business entitled Oasis
Irrigation, where he installed and repaired underground sprinkler systems. He ran the company for 35 years before handing the
business over to his son. In an effort to build more fun activities into his life, he joined the Friends of Harmony, a Barbershop singing
group. The group plays in hospitals all over Western New York during the holiday season including Buffalo General, Roswell Park,
Children’s, Veterans and Sisters. When not with the Friends of Harmony, Wagner is singing with the Snowbelter’s Quartet. Richard
considers himself very blessed in his life with good health, a wonderful family and a hobby he loves.

Francis Filipiak, Class of 1955

Category - Community Service

Retired U.S. Naval Rear Admiral Francis Filipiak served in the Navy for 34 years, retiring in 1992. His commitment to his country
is recognized by the personal decorations that were bestowed upon him during his years of service. He received a Distinguished
Service medal, the Navy Commendation medal, three Legions of Merit awards and three Meritorious Service medals. A newspaper
report from coverage of one meritorious service award ceremony called him “a decisive leader, inspired planner and consummate
manager” who had positive influence on the operation of the Naval Supply Systems Command and its field activities. Education has
been an important and valued part of Frank’s life. He earned a bachelor of arts degree from the University of Buffalo in 1959. He
earned a MBA with Highest Scholarship distinction from Michigan State University in 1969 and a master’s degree with distinction
from the U.S. Naval War College in 1973. Notable during his Naval career were three sea tours. He served aboard the submarine
tenders USS Sperry and USS Canopus and the fleet ballistic missile submarine USS Casimir Pulaski where he made five sub
deterrent patrols and “qualified in submarines.” In his retirement, he kept busy as an independent consultant providing business
development, strategic planning and environmental guidance to several U.S. corporations. In 1993, he spearheaded the Pennsylvania
Economic Development Corporation’s defense of his last command center, the U.S. Navy Ships Parts Control Center, before the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission (BRAC). He delivered the keynote presentation at a BRAC hearing that was instrumental in keeping the command center in Mechanicsburg, Pa.

Michael Jeziorski, Class of 1957

Category - Athletics

What can you say when it comes to Michael Jeziorski and his athletic accomplishments? While at Depew, Mike won the prestigious
“The Wildcat” sports award, and played numerous sports including football, basketball, baseball, volleyball and tennis. He still holds
a receiving record for catching the game-winning touchdown during the 1955 season. During the basketball season, coach Tomczak
once said that Mike “was the best basketball player he had ever coached.” His athleticism led him to qualify for the Boys Club of
WNY Junior Olympics at All-High Stadium in 1955. After spending time in the U.S. Marine Corps, Mike went to work for Eber Brothers
Corp., one of the largest distributors of wine and liquor in New York State. Mike started as an office clerk and worked his way up to
administration assistant to the vice president of the Buffalo Division, where he was responsible for more than 70 employees and
3,200 retail and restaurant outlets. During his 43-year career, he was promoted to Buffalo Division manager. In his time there,
the company grew to the 12th largest in the country. Mike is presently a member of the American Legion, American Veterans and
Fraternal Order of Eagles organizations. He and his wife, Janet, have three children and seven grandchildren.

Paul Marcucci, Class of 1966

Category - Athletics

After graduation from Depew High School, Paul continued his education at Cornell University. He played football for the Big Red,
earning the Cornell Redmen MVP award in 1970. He graduated with a bachelor of science degree in 1970 from Cornell and went on
to earn his MBA from the University at Buffalo in 1973. Paul was married and had a son, Matthew, and three daughters, Christine,
Dawn and Wendy. He also had 11 grandchildren whom he loved deeply. Paul had a talent for carpentry. On weekends, when not
watching football, Paul would spend most of his time restoring his 100-year-old Victorian home in Framingham, Mass. In his spare
time, Paul would volunteer for the Framingham Youth Hockey Perini tournament, where he would schedule and arrange for all the youth
hockey games. He was a true Boston College hockey fan, and loved taking his son to the games in Boston. He loved taking his children and
grandchildren on vacation to Disneyworld and Universal Studios. Paul remained a faithful Buffalo Bills fan and would always take his son
to the games when visiting his sister in Buffalo, and would always follow them on television. He worked for Data General and was the
marketing manager at EMC Corporation in Hopkinton, Mass. up until his illness. Once he became sick and was forced to retire, Paul
maintained a small business where he would be a handyman up until his illness made this impossible. Sadly, Paul passed away in 2012.

David Stepien, Class of 1966

Category - Athletics

Throughout his 34-year teaching and coaching career, David Stepien has shaped the course of many young people’s lives in the
Iroquois and Cheektowaga Central School Districts. His entire teaching career was with the Iroquois Central School District instructing
middle and high school classes in physical science, Earth science and chemistry. His football coaching career for Iroquois ran from
1975-1987 and again from 1991-2008, coaching freshman/modified, junior varsity and varsity players. The Iroquois team made the
Section VI playoff finals at Wilson Stadium in 1981, 2001, 2004, 2006 and 2008, winning the Section VI Class A championship in
2004 and 2006. The 2004 team also appeared in the state Class A semifinal at the Carrier Dome in Syracuse. From 2001-2008, he
coached with Iroquois head coach Frank Payne, a 1984 DHS graduate. He also coached varsity football at Cheektowaga High School
from 1988-1990 during which the team made their first appearance in the Section VI playoffs in 1988, and in 1990 won the Division
V championship and made its second playoff appearance. He was twice named the Section VI JV Coach of the Year (1997, 2005), an
award named after DHS coach Frank Constantino. In high school, David was a three-sport athlete in football, basketball and baseball.
He quarterbacked the team that defeated Lancaster in 1965, scoring the only touchdown in a 6-0 victory. In 1966 he received the Boy
of the Year award from the Depew Boys Club. He and his wife, Jackie, who taught for 30 years at Depew Union Free School District, both retired in 2004 and live
in Elma. They have three daughters and five grandchildren and frequently travel to Brockport, Charleston, S.C. and Annapolis, Md. to visit them. International
travel has taken the couple to Iceland, Morocco, South Africa, Turkey, Australia and New Zealand. David currently volunteers with a high school character
building organization, Cross-Training Athletics, which has honored him by naming an assistant coaching award after him.

Robert Miechowicz, Class of 1969

Category - Community Service

After graduating Depew High School in 1969, Robert Miechowicz went to serve his country in the U.S. Marine Corps for three years.
In 1998, Robert received the President’s Award for his new ideas for the Sportmen’s Outdoor Show. Robert again received the
award in 2003 for his work within the federation. Robert joined the Depew Rod and Gun Club in 1981, and is still a member there
today. In 2003, Robert took charge of the banquets for the Sportsmen’s Club, and also was in charge of all shows at the Erie County
Fair. Besides the Sportsmen’s Club, Robert is also part of Fraternal Order of Eagles, NRA, New York Bowhunters, and New York
Conservation Council. In his spare time, Robert likes to hunt, fish, collect coins, do metal detecting and gardening in the summer.

John A. Tetnowski, Class of 1975

Category - Scholar

John A. Tetnowski is the Ben Blanco Endowed Professor in Communicative Disorders at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette. He is a
Fluency Specialist and a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association. He has authored more than 75 manuscripts
on stuttering, assessment procedures and research methodologies. He has been the DiCarlo nominee for outstanding clinical and
research contributions from the state of Louisiana, past Speech-Language Pathologist of the Year from the National Stuttering
Association and is the 2016 Distinguished Professor at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette. He has spoken professionally on four
continents. He is the graduate coordinator of the doctoral program of the Applied Language and Speech Sciences at the University of
Louisiana-Lafayette. He has mentored 11 doctoral students to completion of their Ph.D. and currently serves as the primary mentor
of five more doctoral students. He sits on the board for five national and regional boards of directors and serves as a manuscript
reviewer for 14 professional journals. John fondly remembers the coaching and contributions of Coach Henry Andzejewski and Coach
Frank Constantino. He also thanks the teachers at DHS who made him come to class every day, and for the many organizations that
helped him along the way, including Boys Clubs, VFW, and the Depew Recreation Program, with special thanks to Jim From, Bob
Rondino and Don Kwak. He also would like to thank his fellow 1975 alums, who started a fund that helped him recover from a flood that severely affected his
house in 2016. John also played three years of football (tight end and long snapper) and played varsity basketball for three years; all-division his senior year and
second team all-division in his junior year (basketball). He has been married for 25 years to Jennifer (Thompson) Tetnowski and has one child, Jay, who attends
college and is a double major in engineering and theater.

Neil H. Tolley, U.S. Army Brigadier General, Class of 1979

Category - Community Service

As a public servant in the United States military, U.S. Army Brigadier General Neil H. Tolley has served around the globe. The Special
Forces is one of the most demanding occupations in the military with regard to maintaining family life and Neil is a dedicated, loving
husband to his wife of 27 years, Caroline, and their two children, Caleb, 23, and Emma, 21. He is an energetic volunteer and musician
(guitar, electric bass) for his church communities. While in high school, Neil took part in cross country, tennis, volleyball and track.
After high school, the Depew grad embarked on a career at the U.S. Military Academy where he earned a bachelor of science degree
in engineering mechanics. While at the academy, Neil was a member of the cycling team for four years, and was chosen as captain
his final season. He also was a member of the academy’s geology and German club, as well as involved in the volleyball and soccer
teams. Neil’s military career led him to become the Commanding General, Special Operations Command in Korea (2010-2012). He
was also the Commander, Special Operations Command and Control Element – Horn of Africa (2007); Director of the Joint Reserve
Office and Senior National Guard Advisor (2003-2010); U.S. Army Special Operations Command, Fort Bragg, N.C. (2003-2008); US
Special Operations Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. (2008-2010); Special Operations Command-South, Roosevelt Roads,
Puerto Rico (SOCSOUTH) (1999-2001); Special Operations Command-Korea, Seoul, Korea (SOCKOR) (2001-2003). Neil’s career path took him to Lockheed
Martin Corporation, Commercial Integration and Test Division, where he directed the electrical and mechanical integration and test operations for the Intelsat
satellites. Currently, Neil is the Chief Executive Officer/CEO of Stalwart Naval Innovation, LLC.

John Domino, Class of 1980

Category - Scholar

When you think of John Domino, you think of a visionary. Someone who was always thinking about the future. While at St.
Bonaventure University, John was credited with helping usher in the video era while an undergraduate – successfully lobbying the
administration to acquire a truckload of professional equipment being sold by a local school district. After graduation, John went on
to do an internship at NBC. That internship only lasted four months before John took a job at ESPN. John was considered one of the
best and brightest while at ESPN in the early 90s before he returned to Buffalo to work for the Empire Sports Network. He told friends
he made the move because someone in the family was battling cancer. John was that someone; a young man who wanted to be with
his family through a health battle he would ultimately lose. His courage, his skills and his humanity prompted his alma mater’s Jandoli
School to name its top sports journalism award in his memory. The John Domino Award is presented biennially to a St. Bonaventure
graduate who is involved in the sports field and has excelled in his or her sports position. John also had a tree planted in his memory.
The Domino tree is located in the grassy area behind Friedsam Memorial Library, near the Rare Book wing. The tree was donated by
his wife, Mary Lou Domino. Sadly, John Domino lost his battle with cancer in 1994.

Paul Haskins, M.D., Class of 1984

Category - Scholar

Helping others through his work in 1984 with the town ambulance and EMT organization led Dr. Paul Haskins down a path where he
has evaluated over 70,000 patients during his medical career. Dr. Haskins is a busy emergency medicine physician with 20 years of
clinical experience. He practices at Carilion Clinic in Roanoke, Va., a Level 1 Trauma Center and Pediatric Emergency Department.
He is also an assistant professor of emergency medicine for Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine. He is medical director for
Carilion Transfer and Communication Center and chief of emergency medicine peer review for Carilion Clinic Hospital System. He is
a married with two sons; Jackson Paul, age 14, and Andrew Maddox, age 12. They live on 23-acre farm in Virginia with a few pets, a
couple horses and goats. Dr. Haskins has coached youth ice hockey for the past nine years and is on the board of the youth hockey
organization. He is also team physician for Roanoke Railyard Dawgs professional hockey team. He attended Daemen College, earning
a bachelor of science degree in 1989 in physical therapy. He worked as a physical therapist from 1989-1994. He holds a medical
degree from Albany Medical College, where he graduated in 1994 in the top third of his class and completed a residency in 1997 in
Emergency Medicine at SUNY Buffalo. His honors and awards include Emergency Medicine Bedside Teacher of Year Award, Roanoker
Magazine Bedside Manner Award, First Chief Resident of Emergency Medicine at SUNY Buffalo, Outstanding Resident in Emergency Medicine 1997 and
Nathan and Lena Apanof for compassion in Emergency Medicine at Albany Medical College.

Kelly Lynn Russo, Class of 1989

Category - Community Service

Kelly Lynn Russo has a love for music and that translated in high school when she was part of the Depew High School band, playing
the flute – while also being captain of the field dancers in the marching band. But her love just didn’t start and end with the band,
she also sang and participated in the school musical during her time in high school. While working toward her master’s degree, Kelly
Lynn raised two children – and in 2009 she accepted the Cheektowaga-Lancaster Zonta Club Educational Scholarship for Women
Returning to Pursue a Career. Kelly Lynn continues to be a big part of the Depew community as she attends all the band and choral
events, as well as all her son’s sports events – which include football, cross country, swimming, indoor and outdoor track. Kelly
Lynn volunteers for numerous fundraisers and helps the Ladies Guild at her church bring hot meals to the seniors in the area. She
is also an assistant teacher during Vacation Bible School. As a mother who loves spending time with her children, Kelly Lynn helped
coordinate Operation Christmas Child and family fun night activities for her son’s youth group. She also is involved in her son’s Boy
Scout activities, which included the annual Reinstein Fall Festival, bottle can drive, spaghetti dinner, and steak dinner. Kelly Lynn
currently works for Baker Victory Services Early Childhood Program as a speech-language pathologist for preschool. In her spare time,
Kelly Lynn continues to be involved with the Depew marching band as chaperone for several trips to Walt Disney World and New York City.

