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10/13/2020 

To: Lennox School District Families 

From: Chad Conaway, Superintendent  

Re: Amendment to Return to Learn Plan 

Greetings Lennox School District Families, 

 

After nearly eight weeks of school, we’ve only had to investigate seven positive COVID-19 cases. An 

investigation at the school level consists of identifying students who were within six feet of the positive 

case for 15 minutes or more, especially during times when no mask was worn (e.g. lunch time). Upon 

completion of the investigation, we send our close contact workbook to the South Dakota Department of 

Health (SD DOH) for further evaluation. It is the responsibility of the SD DOH to issue a 

recommendation for quarantine.  

 

We have learned through our experiences these past eight weeks that communication from the SD DOH is 

uneven. This reflection is not meant to demean the SD DOH, as I believe they have an impossible task 

and are doing the best they can. However, these inconsistencies cause inequity for student attendance at 

school. Recently, we observed that the Iowa Department of Health instituted language allowing students 

who are recommended for quarantine to continue to come to school providing they are asymptomatic and 

wear a mask. After discussion with the school board on this matter, the school board approved an 

amendment to the Return to Learn plan that allows students identified as a close contact and/or is 

recommended to quarantine, to continue to come to school. The following represents the change to the 

Return to Learn plan: 

Identified as a close contact and/or recommended to quarantine by the SD DOH 

Staff: May continue to come to work, providing they are asymptomatic, wear a mask at all times, 

complete a temperature and symptom check twice daily, and social distance themselves during lunch. 

Students JK-12: May continue to come to school, providing they are asymptomatic, wear a mask at 

all times, complete a temperature and symptom check twice daily, and they will be socially distanced 

during lunch. If a student is unable or unwilling to wear a mask appropriately (see page 9, PPE 

and Hygiene Measures), they will be directed to complete their quarantine period at home. 

 

You can access the entire Return to Learn plan here: https://core-

docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/963775/Return_to_Learn_Plan_Revised_10-12-

2020.pdf  

 

Please note that if you receive a recommendation from the SD DOH to quarantine and wish to honor that 

quarantine, we encourage you to do so.  

Respectfully, 

 

Dr. Chad Conaway, Superintendent 

Lennox School District 
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