
  

 
        October  2020  

Dear Patrons, 
 
I am pleased that our students have been able to attend school in person for over one quarter!  This has 
been made possible by the efforts of everyone.  While some districts have had protests by patrons and 
teachers, our district has embraced a “can do” attitude.  We have had very few difficulties with our mask 
policy.  We have had no push back when we have had to have a student quarantine.  People have 
understood that we have had to make some changes in our protocols due to constantly changing 
metrics.  For this, I am thankful.  We will continue to keep a watchful eye on what is going on in Polk 
County and the region.  It is our hope that we are able to keep your children in school and provide them 
and our staff with a safe environment that promotes a healthy lifestyle not only during this pandemic, but 
also when this subsides.  
 
Last month, our SRC Board of Education approved a budget that will provide some property tax relief for 
our residents.  Our overall valuation remained nearly unchanged from 2019-20.  After some restructuring 
of staff, we were able to reduce the General Fund budget by 3.7%.  This resulted in an overall reduction 
of the General Fund levy by two cents.  Refinancing our 2016 Bond resulted in an additional savings of 
an additional penny on the levy.  So, the total levy for the 2020-21 school year will be reduced by over 
4%.  This speaks well of the management of the district by the Board of Education and your former 
superintendent.  We can’t guarantee that we will continue to be able to reduce spending each year by 
that amount. We can assure you that we will keep a watchful eye on spending because we know it is 
your money, not ours.  
 
The SRC Board of Education has recently started the process of hiring a permanent replacement for Mr. 
Kay.  We have posted information on the process and a link to a community survey that you have the 
opportunity to take on our website.  This is a very thorough process that will ensure that the best person 
is selected for this job.  I would encourage you to participate in this process.  
 
Have a great month.  Stay safe! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Doug Kluth, Superintendent 
Shelby/Rising City Public Schools 
 October  2020 



October  2020 Newsletter  
Cody Bobolz 
Secondary Principal 
 
 
1st Quarter Round Up 
We did it!  We made it through the first quarter! During most years this is something we may not celebrate as 
much, but obviously, this year is different than any other year we have experienced. Our staff and students have 
done a great job of masking up and following the health protocols throughout the first nine weeks. We need to 
continue masking up, maintaining social distance, and using proper hygiene to ensure we stay in school and 
activities continue throughout the winter and spring.  
 
Over the last three weeks, we have noticed an increase in the number of office referrals involving students picking 
on one another, manners, and an overall lack of respect for each other. From the administration’s standpoint, 
these are difficult situations to assess. Many times, it is he said, she said. We have also become more aware of 
negative social media and the lack of respect students display through the use of it. With every situation that is 
brought to our attention, we do our best to address the issue. Ultimately, we want our students to learn how to 
treat each other in an appropriate manner. Many of our issues stem from students not understanding each other's 
backgrounds or realizing that everyone has been affected by different situations in their life. Much of our focus 
going forward, especially during our Husky Time activities, is addressing this issue. We also need your help at 
home. Please monitor your child's social media presence and visit with him/her about how we treat others. We 
want our students to develop into productive, responsible, and respectful young men and women. Developing 
these skills is going to take all of us working and supporting each other.  
 
September Husky Recognition Rally 
The September Husky Recognition Rally was held on Tuesday, September 29th in the South gym. The students 
of the month were announced and recognized during the rally. Teachers and staff members nominate students 
who best demonstrate any of the 4 S-RC pillars- integrity, innovation, accountability, or service. These students 
received a certificate, a SOM t-shirt, and lunch on the principal. Congratulations to these students on their 
outstanding work! The monthly PBiS drawing was also held. Middle school students received a free bowling pass 
and the high school winners received a gift card to Valentino’s or one of the BARK Park spots. 
 
 
September Students of the Month: 
6th- Lamara Weddle 
7th- Kendall Nickolite 
8th- Andy Prokupek 
9th- Ozzy Lowther 
10th- Alexa Carter 
11th- Emily Willis 
12th- Mickey Hoatson 
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Middle School PBiS Drawing Winners: 

 
(Left to Right): Celsta Isordia (7th), Makinna 
Lovell (6th), Brea Schaefer (6th), Caleigh 
Albers (7th), Taylor Morrison (6th), Keegan 
Osantowski (7th) 
 
 
 
 
 
September Staff Awards 
Innovation- Emily 
Houdersheldt 
Integrity- Becky Schueth 
Service- Sara Hernbloom 
Accountability- Carrie Bauers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High School PBiS drawing winners:  

 
Back row (left to right): Colin Wingard (12th), 
Jese Gutierrez (12th), Kadin Bluel (10th) 
Front row (left to right): Jersin Gutierrez Lemus 
(10th), Angel Barnes (10th), Taryn Fischbach 
(10th) 
 
 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
Friday, October 16th- No School- Fall Break 
Friday, October 30- October Husky Recognition Rally- 8:30 am 
Friday, November 6th- No School- Staff Development 
Wednesday, November 11th- Veteran’s Day Program- 9:30 am 
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With the weather getting colder, I know that Autumn is here. While school may look different we are so 
thankful to have made it in face to face (or mask to mask) format for nine weeks – one quarter down! I 
would like to thank the parents and guardians for all that you have done to keep school in session! Your 
practice of Covid safety outside of school is what is helping keep us here. Time has flown by and 
progress reports were given out at Parent-Teacher Conferences on September 30th.  If you did not 
receive a Progress Report for your child, please call the elementary office and we will make sure one is 
sent home. Please review your child’s progress. Knowing that we are a team, please contact your child’s 
teacher regarding any questions or concerns. Thank you for taking the time to be informed.  
 
PTO NEEDS YOU!!!  Reminder: We are still looking for parents to join our new organization.  Although 
the participation in school activities may look different than during a non-Covid year, we need your ideas 
to help with activities that will promote a positive environment and foster school spirit.  Your involvement 
will help provide incredible support for our staff and students.  The next PTO meeting is Thursday, 
November 12th at 7 PM in the SRC Library.  Contact Mrs. Glock for additional information. 
 
Don’t forget with the changing of the season, recess and outdoor nature walks could get chilly.  Please 
make sure to check the weather report each morning and dress your child(ren) appropriately.  
 
Through the end of the first semester, breakfast and lunch are free for all students.  Seconds, slushies, 
and fudge bars are still at cost and your account will be charged for those items.  Please consider 
having students eat breakfast at school.  It’s nutritious and will save you some time each morning.  We 
ask that students arrive no later than 8:15 am to have time to eat breakfast before class begins. 
 
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, November 1st.  Don’t forget to “Fall” back!  
 
Keep in mind that November 6th is a Professional Development day for teachers, so students will have 
the day off.  
 
Please remember to continue to practice social distancing and Covid safety when Trick or Treating!  
 
As always, please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Denise Glock – Elementary Principal 
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Book-It Kick-Off 
 
Shelby-Rising City Elementary held the annual kick-off assembly 
for the Book-It! At-Home Reading Program on September 28th. 
This year’s theme is “Reading is Magical!”   Students were 
entertained with a magic act performed by Adam White Magic of 
Lincoln, Nebraska.  We are thankful for the funding support 
provided by the Kreutz Bennett Donor-Advised Fund, an affiliated 
fund of Nebraska Community Foundation, and the Shelby Library 
Foundation that made this event possible.  We want to build 
students’ excitement for fun reading and learning as they 
participate in this six-month reading program, which runs from 
October through March.  
 

The parent volunteers helping with our program this year include:  Jen Vrbka, Rachel Siffring, Jenny 
Reppert, Christa Ruth, and Crystal Zimmerman.  These volunteers help prepare our classroom posters, 
pizza certificates, and tally books and points each month.  Book-It! would be impossible to manage 
without their valuable behind-the-scene help.  We love our volunteers! 
 
Parents, you are so important to ensure your child’s success!  Remember to read with and to your child 
regardless of his or her age.  Beginning readers love to show off their skills by reading easier books to 
their Mom and Dad.  Older readers can still read to Mom and Dad too.  Enjoy time together as you 
explore books, newspapers or magazines.  Talk with your child about what you’ve read together.  Just 15 
minutes of reading and talking together can increase your child’s reading abilities.  Experience the magic 
together! 
 
Mrs. Kelly Willis 
Title I Reading Teacher 
 
 
Book-It! Program Requirements – What Does Each Family Do? 

 

Kindergarten, 
First Grade & 
Second Grade 
Families 

Read 15 books at home each month 
 
Parents fill out and sign monthly reading sheet and return by deadline each 
month 

**Third, Fourth & 
Fifth Grade 
Families 

Individual point goals set each month at school 
 
Students read Accelerated Reader library books and take computer tests to earn 
points, meet monthly point goal by deadline each month, increase goal as 
progress is made each month 
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Special Incentives for Meeting Reading Goals - Don’t miss out!   
 

Monthly Rewards – for every 
child making monthly goal 

● Pizza Hut free personal pizza coupon 
● monthly treat provided by parent volunteers 
● Name entered in drawing for free book & prize 
● Participate in mystery treat/activity each month  
● Name entered in lunch with the principal drawing 

End-of-Year Rewards 
(distributed in April) – for every 
child making goal for 5/6 or all 6 
months of program 

● Special certificate and free book, free treasure box item 
● Attend special mystery activity (like swimming, bowling, or 

maybe a field trip) 

Special Recognition 
(Wow yourself!  Read more 
than the minimum monthly 
goal) 

● Top Readers K-2 & 3rd-5th grades receive certificates and 
prize each month 

● 2 overall Top Readers for each grade receive special prize in 
April 

 

 
 
A NOTE FROM THE LIBRARY: 
The school library would like to thank everyone who participated in our supply drive for 
the Shelby Senior Center. We collected an overflowing box of items, and over $75 in 
overdue and lost material fees were forgiven! 
 
Don’t miss a thing happening at the SRC Husky Library! Follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Twitter @SRCHuskyLibrary . 
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ELEMENTARY MUSIC 
 
 
 

Our elementary students are learning to speak “the language of Music.”  The students 
have been learning special vocabulary words and ideas as we continue to explore 
music from our past and music from other countries and cultures. 
 
We enjoyed working on learning and singing our School Song as we prepared for all 
the fun Homecoming activities.  Now the students are learning to sing our National 
Anthem and another song as we prepare for our upcoming Veterans Day celebration. 
 
Kindergarten has been learning how to use and define our Music vocabulary: steady 
beat, rhythm, tempo, pitch.  They’re remembering the different ways we use our 
voices and have been busy moving to the music while learning some fun and silly 
songs. 
 
First Grade is learning more about pitch and dynamics. They have learned some 
songs from other countries and have learned to sing a couple songs in Spanish. 
They’re also learning more about body percussion and they ways we can add 
movement and actions into the songs we’re singing. 
 
Second Grade is learning more about the scale and starting to learn how to read the 
pitches on the staff.  They’ve been working on reading rhythms and are able to show 
how the pitch is moving while they are singing.  They’re also learning more about how 
dynamics can change the way something sounds or feels. 
 
Third Grade has been learning more about reading music and learning about the 
different parts of notes and the staff.  They’re learning more about tone color and can 
identify the way different instruments sound.  They also learned a counting song in 
Hungarian and are getting ready to learn a song in German. 
 
Fourth Grade has been learning about rounds and canons and has done some great 
work while singing some challenging rounds!  They’re learning more about phrases, 
melodies and shape.  They’re learning to follow and read music with repeats and 
alternate endings. 
 
Fifth Grade has been learning about different musical styles (bluegrass and swing) 
while also learning more about texture, tone color and form.  They’re doing a great job 
speaking about music using the correct terms and vocabulary.  They’ll be learning a 
couple of traditional American songs while they learn about theme and variation. 
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KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten represented the 1960s for the homecoming parade. Students helped tie-dye their t-shirts 
that were worn during the parade and chanted “Peace, Love & a Husky Win!” Everyone had lots of fun. 
 

 
 
Colleen Pallas, Polk County Extension Agent, will be visiting once a month to share the Project Learning 
Tree program. PLT (Project Learning Tree) helps develop students’ awareness, knowledge, and 
appreciation of the environment through trees. Giving the students the understanding of the importance 
of trees and their practical benefits by adopting a tree at the beginning of the school year and watching it 
grow and change throughout the seasons. Through this project, your student will learn to understand the 
practical side of trees, but approaching in a way to bring the lessons or activities to their level.  Learning 
about the oxygen that we breathe, the fruit that we eat, and the paper that we write on all come from the 
trees. Using science and hands-on activities, students will learn the importance of trees in their world 
and why we all need trees.  At the end of this project, students will receive a tree seedling to plant at 
their own home. 
 
Fire Safety was October 5-9th. This year’s fire prevention week slogan was “Serve Up Fire Safety in the 
Kitchen!TM””. It worked “to educate everyone about the simple but important actions they can take to 
keep themselves, and those around them, safe in the kitchen. Check out https://www.nfpa.org for more 
fire safety facts and tips. Students were encouraged to go home and start conversations about learning 
their own addresses, discussed an outside meeting place, learned to call 9-1-1 in case of an emergency 
and how to stop/drop/roll. 
 
In Science, students are learning about animals and their adaptations. Students are doing activities that 
help our Earth. 
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Homecoming Week 
was full of 
excitement for the 
second graders!  
Throughout the 
week, students 
dressed in pajamas, 
Hawaiian apparel, 
western wear, 
throwback gear, and 
closed out the week 
with Spirit Day on 
Friday.  Second 
grade chose the 
1980s as our 
theme.  Students 
came to school 
dressed in their best 80s rock outfits with guitars and microphones in hand ready to march in the 
Homecoming parade that afternoon.  While including some 80’s rock lyrics into the parade, students 
“rocked out” and spread the message that the Huskies would ROCK that night’s game.   

 
 

In the classroom, the students have been creatively 
exploring various skills. Chapter 2 Math is just wrapping up. Students 
reviewed place value concepts (to the hundreds place) using cereal, 
pretzel sticks, and skittles to visually represent each value. They were 
able to compare numbers, add and subtract ten and one hundred, 
and develop a greater understanding of the value of each digit.  
 
 

 
In writing, students have 

been working really hard at 
becoming great storytellers. We 
began the unit by creating a story 
about a scarecrow, giving 
students the opportunity to create 
their own scarecrow as well! Our 
writing will continue to focus on 
developing stories about ourselves, highlighting the good writing skills we have already learned in the 
classroom (sentence structure, nouns, and verbs) while expanding their writing by including creative 
adjectives, adverbs, feelings, and transitions. 
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      3rd-5th Grade Science 

In science, 5th grade has begun to look into matter as they work in a scenario where                                 
they are food scientists figuring out a solution with food coloring. 4th grade is looking                             
into energy and are engineers looking at solutions to electrical issues. This includes                         
using solar panels and creating an electrical system. 3rd grade is currently looking                         
at the climate of different places around the world and interpreting data. 

 

3rd-5th Grade Math 

3rd Grade: The third graders have been working on adding and subtracting multi-digit 
numbers.  They have also been working with the different addition properties.   4th 
Grade:The fourth graders are still working hard on mastering their multiplication facts 
and should be practicing this often at home!  We are also working on estimating 
subtracting totals as well as using comparison bars to solve word problems.. 5th 
Grade: The fifth graders are working hard to master their math facts as well, so they 
should be practicing every night for 5-10 minutes.  We have also been reviewing three 
and four digit numbers multiplying by two digit numbers. 

 

4th and 5th Reading & Language Arts 

4th Grade Reading: The students have been reading about how starting a business                         
can help others while practicing identifying main ideas and key details. 5th Grade                         
Reading: The students have been reading about the positives and negatives of new                         
technology. They have been practicing identifying the author’s point of view in a story.                           
4th & 5th Language Arts: In language arts, the 4th and 5th graders are writing                             
personal narratives.  

 

3rd-5th Grade Social Studies 

The social studies classroom has been a busy place. The 3rd grade has been learning about                

city government, resources communities have and the culture and customs of communities.            

The 4th grade has been learning about how Nebraska fits into the global world. They have                

been introduced to the regions of the US and learned how they are alike and different. The                 

5th grade has spent a majority of their time learning about the Native American tribes that                

were in the US before Europeans came. All grades have studied the famous American              

George Washington Carver and Francis Scott Key. 

 

3rd Reading & Language Arts 

In reading, the students are learning how to determine cause and effect in a story. As                               
well as determining the main idea and the key details. In language arts the students                             
have been writing their personal narratives. They have been working hard with                       
learning how to edit and revise their own writing.  
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National Honor Society students hard at work 
NHS students completed their fall service project of trash pick up on their stretch of Highway 92 
Sunday, October 4.  Students involved were: Kira Pavlik, Maddie Hopwood, Colin Wingard, 
Laura Velasco, Emily Willis, Grant Brigham, Grady Belt and Emily Augustin. 
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SHELBY RISING CITY HOMECOMING 2020 
Becky Schueth 

This year’s Homecoming festivities began with our S-RC Student Council Members selecting our 
Decades theme. The members came up with fun dress up days for our students to show their 
school spirit! 

Pajama Monday - Wear your PJ’s to school! 

Hawaiian Tuesday - Show off your fun Hawaiian wear! 

Western Wednesday - Break out the cowboy hat and boots! 

Throwback Thursday - Rock your parents’ high school gear! 

Husky Spirit Friday - Wear your Husky gear as you decorate the floats! 

The 2020 Faculty Royalty were crowned Friday morning: King Zach Kubik and Queen Emily 
Houdersheldt. After crowning our Faculty Royalty, each class began working on their floats for the 
big Homecoming Parade! Thanks to our communities for participating in the parade! The parade 
route changed to have our students finish at the football field for the HoCo Pep Rally!  

The Student Council officers planned and MC’d the event; special shout-outs to Maddie Hopwood, 
Reece Ingalls, Kira Pavlik, Emily Augustin and Emily Willis. These ladies met daily in the weeks 
leading up to Homecoming to help with planning and organizing.  

To kick off the pep rally, the S-RC Band and Dance team rocked the school fight song. Then the 
S-RC Dance team performed a routine with a few special guest stars, S-RC football players. Next, 
the Royalty Candidates competed in a series of mini games to show their skills; congrats to Maddie 
& Arturo for sweeping up the competition! The Lip Sync Battle occurred next. Each team had a 
combination of high school, middle school & elementary students to sing and dance to songs from 
past decades. Winners of the Lip Sync Battle included Fischer White, Hayden Reznicek, Kierslyn 
Cattau and Landon Paddock.  

At halftime of the football game vs Nebraska Christian, the winning class themes and floats were 
announced. This year's winners are: 

1st grade: 70’s - The Huskies are FUNK-A-DELIC! 
 
4th grade: 80’s:  Thrilled to get a Husky win! 
 
8th grade: 90’s: The Huskies will rob you of your victory. 
 
11th grade: 70’s: A Husky Victory is Groovy Baby! 
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Additionally, the S-RC Student Council created a committee to select the best decorated business in 
the communities of Shelby and Rising City. Winner = First National Bank - Jeff Willis in Shelby. His 
slogan states:  “The Eagles can eat our shorts … A Husky victory is totally tubular, man!” Runner up 
= Mane Attraction - Bev Gillespie & Barb Ruth in Shelby. Their slogan states: “1980’s Big Hair … 
BIG WIN!” Thanks for bringing our decades theme into your businesses; our committee had a tough 
time selecting winners! 

Coronation was held following the football game. The 2020 Shelby Rising City Homecoming Court 
was: 

Maddie Hopwood & Arturo Abrego 

Reece Ingalls & Carter Fjell 

Natilie Martensen & Mickey Hoatson 

Allie Neujahr & Ceagen Watts 

Kira Pavlik & Colin Wingard  

Aspyn Harrison, the 2019 Homecoming Queen, and Carson Rathje, the 2019 Homecoming King, 
crowned this year’s Homecoming Royalty.  

Congratulations to the 2020 Shelby Rising City Homecoming King and Queen: Arturo Abrego and 
Natilie Martensen. 

Friday night ended with the homecoming dance for students in grades 9-12. 

Additionally, Alexa Carter created locker designs for each class sporting their decade theme - they 
were a great addition to student lockers! Mazzee Staroscik & Lamara Weddle helped create posters 
to display the students' floats at the football game. Emily Augustin passed out candy to students 
showing their school spirit for each dress up day. Emily Willis created and organized the skit games 
for the candidates. 

Special thanks to the Administration, the Athletic Director and the Custodial Staff as well! The 
Student Council would like to recognize everyone who helped make this week a blast from the past!  
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Healthy Huskies 
Submitted by Kate Nienhueser  

 
Pictured is the Healthy Huskies Wellness Team:  

Kate Nienhueser, Stacy Stewart, Turner Trofholz, Jennifer Topil, & Becky Schueth 
 
     Shelby-Rising City Public Schools has been recognized by Governor Pete Ricketts for 
the 2020 Governor’s Wellness Award. The Healthy Huskies were awarded the Sower 
Award by Governor Pete Ricketts on September 30, 2020. The award recognizes schools 
and companies for promoting healthy habits. Staff at Shelby-Rising City have been 
increasing exercise habits, increasing healthy/nutritious meals, and have been focused 
on mental and physical health and well-being. We are trying to promote healthy lifestyles 
and be good role models for our students and community. 
 
     The Healthy Huskies will work to try to improve to the Grower award in the future 
years. Some steps being taken by the staff are: walking after school, free access to the 
weight room and track, encouraging water intake by having water coolers in both offices, 
and having staff members sign up for Educators Health Alliance (EHA) where there are 
bi-monthly challenges that focus on physical and mental health. Having staff members 
share their wellness journey encourages others to maintain and improve their own health. 
We celebrate each other’s successes and help work through difficult slumps together. 
Our overall goal is to promote good health and to encourage each other along the way! 
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Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBiS) Update 
Submitted by Kate Nienhueser 
 

 
 
     Students and staff at Shelby-Rising City Public Schools use Positive Behavioral Interventions 
and Supports (PBiS) as the behavior model. We have been a PBiS school since 2011.  
 
     Our team must consist of an administrator, counselor, general education teacher, special 
education teacher, general education parent, and special education parent. We have ten 
members who represent all areas of the district. We also look for student input when developing 
or updating lessons and expectations. Staff members teach and reteach expected behaviors 
each week. Students are also recognized by giving PAWS when they go above and beyond the 
expectations.  
 
     In looking at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, we have noticed that there is still a 
problem with students getting to school/class on time. So far, we have had 135 total infractions 
that deal with students being tardy. It is very important to get to class on time, be ready to go, 
and to be an active learner through the whole class period. The next highest infraction was 
minor disruptions, with a total of 53 write ups. Minor disrespect was recorded 50 times during 
August and September. Our goal is to have a safe school with active learning. 
 
     B.A.R.K. paws are given to students who go above and beyond. The goal is to try to have 
four positive interactions to every one negative. So far in August and September, there have 
been 303 paws given out PK-5, 74 paws given out 6-8, and 47 paws given out 9-12. Students 
who receive paws are put into a monthly drawing. Some rewards that students have received 
are: yard signs, bowling passes, ice cream treats, and pizza! We would like to thank Westbrook 
Lanes, Dairy Queen, Godfather’s, Valentino’s, and Wendy’s, all of Columbus, for donating these 
wonderful prizes to recognize our students! 
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S-RC School Calendar:  CLICK HERE 
 

The Fitness Center is open 
from Noon to 10 PM, Mon - Fri. 

 Just as a reminder:  
If classes or athletic teams are 

using equipment,  
they have priority.  

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In compliance with the Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972:  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
amended by the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1978; 
 
It is the intent of Shelby-Rising City Public Schools to comply with both the letter and spirit of the law in making 
certain discrimination does not exist in its policies, regulations and operations. 
 
The Shelby-Rising City Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, marital status, disability, or age in admission or access to, or treatment of employment, in its programs 
and activities.  Turner Trofholz, Title IX Coordinator, has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
complaints, grievance procedures or the application of these policies of nondiscrimination. 
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