
 
 October 12, 2020  
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Over the last few weeks a lot has changed in San Joaquin County, and I wanted to provide you all with an 
update.  The number of COVID-19 cases and the positivity rate continues to decline in San Joaquin 
County, although we have not reached a level to allow for the safe reopening of K-12 schools, we are 
very close.  Last week San Joaquin County moved from the Purple Tier into the Red Tier on the states 
reporting grid.  This means that schools can, at this time, potentially reopen for in-person instruction on 
October 19,2020.  While no timetable has been confirmed at this time, New Hope is in the processing of 
preparing to open in mid-November, after the first trimester.   As part of our reopening plan, we would 
like to take your feedback into consideration.  We have created a short survey that will help determine 
our next steps.   Please complete the following survey by Monday, October 19, 2020.  
 
Press Here for Survey 
 
When students are brought back on campus, they will all be required to follow numerous new safety 
measures including daily health screenings, maintaining social distancing, wearing masks, remaining in 
cohorts, not sharing items, and frequently washing their hands. In accordance with the 2020-21 
guidelines, families will continue to have the option to remain on Distance Learning if you choose to.  
 
Everyone wants our schools to re-open and our lives to return to normal, however, these desires cannot 
outweigh the safety of your children and our staff.  New Hope Elementary will open to in-person 
instruction at some point in the future, but our school is going to take this slow and make sure that we 
have all protocols in place. I realize that for some of you reopening can’t come soon enough, while for 
others you would be content if we remained closed the entire the year.  No matter what decision is 
made or what timeline is developed, there will be individuals on both sides.  We will use our 
stakeholders’ feedback and the guidance of the Public Health Department as we make these very 
complex decisions. Thank you for your continued support, and for the commitment towards your 
children’s education.  We are in this together! 
 
Respectfully,  
 

Janet Stemler 
Superintendent/Principal 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Py_WWiKH1SQMFkTm0tNCOXkP4wrXJbAswnaKfbDujIA/edit?ts=5f7df3c5

