
Richgrove School District 
Parental Involvement Plan 2005-006

PART I.	GENERAL EXPECTATIONS  FOR ALL SCHOOLS AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL
	
Parent Responsibilities 
We expect our parents, to support their children’s learning in the following ways: 
• Provide a home environment that actively supports learning through reading, writing, conversations, and discussions among family members. 
• Provide a family routine that supports learning such as a set time for studying, watching television and going to bed. 
• Provide positive communication between family members and children. 
• Encourage children by asking about schoolwork and providing an appropriate atmosphere for doing homework and that homework is monitored and completed. 
• Encourage learning and the love of learning. 
• Encourage reading and writing. 
• Encourage child to show positive school behavior. 
• Meet their basic obligations such as providing shelter, proper nutrition, and clothing for children to the best of their ability. 
• Know what community resources exist and utilize them to meet their family and children’s needs. 
• Assure that their child(ren) get to school on time and attend school regularly. 
• Volunteer in their child’s classroom or school 
• Participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to their children’s education. 
• Promote positive use of their child’s extracurricular time. 
• Stay informed about their child’s education, ask questions related to their child’s academic progress and communicate with the school by promptly reading all notices from the school or the school district either received by their child or by mail and responding, as appropriate. Attend parent-teacher conferences. 
• Serving, to the extent possible, on policy advisory groups, such as being the Title I, Part A parent representative on the school’s School Improvement Team, the Title I Policy Advisory Committee, the District wide Policy Advisory Council, the State’s Committee of Practitioners, the School Support Team or other school advisory or policy groups. 

Richgrove School District agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:  
	The school district will put into operation programs, activities and procedures for the involvement of parents in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs, consistent with section 1118 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).   Those programs, activities and procedures, including the process of school review and improvement under section 1116, will be planned and operated with meaningful consultation with parents of participating children.  

Consistent with section 1118, the school district will work with its schools to ensure that the required school-level parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118(b) of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA.
The school district will incorporate this district wide parental involvement policy into its LEA plan developed under section 1112 of the ESEA.  
	In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, the school district and its schools will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in a language parents understand.
If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the school district will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school district submits the plan to the State Department of Education. 
The school district will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental involvement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 95 percent of the 1 percent reserved goes directly to the schools.  
The school district will provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under section 1118 of the ESEA as the parents may request.
The school district will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition:
Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring—
(A)	 that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;
(B)	that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school;
(C)	that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child;
(D)	the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1118 of the ESEA.



PART II.	DESCRIPTION OF HOW DISTRICT WILL IMPLEMENT REQUIRED DISTRICTWIDE PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 

Richgrove School District will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its district wide parental involvement plan under section 1118 of the ESEA:  
	Involve both E.L.A.C. and School Site Council members along with community participants in annually assessing parental involvement and strategies to increase participation.

Involve Student Services personnel (i.e., Director, Counselor, Migrant Aide etc.,) in contacting and encouraging community members in becoming involved in school planning and information meetings.

Richgrove School District will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA:  
	Parents will be included on School and District Improvement Planning teams 

Schools and District will include a parental/ family involvement goal in their School Improvement Plan or TCSPP 
Through school and system newsletters, parents will be asked for input on the school and district plans and processes 
	Parents will be given the opportunity to complete surveys and assessments on the school and district improvement plans

Richgrove School District  will provide the following necessary coordination, technical assistance, and other support to assist Title I, Part A schools in planning and implementing effective parental involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance:  
	Publish a periodic newsletter, School Days at least four times a year that is sent to all the parents, guardians and community.
	Communications coordinator will contact the local newspapers and television stations when parent activities are scheduled. 

Provide web site access for all schools to post calendars of school and system events, homework, curriculum information, parenting suggestions, links to the state curriculum standards, etc. 
System wide attendance accounting procedures will be established. The Attendance Supervisor will have access to the Student Information System and all attendance information at each school. The Attendance Supervisor will monitor all students’ attendance and will work with school officials to visit families when absenteeism is a problem. 


Richgrove School District will coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies in Part A with parental involvement strategies under the following other programs:  
	Reading First Program

Preschool Programs
Community based English tutoring
E.L.A.C
			
Richgrove School District will take the following actions to conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of this parental involvement policy in improving the quality of its Title I, Part A schools.  The evaluation will include identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic minority background).  The school district will use the findings of the evaluation about its parental involvement policy and activities to design strategies for more effective parental involvement, and to revise, if necessary (and with the involvement of parents), its parental involvement policies.

We will discuss parental involvement effectiveness during:
	E.L.A.C and School Site Council meetings.
	During beginning of the year orientation.

At parent meeting held throughout the year for programs, Open House, Back to School Night and pre-state testing in-service.
Monthly parent in-services held by Student Services department.
Parent suggestions brought to administration offices.

Richgrove School District will build school and parent  capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement through the following activities specifically described below:  

A.  The school district will, with the assistance of its Title I, Part A schools, provide assistance to parents of children served by the school district or school, as appropriate, in understanding topics such as the following, by undertaking the actions described in this paragraph --

	the state’s academic content standards,
	the state’s student academic achievement standards,
	the state and local academic assessments including alternate assessments,

the requirements of Part A,
how to monitor their child’s progress, and
how to work with educators:

Activities include: Periodic newsletters, Parent-Teacher Conferences, parenting workshops, E.L.A.C., S.S.C. and Migrant meetings, work shops (i.e. C.A.B.E.), access to computer lab and library, information nights and back to school events.

	The school district will, with the assistance of its schools, provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training, and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement, by:  
	opening the computer lab and library to access information for parents

offering English classes to limited English speaking families
bilingual information and pamphlets
periodic newsletters and memos

	The school district will, with the assistance of its schools and parents, educate its teachers, pupil services personnel, principals and other staff, in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners in the value and utility of contributions of parents, and in how to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools, by:  

	providing staff development in this area

bringing in successful professionals in this area
holding staff meetings that will include suggestions and peer recommendations
provide information on latest research and websites for assistance in this area

D.  The school district will, to the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parents as Teachers Program, public preschool, and other programs.  The school will also conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children, by:
	publicize activities for each of the organizations 

coordinate pre school sign ups 
work together to provide staff training 
communicate between organizations about personal needs of students and families such as food, clothing, transportation, etc. 

E.  The school district will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school and parent-programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to the parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand:  
	letter will be sent home both in English and Spanish
	a school phone reach system with announcements and information will go out in both languages at an hour that most parents are home.

translators will be available on campus at all times.
	information will be placed on marquee for parents to read
information will go to local news paper when needed

PART III.	DISCRETIONARY DISTRICTWIDE PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS 

	involving parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to improve the effectiveness of that training;

providing necessary literacy training for parents from Title I, Part A funds, if the school district has exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for that training;
paying reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions;
training parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;
arranging school meetings at a variety of times or conducting in-home conferences between teachers or other educators who work directly with participating children, arrange meetings with parents who are unable to attend conferences at school; in order to maximize parental involvement and participation in their children’s education;
adopting and implementing model approaches to improving parental involvement;
establishing a district wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parental involvement in Title I, Part A programs;
developing appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses, including faith-based organizations, in parental involvement activities.

PART IV.	ADOPTION  

This District wide Parental Involvement Policy has been developed jointly with, and agreed on with, parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs, as evidenced by the School Site Council and the Richgrove School District School Board.

This policy was adopted by Richgrove School District on June 11, 2006 and will be in effect for the period of one year.  The school district will distribute this policy to all parents of participating Title I, Part A children on or before September 2006.



Frank M. Chavez	
(Signature of Authorized Official)

September 1, 2006			
(Date)


