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While the intention of our music department is that of allowing our young instrumental music 
students to begin their lessons on the instrument of their choice, this ideal must be reconciled 
with the desire to allow these musicians to rehearse and perform with a band whose 
instrumentation as closely as possible resembles that of the ideally balanced band. 
 
Since students are most likely to continue performing on the instrument they play when 
starting, it is necessary to consider balanced instrumentation for a future high school band at 
the fifth grade level. Also, since it is not always possible to merely convince fifth graders or their 
parents of the need to begin on the proper instruments, it becomes necessary to adopt a policy 
regarding instrument selection as it especially pertains to the fifth grade level. 
 
Each year, maximum figures will be set regarding the number of students allowed to begin each 
instrument. If there is an imbalances as determined by the director (too many wishing to begin 
on a certain instrument), a balance will be achieved using the following procedural steps: 
 

1) The director will check physical characteristics to see if there are any physical barriers to 
beginning a particular instrument (for example – crooked teeth) 

2) The director will attempt to convince the students that perhaps some of them should 
consider another instrument, allowing them to weigh the advantages and disadvantages 
of one instrument over another. 

3) If at this point too many students wish to play a particular instrument, it must be 
considered an honor to be selected to begin on that instrument, and so the director will 
consider musical preparation and aptitude. A musical aptitude test will be given and 
previous musical experience will be considered. The students most successful on the 
test and proving most experienced musically will be allowed to fill the maximum 
numbers previously set by the director. Please note that this is a last resort and will only 
be used if the imbalance is such that the quality of our band in the future will be 
compromised. 
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