
 

MEDFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE  
Zoom Remote Meeting 

July 30, 2020 

PRESENT: Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke -Chairperson  
Jessica Reilly - Vice-Chairperson  
Timothy Knight - Recording Secretary  
Meghan Glenn - Financial Secretary  
Leo Brehm - Legislative Secretary  

ALSO PRESENT: Jeffrey Marsden - Superintendent of Schools 
Michael LaFrancesca - Director of Finance and Operations  
Andrea Moores - Secretary  
 

Ms. Anna Mae O'Shea Brooke opened the meeting at 5:43pm after the Executive Session that was 
held to discuss issues related to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body. (School Secretaries 
and Cafeteria Workers)  

 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke explained that the agenda will be reorganized and will start with the 
Medfield Mascot Public Forum followed by the Public Forum/Listening Session. Ms. O’Shea Brooke 
thanked the community for all of the feedback that was received via the google form and emails the 
committee received prior to this meeting. Shestated that the School Committee has read through all of the 
comments, feedback and emails that have been received to date. 
 
MEDFIELD MASCOT PUBLIC FORUM (Agenda Out of Order) 
Ms. O’Shea Brooke began by addressing a few recurring themes from the received feedback. The main 
recurring question was why the School Committee is focusing on the Mascot when the focus should be on 
the school reopening. Ms. O’Shea Brooke stated that the community brought the issue of the current 
mascot to the attention of the School Committee on June 29, 2020. This  coupled with the current social 
atmosphere and climate has inclined the School Committee  to look at the use of the current mascot more 
closely. Ms. O’Shea Brooke explained that as elected officials the committee is responsible to act on 
concerns from the community. Many communities have rushed these types of votes recently but the 
Medfield School Committee felt it was important to do due diligence by listening to all voices thoughtfully 
before taking a vote to discontinue the use of the mascot. The school reopening is being led by Dr. 
Marsden and a dedicated committee. Ms. O’Shea Brooke stated that working through the mascot issue will 
not take away from the efforts of the school reopening.  
 
Another recurring question was why is the vote on the use of the mascot a School Committee Vote and not 
a Town Vote? Ms. O’Shea Brooke explained that this falls under the jurisdiction of the School Committee. 
The School Committee is being responsive to the community by soliciting input from any and all 
stakeholders within the Town of Medfield and has made an effort to hear from the public prior to making 
the decision to discontinue the use of the Warrior Mascot. Ms. O’Shea Brooke informed the public that 
vote will be on the use of the Warrior Mascot only. It will not be a vote on the use of the name Warrior. 
The committee will continue to take emails and feedback on the use of the current mascot until August 9, 
2020 which will give them time to read and review the comments before the vote on August 13, 2020. 
 
 



 

Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke explained the process for the Public Forum. All speakers were introduced 
by Ms. O’Shea Brooke and were limited to three minutes. Public input will be taken at the conclusion of 
the speakers. 
 
The following speakers shared their thoughts and comments on the use of the current Medfield Mascot: 

1. Annawon Weedon - Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Member 
2. Mia Remington - 9th Grade Student 
3. Rebecca Garvey - 12th Grade Student 
4. Madeline Rothstein - 10th Grade Student 
5. Antonia Rijo - 12th Grade Student 
6. Marissa Gorog - 12th Grade Student 
7. Giovanni Colantonio -  Medfield Alumni - 2007 Graduate 
8. Rudy Cassidy - Medfield High School Teacher 
9. Hayley Robartes -  Medfied Alumni - 2017 Medfield Graduate via video 
10. Michael Borkan - Medfield Alumni - 2020 Medfield Graduate 
11. Elizabeth Berges - Medfield Resident  
12. Pamela Snow - Medfield Alumni - 1981 Medfield Graduate 
13. Evan Berry- Medfield Alumni - 2012 Medfield Graduate 
14. Katie Blair - Medfield Alumni - 2007 Medfield Graduate 
15. Sarah Byrne - Medfield Resident 
16. Christine McCue Potts - Medfield Resident 
17. Jean Mineo - Medfield Resident 
18. Alexandra Maider - video 
19. Laurel Davis-Delano - Professor of Sociology, Springfield College 
20. Rhonda Anderson - Western Massachusetts Commissioner on Indian Affairs 
21. Brittany Walley- Nimpuc Tribal Anti - Mascot Representative 

 
Annawon Weedon shared his thoughts on the comments that were shared by the speakers. He stated that he 
was impressed with the students' comments regarding the misappropriation and the misrepresentation of 
having a native american imagery as a logo. He shared his own experiences of attending school with a 
predominantly white population and being unable to fully embrace his own identity. He was encouraged 
by the speakers and the consideration to make this important change to the school mascot. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke stated that this evening's presentation from students, parents, teachers and 
alumni was very  informative and enlightening. She reiterated that the vote on the use of the current mascot 
will be held at the August 13, 2020 School Committee meeting.  
 
PUBLIC INPUT (Agenda Out of Order) - None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Leo Brehm made a motion, seconded by Ms. Meghan Glenn to approve the 6/4/2020 Regular Meeting 
and 6/10/2020 Budget Workshop Minutes and to approve and retain the 6/22/2020 Executive Session 
Minutes. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken to approve the 6/4/2020 Regular Meeting and 6/10/2020 Budget Workshop 
Minutes and to approve and retain the 6/22/2020 Executive Session Minutes. 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes 
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn-yes 



 

➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 
The vote was unanimous. 
 
NEW BUSINESS (Agenda out of Order) 
COVID RELATED POLICIES - Dr. Jeffrey Marsden  
Dr. Marsden explained that due to COVID -19 there may be instances that require the School Committee 
to institute policies to support the district’s reopening plan. Requiring all students PK-12 to wear masks is 
an example of this type of policy. Dr. Marsden asked the School Committee to develop a mask policy for 
the schools to add to their student handbooks. Ms. Jessica Reilly stated that policies are usually developed 
for more long term purposes but in the instance of COVID-19 it is important to develop policies that 
support our students in staff coming back to the classroom safely.  The committee discussed the 
importance of prioritizing policies to support the school reopening and getting more guidance on additional 
policies as it relates to COVID-19. 
 
Other Items Since Posting - Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Marsden shared with the committee that districts will be level funded for Chapter 70. The current 
budget was based on a 10% reduction in Chapter 70. The unrestricted government funds for municipalities 
was also level funded to the FY20 numbers which will help the Town budget that was also built with a 
10% reduction in funds. Dr. Marsden learned at a meeting with the Commissioner that a federal stimulus 
bill is in the works which will be structured like the stimulus municipalities received in 2008 and not set up 
as a reimbursement program like the CARES Act. Dr. Marsden expects to have more detailed information 
in August.  
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke announced that she missed a public input question and read the following 
comment: 
 
Chris McCue Potts: with the School Committee meetings being automatically taped by Zoom with a file 
available the very next day could we please have it posted on the website. Medfield TV should still publish 
it on Youtube but at least we could all have access to it much sooner as other school committees provide it 
in other districts. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke responded by stating that Mr. Eoin O’Corcora has worked with Medfield 
TV to post all of the School Committee meetings and Dale Street School Building Committee meetings in 
one place and can be found on www.medfieldtv.com. 
Ms. Jessica Reilly stated that Dr. Davis Delano was still interested in speaking during the Public Open 
Forum and was waiting to hear from the native speakers first. Ms. O’Shea Brooke stated that Dr. Delano 
was no longer logged on to the webinar and apologized for her oversight. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
School Reopening Update - Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
Dr. Marsden reminded the committee that at next week’s meeting on August 6, 2020 he will present the 
full School Reopening Plan and will ask the committee to vote to accept the plan in order to submit the 
plan to DESE by the August 10, 2020 deadline. The committee meetings have concluded after three full 
weeks of meetings that were held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. The District Advisory 
Committee will meet again on August 6th prior to the School Committee meeting to hear the final plan. 
The final plan will include three learning models which are in-person, hybrid and remote. Dr. Marsden 
thanked all of the committee volunteers for their work on developing the reopening plans for the district. 
Dr. Marsden sent another survey to parents prior to this meeting and staff will receive another survey 
tomorrow.  
 
 

http://www.medfieldtv.com/


 

Dr. Marsden explained that the parent survey includes questions about bus transportation and if parents 
plan to use bus transportation. The released guidance on bus transportation indicates that only 24 students 
are allowed to ride the bus which normally has a capacity of 72 and the routes will be decided after the 
usage data comes in from the survey. Mr. Leo Brehm asked if the question on bus usage on the survey was 
binding. Dr. Marsden stated that yes as long as reduced bus capacity guidelines are in effect. Dr. Marsden 
also announced that after negotiations with three teachers unions across the state it has been decided to 
reduce the student days from 180 to 170. This will allow districts to give teachers additional time for 
training and planning for the learning model that will be implemented for students. Dr. Marsden does not 
expect the students to begin school until the week of September 14th. He will present the School 
Committee with a revised draft of the School Calendar on August 6th which will require a School 
Committee Vote for approval. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight asked Dr. Marsden would be presenting a preview of the School Reopening Plan at 
next week’s meeting. Dr. Marsden explained that the plans will include the three learning scenarios and he 
will make his recommendation which learning scenario Medfield should adopt for the upcoming school 
year. The School Committee can either choose to accept his recommendation or choose a different learning 
scenario. One of the three learning scenarios will need to be selected and approved by a vote. Dr. Marsden 
stated that any changes that cause the district to pivot to a different learning scenario would be presented to 
the School Committee first unless the Governor declares the state go remote as he did last year. Dr. 
Marsden encouraged the public to attend next week's meeting. 
 
DALE STREET PROJECT TIMELINE - Dr. Jeffrey Marsden 
The timeline hasn’t changed since the last meeting. Dr. Marsden explained that he did not attend this 
week’s Working Group meeting due to his required attendance at a state level school reopening meeting. 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke shared information from the last Dale Street School Communications 
Subcommittee regarding community outreach for the upcoming Public Forum on Grade Configuration on 
August 13, 2020. Mr. Leo Brehm stated that testing is happening at both site selections and more 
information on this will be available soon. Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke stated that initial project cost 
estimates should be shared at the next Dale Street School Building Committee on August 12, 2020.  
 
Next meeting - August 6, 2020 - 2020 School Reopening Presentation and Vote 
 
CLOSING REMARKS 
Andrew Barrett stated that it was very helpful to hear everyone's perspectives during the Public 
Open Forum about the use of the mascot. 
 
Ms. Jessica Reilly thanked everyone who participated in the Public Open Forum and expressed her 
appreciation to the native speakers who contributed their thoughts and experiences.  
 
Mr. Leo Brehm thanked all of the speakers for their thoughts this evening and was thoroughly impressed 
with the students and alumni who spoke. Mr. Brehm answered a question from the Boland family who 
asked if any of the School Committee members have children in the district. Mr. Brehm replies by stating 
that all of the current School Committee members currently have children in the district. 
 
Dr. Marsden explained that the reopening committees members included parents from across the district. 
 
Ms. Meghan Glenn stated that she was impressed with the eloquence of the student speakers as well as the 
native speakers in attendance who were all very impactful. She acknowledged the insurmountable amount 
of work that has been done by the reopening committees to get the students and staff safely back to school. 
 



 

Mr. Tim Knight thanked the leadership for tonight's Public Forum. Mr. Knight acknowledged that the 
Leadership Team is doing it’s best with the current conditions and fully understands that whichever 
scenario is selected may not make everyone happy because there are many conditions that cannot be 
controlled. He thanked the eopening committees for their work. 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Marsden stated that hearing from current students, alumni, parents and community members on 
the importance of addressing the mascot solidifies why he enjoys being part of the Medfield community. 
He also thanked all of the volunteers who have worked on the school reopening committees for their time 
and commitment. Dr. Marsden stated that it had been incredibly complex and the goal is to manage the 
current situation following the guidance and requirements and provide the best scenario for students, staff 
and families. 
 
Ms. Anna Mae O’Shea Booke thanked the many people who organized the High School Graduation. She 
acknowledged the feat of putting it all together and was grateful that the students and families got to 
participate in-person. She thanked the evening's presenters for sharing their thoughts publically. 
 
Dr. Marsden answered a question about the parent survey being binding. He explained that the questions 
on the learning scenarios were non-binding but the question about bus transportation is binding.  
 
Ms. O’Shea Brooke asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Mr. Timothy Knight made a motion, seconded by Mr. Leo Brehm to adjourn the meeting. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken to approve adjourn the meeting. 

➢ Jessica Reilly-yes 
➢ Leo Brehm-yes 
➢ Timothy Knight-yes 
➢ Meghan Glenn-yes 
➢ Anna Mae O’Shea Brooke-yes 

The vote was unanimous. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm. 
 
Minutes Approved by School Committee: October 8, 2020 
 
EXHIBITS AND DOCUMENTS 

● Draft 6/4/2020 Regular Meeting Minutes 
● Draft 6/22/2020 Budget Workshop Minutes 
● School Committee Meeting Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HwvivCHD2M&t=261s 

 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Andrea Moores 
Secretary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6HwvivCHD2M&t=261s

