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10/9/2020 FACT SHEET UPDATE:  Vermilion County Department of Public Health & IDPH: 

“Our REGIONAL positivity rate went down to 7%.   Vermilion County’s latest weekly rate (ending in 10/4) 
is now at 10.6%.  When looking at our recent cases vs. Region 6 (without Champaign), Vermilion County 
has accounted for 16%-41% of our region’s cases in the last week.  There are 20 counties (21 with 
Champaign) in our Region and we are leading in the case load.  Macon County is behind us with a range 
of 12%-37%.  While this isn’t completely surprising in the fact that we are the next two in line for 
population size behind Champaign, Macon County has been testing a lot more people, so they are not in 
the warning area for positivity.  We have the 2nd highest 7 day rolling positivity rate only behind Clay 
County which is 13.2.”  “Also, just a reminder that we post our cases to you once we have talked to them 
and verified that they are really a positive case in our county.  Because we have been backlogged with 
cases lately, we have increased the number of staff doing contact tracing so we have been able to catch 
up some (hence the large number yesterday), although new cases continue every day.”  

“Looking at the daily and weekly positivity rate from IDPH gives us a better look at how we are really 
doing in real time.  Daily and weekly rates are on the attached graphic.  The below graphic (which is now 
added to our infographic) looks at the difference between the positive tests and total tests each day. 
Normally, the more you test, you may find more disease, but you also usually see the positivity rate go 
down if there is less illness as you can see in the beginning of the chart.  At the end of the chart, the 
number of positives are getting much closer to the number tested which correlates with our high 
positivity rate.  We have not seen a huge increase in the total number of tests, that has roughly remained 
constant.     Essentially, more people are positive, and we do not have robust testing available in 
Vermilion County.”  “Active cases at 242 with 9 in the hospital and 233 at home in isolation. 1 of our new 
cases is hospitalized.  We have 2 toddlers, 2 preschool children, 2 grade school children, 1 teen, 3 in their 
20s, 3 in their 30s, 2 in their 40s, 5 in their 50s, 4 in their 60s, 8 in their 70s and 2 in their 80s.   15 of the 
cases are connected by households, family, or previous contacts.”  

 

VCDPH Pandemic Factors and Topics of Concern (external exposure): 

Vermilion County is experiencing noncompliance that is causing higher rates of positivity due to not 
adhering to the following guidelines: (1) Wear a mask; (2) Wash your hands; (3) Watch your distance (6 
feet); and (4) large gatherings and social events that are not adhering these above listed preventative 
measures to protect our communities. 
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