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The Chalkboard 

Dear #158Strong Families & Community, 
 

As we start the second half of the 2019-2020 school year, I am excited to share with you all of the 
great initiatives going on in Lansing School District 158.  This edition of the Chalkboard includes 
information about the strong academic growth our students are showing (p. 2) and new fresh food 
service being offered at all of our schools (p. 3).  A few weeks ago, our Board of Education voted 
unanimously to approve another Property Tax Relief Grant that will give $3.3 million back to our 
taxpayers over the next two years!  You will see this on the District 158 portion of your future prop-
erty tax bills. Our Buildings & Grounds Department also continues to excel, having recently been 
awarded a Perfect Score on our Health/Life Safety Inspection for the second year in a row. 
 

Memorial Junior High School had 135 students present projects at our recent Science Fair and won 
both the Baseball Regional Championship and Boys’ Basketball Crosstown Classic.  Coolidge Ele-
mentary School completed construction of a new $24 million building and was recently awarded a 
$20,000 donation of classroom supplies from Enchanted Backpack!  Lester Crawl Primary Center 
partnered with the Lansing Fire Department to provide gifts to our families over the holidays and is 
planning new construction of its own.  Our Board of Education remains committed to equity across 
all of our facilities.  Reavis Elementary School hosted almost 30 young men and women from Rob-
ert Morris College to teach our children about financial literacy and Oak Glen Elementary School 
presented downstate at the Illinois Principals Association Conference.  We were honored to have 
the chance to share our positive school culture and educational best practices with other educators 
in Illinois! 

District 158 remains dedicated to “Putting the Children First with a Commitment to Continu-
ous Improvement!”  We look forward to continuing great initiatives in the service of Lansing’s 
children. 
 

Your #158Strong Partner in Education, 
 
Dr. Nathan S. Schilling, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Lansing School District 158 

Cultivate the unique potential of each student by providing a challenging, supportive, and inclusive environment. 
 

Winter 2020 
 

Message from the Superintendent of Schools 

COOLIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
The first half of the school year was an exciting time for the students and staff at Coolidge as we 
opened the final phase of our new building.  The new office space includes two new conference 
rooms which enable us to have more face-to-face meetings with parents.  The large kitchen now 
prepares food for the entire district.  Students are eating so much more fresh fruits and vegetables! 
 

Our focus continues to be to provide on-level reading and math instruction in small groups through-
out the school.  WIN (What I Need) time has provided more one-on-one instruction to students.  
Students have experienced an increase in using technology in the classroom in both reading and 
math.  Our extended day reading program continues to increase reading comprehension and fluen-
cy.  Social emotional development has been emphasized by implementing morning classroom meet-

ings and teaching students how to identify and regulate their emotions. 
   
We are happy to announce that Coolidge School accepted a $20,000 donation of 
school supplies, books, and clothing on January 16 from Enchanted Backpack! The 
students sang and danced to show their appreciation for the donation.  Lansing’s 
Mayor Eidam danced with the Coolidge staff in a flash mob!  We are so fortunate 
for all the community support we receive, and we truly believe it takes a village to 
raise a child.  Thank you for being our partner! 

CENSUS 2020 
On March 12-20, Lan-
sing households will re-
ceive an invitation in the 
mail to complete the 
Census 2020.  Every 
household will have the 
option of responding 
online, by mail, or by 
phone.  Households that 
respond right away will 
be finished - that’s all 
there is to it!  People who 
don’t respond will re-
ceive a reminder letter, a 
reminder postcard, an-
other reminder letter, a 
paper questionnaire, an-
other reminder postcard, 
and then a series of per-
sonal visits from census 
takers.  If you need help, 
please contact your 
child’s school or Dr. Kim 
Morley, Support Pro-
grams Coordinator at 
(708) 474-4868.  Com-
puters will be available at 
our schools to complete 
the census.  Please com-
plete the census the first 
time you are invited.  Be 
proud!  Be counted! 
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Lansing Elementary School District 158 

B O A R  D   O F   E D U C A T I  O N 

Putting the Children 
First with a Commitment 

to Continuous  
Improvement 

OAK GLEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Happy 2020! Here at the Oak Glen Grizzly Den, our students and staff ended 2019 with hard work, smiles, and high fives! 
We are glad to say that 2020 has been nothing but that, plus more! Everyone has come back from Winter Break ready to 
reconnect, collaborate, problem solve, and love learning! Our staff has been spending time creating memories in the class-
room that will make a lifetime of learning.  

 

We were very lucky to have children's book author Dennis Mathew visit us before break and 
read his story Bello the Cello. Students loved hearing about finding their own voice and even 
participated in a sing-along with Mr. Mathew.  
 

There is a lot to look forward to in the second half of our school year. We will begin recording 
our student led vlogs, Sharing Smarts with Oak Glen Grizzlies. You won’t want to miss any 
episodes so be sure to follow all of our Oak Glen social media accounts listed below.  
 

Our 5th grade basketball teams have been hard at work practicing and we are very much looking forward to having our boys' 
and girls’ teams bring home the District 158 championships, as well as reclaim the Roundball Classic! Girls on the Run will 
be starting up in the Spring, so please keep an eye out for information forthcoming.  
 

With the beginning of a new year comes many goals. Oak Glen will be participating in the Teacher Fit 2020 challenge!    
There are 130 schools across the country participating. Participants will earn wellness points for every wellness activity 
completed. This includes running, exercising, reading, mediating, and journaling! The great news is that 
staff can earn bonus points for bringing in mindfulness activities and movement breaks with our stu-
dents! Look out Lansing, Oak Glen is going to have the fittest and most mindful students and staff!  
 
Twitter: @mearnshaw158 
Instagram: OakGlenGrizzlies158 
Youtube: Mike Earnshaw                                                                                                                         

STUDENT GROWTH 
Student learning is very important as we determine if our scholars are growing academically.  Each student in our district is 
assessed on the MAP assessment three times a year. 
 
What is the MAP Growth assessment? This is a math and reading assessment that adapts to each child’s responses and 
measures their skill level and growth progress. MAP Growth scores help teachers check student performance by measuring 
achievement and growth.  Our teachers are able to use the results to tailor classroom lessons and set goals for students.  
We are pleased to share that more than half of our students, district-wide, have met or exceeded their growth targets in both 
subject areas.  This includes our students with special needs who also performed extremely well, with again over half of this 
student group meeting or exceeding their growth goals.  Our math and language arts curriculum, along with the online pro-
grams, allow our teachers to individualize instruction in the areas the students need most, resulting in exemplary growth 
scores. We expect to see continued success as the school year progresses.  
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 
If your child will be 5 on or before September 1, 2020 and you live in Lansing School District #158  

You need to register your child for Kindergarten!! 
ALL Kindergarten pre-registration will take place at Lester Crawl Primary Center (708-474-4868) 18300 Greenbay Avenue 

TIME:  9 a.m. to 12 noon and 1 to 3 p.m. 
DATES: 
Students in Reavis attendance area – Wednesday, March 4, 2020 
Students in Oak Glen attendance area – Thursday, March 5, 2020 
Students in Coolidge attendance area – Friday, March 6, 2020 
At registration, you will be given an appointment for your child’s Kindergarten screening. 

Kindergarten Screening 
To be held in March/April/May 2020—at Lester Crawl Primary Center, 18300 Greenbay Avenue, Lansing, Illinois 
In order to register your child for Kindergarten, you must bring: 
Child’s Original Birth Certificate and Proof of residency as follows 
Must present ONE of the following: 
  -Real Estate Tax Bill  - Signed Current Lease (Includes names of ALL residents)   -Signed HUD I closing statement 
  -Mortgage Papers must include Affidavit of Title (Warranty Deed or Trust Deed) 
Must present TWO of the following:    -Driver’s License or State ID   -Illinois Auto Registration    -Home/Apartment or Auto 

Insurance Papers -Most Recent Utility Bill (Gas, Electric, Cable, Water – two such bills will be accepted) 

REAVIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
Reavis Elementary students and staff have been busy with 
preparations for the upcoming Science Fair, E.A.R.T.H. Pro-

gram, and Kindness Club.  These are 
just a few of the academic and extra-
curricular activities that Reavis contin-
ues to offer students.  Student partici-
pation in “after the bell” types of pro-
grams helps to create a sense of be-
longing within the school as well as 
develop and build a foundation of ad-
ditional skills, talents, and leadership 
qualities.  The Lansing Elementary 
Area Science Fair was hosted at 
Reavis  this year on Saturday, Febru-
ary 1, 9:00 a.m.  The fair included 

entries from students in Kindergarten through 5th grade from 
all 6 public and private elemen-
tary schools in Lansing.  Regis-
tration for the fair was free.   
 
Third through fifth grade stu-
dents in the E.A.R.T.H. 
(Ecology, Awareness, Re-

search, Technology, and Horti-
culture) Program will be look-

ing forward to starting their 
lessons on building a sustaina-

ble outdoor garden as well as 
urban garden via a hydroponic 

grow wall they attained 
through grant money last year.  
Teachers also received grant 

money to purchase a shed, gardening equipment, and tablets.  
1st and 2nd grade students will begin their adventure with the 

Kindness Club which will utilize stories, songs, crafts, and 
games to focus on the theme of kindness.  This program will 

culminate in a district wide “Songs of Peace and Kindness 
Family Concert” on May 4,  7:00 p.m. at Memorial Junior 
High School. 

FOOD SERVICE 
 

At A’viands, an Elior Company, we believe that every child 
deserves a great meal. We take this to heart in Lansing, where 
we know that the school administration partners with the par-
ents and community to ensure that all students get a great meal 
to power them through the school day. So far this year, stu-
dents are eating 21% more breakfast and 6% more lunch than 
last year and climbing! 
  
In getting to know the Lansing community, we heard loud and 
clear that the parents and guardians in Lansing want scratch 
made recipes using as many fresh ingredients as possible, and 
we are delivering. Featuring a menu cycle with more fresh 
fruits and vegetables than ever before, parent satisfaction with 
the quality of A’viands menus and offerings is on the rise! 

  
We are proud to have retained all team mem-
bers through the transition from Preferred 
Meals to A’viands, including Bernadet Kula-
Szotek who is now Food Service Director. 
Bernie has participated in several training 
meetings and seminars and grows weekly in 
her capabilities guiding the Lansing Student 
Nutrition Team. 
 
Please feel free to connect with Bernadet at 
any time, with any questions and feedback 
you have on the student nutrition program.  

She can be reached at 708-474-4320, or bernadet.kula-
szotek@aviands.com. 
 
The quickest way to leave feedback, is through the NutriSlice 
website!  D158.nutrislice.com.  On NutriSlice, students and 
parents can see what is on the menu at any time and leave a 
rating and comments on any menu item!  When leaving a rat-
ing, if you would like follow-up from Bernadet, please leave 
your name and email address or phone number. 
 
Thank you to the Lansing School District and Community, for 
the privilege of feeding your students and powering them 
through the education day! 

mailto:bernadet.kula-szotek@aviands.com
mailto:bernadet.kula-szotek@aviands.com
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MEMORIAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

The Memorial Administrative Team wishes you a joyous and wonderful new year.  We are excited about the start of 
2020 and all the great things in store for our students.   We have many events and activities this spring such as our Sci-
ence Fair, sporting events, IAR Testing, and parent-teacher conferences. 

 
First up, the Memorial Administrative Team and school Social Workers con-
ducted anti-bullying assemblies to each grade level on January 7.  The goals of 
these presentations were to educate and safeguard students from acts of bully-
ing.   
 
Our staff wants to encourage students to stand up against bullying by telling an 
adult and for those who are participating in such harmful behaviors to under-
stand the harsh affects and stop such acts.  Following this, we  hosted our annu-
al Memorial Science Fair on Saturday, January 11.  The Science Department 

worked diligently with all students at Memorial to prepare them for the  fair.  Those students with the best class projects 
will participate in the fair, with top entries having the opportunity to present their science projects at the regional fair in 
March. 
 
On January 24, District 158 schools welcomed parents to visit for Parent-Teacher Conferences.  This is a great oppor-
tunity for parents to speak with their child’s teachers about progress so far this school year.   As we move into March 
2020, 8th grade students at Memorial will be focused on the Illinois Science Assessment, followed by the Illinois As-
sessment of Readiness (IAR) for all 6th - 8th graders.  These are computer-based assessment systems that coincides with 
the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  Memorial students have been taking online IAR practice tests and partici-
pating in IAR preparation activities to help them prepare for these state assessments.  
  
In 2020, our students have also been busy in the world of sports and activities.  In January, our Drama Club students  
shared their dynamic skills for all to see in a talent showcase.  Girls’ and boys’ volleyball is on the horizon with the 
girls’ first game taking place at Parker Middle School on January 8  and 
the boys’ first volleyball game at Memorial on January 27 against Crete. 
The Memorial Chess team was ready to go with their first match at Me-
morial, also against Crete on January 27.  Our Art Club students just fin-
ished participating in the Wyland Foundation Contest where the theme 
was water and environmental conservation.  Later in the Spring, they will 
participate in the annual SSJHSA Fine Arts Festival to demonstrate their 
brilliant art skills and creativity. 

   

Lansing School  

District 158 

18300 Greenbay Avenue 
Lansing, Illinois 60438 
 
Phone:  708-474-6700 
Fax:  708-474-9976 
Web Site:  www.d158.net 
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