
 

 

February 6-10- Wacky Winter Week

February 7- ZAPS ACT Training for Juniors 

        (8:30AM-11:00AM) 

February 7-Board of Education Meeting 

                 (4:30PM) 

February 9- Giving Hearts Day 

 

February 14-Valentine’s Day 

 

February 16 through February 20 

      WINTER BREAK NO SCHOOL 

 

February 27- Gearing up for Kindergarten 

                   (6:00PM-7:15PM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 
16021 18th St. SE, Hunter, ND  58048        Phone: 701-874-2322     Fax: 701-874-2422   Website: www.northerncassschool.org  Twitter: #NCSD97 

Dr. Cory Steiner- Superintendent 

Crysta Schenck- Elementary Principal 

Doug Margerum- Secondary Principal 

Bryce Laxdal- Activities Director 

Sam Johnson- Dean of Learners 

Paige Carlson- Business Manager 

 

https://www.northerncassschool. 

org/page/athletics-home 

YOUR LIVE EVENT.COM 

 
 

Do you have a concern or question about school 

operations? 

Please use the QR code to complete a short survey 

regarding your concern and a short description. This will 

notify Dr. Steiner and Mrs. Carlson who will reach out to 

you if requested. 

 

http://www.northerncassschool.org/
https://www.northerncassschool.org/page/athletics-home
https://www.northerncassschool.org/page/athletics-home
https://yourliveevent.com/


Dr. Steiner 

It might be easy to blame educators for what’s wrong with American education. Open up the latest Nation’s Report Card 

and you’ll see what I mean. But I blame one educator for saving my life. 

35 years ago, I had decided to commit suicide—until an educator stopped me in the hall, asked how I was doing, and 

told me they were happy to see me. That educator, my guardian angel, doesn’t know it, but that simple moment was a 

miracle that saved my life. 

Too many doubt educators like that one, and too many more leave perhaps the most noble profession in the world 

because of the doubters and detractors. But from the moment a learner walks through the front door until a learner 

boards a bus in the afternoon, the day is filled with beauty and small miracles. 

Educators inspire learners to love the unexpected. They champion learners who give of themselves for others. Great 

educators unconditionally love every learner, every day especially when that learner might be forgotten elsewhere. 

Every night, great educators take with them the emotional baggage of a learner who had not eaten all weekend, 

baggage of a learner who no longer has both parents at home, or baggage of a learner fighting untreated mental illness. 

Great educators choose to stay, come what may. 

Learners need more great educators. Learners need more options. Learners need better. It’s why the school district I 

lead located in the middle of nowhere outside of Fargo, North Dakota blew up our entire approach and started over.   

But it wasn’t because our learners weren’t consistently earning good, standardized test results. They were. It wasn’t 

because a majority of our kids are accepted into four-year colleges. They were, and still are. 

We at Northern Cass School District started from scratch five years ago because our communities recognized our 

approach was good, but not great. We realized our former approach—and that still of too many in education—tried to 

force-fit each of our unique learners along a typical track, and only rewarded those who somehow did. 

We instead committed to personalized, competency-based learning which eliminated percentage grades, honored 

learner interests, and put the focus of learning on what we call the Portrait of a Learner, which is to say we are 

uncompromisingly learner-centered. 

Our way forward in education sadly isn’t adopted more widely. Too many schools are tasked to prepare learners to be 

productive members of a “just” society. Too many focus on preparing learners only for traditional paths like college or 

for the military. Too many are preparing learners for jobs that don’t exist. Instead, learners need to develop academic, 

social, and emotional skills while developing long-lasting relationships in a safe environment. 

Great educators who adopt this approach in traditional public, private, religious, micro, or public charter schools are 

heroes who are inspiring their learners to change the world every day. If you don’t believe me, ask anyone about a 

favorite educator, and watch the response. First comes a warm smile, then a story which immediately demonstrates the 

real impact of a great educator. Perhaps no other occupation can make this claim.   

American education faces an epidemic of recruiting and retaining great educators. Legislators across the country have 

many different ideas on how to ‘fix’ the problem, but let this lifelong educator share what might just be a ‘silver bullet.’ 

Reach out and personally thank a great educator. Reach out and share the difference a great educator made in your life. 

A salary raise would probably be welcomed, but no great educator stays for the money. Great educators stay for your 

kids because they genuinely care about their future, and the future of our country.  

Our country might seem more divided than ever before, but if more showed their appreciation for great educators, 

more would choose to say so they can continue to inspire more learners to change the world every day. 

 

Dr. Cory J. Steiner 

Superintendent of the Northern Cass School District  



 

Seth Brandl graduated from Grand Forks Red River High School and then 
earned his Bachelor of Music in Vocal Music Education from NDSU. While 
at NDSU, Seth was heavily involved in the performing arts. He performed 
with the NDSU Concert Choir, Madrigal Singers, Bison Arts Singers, and 
multiple performances with NDSU Opera and Theatre NDSU. He was also 
fortunate enough to work on many campus-wide and community-wide 
volunteering and service projects with NDSU’s chapter of Blue Key Honor 
Society. He is eager and excited to be kicking off his choir teaching career as 
a Jaguar. In his free time, Seth loves to take road trips to the National Parks 
for hiking, spend time with family, friends, and his dogs, cook, and perform 
in local theater productions. 

 

 

Let me know if this works or if you need anything changed / want any additional 

info. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Seth Brandl 

 

 

 

 

 

---------- 

From: Alicia Burnside <alicia.burnside@northerncassschool.com> 

Date: Thu, Jan 26, 2023 at 10:13 AM 

To: Seth Brandl <seth.brandl@northerncassschool.com> 

 

 

Mary Howatt 

11:04 AM (1 minute ago) 

to me 

 

Thanks! 

-- 

Mason Rice as our new MS PE Educator! Mason graduated from Stanley 
High School in Stanley, ND. He signed to play baseball at Mayville State 
University where he graduated with a bachelor’s in physical education. 
His hobbies include multiple sports (Baseball, Football, Basketball, Golf). 



  

Halle signed her Women’s Basketball NLI with the 

University of Jamestown.
Noelle and Jocelyn signed their letters of intent to 

play volleyball with Mayville State University. 

Congratulations to Micayla, Sam, and 

Hannah.  These 3 are advancing to the 

Cass County Spelling Bee. 

The Northern Cass Rosettes had a 

2nd place finish at state dance! 



  



 Why is the Northern Cass Writing Center Beneficial? 

 

The Writing Center not only provides a way of improving a learner’s work, but it also helps a learner get advice 

from a peer in a more personalized environment than a typical classroom. 

 

The Ghost Writers, with its 9 tutors, are available to help fellow learners in improving their writing in whatever 

form it takes. In just one session, a learner that comes to the Writing Center can turn their initial work into something 

they can be proud of. 

 

One such way is by helping learners improve their introductions, which tend to be one of the more difficult 

aspects of writing, especially in an academic essay. 

 

Take this sample introduction for example: 

 

Have you ever wondered why there are myths about ancient 

mythical characters? What point does the story serve? There are many 

examples of myths and their characters. There are ones about Perseus, 

Prometheus, and Pandora. They are all examples of myths that have 

some sort of information that hints to what traits are desired in people. 

Odysseus serves as a great example in The Odyssey. Odysseus and his 

journey, recorded in the Odyssey, are very important because of 

Odysseus's tendency to be brave, quick-thinking, or smart, and curious. 

 

Though this is a valid introduction and may work 

depending on the project it is for, there is always something to 

be improved. Using the basic introduction structure (pictured on 

the right), the sample introduction can be divided into four parts: 

the hook, bridge, summary, and thesis. Though the hook and 

thesis are both present, the differentiation between the bridge 

and summary is a little blurred. With the help of a Writing Center 

tutor, a learner can turn the sample introduction into: 

 

Have you ever wondered why there are myths about ancient mythical characters? What purpose does the story serve? Why 

do such stories matter? Many common myths have an underlying meaning that people may have missed. One such myth is the story 

of Odysseus. Odysseus fights in the Trojan War and afterward, struggles against creatures and the Greek gods for ten years to return 

home to his throne and his wife. The story about Odysseus provides support for why bravery, curiosity, and quick thinking are 

important traits in an individual. 

 

In the post-writing center introduction, the individual pieces to the introduction are better defined and more 

specific. This gives the reader a higher confidence that the writer knew what they were writing about and hopefully 

builds a higher confidence in the learner. The form an introduction may take can vary but the structure is about the 

same. It doesn’t need to be a paragraph, but it can be, kind of like the first four sections of this article. Visit the Writing 

Center to learn more about writing at a higher level. 

 
 



"With my best friend": Northern Cass volleyball champion teammates 

Aasen, Erickson take next steps together. 

 

By Todd Rose 

January 30, 2023 

HUNTER — Since their first meeting in sixth grade, the Northern 

Cass duo of Jocelyn Aasen and Noelle Erickson have become best 

friends, state volleyball champions and, next year, volleyball 

teammates at Mayville State. 

And they wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“We’ve been friends for a long time but since our sophomore year 

we’ve gotten really close,” Aasen said. “I remember two summers ago I stayed at her house for a week straight. I was never home. I 

just lived at her house for a week.” 

In addition to summer weeks spent together, the pair’s friendship has grown through volleyball, and other sports,  at Northern Cass 

noted Erickson. 

“I would say as we got older and started playing sports together more (we became even closer),” Erickson said. “We played 

basketball, volleyball, and I managed track and she ran track. We were always together a lot and people said I was like her personal 

manager for track. It was pretty funny. But, in the past few years, we’ve definitely grown in our friendship.” 

Throughout the past several months, Aasen and Erickson conducted a joint search for the right college for them. Aside from both 

wishing to continue their athletic careers, they both hoped to follow the same academic path. 

“We kind of both wanted to go for the same thing,” Aasen said. “We are both going for elementary education. So, we had it 

narrowed down to Mayville and Valley City because they both have some of the best education programs in the state. We both 

looked at VCSU but Noelle checked out Mayville first and she was like, ‘you need to go check out Mayville.’” 

For Erickson, a tour of the Mayville campus was a turning point in the decision. 

“I talked to Mayville’s coach about playing during a tour and I really liked 

the vibe because some of the players gave me a tour and it was really 

good,” Erickson said. “I liked the small-town atmosphere and how it felt 

like home. I was like, “Jocelyn, you need to check this out. I think you’ll 

really like it.” 

In a more recent visit to Mayville, Aasen and Erickson were given the 

chance to work out with their future Comets teammates. The opportunity 

provided both a sense of security as well as the familiar tight knit feel the 

pair are used to at Northern Cass. 

“It was reassurance for us that we would fit in with the culture and that’s a 

big thing,” Aasen said. “Especially going from high school to college, 

you never know how intense it’s going to be or how the people are 

going to be. But they were all welcoming and it was just really fun. 

“Erickson agreed.  “They have a really good family-like culture, and 

everyone gets along and you don’t want to mess that up,” Erickson 

said. “You don’t want to be the odd man out. So, it’s nice to feel welcomed and know we do fit in.” In November, the Jaguars 

defeated Linton to earn their first state title in volleyball since 2013. The victory left Aasen and Erickson proud of their team's 

accomplishments but also wanting more. (continued) 

Northern Cass' Jocelyn Aasen leaps for a shot against Minot Our Reedemer's 

during the quarterfinals of the North Dakota Class B state volleyball 

tournament at the Bismarck Events Center on Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022. 

David Samson/The Forum 

 

Best friends Noelle Erickson and Jocelyn Aasen from Northern Cass 

recently signed together to remain teammates, study at Mayville State. 



“After volleyball season, it felt like I wasn’t done. It felt like there was unfinished business even though we won state,” Aasen said. 

“That’s how I knew I wanted to keep playing.” Erickson had similar thoughts. “It was really awesome (to win the state 

championship). A lot of our team was built off of our juniors and returning seniors, so to finish it off together was really cool. 

Leaving on that high note, “it was like it’s over.” Erickson said. “Then getting the chance to play and continue at college was surreal 

and made me realize I still wanted to play.” 

Northern Cass volleyball coach Angie Johnson said seeing the pair continue their academic and athletic careers together is 

“awesome.” “They’ve been so close forever,” Johnson said. “Ever since elementary school, they’ve played together. I think it’s super 

cool to not only have them play at college but also continue to build that relationship.” Aasen and Erickson, along with their fellow 

seniors, were Johnson’s first freshman group when she became the Jaguars coach. 

As they wind down their time at Northern Cass and with their future plans set, the best friends — who plan on becoming roommates 

in the fall — wouldn't want things to be any different. “It’s so awesome coach (Lindsey) Johnson offered us both the opportunity to 

continue our volleyball careers (at Mayville),” Erickson said. “It’s just really great that I have Jocelyn with me because I wouldn’t 

want to do it with anyone else. ” Aasen added, simply, “I am just so grateful for the opportunity to continue my athletic career with 

my best friend by my side.”  

Northern Cass' Noelle Erickson makes a reverse return against 

Kenmare during the semifinals of the North Dakota Class B state 

volleyball tournament at the Bismarck Events Center on Friday, Nov. 

18, 2022.David Samson/The Forum 

Northern Cass team members celebrate their win over Linton-

HMB in the North Dakota Class B state volleyball tournament 

championship game at the Bismarck Events Center on 

Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022.David Samson/The Forum 



 

Thanks to many area professionals, our sophomores have Breakfast Buddies to 

help them with career exploration. All level 10 learners have the opportunity to have 

breakfast with a professional to explore career paths of their interest. At each 

buddy breakfast, 5-7 learners are paired with a professional and have breakfast one 

morning at Kelly’s Cafe in Arthur. Interest areas include veterinary science, 

agriculture, education, entrepreneurship, medical, public safety, trades, counseling, 

architecture, and technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

Important 

If your child is going to be absent, please 

email:  

attendance@northerncassschool.com or 

call: (701) 874-2322.   

If your child rides the bus, please email 

ncbus@northerncassschool.com, inform 

your bus driver (at a decent time), or call: 

(701) 874-2322 

In order to be marked as ‘Medical’, a Dr. 

note needs to be submitted to the office. 

 

mailto:attendance@northerncassschool.com
mailto:ncbus@northerncassschool.com


 

 

  

1. Be a good role model - You do not have to be perfect all the time, but if kids see you trying to eat right and 

getting physically active, they will take notice of your efforts.  

2. Keep things positive - Kid’s do not like to hear what they cannot do, tell them what they can do instead. 

Celebrate successes and help children and teens develop a good self-image.  

3. Get the whole family moving - Take walks, ride bikes, go swimming, garden or just play hide-and-seek 

outside.   

4. Be realistic - Setting realistic goals and limits are key to adopting any new behavior.  

5. Limit TV, video game and computer time - These habits lead to a sedentary lifestyle and excessive snacking. 

Limit screen time to 2 hours per day.  

6. Encourage physical activities that they will really enjoy -Let your child experiment with different activities 

until they find something that they really love doing.  

7. Pick truly rewarding rewards – Do not reward children with TV, video games, candy or snacks for a job well 

done. Find other ways to celebrate good behavior.  

8. Make dinnertime a family time - When everyone sits down together to eat, there’s less chance of children 

eating the wrong foods or snacking too much.   

9. Make a game of reading food labels - The whole family will learn what is good for their health and be more 

conscious of what they eat. 

10. Stay involved - Be an advocate for healthier children. Insist on good food choices at school. Contact public 

officials on matters of the heart. Make your voice heard. 

 



  

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



  

 



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 



 

  

 

 



 

 


