
Families,

Please read for updates related to Northern Cass:

1. Speaker at Northern Cass for Levels 6-12: Damon West
2. Homecoming T-Shirt Orders due 9/7: Order Form
3. Elementary and JH Transportation for Activities: Due to lack of drivers, we will need parents

of all elementary and junior high athletes to find alternative transportation to and from games.
Please plan on this for the 2022-23 school year unless we are able to hire additional drivers.  We
will provide transportation if you can not make it work to transport your learner.  We want every
learner to participate in activities and hope this problem is not long-term.  However, we must also
be realistic in the fact bus drivers are nearly impossible to find right now.  Please let Mr.. Laxdal
or your coaches know if your child will be needing a ride. If we are able to transport, we will
communicate at least one week in advance. If you are willing to carpool and take additional
learners with you to events, Northern Cass can pay mileage to assist.

4. Positions Open (email Cory.Steiner@northerncassschool.com):
Paraprofessional      and       Bus Drivers

5. Board of Education: What is the role of a school board member?
a. The school board is created by law to maintain public schools within a given school

district.  Individual board members exercise their authority only when the board is
actually in session and not individually outside of the board meeting. Decisions and
policies of the board are agreed on only in official board meetings, and individual
members should not commit the board to any action except as authorized by the board at
a legal board meeting (NDSBA Handbook for New Board Members).

6. Free/Reduced Applications: If you filled out an application last year, it is good until Sept. 30. If
you do not fill out another one (and get approval), your status will go back to PAID on October 1.
You may fill one out at any time. Any questions contact: carrie.petersen@northerncassschool.com

7. Monitoring Your Bus from Your Mobile Device: Directors for iPhone and Adroid Devices
8. After School Program: Please click on the link to learn more about our After School Program.
9. Procedures for Excusing Absences--IMPORTANT

○ Any day that a learner is absent, the parent/guardian must call the school to report the
learner’s absence, giving the name of the learner and the reason for the absence.  Calls
can be made between 7:00-9:00 a.m. at 874-2322.  If the parent does not call the school, a
representative of the school may call home to verify the absence. Parents/guardians
e-mail attendance@northerncassschool.com prior to 9:00 a.m.

○ A note from the provider who is seeing your learner must be provided to the office
upon the learner’s return for it to be a medically excused absence. This will not count
towards a learner’s overall attendance.

https://5il.co/1h9ql
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mailto:Cory.Steiner@northerncassschool.com
https://5il.co/1h04n
https://5il.co/1gu73


○ If the school office does not receive either a phone call or email from the parent within 48
hours of the absence, the absence will be considered unexcused, unless deemed otherwise
by administration.

10. Football and Volleyball Ticket Takers: Must be 18 or older. Earn $20 per event. Sign Up Here.
11. Free Parent Coaching and Mental Health Resources: This is a free service (coaching for

parenting) offered through a partnership with Northern Cass. The Kick Off will be on September
12 at 6:00pm via Zoom. See the link for more information.

○ Coaching Kick Off Event - SEPT 12
12. PAW Shop Online: The PAW Shop has moved to online only.  You can purchase Jaguar gear at

the Online School Store.
13. September is Suicide Awareness Month: We want to share with you the September Mental

Health Newsletter that highlights the importance of everyone working together to help prevent
suicide. As your child experiences life’s challenges, it is essential parents stay connected to their
child, have real conversations, and be aware of the stresses in your child's life that may be
affecting their mental health. This newsletter gives tips to parents on what they can do to help
their child or a friend who is struggling, talks about some of the warning signs of suicide and
gives more information on the resources available to those who are seeking emotional support.
Together, WE can make a difference in the lives of those we love and care for.

14. ESPB Announces an Additional Way to Become a Substitute Teacher: Beginning October 1,
2022, interim substitute licenses may be granted for substitute teachers with a high school
diploma or its recognized equivalent (GED). The applicant must submit evidence of completion
of the state-approved substitute training program, Frontline. The training is 12 modules and
approximately 20 hours of work. The course covers professionalism, classroom management,
student engagement, instructional strategies and working with at-risk students. The cost of the
training is $180.00. Applicants must also complete a BCI/FBI background check and pay an
application fee. We look forward to this program increasing the pool of substitute teachers. Please
watch the ESPB website for information in the next few weeks or call (701) 328-9641.

15. The Jaguar Wellness Pantry is Open! Times are tough, but we’ve got you.  Your in-school
pantry has breakfast items, snacks, shelf-stable meals for the weekend, school supplies, personal
care items and winter gear at no cost.  The kitchen also provides Lunch Repack meals that are
frozen and can be taken home to reheat.  If your child or family is in need - contact us at
pantry@northerncassschool.com or Amber Lockhart amber.lockhart@northerncassschool.com.

16. Registration for the Backpack Program is now open: The Backpack Program offers families
free groceries for weekends and school breaks. Food backpacks include healthy, easy-to-prepare
food for kid-friendly meals.  You can sign up online or contact Maureen Bjerke for a paper form.
maureen.bjerke@northerncassschool.com.

17. Level 6 Podcasts: Last spring, Mrs. McPherson’s Level 6 learners researched the history of their
local communities and then presented their research through podcasts. We would like to feature
these podcasts. This week’s focus is on Harwood.

Hope is a more robust predictor of future success than the AuCT, SAT, and a student’s GPA.  Let
that sink in--Hope is a better predictor of future success than today’s gold standard measurements
of knowledge or academic performance in the collegiate environment (Matthew Montgomery).

Dr. Cory J. Steiner
Superintendent for Northern Cass School District
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