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Principal’s Pen—Mrs. Redmann 

Upcoming Dates 

Remote Learning 
Begins 

10/8 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 
4 pm—8 pm 
Virtual or Phone 

10/8 

No School 10/9 

Parent Teacher 
Conferences 
4 pm—8 pm 
Virtual or Phone 

10/13 

Building reopens 
for in-person 
learning 

10/19 

End of Quarter 1 10/29 

No School 10/30 

Family Fall Activity 
Ideas: 

• Make apple cider 

• Roast pumpkin seeds 

• Make art with leaves 

• Take a nature walk 

• Watch the sunset 

• Play backyard football 

• Host a virtual game 
night 

• Make pumpkin shaped 
Rice Krispy treats 

• Create your own family 
fall bucket list 

• Read a stories in a 
blanket fort 

Changes 
 

During this time of the school year, I have generally written about 
change.  My sentiments have included changes in our students over the 
summer, changes in the fall colors, and changes in the weather.  This year 
however, I’m cautious using the word ‘change’ as it has become an uncom-
fortable and frustrating word to many.  We’ve felt the changes in society, 
education, employment, entertainment, daily living, and special events.  I’d 
like to report that we are done with changes for the year, but I can’t.  
Each day seems to continue to bring about new challenges and changes.   

 
Yet through the discomfort, frustration, irritation, and insecurity 

of change, there is much that has remained unchanged.  The spirit of our 
students and staff continues to be one of pride, excitement, wonder, 
gratitude, and compassion.  Students and staff continue to greet each 
other in hallways, but they have changed their greetings to air high-fives, 
dance moves, and air hugs.  Grandparents Day was changed to an outdoor 
drive-by parade and it was phenomenal!  Monthly student birthday lunch 
with the principal was changed to two long tables with birthday kids dis-
tanced, but music was added for an even more fun atmosphere for all.   

 
As we continue to shift through the daily challenges, we must keep 

in mind that while we modify, alter, adjust, and revamp, we are evolving 
and transforming.  As individuals and as a whole, we are works in progress 
and I will continue to believe that we are all doing the best we can with 
what we know now. When we know different, we will use that knowledge to 
do even better. Thank you for continuing to be a positive influence, espe-
cially during these times of ‘change’. 

 
~Mrs. Redmann 

Sept.-Oct. 
2020 

Learn more about the School District of Athens by visiting the website: athens1.org 

Stay Connected 

Download the Campus Parent Portal 
app to check your child’s grades, 
behavior records, attendance records, 
pay your lunch account balance, and 
update contact information. 

Follow us on Facebook  
And Twitter 

 

“School District of Athens” 

Stay informed of events, newslet-
ters, lunch menus, staff contact 
information and other news by 
visiting the website at athens1.org 
or download the mobile app. 



“Share the Wealth,” It Makes Us All Better  
 

Wow! It is crazy to think that we are into October! Throughout the last few weeks, we have been 
learning and practicing our classroom expectations that the students helped me create the first 
day: Be Kind, Be Respectful, Be Safe, and Work Hard. Together, as a community, we have been fo-
cusing our energy on these expectations, in addition to re-acquainting ourselves with our friends 
and building positive relationships with one another by continually “Sharing the Wealth.” This has 
been a big message we have been coming back to because when we “Share the Wealth,” we share 
what we know, what we are learning, and the skills we have by teaching others, which makes all of 
us better. My students have been excellent examples of this motto and they all show they are good 
friends, positive leaders, and continuous learners. They have voluntarily offered to help one anoth-
er during math lessons by applying their place value knowledge when rounding numbers. At the same 
time, other students have helped one another navigate Schoology. They also worked extremely 
hard on their Grandparents Day posters to show their love and support for their awesome grand-
parents. Whatever activity they are doing, they continue to challenge themselves to “Share the 
Wealth” to make others more successful. We have built a positive classroom community where we 
learn from our mistakes, help one another, spread kindness, and most of all, “Share the Wealth” 
with others because it makes us all better.  
 
I am so proud of my 3rd graders and I cannot wait to continue learning and 
growing throughout the school year. They are all amazing and are making 
such a difference! 
 
Ms. Borchardt 

Mrs. Borchardt’s Third Grade 

Please remember that Athens Elementary is a nut-free school. 
 
From the AES Student Handbook: 

For the health and safety of students with life-threatening, severe nut allergies, no nuts of 
any kind are allowed into school for any reason.  Food sent in for snacks, lunch, class, or af-
ter school events, need to be carefully checked to ensure they are nut-free. While AES 
cannot guarantee that a student will never experience an allergy-related event while at 
school, AES is committed to student safety and has implemented these actions to reduce 
the risk that children with allergies will have an allergy-related event.  

Nut Free School Zone 

Third graders get creative with their Grandparents Day posters. Emily Gallagher 



Mrs. Hartwig’s Pre-K 

Apples, apples, red, yellow and green! 

 

Mrs. Hartwig’s Pre-K students have been learn-
ing about apples. During story time, students 
learned that apples come in all different colors 
such as red, yellow, and green. They used their 
sense of taste to see which kind of apple was 
their favorite (red delicious, golden delicious, or 
granny smith apples). The students described 
the apples as sweet, sour, juicy, and crunchy. To 
work on counting skills, the students helped 
graph the apple that tasted the best to them to 
end the apple unit. 

-Mrs. Hartwig 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Check out the website below to schedule your fall  

Parent/Teacher Conferences, Oct. 8 & 13 
https://ptcfast.com/schools/School_District_of_Athens 

 

UPDATE: CONFERENCES WILL BE VIRTUAL OF PHONE ONLY 

 

The PTCFast.com scheduling system will allow you to choose your child’s/children’s teachers as well 
as a time slot in REAL TIME, no more waiting for the papers to come back from school. 

 

Athens Elementary School - conferences will be offered virtual or by phone.  If you prefer to 
meet virtually or by phone, please indicate that in the “special request” section when scheduling a 
conference.  The teacher will contact you at that time via the method requested. 

 

Athens Middle/High School - conferences will be offered virtual or by phone.  Please indicate 
your preference in the “special request” section when scheduling a conference.  The teacher will 
contact you at that time via the method requested. 

 

IF technology is not your thing- GREAT NEWS - you can still contact the front office (ext. 100- 
Miss Heier at the MS/HS or ext. 200- Mrs. Steinke at AES) to schedule your conference. 

Brace Payton 



Second Grade Rock Stars! - Mrs. Henrichs 

Second graders have been busy rocking the rules and getting back into school routines!  We began 
our school year focusing on how it looks and sounds to be safe, respectful, and responsible in all 
areas of the school.  We had fun getting to know each other through many games and activities.  
We also learned about the power of the word “yet” and what it means to have a growth mindset.  
Recently, we had a great time cheering for our wonderful grandparents during the AES Grand-
parent/Special Guest Parade.  We are excited to learn many new things and can’t wait to see how 
our Superkids friends have grown and changed since first grade! - Mrs. Henrichs 

Jostens Photo Information 

Athens Elementary School 

Event Code: FE34520 

 

YOUR PHOTOS ARE READY 

Good news! JostensPIX was recently at your school to photograph picture day, 
and your student's photos are now available for viewing and ordering! 

 

VIEW AND ORDER PHOTOS GO TO 
https://shop.jostenspix.com 

PHOTOS NOT APPEARING IN YOUR GALLERY? 
FIND YOUR STUDENT USING EVENT CODE: FE34520  

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

• You can personalize your photos with a variety of backgrounds and text 

• Photos are shipped directly to your home 

• High-res digital downloads are available 

Leila Winter Noah Hobl Madalin Switlick 

http://click.e.jostens.com/?qs=bd268d762384b7d89cf9eb4ae1bfe99a86ec0255b93005a920a29b4c23d75660de8a2122ce6dd99e6bf456a9b959592d0a469d7ca3894f5469b402e6f7ad3b5b


Fifth Grade—Ms. Schelling 

I am excited to welcome the fifth graders back to school, in class and blended! They’re awesome 
kids! They are happy to become Bluejay Buddies and share their responsible and helpful selves with 
the younger AES students. The fifth grade enjoyed being outside watching the Grandparents Day 
Parade and they’re adjusting well to our ‘new normal’! 
 
-Ms. Schelling 

Fourth Grade—Ms. Kalepp 

Like everyone this year, getting back into the routine of school was something EVERYONE was look-
ing forward to! During the month of September, we refreshed ourselves with school expectations 
and rules, learned our classroom rules and expectations and did an AMAZING job of helping keep 
ourselves and others safe with our new practices in place! We started the year with beginning of the 
year assessments and reviewed learning from last 
year, like practicing our multiplication facts. Our class 
is now in a great routine. We are learning in a variety 
of ways and we cannot wait to see what other great 
things will come from fourth grade! 
 
-Ms. Kalepp 

Trisha Giese and  
Ted Schultz-Becker 

Jaelin Switlick Itzel Espinoza and  
Ayva Haehlke 

Eliana Ford 

Connor Ebben Karli Krause and AJ Zastrow 



Mrs. Lang’s Room 

Third Grade—Mrs. Haines 

Title One Reading—Mrs. Hessefort 

Yippy, skippy - school is back in face to face ses-
sion!  I hope your family is adjusting well to school 
routines again.  One of those routines is estab-
lishing homework and nightly reading time. Might 
I suggest creating a special space in your home to 
accomplish brain work?  To encourage social dis-
tancing and a creative place for the students in 
my room, folding tables were purchased.  They 
make for personalized, dedicated areas for stu-
dents to complete work.  The tables fold up and 
can be stored out of the way when not in use.  You 
might consider letting your child decorate their 
own homework table with markers or stickers - 
anything to make homework time more desirable 
is the goal!  Until the next newsletter...I wish you 
many happy days! 
 
Mrs. Hessefort 

Mrs. Haines’ third graders have started this school year strong. 
Students enjoyed creating pirates the first week of school. They 
have a couple of weeks of reading in and just took their first 
math test. Students are still getting used to the schedule as 
they adjust to so many precautions to keep us safe, learn School-
ogy, where they can find work, and practice new ways of spending 
time with friends. Thanks to both students and parents for being 
patient as I’m learning new things right along with you. I look for-
ward to a great year!  

Mrs. Haines 

In our classroom we are learning the Bluejay Way! 

We are working at learning new things together and are be-
coming great friends. 

We are also learning our letter sounds and enjoy singing 
them as well. 

We are discovering what grabs our attention. 

Whoo-hoo! 

Caleb Steinke, Armoni Aguilar-Hernandez,  
and Brody Tiffany 

Genesis Velazquez 


