
ON SOCIAL AND CULTURAL IMPACTS OF 
ILLITERACY 

1. Nationally, only 35% of public school students were at or above Proficient in grade 4 

reading. 

2. In middle-income neighborhoods the ratio of books per child is 13 to 1, in low-income 

neighborhoods, the ratio is 1 age-appropriate book for every 300 children.   

3. 61% of low-income families have no books at all in their homes for their children. 

4. 37% of children arrive at kindergarten without the skills necessary for lifetime learning. 

5. 50% of children from low-income communities start first grade up to two years behind 

their peers. 

6. Researchers estimate that before ever entering kindergarten, cognitive scores for 

children of low-income families are likely to average 60 percent lower than those in the 

highest socioeconomic groups (a pattern that remains true throughout high school). 

7. 1 in 4 children in America grow up without learning how to read. 

8. 80% of preschool and after-school programs serving low-income populations have no 

age-appropriate books for their children. 

9. Children from lower-income homes have limited access to books. Because of this, there 

are fewer home and preschool language and literacy opportunities for preschoolers from 

low-income families than children from economically advantaged backgrounds. 

10. Nationally, about half of children between birth and five years (47.8%) are read to every 

day by their parents or other family members. 

11. On average, children in economically depressed communities have 0-2 age-appropriate 

books in their homes. 

12. A child is 90% likely to remain a poor reader at the end of the fourth grade if the child is 

a poor reader at the end of first grade. 

13. Children in low-income families lack essential one-on-one reading time, whereas on 

average, children who grow up middle-class families have been exposed to 1,000 to 

1,700 hours of one-on-one picture book reading. The average child growing up in a low-

income family, in contrast, has only been exposed to 25 hours of one-on-one reading. 

14. One in six children who are not reading proficiently in the third grade does not graduate 

from high school on time, a rate four times greater than that for proficient readers. (rate 

is higher in children from low-income families and rural areas) 

15. 68% of America’s fourth graders read at a below proficient level, and 82% of those 

children are from low-income families. 

Considering statistics of higher rates of school dropout, unemployment, and poverty, as well as 

the long-term implications of the third-grade reading achievement gap, The Literacy Project was 

established to make a significant and lasting impact to children through the power of reading. 

With a comprehensive literacy intervention program, The Literacy Project strives to improve 

reading skill levels among struggling readers at Title 1 schools throughout Southern California. 
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