
Bulldog Spirit 

   nd what causes them to change. To demonstrate how they wor1 teacher Nicole 

Vol. XVIII Issue I      September 2017        St. Joseph PreK-Grade 6  

 

Bulldog Spirit: How are you liking the 

change in schools?  

Mr. Tucker: It’s been what I’ve  

expected, but it has also been a little  

different. I taught 5th grade in public school 

for eight years. Being around 5th graders in a 

Catholic school is vastly different. I always 

hope that people would see that not much has 

changed with the Middle School, just the  

administrators. It’s the teachers that  

really run this place. Mrs. Amy Heathscott 

and the others know the ins and outs of every-

thing. They helped the year get off to a great 

start.  

Bulldog Spirit: What’s the difference be-

tween what you did at the Elementary School 

and what you’re doing now?  

Mr. Tucker: The most noticeable change is 

that I’m in charge of the technology aspects of 

the school, including purchasing equipment 

for the school and working on the school web-

site. There is a difference in the interaction of 

students, we do much more mature things. I 

don’t have morning duty as much, which I 

miss. I miss the younger children but it’s fun 

to have an older group around you.      

Bulldog Spirit: How have you changed 

in the way you discipline the kids and 

your expectations for them? 

(continued on page 2)  

 

Principal Makes Smooth Transition  
                by Chloe Kordsmeier  

 

Bulldog Spirit: How are you liking 

the change?  

Ms. Pope: I love it! It’s super  busy 

and super demanding, but I knew it 

would be. It’s stressful—just a different 

kind of stress, but I love it! 

Bulldog Spirit: What is the differ -

ence in being a teacher vs being a prin-

cipal?  

Ms. Pope: Well, in the classroom, I 

was responsible for just my group of 

kids and teaching was my primary 

goal. My job now is that I’m a manager 

of people, staff, and children. I also 

have to make sure my teachers are do-

ing what they are needing to do. It’s a 

lot more management and a lot more 

scheduling. 

Bulldog Spirit: What is the differ -

ence in how you disciplined the chil-

dren in your classroom versus the en-

tire campus?  

Ms. Pope: Usually, in my class, I 

would know each child a little better 

and kind of knew the best strategy for 

the situation and that specific child.  

           (continued on page 3)  

    New Elementary Principal  

Accepts Challenge 
by Gretchen Carden  

Principal Matt Tucker and Admin. 

Assistant Amy Heathscott 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Pope  

on   

Women’s  

Inc.  

Magazine 

cover.  

Book Fair Promotes Literacy  
               by Austin Parker  

   The Elementary Book Fair took 

place September 21-28. It was held in 

the Elementary Library Media Center. 

A Family Night was held September 

26 followed by a Grandparents’ Lunch 

on September 28. 

  The Book Fair’s purpose was to  

promote literacy and to motivate chil-

dren to read books of their interest and 

to instill a love of reading in them.  

The Book Fair also raised money for 

the School Library Media Center. 

Kindergartners Jack Piraino and 

Reagan Cooper found books to their 

liking at the Elementary Book Fair on 

September 25. (More photos on pg 4) 
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  The Bulldog Spirit is wr itten and  

produced by St. Joseph’s journalism 

classes. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reporters/Photographers:  Gretchen 

Carden, Tim Coney, Wyatt Davis, Alli Felts, 

Audrey Ferrari, Michael Frost, Katie Grigg, 

Erika Gonzalez, Caroline Hambuchen, Emily 

Hambuchen, Lauren Holbrook, Staton 

Holbrook, Olivia Huett, Gracie Keathley, 

Logan Kennedy, Chloe Kordsmeier, Jensen 

Kordsmeier, Abby McKenna, Carsten  

O’Dwyer,  Austin Parker, Bridget Porcaro, 

Caleb Schaefers, Shelby Shearer, Kaitlyn 

Shockley, Marley Spradlin, Riley Tucker,  

Lizzie Whitley, Triple Williams, and Brent  

Yrle 

New Arrivals Are Excited by Lauren Holbrook & Abby McKenna 

 I am from  Conway, Arkansas, and 

I graduated from the University of 

Central Arkansas. I love teaching 

1st grade here so far. The fact that 

we can pray and incorporate Jesus 

throughout the day is so important 

to me. I have praise and worship 

music playing during class, and it is 

really a fun time for the students and 

for me.  

I am from Arkansas, and I graduated 

from the University of Central  

Arkansas. I absolutely love teaching 

3rd grade for St. Joseph, and my 

students and the staff have been so 

helpful. I am excited to learn the new 

curriculum and experience the 3rd 

grade atmosphere.  

  I am originally from Little Rock, but 

moved here from St. Louis. I graduat-

ed from UALR and UCA and am 

now working as the Reading Inter-

ventionist at the Elementary. I am so 

excited to get to know the students. 

St. Joseph has given me a warm wel-

come, and I am very thankful for that. 

The commitment from the staff and 

families to teach their students to be 

the best and the feeling that family is 

all around is definitely my favorite 

part. It’s so exciting to be a part of it.  

My old position here at St. Joseph was 

as the third grade teacher, however, I 

recently changed positions and am now 

an office helper for the St. Joseph  

Preschool. I am really looking forward 

to learning the different three and four 

age groups this year and the challenges 

that they have. I love my new position; 

it’s very different and challenging but 

awesome at the same time.  

Kim Gullic 
Amy Evans  

Hannah Chamoun  Lily Strack  

Mr. Tucker (from page 1)  

 

Mr. Tucker: The 4th, 5th, and 6th 

graders have been in school for a while, 

so this isn't their first rodeo, and they 

know what is expected of them. Kinder-

garten through high school have to 

show some common sense. I do expect 

these children to take more responsibil-

ity because they are older.  

Bulldog Spirit: Do you prefer  to 

work with older children or younger 

children?  

Mr. Tucker: It’s so nice being with 

the younger kids; they kind of think 

you're the coolest thing. The things they 

do and say just cracks you up. Obvious-

ly, the older kids are better at figuring 

things out, but its fun for me to see the 

kids come in after being dropped off. 

You get to have more grown up conver-

sations and more broad conversations. 

Each campus has its pros and cons, and  

I can’t say which campus is better. 

Tickling the Ivories 

Mr. 

Tucker 

tries 

out the 

music 

room’s 

new 

piano. 

 
Hooray For Fall! 
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Maggie Allison 

 1st Grade 

Luke Loynachan 

2nd Grade 

Hana Tran 

2nd Grade 

Lily Allison 

 2nd Grade 
Keaton Perry 

3rd Grade 

I went to St. Joe in Preschool, 

but in kindergarten I went to 

Woodrow Cummins. I love the 

playground here at St. Joe and I 

have a lot of friends here. I like 

the teachers here. 

I was home schooled before I 

came to St. Joe. My favorite thing 

about school is my new friends. 

The difference between here and 

homeschool is all the people.  

I used to go to Christ the King. The 

teachers here are very nice, and I have 

a lot of new friends. St. Joe has two 

playgrounds that I really like.  

I went to Woodrow Cummins. I 

have made a lot of new friends 

here, and almost everything is 

different at St. Joe than it was at 

my old school.  

I went to St. Joe for preschool 

through first grade, and now I am 

back. I like that I have all my 

friends here. Not that much is dif-

ferent from where I used to go.  

Ms. Pope (from page 1)  

 

In this role, it has taken me a little longer 

to get to know each child, especially the 

younger students that I haven't had in my 

class. As the year goes by, I will be able 

to get to know each child better and know 

how to handle different situations  

accordingly.  

Bulldog Spirit: Did you see yourself 

moving up to the position?  

Ms. Pope: I always did, but when my 

children were younger it was too  

demanding to try and go back to school. I 

did always see myself in this position, but 

I knew it would be when my children 

were older because it does take so much 

of my time before school, after school, 

and the things I bring home.  

New Kids On The Block  

  St. Joseph Preschool recently showed 

their three and four year-olds the  

importance of community helpers by 

inviting two service-oriented employees 

to explain their work. EMT Trish  

Cullum and Postal Carrier Katie  

Peacock each brought their vehicles for 

the children to explore." Continued on 

page 5 

Preschool Students Meet Community Helpers 

 

 

Kids pile 

into Ms. 

Peacock’s 

mail truck. 

 

 

Children see 

what ambu-

lances are 

really like. 
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Ethan Loynachan 

4th grade 

Isaiah Stack 

5th grade 

Madeline Fithen 

6th 

I was homeschooled. I like be-

ing at St. Joe because I get to 

be around a lot more kids.  

I went to Jim Stone Elementary. I 

like that I get to have recess and I 

have a lot of friends. 

I went to St. John’s in  

Russellville. I like St. Joe because 

there's a lot more kids here. 

Libby Loynachan 

5th grade 

I used to be homeschooled. I like St. 

Joe because there's a lot of kids and I 

have a lot of friends. 

Andrew Tran 

4th grade 

I was homeschooled before I came to 

St. Joe. I like being here because of 

the science lab and the experiments 

we get to do. 

Laiken Keathley 

5th Grade 

I came here from Ellen Smith Ele-

mentary. The move was a little scary 

but fun. St. Joseph is way more fun, 

and I have a lot more friends. I like 

the food and making new friends and 

I plan to play basketball. 

Middle School Has New Faces by Timmy Coney, Austin Parker, and Logan Kennedy  
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Cub Scouts Induct New Members  
by Katie Grigg  

These St. Joseph  students  were inducted into Cub Scouts Pack 78 on August 29. 

(Front Row, Left to right)  Vincent Pham, Seth Mathis, Giovanni Castro, and  

Andrew Tran. (Back Row) Vianney Pham, Adrian Kaufman, Eli Strack, Sawyer 

 Williams, Josh Massa, Samuel Rawls, Parker Lachowsky, and Dylan Strack. 

   Twelve boys from St. Joseph  

Elementary and Middle Schools recent-

ly joined Cub Scout Pack 78 during 

ceremonies held on August 29. The 

boys will become members of different 

Dens depending on which grade they’re 

in.  

   Cub Master Rusty Mooney is  

currently on military duty in  

Afghanistan. Mr. Gary Lehmkuhl is 

serving in his place. There are five Dens 

within the Pack. They meet weekly at 

the Elementary Cafeteria and the Boy 

Scout Hut near the Knights of  

Columbus Hall. 

   The Cub Scouts have required  

adventures to learn about along with 

elective ones. The former include cabin 

safety, outdoor cooking, knot tying, 

knife safety, athletics, woodworking, 

and their duty to God. The elective ad-

ventures are learning about airplanes, 

swimming, physical fitness, magic, 

coins, and food around the world. The 

elective adventures are  

visiting the pumpkin patch in October, 

turkey bowling with the Boy Scouts in 

November, and doing a community ser-

vice project in December. In January, 

they create model cars and race them in 

the Pinewood Derby.  

   Boys can join Cub Scouts when they 

enter 1st grade and are known as Tiger 

Cubs. They become Wolf Cubs in 2nd 

grade. Bear Cubs are in the 3rd grade, 

and they’re Webelos when they reach 

the 4th and 5th grades. When the boys 

have fulfilled every requirement, Cubs 

then bridge over to Boy Scouts.  

 

 Drama Club Director Rosalyn  

Williams recently spoke about its  

upcoming Fall production with  

journalist Riley Tucker.  

 

Bulldogs Spirit: What can you tell us 

about the Drama Club? 

Ms. Williams: The play we’re work-

ing on is called “Tales of a Fourth 

Grade Nothing” which is adapted from 

the popular children's book by Judy 

Blume of the same name.  

Bulldog Spirit: When will the  

Drama Club play be presented?  

Ms. Williams: The play will be per -

formed twice on October 20th in the St. 

Joseph Elementary School Cafeteria. 

The morning  performance will be for 

the Elementary and Middle School 

campuses. There will also be an even-

ing presentation for the public at 7:00 

p.m. 

Bulldog Spirit:  Who has been cast in 

the play?  

Ms. Williams:  The cast includes  

Harley Campbell, Addison Choate, Ella  

Crowder, Amelia Erstine, Allie Evans, 

Madeline Fithen, Ann Harvey, Ceci 

Hiegel, Josie Jackson, Cherokee Jones, 

Laiken Keathley, Olivia  

Keisling, Kayden Korsdsmeier, Ethan 

Loynachan, Brody Mallett,  

Bryce Mallett, Lindsey Morrison,  

Jillian O’Dwyer, Lauren O’Dwyer, Bai-

ley Pope, Vince Porcaro, Jadyn Travis, 

Anne Marie Welter, and Leif West-

moreland. 

Bulldog Spirit: What can you tell us 

about the progress of play?  

          (continued on page 8)  

Drama Club Rehearsing 
By Riley Tucker 

Preschool (from page 3) 

These women shared the importance of 

their jobs and what's important for the 

children to know," Teaching Assistant 

Amy Evans said." They also supplied 

coloring books for them."   

40 School Days Left 

‘Till Thanksgiving 

Break! 
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Middle School Profiles 

by Emily Hambuchen & Jensen Kordsmeier 

Braxton Thessing Thomas Ferrer 

~Zach 

 

 

1. Orange Beach, Alabama 

2. Social Studies 

3. “Kid Owner” 

4. Football, basketball, and 

baseball 

Isabella Garrett 

~Izzy 

 

 

 

1. St. Lucia, Virgin 

     Islands  

1. Math 

2. “Under Their Skin”  

3. Basketball 

~Thomas Ferrer 

 

1. I went to Orlando,  

    Miami, the Florida Keys,   

    and North Carolina. 

2. Science labs 

3. “Last Kids on Earth: The 

Zombie Parade”  

4.  No 

Zach Simon 

1. Where did you go on a 

vacation this summer? 

2. What are you most ex-

cited about this year? 

3. What was your favorite 

book you read over the 

summer? 

4. Are you playing any 

sports this year? 

~Braxton 

 

1. Indiana 

2. That we are on a new  

      campus. 

3 “Last Kids on Earth: The    

     Zombie Parade”  

4.  Baseball  
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 Elementary School Profiles  

   by Emily Hambuchen and Jensen Kordsmeier 
 

Ben Decker 

~Aidan 

1. Great Wolf Lodge 

and a nearby water 

park.  

2. School 

3. “Diary of a Minecraft 

Zombie”  

4. Nope 

Adeline Bailey Elli Hiegel 

1. Did you go on a vacation 

this summer? 

2. What are you most excit-

ed about this year? 

3. What was your favorite 

book you read over sum-

mer? 

4. Are you doing any sports 

this year? 

Aidan Fornash 

~Elli 

 

1. No 

2. I’m excited about  

    going to Mrs. Hill’s    

    class! 

3. I didn’t read any 

4. Dance 

~Adeline 

 

 

1. No 

2. Homework! 

3. “Deer” 

4. Dance 

~Ben 

 

1. No 

2. Ms. Chamoun being 

my teacher 

3. “Lego Star Wars”  

4. Nope 
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 The fidget spinner craze has some teachers thinking they're a distraction 

in the classroom. They can be, but 4th grade teacher Nicole Gooch at St. Joseph 

Middle School has found a way to use them in her students' math lessons.  

 "My students take multiplication quizzes on their facts about every three 

weeks, and only have a few minutes to answer 40 facts," she said. "I'm using the 

fidget spinners to help students pace themselves in their fact fluency." The  

spinners rotate about 1 1/2 minutes depending on how fast a student spins it. 

They're given a sheet that says "How fast can you go?" and then they spin to see 

how many facts they can answer before the spinner stops. "It's a fun way for  

students to get involved in learning their facts," Ms. Gooch adds.  

Toy Aids Test Taking by Katherine Grigg 

Abigail Simon times herself. Ms. Gooch oversees the quiz. 

Caleb Grigg, Trevor Jackson, Sarai 

Flanagin, and Aniston Potts 

Angel Tran, Ms. Gooch, Lauren 

Catherine O’Dwyer, and Ava Martin  

   Ms. Gooch’s 4th graders have also been involved in an interesting science project. “We're learning about the process of 

plants and what they have inside of them,” Trevor Jackson said. “We’re also finding out how they get their food.”  

   The students worked in groups and placed seeds in clumps of soil inside shoe boxes. The boxes sat in windowsills where 

they were exposed to sunlight. The plants were then monitored for growth and students made notes about the plants’ pro-

gress. “We learned that some plants took longer to grow,” Aniston Potts said. “ They might not have been getting enough 

sunlight.” Trevor said his group’s plant germinated pretty quickly.  

Plant Growth Spurts Interest by Austin Parker, Bridget Porcaro, and Kaitlyn Shockley 

An example of notes taken tracking a 

plant’s progress.  

Drama Club (from page 5)  

 

Ms. Williams:  Although we haven’t 

rehearsed a lot, I can tell the kids are 

willing to work hard for the play. They 

want to put on a great show for their  

fellow classmates and the community. 

The club members come and work with 

enthusiasm and excitement, which 

makes it more fun as a director! 

Movie Night Draws Crowd 

More than 50 Elementary students, their  
siblings, and families came out to watch “Moana” 

at Movie Night on Sept. 22. The O’Dwyer family 

was among them. 
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If sticker is present in circle go to your school office  to  
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 Dear St. Joseph students, 

 

   This past August I had the great blessing to make a pilgrimage to Cologne, Germany for the XX World 

12 


