
 
 

GD – BLEACHER OPERATION POLICY 

RECOMMENDED 

The School Board recognizes that student participation in a variety of after school activities is integral to 

promoting the development of the whole child. The school gymnasium is one of the locations that lends 

itself well to athletic games, meetings that accommodate large groups of people, and educational and 

recreational events. The Board encourages parent and community participation at various events, 

including those held in the gymnasium.  

To accommodate the capacity and comfort of spectators, the School Board has invested significant 

dollars to repairing and motorizing both sets of bleachers in the gymnasium. The School Board 

recognizes that whenever equipment requires mechanical operations, it is important to establish 

protocols to ensure the safety of children, staff and the general public.  

Therefore, the School Board, as a matter of policy, directs the superintendent to establish safety 

protocols in the operation of the gymnasium bleachers, to share these protocols at a Board meeting, 

and then post the protocols on the wall next to each set of bleachers. 

The following protocols have been established – No Exceptions 

Opening Bleachers: 

1. Check both sides and the front of the bleachers and remove any objects that are near or leaning 

against them. 

2. Instruct all individuals to be away from this area while opening. 

3. Operator plugs in the control switch to the side of bleachers. 

4. Compress the switch-lever to open and watch the area the entire time the bleachers are 

opening until fully extended, then stop compression of switch-level. 

5. Once fully extended, compress switch-lever in reverse direction, for a second, to bring bleachers 

back slightly to release tension. 

6. Unplug and remove the control switch and put in a safe location away from the bleachers. 

7. Now ready to use. 

Closing Bleachers:  TWO PEOPLE REQUIRED TO BE PRESENT 

1.  Walk to the top of the bleachers and remove all objects from seats and risers. 

2. Walk underneath the bleachers from one side to the other removing all objects and verifying no 

children are present. 

3. Instruct all individuals to be away from this area when closing. 

4. With one person standing on each side, operator plugs in control switch-level (located on side of 

bleacher) and compresses switch-lever to close the bleachers until they stop moving, then 

immediately stop compressing switch-level. 

5. Remove the control switch and put in a safe location away from bleachers. 
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