
The Cardinal’s Chirp       1

THE CARDINAL’S CHIRP
ALMA PUBLIC SCHOOL

PO BOX 170
ALMA, NE 68920

VOL XL, ISSUE NO. 2                                        October, 2020

FROM THE DESK OF SUPERINTENDENT DAVIS

October Newsletter

We are off to a good start with the school year despite having the cloud of the Pandemic and COVID-19 lurking 
in the background. As of this writing, things have gone as good as expected with no positive COVID-19 cases 
among staff and/or students. As many of you know, Harlan County has seen a spike in COVID-19 cases in the 
past couple of weeks. As a district, we appreciate the effort of our students, parents, and staff for following 
and practicing the procedures that we established at the beginning of the school year. As a staff, we talk every 
day about what is happening in Harlan County and around us. We listen to numerous sources discussing the 
COVID-19 issues, talk to other schools, parents, students, and anyone else who wants to give us advice and/
or their opinions. The amount of information out there is at times overwhelming, but we listen and base any 
decision on the information. We also understand that not everyone agrees with everything we are doing or not 
doing. I have mentioned previously that we are going to be decisive with our decisions and we will stick with 
those decisions until we decide they need to be changed. The education and safety of our studetns are our top 
priority. Below are a couple of questions and answers we have been asked. 

Have there been any reported positive COVID-19 cases among students and/or staff?  As mentioned 
above, at the time of this writing, the answer is no. Because of privacy issues we may or may not know if 
someone tests positive unless the individuals and/or parents share that information with us. We are confident 
that any staff member who tests positive will share that information with us, and hope that parents will do 
the same. All residents of Harlan County who test positive for COVID-19, will be reported to the Two Rivers 
Health Department regardless of where the COVID test was done. We may not know the name of the person 
who tested positive, but we will be informed of students who have been told to quaratine by Two Rivers.

Have the procedures of students and staff entering the building in the morning before school been 
changed?  No. We are using the same procedure that was included in our “School Reopening Plan,” posted on 
the school website and social media platforms. All students and staff entering the building before school are 
checked at the door for fevers, observed to see if they have any symptoms and asked to use hand sanitizer. A 
second round of temperature checks are done after lunch for all students.

If a student or employee has a fever or symptoms at the door, what happens?  The person is sent to the 
office where they are isolated until the school nurse evaluates the student for fever and other symptoms. If the 
individual has a fever or the symptoms warrant it, they will be masked and isolated in the nurse’s office, and 
the parents will be called. The parents will be instructed that they need to call their family physician for futher 
guidance. If the individual was sent home with a fever of 100.4˚ or higher, as per school policy, they must be 
fever free for 24 hours without medication before returning to school. If the individual has other symptoms we 
ask that they see a physician before returning to school.
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Who makes the decision to quarantine students?  The school does not have 
the authority to tell students to quarantine. The decision to quarantine will be 
made by Two Rivers Health Department and/or their physician. The school does 
have the authority to send students home who have a fever and/or other symp-
toms. Any student with a fever of 100.4˚ or above will be sent home and parents 
will be contacted. Students who have other possible symptoms will be checked 
by the school nurse and a decision will be made on the course of action the stu-
dent should follow.

Who makes the decision to quarantine staff members?  The school does have 
the authority to send home employees who are sick or have symptoms of not 
only COVID-19, but other illnesses as well. The Governor has issued a Direct-
ed Health Measure that makes all school employees essential workers. With 
the DHM, school employees who have been possibly exposed to COVID-19 
can continue to work as long as they have no fever or other symptoms, and are 
required to wear a mask. They will also be asked to call Two Rivers for further 
guidance.

Has the school changed any of the procedures that were issued in the Re-
opening Plan that was published at beginning of the school year?  For the 
most part, we are following the same procedures that we started the school year 
with. We have made a few adjustments to some of the procedures and will con-
tinue to do so as the circumstances change. This includes the wearing of masks, 
which are still optional, but encouraged.

Why doesn’t the school require masks?  As mentioned, masks are optional, 
but encouraged. Many individuals, both students and staff, are wearing them. It 
is our belief that eventually the wearing of masks will probably be a necessity 
and it could be for the rest of the year, depending on how everything plays out 
over the winter months. If that happens, we are confident we will get better co-
operation for wearing the masks properly for the length of time that is necessary. 

What are some of the other procedures the school is following to help with 
COVID-19 issues?  The custodial staff are constantly disinfecting the entire 
building throughout the day. We have several misting machines that are used in 
the classrooms, on the buses, hallways, and gyms that kill the numerous viruses 
associated with COVID-19, the flu, and influenza.

If you have questions about any of the information in this newsletter or any oth-
er school related items please contact me at 928-2131 or by email at jon.davis@
almacardinals.org.

I am so excited to be back in the 
school building!  I know we all 
enjoy some time off, but after 5 
months, I was ready to be back 
and I think the students were too!!  
We jumped right in with learning 
and reviewing our geography and 
math skills in Social Studies.  We 
all then had a short unit on the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  
The 6th graders then moved into 
learning about different cultural 
regions and did some research 
projects in small groups, ending 
their unit by presenting their re-
gion to the class.  The 5th graders 
have been learning about immi-
gration and reviewed the different 
parts to our federal government.  
The 4th graders have been fo-
cusing on what history means 
and learning a little more about 
Nebraska.  We have also been fo-
cusing quite a bit on “respect” and 
what that looks and sounds like.  
All of the Social Studies classes in 
grades 4-6 will be starting a unit 
on our election process after the 
first quarter.  It will be a fun year in 
Social Studies and I am so glad to 
have them all back in class!!

Social Studies News 
From Mrs. Russell
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Alma Wins McCook Parade/Hosting 

Alma Band Day

On Saturday, September 26,  the 
Alma Band traveled to McCook to 
participate in the Heritage Days 
Parade.  The band is very grateful to 
have them host a parade that bands 
could attend.  Nine different bands 
from southwest Nebraska attended 
the parade that was adjudicated.  
Alma received the highest score, 95 
out of 100 possible points, out of all 
the bands attending.

Alma is also excited to host the Alma 
Band Day Parade on Saturday, Oc-
tober 17, at 1:00 pm. 18 bands will 
parade down Main Street Alma in a 
bands only competitive street march-
ing parade. The parade will start at 
the corner of 2nd and Jewell street 
and run all the way down main street.  
All of Jewell street will be used to line 
up the bands, starting at the school 
and running down to 2nd street.

 In conjunction with this, the Parrot 
theatre will be having concessions 
before and during the parade, and 
the Alma Legion will be selling ham-
burgers and hotdogs out of the pic-
nic shelter in the northeast corner 
is the park.  At the conclusion of the 
parade there will be an awards cere-
mony in the park for the bands at-
tending.  
Please plan on coming out and sup-
porting all the bands and attending a 
fun day of music in Alma!

Band News Mr. Ritter

Cardinal Youth Choir Members

Congratulations to the following students for being selected to 
the Elementary Cardinal Youth Choir this year!
4th Grade: Taryn Siebels
5th Grade: Kevin Einspahr, Marlie McConnell, Reese Molzahn, 
Izzy Park, Carson Stoelting
6th Grade: Sydney Baker, Kaitlyn Bradley, Beth Crawford, 
Hayden Deyle, Grady Faimon, Kamri Neal, Taylor Pool, Cameron 
Waldo

The APS One Act is up and running and cast and crew mem-
bers have been hard at work. This year’s performance of Shrek 
the Musical features a large cast, many crew members, and all 
the fun characters you know and love. The team is planning to 
kick of their season at the North Platte Blue and Gold Invita-
tional on Monday, November 9th, followed by RPAC on Novem-
ber 18th in Southern Valley. The public performance will be 
Saturday, December 12th at 7:30 PM. Please watch the school 
Facebook page for any announcements concerning spectators, 
masks, and regulations at each of the upcoming events! 

2020 Shrek Cast:
Shrek: Jonah Felix
Fiona: Linden Biskup
Donkey: Carter Brandyberry
Farquaad: Griffin Stemper
Dragon, Dulocian, Mama Bear: Karri Christensen
Knight, Bishop, Dwarf: James Dubbs
Young Fiona, Dulocian, Pinnochio: Delaney Seyler
Teen Fionan, Dulocian, Fairy: Carlee Stuhmer
Gingy, Alice: Haylee Wing
Fairytale Creatures: Karsten Bradley, Torrance Tischner, Izzy 
Dubbs, Lili Brown

2020 Shrek Crew:
Madison Korman
Michelle Lujan
Grant McQuay
Addison Pool 
Parker Seyler
Gage Thulin 
Emmett Torrey
Alexis Wolfe
Madison Wolfe

Choir and One Act
Mrs. Fritz
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   We have had a great start to the year and I am so grateful to be back at APS teaching third 
grade! I have really enjoyed getting to know this year’s group of third graders and their many 
talents, interest, and hobbies. They are a very hardworking group of individuals with positive 
attitudes towards learning and encouraging each other! 
 
One thing that I have really enjoyed doing in addition to teaching is getting to know my stu-
dents through morning “Bell Ringers”. Each morning when the bell rings I have a different 
question written on the board that pertains to their lives. I may ask them what they did over the 
weekend, what their favorite pizza topping is, or a goal that they want to obtain this year. The 
morning bell ringers give me an opportunity to connect with each one of my students every sin-
gle morning and learn more about them. 
 
Two of my favorite bell ringers are, “Thankful Thursday” and “Bucket Filler Friday”. On thank-
ful Thursday the students write a thank you note to someone. It could be an old teacher that has 
helped them grow, a custodian that keeps our building clean and germ free, or the cooks that 
help us nourish our bodies every day. They also have been given opportunities to write to their 
parents to thank them for all that they do. On “Bucket Filler Friday”, The students are given a 
name of one of their peers and it is their “secret mission” to make sure that friend has a stellar 
day by “filling their buckets” with kind words and actions. 
 
The students have done a great job, and my goal for the morning activities is to encourage them 
to appreciate those who are working hard for their benefit as well as to appreciate each other! I 
am so excited to see what this group of students can accomplish this year!

Katrina Blank 

Mrs. Blank’s Third Grade 
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Mrs. Radil’s Second Grade News
    
     Mrs. Radil’s Second Grade class is off to a great start this year.  I have only 10 
students in the classroom and they are all doing wonderful. (They must have had 
excellent remote teachers last spring!!). Not much missed work to make up for so we 
are moving quickly into all the new things we have to learn.
        We have a new Reading series this year and the class really enjoys the exciting 
stories and all the writing activities that go along with it.  The series has lots of good 
spelling words and grammar to learn along with it. It also includes some fun art/craft 
projects to do with the various stories.
       In Social Studies, we did a unit on the United States symbols such as the Flag, 
Bald Eagle, and Statue of Liberty.  It took us on a road trip of different places in the 
United States including Mount Rushmore, the Liberty Bell, and the St. Louis Arch.
      We have started a Science unit on landforms.  They enjoyed making different 
landforms using modeling clay and making their own island to take home.  We plan to 
learn a lot about the Earth’s surfaces in the next few weeks.
      We have been able to join our 4th Grade Buddies again this year.  The only new 
requirement is that we wear our masks when we are together.  We have enjoyed 
getting to know them by interviewing each other, playing games, reading stories 
together, and we are looking forward to a trip to Linner’s Pumpkin Patch on October 
16th.

Mrs. Radil

APS Adds 4.0 GPA System
Alma Public Schools has decided to add a 4.0 GPA scale to our current grade scale in order to help our 
students match up more accurately with other schools and university systems in GPA rankings. This will 
ultimately make us more competitive for scholarships given on the basis of GPA. Due to the cancellation of 
many ACTs across the nation due to Covid-19, many schools are changing their admission and scholarship 
awards to utilize a student’s GPA instead of test scores or in addition to test scores. After examining the 
conversion scales across the state, it was determined our students would benefit from our adding a 4.0 GPA 
system. 

In order to accomplish this, every one of the historical grades must be changed over manually to the 4.0 
grade scale. Moving forward, new grades will be saved under the new scale and will automatically be saved 
with the 4.0 point system. This is a work in progress and I anticipate it taking some time to work out all the 
bugs. In the meantime--DO NOT PANIC if you see your child’s GPA on your Quick Look up not seem cor-
rect. We are working on making those conversions! Rest assured we will get the new system in place in the 
very near future and we are doing this to benefit the good of all of our students at APS. If you have specific 
questions, please feel free to reach out to Mrs. Biskup, Mr. Davis or Mrs. Brandyberry. 



The Cardinal’s Chirp       6

Mrs. Pfeil’s Math Corner

The start of the school year has flown by.  It is hard to believe that the first quarter is almost over.  We are back into the 
swing of things and trying to leave this past spring in the past.  Your students have been hard at work reviewing topics that 
they have studied in previous years, and we are getting ready to start some new and interesting topics that they may or may 
not have seen before.  I believe that over 90% of what your students can learn is based upon their attitude towards learning, 
so please encourage them by telling them that if they keep working that eventually it will make sense and they will under-
stand.  However, if you speak negatively about math, then that is putting a road block up and not allowing them to figure it 
out.
In Calculus, we have started pushing the limit, or at least finding them.  We will continue using limits to help us find deriv-
atives and solve many types of optimization problems. We will continue limits and start working on derivatives which help 
solve many application problems.  Remember, “There are 3 types of people in the world: Those who didn’t take Calculus, 
those who took Calculus, and those who Calculus took.”  These are some wise words from Mr. Bisbee! 
In Advanced Math, we have been working with functions, matrices, and are solving optimization problems.  We will 
continue to talk about many more types of functions as the quarter and semester progress.  We will work with many types 
of functions, their graphs and just dig deeper into understanding the inner workings of graphs and how they can help us 
understand real-world problems. These students will get to push their previous knowledge to a new level which will help 
them prepare for college level math classes.
Algebra II students have been busy reviewing Algebra I topics of linear functions and will move onto quadratic functions 
before Christmas.  These students will have the opportunity to build on their skills as we progress throughout the year.  
Remember that not all numbers are real, some are imaginary and these students will get to experience “imaginary” mathe-
matics.  
In Algebra I, we have been hard at work reviewing all of our real numbers and  operations.  In addition to our number 
systems we have worked a little with functions and graphing.  We have been solving simple equations using inverse (oppo-
site) operations to isolate the variable. This is an extremely important skill to master, as all future math classes require this 
knowledge.  We will then move onto graphing and writing linear equations.  
Seventh grade math is in large part learning new processes to help students solve problems on the “easy things,” so that 
they can be successful later when they have to use that same process to solve a problem when we are learning new harder 
information.  Sometimes it may feel like it is just a lot of extra work, but it will truly help them be successful now, and in 
the years to come. The 7th grade Math students have been working on decimal operations and the metric measurement 
system as well as fraction operations and the customary measurement system.  
Please remember to continue to encourage your students to put forth their best effort and if they are struggling to come see 
me for help.  And to leave with a math joke….Why is afraid of seven?  Because seven eight nine? 
-Mrs. Pfeil
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News From 4E
The best thing about 4th grade is we are the big buddy now and we get to help our little buddy.  Another thing about bud-
dies is we read to our buddy and they read to us.  So far my favorite subject is math and reading. In math, we sometimes 
get all our homework done to make Mrs.Wolf happy so we can be smarter.  In reading we get so many ideas, and then 
we can think about what’s it about or what the story is about or if it is going to be something interesting.  I love school 
because we learn something every day and then we get to think about new ideas and to tell our parents what we did.  Then 
they will want to hear all about it.  By Jocelyn Dunse

The best thing about 4th grade is switching classes, and moving a lot!!  My favorite subjects are math facts work sheets, 
N.E history class, science lab, music, and buddies!!  I love school because of my teacher!!  By Tucker Peak

What I like best about school is PE because I like to run and play games.  The games that we played that I like are scoot-
ers, volleyball and kickball.  I like school because we get to have buddies.  We get to do fun things with our buddies like 
when we went outside and flew those helicopters. We’re also going on a field trip with them to a pumpkin patch.  I love 
school because of art.  I like to make new things, draw, color and paint.  By Drew Lewis

The best thing about fourth grade is art because I love to draw, color, paint, and sketch.  I also love P.E.  For example, we 
get to play capture the flag and it is super fun. I love buddies because we get to play Bingo.  We also made an IQ and it 
was fun.  By Taryn Siebels

The best thing about 4th grade is buddies. My buddies are Chinch and Melanie. There are funny, cool, and awesome. I 
can’t wait to go to the pumpkin patch with them. They are awesome buddies to have.  By Abbie Pool

I love school because I get to have P.E in the morning.  This is good so that I won’t have so much energy when we get in 
math and I won’t be crazy.  I like to play on the little scooters and play kickball.  I like school because I get to go on a field 
trip with our buddies.  It Is fun because we get to talk on the bus.  We are going to a pumpkin patch.  Trigg Dieter

My favorite subject is History because it is fun learning about the Constitution.  We learned who wrote it.  We also get to 
go on studies weekly to learn about Nebraska history.  We get to play a game on the computer called icivics.  By Cooper 
Deyle

I like school because it is fun and we get to do buddies.  My buddies are Jocelyn and Clay. The reason I like buddies is 
because we are going on a field trip to a pumpkin patch.  There is a corn maze and a trampoline.  By Maryn Mintzmyer

The best thing about 4th grade is Reading because you get to read stories and new things about animals.
You get to do bingo some times.  You get to do spelling city and read books.  We have DEAR (drop everything and read) 
time to make your AR goal.  I like math because you get to do fact worksheets and math sheets.  We also get to do ixl 
sheets.  By Clint Virtudazo

The best thing about 4th grade is Ne history and I like learning about the past.  It is the best.  It is just so cool. I also like 
buddies.  My buddy’s name is Layne Biskup.  She is super nice. My other buddy is Drew.  He is in my class. Layne is in 
second grade.  By Ava Gamso

What I like about school is art because I like to draw and paint.  I also like P.E. because scooters are fun, but I run over my 
fingers a lot with them … but they’re still fun!  By Lola Nissen

My favorite thing in school is math homework, reading, ar goals, history, and study time.  I love all of them, but during 
study time I get my work done.  School is the best because all the teachers are the best and my friends are there and I love 
everyone in the school.  This will be the best year ever and I’m so excited for the field trip😁😁.  By Melanie Moreno

What I like most about school is Buddies.  My buddy’s name is Payton.  We get to play games.  We get to go outside. We 
get to do crafts.  We get to know each other better.  By Ava Wertz


