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It’s great to be young and a Comet!

Comet
Calendar

October 7
No School --
Teacher Institute

October 12
No School --
Columbus Day 

October 14
SAT Day
PSAT Day

October 16
End 1st Quarter

October 21, 22
PT Conferences

October 23
No School

November 2
No School --
Election Day

November 11
No School --
Veterans Day

The OHS Student Council has been working hard to come up with a Homecoming 
plan for this year. The plan they unveiled last week was approved by the Vermilion 
County Health Department.

Many of the traditions will remain like a Homecoming court and coronation, dress-
up days, and Cometfest. But many events have had to be eliminated or altered.

Student Council unveils 
Homecoming plans

Go - Oakwood - Beat - COVID!

One great thing is that the 
classes will be making donations 
to a charity of their choice and to 
the local food pantry. 

The two big events will be a 
socially-distanced Cometfest 
and Game Night. Only students, 
staff, and a few adult chaperones 
will be allowed to attend.

On October 7 Cometfest will 
include coronation, class games, and plenty of cheers. 

On October 9 Carnival Game Night will be held in place of the dance. There will 
be socially-distanced games played from 4-6 p.m.

The members of the Homecoming court are: Queen Candidates -- Jalynn Bugaj, 
Nicole Key, Olivia McArty, Mia Nash, and Graycen Young

King Candidates -- Dylan Bensyl, Koby Fletcher, Connor Hutson, Raiden Jack-
son, and Brevin Wells

Junior Attendants -- Kiyah Garrett and Josh Young
Sophomore Attendants -- Allie Morris and Grant Powell
Freshmen Attendants -- Yelka Layden and Brody Taflinger
Here are the dress-up days: Monday/Tuesday: Circus Twin Day
Wednesday: Class Color Day (Freshmen --  White, Sophomore -- Black, Junior 

-- Gray, Senior -- Purple)
Thursday/Friday: Clown Day
Friday Night: Purple and White
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Engage            Educate         Empower

Wright honored for grit; Denius is top athlete
Winkler named Comet of the Month

Grace
Winkler

Addie
Wright

Aaliyah
Denius

Mrs. Meagan Zindars was 
chosen as the Staff Member of 
the Month for October. 

Zindars is one of the two dis-
trict nurses. Zindars splits her 
days between the high school 
and the junior high. 

“She always has a nice smile 
on her face and she always has 
the students’ best interests at 
heart,” said Assistant Principal 
John Odle.

Zindars’ positive attitude and 
professionalism are two things 

Zindars earns October staff member of the month

The OHS Student Rec-
ognition Committee has 
chosen Grace Winkler to 
be the October Student of 
the Month.

Winkler is a senior stu-
dent who has a positive 
attidue.

“I just think she’s real-
ly neat,” said Mrs. Sandi 
Wienke. “She is artistic 
and talented.”

Sophomore Addie 
Wright is the winner of 
the Character Trait Award 
for Grit.

Wright is on the High 
Honor Roll and is active 
in two sports. 

She was a starting 
member of both the vol-

leyball and basketball 
teams as a freshman. She 
is also running cross coun-
try this year.

Senior Aaliyah Denius 
was named the October 

Athlete of the Month. 
Denius is multiple-year 

letterwinner in volleyball, 
basketball and track. This 
year she took the opportu-

nity to add cross country 
to her list of accomplish-
ments. 

Denius is also on the 
High Honor roll.

that make her a valuable staff 
member.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has created many challenges for 
schools, but especially for school 
nurses.

This is Zindars’ second year as 
nurse at OHS. She will become 
the OGS nurse later this month.

Mrs. Zindars poses with the 
honorary ‘O’ after being named 
October Staff Member of the 
Month.
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Follow us on Twitter at @OakHS76

Due to the stay-at-home order 
last spring, the senior class never re-
ceived their opportunity to take the 
SAT exam.

That will all be corrected on Oc-
tober 14 as the Class of 2021 will 
take the SAT at OHS.

This is the third class that the 
state of Illinois has used the SAT as 
their state mandated assessment.  

Students will be assessed in read-

Seniors to take SAT on October 14

ing, writing, language, and math. 
The test is given at no cost to stu-

dents and they will be able to use 
their scores for college admission, 

The juniors will also be given 
the opportunity to take the PSAT/
NMSQT on that same day.

This will give the juniors the op-
portunity to practice the test format 
before the spring test date. Scores 
from the test also determine Nation-
al Merit Scholars.

OHS will hold parent-teacher 
conferences on October 21 and 22, 
from 4 to 7 p.m. We hope you will 
take advantage of the opportunity 
and schedule appointments with one 
or all of your student’s teachers.

This year’s conferences will be 
held on Wednesday and Thursday. 
There is no school on October 23.

Hopefully, the conference will al-
low teachers and parents to discuss 

Parent/Teacher conferences coming October 21, 22
the progress of their student. At this 
time, you will be able to voice any 
concern you might have about your 
child’s welfare.

To schedule a meeting closer to 
conference time, please go to our 
website www.oakwood76.org. 

Parents will be able to schedule 
conferences starting on October 13.

If a teacher wishes to schedule 
a conference with you, you will be 

notified.
All conferences will be remote 

by phone. Teachers will call you are 
your scheduled time with the num-
ber that we have listed in TeacherE-
ase. Now would be a good time to 
confirm all TeacherEase informa-
tion is current. If you need to make 
changes, please call the office.

If you have questions, please call 
the office 217-354-2358. 

Note to 
parents 

Parents should no-
tify the office if their 
child is going to miss 
school/not be able 
to login on a remote 
learning day by call-
ing, emailing, sending 
notes etc.

Tracking attendance 
is difficult at this time 
and any information 
helps. 

School Pics!
Your school pictures 

can be viewed and or-
dered at simplysport-
pics.com. 

Parents can also call 
Sharon Richardson at 
217-354-2231 to place 
an order.

There will be a sec-
ond round of photos 
taken between 7:45-
9 a.m. on October 13 
and 15 for any student 
who didn’t get a photo 
the first time.

Chromebook covers sale!
Have you dropped your 

Chromebook yet? Are 
you wor-
ried about 
the damage 
fee? Well 
stress no 
more! 

The In-
ternational 
Club is now 
selling lap-
top bags for 
spirit swag. 
There are 

two types of laptop bags 
to choose from.

If you 
are inter-
ested, con-
tact Mrs. 
Yergler for 
more infor-
mation.

Samples 
can be seen 
in the office 
window.
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Counseling Corner
October 14 - SAT testing for Seniors starts at 8:05 

a.m. at the high school. Testing information has been 
emailed to students and 
parents.

October 14 - PSAT 
testing.

October 19 - Virtual 
Financial Aid Night. 
More information com-
ing soon.

October 20 - Vir-
tual College Admission 
meeting with McKen-
dree University at 4:00 
p.m.  Juniors and Seniors may join the meeting to learn 
more about McKendree. 

   If you like to keep up on events and activities at 
OHS, there are more options now.

  OHS has their own Twitter 
page that you can follow at @
OakHS76 for updates. Please 
follow to help us get informa-
tion to you as quickly as pos-
sible. 

We also have our own Face-
book page.  

Other Twitter feeds that will provide valuable infor-
mation about the high school are:

District  @OakwoodCUSD76
School Counselor @OakHSCounselor
Soccer  @OSFSoccer
Football  @OakwoodComets
Volleyball  @OakwoodVolleyb1
Cheerleading @O_C_Cheer
Girls Basketball @GBBOakwood
Baseball  @OakwoodCometsBB
Cross Country @SFStormTrack
Comettes  @OComettes

Social media sites

No School on October 7 and October 12

Come out and see the XC 
team at Oakwood Invite

The Comet/Storm cross country team will be hosting 
the Oakwood Invite at 9 a.m. on October 3 at Kickapoo 
State Park.

This will be a great opportunity to come out and 
watch OSF co-op runners at a home meet.

OHS has hosted the meet since 2010 after taking it 
over from Salt Fork where it was known as the Thun-
der Run. The race is unique among area races due to its 
scoring of the total time of a team’s top 5 runners, and 
not their places.

Due to IDPH’s restrictions, there will be some minor 
changes to the event. Instead of all eight teams running 
at one time, they will run in groups of four, with the 
times tabulated later.

Spectators should remember to social distance while 
watching the race. Kickapoo State Park restricts park-
ing only to the established lots and not on the grass.

In past years the race has been led by some of the top 
high school runners in the state.

Go To https://oakwoodathletics.com
Oct. 3  XC Oakwood Invite (H) 9 am
Oct. 6  G Boys Regional (A) 9 am
Oct. 7  G Girls Regional (A) 8:30 am
Oct. 13  XC VVC (H)  4:30 pm
Oct. 20  XC Verm. Co. (H)  4:30 pm
Oct. 24  XC Regional (A)  TBA

Upcoming Athletic Events



We have been in hybrid/remote for almost a quarter of the school year and the struggle is still very real. In my 
40 years in this district, this year is something that I could never have imagined. During my teaching years, Home-
coming Week was always a very exhausting week. This year, I feel that exhaustion daily and I’m not planning and 
teaching lessons in the classroom and online.

The hybrid students, who come to school two days a week, have been fantastic 
-- wearing masks, social distancing, one-way hallways (having to go outside and 
sometimes walk a long way around to get to the next class) -- they have done a 
great job with very little complaining. The other day when I was holding the door 
to the hallway, I was amazed at the number of students who thanked me for just 
holding the door.

Technology!!! The struggle is REAL! -- setting up the Chromebook, enrolling 
in Google Classrooms, adding programs to make it easier to turn in homework, 
emails -- the number received in a day is daunting. Then there are internet prob-
lems when we are at home. The realization that lessons were synchronous -- each 
day a new lesson. School is from 8 a.m. to 1:40 p.m. each day whether in the 
building or at home. The means attending Google Meets during class time when 
at home.

The struggle is REAL.

Remember some of your favorite teachers: Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Sermak, Mrs. Steffen, Mrs. Learnard, etc. Remem-
ber their expectations and the integrity of their classrooms? Our teachers are working very hard to keep expectations 
high and maintain the integrity of the education that they are providing. The teachers are working double time, trying 
to have lessons that will be appropriate for hybrid and remote students and trying to keep track of students attend-
ing meets and in class. How do you monitor a student at home during a test to be sure that it is the student who is 
actually taking the test?

Technology!! Not only is technology an issue for the students, teachers have had to work to learn how to use the 
correct technology to provide the best education. There is frustration when the technology does not work or when 
students do not show up for Google Meets and then want to make up the work at a different time.

Parents, your struggle is REAL, too! Is your internet at home sufficient for your student to attend Google Meets 
and complete homework? You might not understand the technology, so you feel at a loss to help your student. You 
don’t know what classes have Google Meets and what time they are scheduled? Maybe zeroes have been entered 
as grades although you watched your student complete the work? Being at work during school time and not avail-
able to know if your student is completing the schoolwork? Frustration and panic when you receive a notification of 
a missing assignment or a new assignment posted after school hours? These are all legitimate questions.

The struggle is REAL. I feel it every day, from students, teachers, and parents.

BUT -- I am so thankful that we are able to be back at school in person. I am thankful that we have the technology 
that is allowing education to happen and to stay in contact with students when they are not physically present. I am 
thankful to the students, both hybrid and remote, that are working hard to make all of this work -- wearing masks, 
trying to keep a social distance, emailing teachers. I am thankful for the parents, who are supporting their students 
and trying to keep a positive attitude toward school. I am very thankful for the amazing, fantastic teachers, staff and 
administration at OHS who are going over and beyond every day -- that they care and want all of their students to 
be successful.

The struggle is REAL.

Mrs. Deb Clow

The Struggle is REAL!







PARENT AD  
 FALL AND/OR WINTER SPORTS PROGRAMS 

 
OAKWOOD HIGH SCHOOL BOOSTER CLUB 

 
To show support for your student athlete, parents may purchase a personal ad in the sports programs.  
This also helps defray the cost of printing and allows the programs to be handed out to spectators free 
of charge.   
 
PARENT NAME:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT NAME:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
PARENT PHONE NUMBER/EMAIL:  ________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.  DEADLINE:  Booster Club must receive forms by  NOVEMBER 2, 2020. 
 
2.  WHICH PROGRAM DO YOU WANT TO SEE YOUR AD IN?   
 
_____ Fall Program only, $15 (football, soccer, cross country, volleyball, cheerleading, Comettes) 
 
_____ Winter Program only, $15 (boys and girls basketball, wrestling, cheerleading, Comettes) 
 
_____ Both Programs, $25 
 
 (Ad example:  Good luck your senior year John!  Love, Mom & Dad) 
 
3.  Please state EXACTLY how you want the ad to read:   

  
 
 
 
 

  The booster club will hold payments until the Spring Sports season is 
determined or the funds can be donated to the Booster Club for future 
projects directly benefiting the students 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!!!! 

 

Please send completed form, payment (checks payable to OHS Booster Club) and 
any additional information to: 
OHS Booster Club, c/o Advertising, PO Box 454, Oakwood, IL  61858 

 



October Oakwood High School Project Success 

2020
Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 

Purple Day White Day Purple Day White Day

  1 2 
  Snack 

Homework 
Physical Activity 

 Snack 
Homework 
Physical Activity  

5 6 8 9 
Snack 
Homework 
Ancestry Exploration  

Snack 
Homework 
Ancestry Exploration 

Snack 
Homework 
Murder Wink 

Snack 
Homework 
Murder Wink 

12 13 15 16 
Snack 
Homework 
Meditation 

Snack  
Homework  
Meditation 

Snack  
Homework  
Among Us 

Snack  
Homework  
Among Us 

19 20 22 23 
Snack 
Homework 
Breakout 

Snack 
Homework 
Breakout 

Snack 
Homework 
Cheesecloth Ghosts 

Snack 
Homework 
Cheesecloth Ghosts 

26
Snack 
Homework 
Yoga 

27
Snack 
Homework 
Yoga 

29
Snack 
Homework 
Logic Puzzles 

30
Snack 
Homework 
Logic Puzzles 

After School 
Calendar   

1:55p – 2:05p
 Sign-in/Snack

2:05p – 3:00p 
 Homework Help

3:00p – 3:50p 
Enrichment Activities

 Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 
 Wednesday Remote Programming 
 7am-8am & 1:50pm-3:50pm 
 Calendar activities are subject to change! 




