[image: image1.jpg]Lincoln
Charter School
EST. 2000







LINCOLN CHARTER SCHOOL

Policy for

Independent Educational Evaluations

Revised 10/1/2020
Revised: 10/23/14

Adopted: __10/6/08__
Federal law defines an independent educational evaluation (IEE) broadly as “an evaluation conducted by a qualified examiner who is not employed by the LEA responsible for the education of the child in question.” 34C.F.R.300.503.
Thus, an IEE is not limited to evaluating only a child's academic or cognitive skills, but may include the evaluation of any skill related to the child's educational needs. Evaluations of neurological functioning, adapted physical education, or sensory needs, are a few examples of the types of IEEs covered under the IDEA. Parents may obtain an IEE, for any purpose if it impacts the child's education.
Parents may request an independent educational evaluation (IEE) of their child if they disagree with the evaluation of the child that was obtained by Lincoln Charter School (LCS). If a parent requests an IEE, LCS will provide them with information about where they may obtain an IEE and about the Lincoln Charter School’s criteria that apply to IEEs.
The policy of Lincoln Charter School, in accordance with Federal law, is that parents and school personnel act as equal participants in the development of a child's IEP and that the parents' participation in the IEP process must be meaningful. In some cases, independent evaluations provide support for the parents' opinions and requests. 
Lincoln Charter School may also request an IEE when there is lack of personnel or expertise to conduct a particular type of evaluation, or to assuage parental concerns about the fairness or accuracy of an evaluation.
Parents have the right to an IEE of their child at public expense if they disagree with an evaluation of the child obtained by LCS, subject to the following conditions:
If the parent requests an IEE of their child at public expense, LCS will, without unnecessary delay, either:  (a) File a due process complaint to request a hearing to show that its evaluation of the child is appropriate; or (b) Provide an IEE at public expense, unless the LCS demonstrates in a hearing that the evaluation of the child obtained by the parent did not meet the LCS criteria.

1. If LCS requests a hearing and the final decision is that our evaluation of the child is appropriate, the parents still have the right to an IEE, but not at public expense.

2. If the parents request an IEE of their child, LCS may ask why they object to the evaluation of their child obtained by our Certified School Psychologist. However, LCS will not require an explanation and will not unreasonably delay either providing the IEE of the child at public expense or filing a due process complaint to request a due process hearing to defend LCS’s evaluation of your child.

3. The parents may only request one IEE of their child at public expense each time LCS conducts an evaluation of their child with which they disagree.

4. LCS criteria
· If an IEE is at public expense, the criteria under which the evaluation is obtained, including the location of the evaluation and the qualifications of the examiner, must be the same as the criteria that the LCS uses when it initiates an evaluation (to the extent those criteria are consistent with the right to an IEE).

· Except for the criteria described above, LCS will not impose conditions or timelines related to obtaining an IEE at public expense.

If the parents obtain an IEE of their child at public expense or they share with the LCS an evaluation of their child that they obtained at private expense:

· LCS will consider the results of the evaluation of the child, if it meets the LCS’s criteria for IEEs, in any decision made with respect to the provision of FAPE to that child; and
· The parent or LCS may present the evaluation as evidence at a due process hearing regarding the child.
If a hearing officer requests an IEE of a student as part of a due process hearing, the cost of the evaluation will be at public expense.

