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OWENS OUTREACH 

 
This has been a very different experience for us this year and at times frustrating, but all staff members here 
at Burr Oak Community Schools were so excited to see the students’ faces as they came back to the school 
campus. For those working from home, we miss you!  
 

As we continue the 2020/21 school year, I would like to focus on a few things and I need the community’s 
help.  
 

     1)    Communication 
 
 A)  If you have a concern about something, before complaining to a friend, go directly to the source.  
 
  i) If it’s a concern about school work, call the teacher (sooner rather than later). 
 
  ii) Technology concerns, call or email Mr. Hunt K-4, Mr. Sutton 5-8, and Mr. Green 9-12.  
 
  iii)  If it’s a concern about sports, call the coach or the athletic director 
 
  iv)  If it’s a concern about a school policy or a system we use, call me or email me.  
        (kowens@burroakcs.org - 269-489-2213 ext. 208)  
 
    2)   Work together as a community to solve problems to improve the community.  
 
 A) Being a teammate is a core value of our school. When trying to teach kids to be good community 
     members, we need adults in the community to set the standard.  
 
 B) Be a good neighbor; help each other out. Our HS students need 10 hours per year of community 
     service. Please call the school if you are a senior citizen and need help with yard work, disabled, or    
     general clean up.  
 
 C) Be supportive and open minded when it comes to new ideas.  
 
     i)  Amazingly, young people can learn from older people and older people can learn from  
      younger people. Talk to each other.  
 
    3)   Help hold each other accountable to standards but do so with grace. 
 
 A)  Set high expectations for your children.  
  
 B)  Children and teens learn through mistakes; help them fix those mistakes and do better next time.  
  
 C)  Adults make mistakes too. Have those discussions and vow to do better.  
 
There is always room for improvement and stakeholder feedback on how we are doing at Burr Oak Commu-
nity Schools is always welcome. When providing feedback, try to follow the chain of command and do so 
quickly. We cannot fix problems or address concerns if you complain to everybody but the people that can 
make changes.  
 

 

mailto:kowens@burroakcs.org


 
Welcome to all of our GSRP chil-
dren!   Alaya, Amayiah, Jacobi, 
Mason, McClain, Tyler, and 
Uriah.   
Our school year is different this 
year.  We are practicing social 
distancing as much as possible and 
wearing our masks.  We have 
learned that we need to clean our 
area before and after we eat.  We 
wash our hands often.   
We are learning our routine, new 
ways to show our affection without 
touching, and new songs. 
We use the HighScope Curriculum 
which is aligned with Early Child-
hood Standards of Quality for Pre-
kindergarten (ECSQ-PK) and sup-
ports our belief that children learn 
through the integration of learning 
and play, as children learn best by 
doing. We strive for a balance be-
tween teacher directed and child-
initiated activities. Child assess-
ment is on-going and teachers de-
velop meaningful experiences 
based on the needs of each child. 
Given opportunities to explore the 
world around them, your children 
become active, involved learners. 
September we were settling into 
our school routine and family.  We 
learned about fall and the coming 
of cooler temperatures.   
October we will explore more 
about the fall season. October is 
also fire prevention month.  We 
will be talking about fire safety.   
 
 

 
Happy October!  We have twenty 
busy kindergartners this year.  We 
have physically been in school for 
fifteen days.  The kindergartners 
are learning the routine of the day.   
In reading we are learning about 
letter names and letter sounds, 
syllables, sight words, and begin-
ning word sounds. By the end of 
the year, our goal is for every kin-
dergartener to know all the letter 
names and sounds.  Also, we hope 
every student is reading. 
In math we are learning about the 
calendar, numbers, greater and less 
than.  One of our big math goals is 
to have every kindergartener count-

ing to 100.   
During calendar time we talk about 
the seasons, I am excited to see 
what fall brings this set of kinder-
gartners.  As always, if you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
contact me.  
 
 

 
     Success!  In spite of everything, 
we are here and learning!  Thanks 
to the creative ingenuity of our new 
superintendent our families have 
options of intensive half days of 
learning, flexible schedules, online 
learning, and safe meals.  We are 
sincerely in this together with our 
Bobcat family.   
     My position for this year is first 
and second grade language 
arts.  First grade is starting the year 
practicing “nonsense” words, re-
viewing short vowels, CVC words, 
and some sight words.  They are 
also practicing sentence writing 
and learning to recognize 
nouns.  This group is transitioning 
very well in the big leap from kin-
dergarten to first grade.  They are a 
good group of students to work 
with.  
     Second grade has taken off with 
full force this year!  I must applaud 
the second graders’ parents as they 
do not seem to have missed a beat 
in spite of everything!  They 
jumped right back into paragraph 
writing and are working on ad-
vanced word lists.  They are self 
motivated learners so we are cur-
rently restructuring our time to give 
them lots of choices to complete 
their work independently.  Their 
love of writing is a joy!   
      
 

 
Please stay in contact with the 
school if you have any questions 
throughout this unusual time, we 
are here to help.  May you and 
yours stay safe!  ~Mrs. Zebolsky 
First grade has been reviewing how 
to use number lines and number 
grids in Math. Using a number line 
or grid helps first graders find the 
answer to addition and subtraction 
problems. They have also been 

reviewing other math ideas from 
kindergarten. In science they have 
been studying the sky. They have 
spent a few days outside observing 
the sky, the location of the sun and 
the temperature. They have been 
learning about how day and night 
happen and where the stars go dur-
ing the day.  
 
Second grade has been reviewing 
adding and subtracting the first few 
weeks of school. This is to give 
them a running start, because in a 
few weeks they will begin two digit 
addition and subtraction. In science 
they have been learning about 
Earth’s surface. The different kinds 
of water and how the Earth’s sur-
face changes over long periods of 
time. They have enjoyed learning 
more about our planet and what 
makes it unique. 
 
 

 
I’m Miss Inman, I’m the new third 
grade teacher. Despite the pandem-
ic, I just graduated from Central 
Michigan University. While I did-
n’t get to walk at my graduation, I 
am excited to get to walk into my 
classroom at Burr Oak each morn-
ing. This school year might be a 
strange one, but someday I will 
look back and say that I did my 
first year of teaching during a pan-
demic. 
Throughout my life, I’ve worked 
with all different types of children. 
My parents have been foster par-
ents since I was two years old. At 
the age of eleven I became an assis-
tant gymnastics coach. This led to 
coaching dance, track, and cheer-
leading as well. At my hometown 
high school I was on my varsity 
cheerleading and track teams, com-
ing only an inch off my high school 
girls pole vault record. This school 
year I hope to bring my passion for 
sports and love for children into the 
classroom. 
During this strange time, I am 
spending my class periods focusing 
on reading, math, science, and 
spelling. Eventually, we will swap 
science for social studies but with 
our limited time, we are just focus-
ing on one at a time. Currently, in 
math we are reviewing place value 
concepts like rounding and estima-
tion. In reading we have been look-
ing at narratives, fables, and we’ve 

even spent some time reviewing 
writing concepts such as: elements 
to writing a paragraph. In science 
we have been learning about the 
life cycles of a plant and animal. 
Finally, in spelling we have worked 
on short vowels and plurals.  
The students have been working 
very hard both online and in the 
classroom. Each day they are given 
one assignment in each subject. I 
teach a lesson before each assign-
ment, and my online students re-
ceive a video of that lesson the day 
before I teach it in class. In the 
classroom, we make sure to wash 
our hands, wear our masks, and 
socially distance as much as possi-
ble. In these strange times, my 
students and I are working as hard 
as ever 
 
 

 
We started this year like no other. I 
never thought I would have 
the same class from last school 
year. As a class, we have gone 
through some historic challenges. I 
am so BLESSED to have the 
same parents, grandparents, guardi-
ans that helped and supported 
our students and me during these 
tough times. Thank you for all 
you have done. 
 
Every day our students are working 
on math, Reading Street, and 
science or social studies. I will 
continue using Seesaw to download 
assignments and have hard copies 
in class. We have been reviewing 
many skills due to the events from 
the last school year. I have 
told our students the importance of 
reading and writing in class and 
at home if we want to succeed. I 
look forward to watching our 
students grow! 

Classroom News 

Ms. Smith 
Kindergarten 

Mr. Hunt 
Second Grade 

Mr. Johnson 
Fourth Grade 

Miss. Inman 
Third Grade 

Mrs. Zebolsky 
First Grade 

Mrs. Lemley 
GSRP 



Classroom News 

The 5th grade U.S. History 
class is starting off the year by 
learning different Native 
American cultural regions. 
Students will be comparing the 
different ways of life of the 
peoples of the Eastern Wood-
lands, Desert Southwest, 
Plains, and Northwest Coast. 
In 6th grade, we begin the year 
by studying the 5 Themes of 
Geography. Students will use 
what they have learned about 
the 5 Themes of Geography 
and relate them to what we are 
learning about the Geography 
of North America. 
The 7th grade social studies 
class is continuing the themes 
they learned last year and 
taking a more in-depth look at 
them. Themes that we will be 
focusing on include weather, 
physical features, and human 
characteristics. To start the 
year we are taking a close look 
at different map types. What 
students learn will then be ap-
plied by looking at the geogra-
phy of the Eastern Hemi-
sphere. 
The 8th grade class begins the 
year with the formation of the 
United States. We start with 
a look back at the French and 
Indian War, and the ways the 
conflict led to the beginning of 
restrictions and taxes placed on 
colonists living in North 
America. We then study how 
the conflicts between the colo-
nists and British government 
led to the American Revolu-
tion and independence. 
With our new schedule and 
school setup, it has been an 
adjustment for everyone, staff 
included. I encourage parents 
to send me an email with any 
questions, concerns, or just to 
check 
in on student progress. tsut-
ton@burroakcs.org 

What an unusual start to a 
school year! It’s never been 
this way in my 28 years of 
teaching! We started off hav-
ing one class and they were 
going to change every 3 
weeks. That wasn’t working so 
well, so now teachers are mov-
ing every hour to classrooms 
so we can see all our students. 
This is working much better 
for students so they have in-
struction on the subjects from 
that teacher. That being said 
we still have quite a few stu-
dents that are falling behind. 
My school work is done on a 
site called Mosa Mack. That is 
where their work is turned in. I 
post it in classroom but the 
actual work is done at that site, 
So if you see that all their 
work is turned in on class-
room, ask them to go to their 
Mosa Mack site and check 
there. This is for all students 
grades 5-8. 

The school year is underway in 
Middle School English! It's 
been a rocky start, but we're 
ironing out our kinks and mov-
ing along. Progress Reports 
will be sent out the week of 
September 21st. If you do not 
receive your student's progress 
report, reach out to me and I 
will make sure to get it to you!  
5th and 6th grade students are 
working through the Reading 
Street curriculum. We're about 
to finish up Unit 1 and will be 
moving on to Unit 2 in both 
classes. Progress monitoring 
has begun for these grades and 
we will continue to assess their 
present levels of achievement 
in regard to reading accuracy 
and fluency.  
7th and 8th graders have fin-
ished up their first units and 
now will both be moving on to 
a novel study. 7th graders will 
be reading The Outsiders while 
8th graders will be reading The 
Help. I'm excited to dive into 
both of these novels with the 
students.  

If there are any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to 
reach out to me. I work at the 
school Monday - Friday from 
7:45am-12:15pm. Most after-
noons I work from home from 
1-3:30pm and then Tuesdays 
and Thursdays are my nights 
for evening office hours from 
7-8pm.  

Welcome Back! 
While this is anything but nor-
mal, it is so good to see the 
students and interact with 
them. As we all try to navigate 
through this new method of 
educating our students, I ask 
that you have patience with 
them and with us as teachers. I 
will admit, I have never 
worked harder as a teacher as I 
am right now. Putting every-
thing on line and making sure 
they are the best resources for 
that concept, maintaining com-
munication with all students 
(those all virtual as well) 
and keeping up with grades is 
an ongoing process that leaves 
very little time for anything 
else. I will get better at it, it’s 
just going to take some time. 
Thank you for all you do. I 
can’t imagine how you are all 
juggling your new schedules as 
well. We at Burr Oak are 
grateful that you have 
entrusted your student’s educa-
tion with us.. 
 
5th Grade students have been 
working with translating words 
to algebraic expressions and 
order of operations. They do 
need to keep up on work a bit 
better as they seem to just 
mark things as turned in when 
they are not. 
6th Grade students are working 
with fraction operations. My 
hope is they will become ex-
perts at working with fractions 
in any given situation. 
 

7th Grade students are wrap-
ping up integers and calculat-
ing them in all operations. 
8th Grade students just fin-
ished with the properties of 
exponents as well as square 
and cube roots. 
I use a variety of internet re-
sources such as Study Island, 
Prodigy, New Jersey Curricu-
lum, ThatQuiz, Quizizz, Math 
Antics to name a few. When 
these are assigned, their com-
pletion will only be recorded 
on that website and not in the 
Google Classroom. If a student 
marks that it is completed, one 
needs to see it in the website to 
know for sure. 
Please encourage your students 
to do their best while at school. 
Those not in school yet, please 
continue to reach out if your 
student needs assistance. Your 
encouragement and academic 
expectations are the most pow-
erful influences they have. 

Mrs. Summey 
M.S. Science 

Mr. Sutton 
M.S. Social Studies 

Mrs. Milliman  
M.S. ELA 

Mrs. Rifenburgh 
M.S. Math 

Pupil 
Count 

Day 
October 

2ND 

 



Welcome back students! Even 
though things are a little different 
this year, our year is already off to 
a great start. All my classes can be 
accessed via Google Classroom. 
Parents, if you want to see your 
student’s progress please email 
me. Life Science is currently 
learning about ecosystems. Physi-
cal science is starting with the 
atom. Earth Science has already 
learned about different types of 
minerals and will be learning 
about rocks next. The Intro to E-
sports class will be looking at goal 
setting and how to stay healthy 
while gaming. Students who are 
enrolled in the Solid Professor 
program are learning how to use 
the Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) software, OnShape. We 
will be starting our E-sports teams 
and tournaments at the end of 
September. There will be a high 
school and middle school team. 
Students will need to keep their 
grades up to participate. Also, 
they will need to own the game 
and console to play. Robotics is 
staring up for our elementary and 
middle school teams. There will 
be a lot of virtually scoring this 
year. Anyone interested in coach-
ing an elementary team please 
contact me. Let’s have a great 
year! Go Bobcats! 
Mrs. Sutton 
jsutton@burroakcs.org 
 
October 2020 
Dear parents, guardians, and stu-
dents.  I’m so excited to be back at 

school!  This year is definitely 
different, but I believe these 
changes also bring with them 
wonderful opportunities and pos-
sibilities for new ways of engag-
ing with each other and learn-
ing.  While school campus hours 
are from 8 am-12 pm, I am availa-
ble to work with students beyond 
that time if they need extra assis-
tance on their assignments.  Please 
see my schedule below. 
OFFICE HOURS: 
12:00-12:30 pm ON Campus 
1:00-3:00 pm Off-campus via 
email, Zoom, etc.(Face to face by 
appointment) 

If you would like to arrange a 
personal meeting outside of these 
hours, please contact me to ar-
range a time. 
All of my classwork and assign-
ments are posted on Google Class-
room.  If you would like to moni-
tor your child’s assignments on 
Classroom, please email me 
sleaverton@burroakcs.org and I 
will send you an invite code to 
join as a parent.  If you would like 
a progress report or update on 
your child, do not hesitate to con-
tact me at any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting Students Creating a Mu-
ral on Campus. High school stu-
dents in the Power of Paint are 
beginning to discover how paint 
can transform the spaces where we 
dwell. In the next few weeks, one 
of the walls of the courtyard be-
hind the Art Room and Gym will 
have a mural, painted by 
them.  This was previously the 
overgrown place where the dump-
ster full of bees was located.  But 
not for long.  
This is truly becoming a commu-
nity project.  Over the summer, 
the dumpster was moved to a new 
location. Trent and Jamie Conklin 
removed poison ivy and cleaned 
up the brush. The mural will in-
clude one image from each paint-
ing student. We have reached out 
and are awaiting a response from 
Home Depot about donating 
paint.  
Stay tuned, community, to see the 
power of paint for yourselves.  
 
 

High School Living Skills 
Mr. Rick Ultz 
Our schedule has changed this 
year due to Covid-19. We now 
have two classes of High School 
Living Skills. This makes for 
smaller classes which allows for 
more individual attention. We 
have already completed some 
great tasks this month. We har-
vested sweet corn from a field and 
prepared it for the freezer.  We 

baked squash and froze it. We also 
made two ingredient fudge, both 
chocolate and “peanut-
butter.”  Something new to this 
class, we made homemade spa-
ghetti sauce and froze it for a later 
use.  
To let everybody know, there will 
be a Thanksgiving Feast this 
school year. It may look different, 
most likely a carry-out, but more 
information to follow in the days 
ahead. 
Middle School Living Skills 
Mr. Rick Ultz 
This class is also different this 
year. Instead of a whole grade 
coming in for nine weeks, we now 
have 10-11 students coming to 
class every day. We rotate stu-
dents so there is a different group 
of students each day.  This allows 
for me to see all middle school 
students within nine school days. 
This makes it more pleasurable 
due to the smaller class size and 
more individual attention. We are 
looking forward to many food 
experiences in the months ahead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome back everyone.  It is 
good to see all of the familiar 
faces this fall, and the new ones 
too!   
 
This year, if you haven’t figured 
out yet, is really different than 
previous years.  I am still teaching 
Algebra I and II, Geometry, Per-
sonal Finance, and my history 
classes, but everything looks dif-
ferent as it is all through the com-
puter.  That is why it is so very 
important that you please make 
sure your student charges his/her 
Chromebook every night.  I am 
available to chat via phone, email, 
Zoom, text, and in person after 
school whenever you or your stu-
dent has a question.  Many have 
already taken advantage of each of 
these methods.  Please tell you 
student to reach out and I will do 
all that I can to help explain any of 
their classes to them. 

Classroom News 

Ms. Wolfe  
Art 

Mrs. Sutton 
H.S. Science 

Mrs. Leaverton  
HS ELA 

Mr. Herrmann 
HS Math 

Mr. Rick  
Life Skills/Drama 

SMILE  
Fall School 

Pictures 

Tuesday, 

November 

4th 



Phew! What a crazy year it’s been so far! First we were good to play fall sports, and then 

we weren’t, and then we could play volleyball but not football, and now we’re playing both 

sports like we normally do. Please remember during these crazy times that regardless of 

your political affiliation, or your opinion on wearing masks, every decision has been 

made to keep your student-athletes safe while they compete in their respective fall sports. 

Football is off to a good start, playing a shortened six game season, the Bobcats started 

the season 1-0 with a 54-8 drubbing of visiting Waldron. The remaining home games this 

season are October 9th vs North Adams, which will be the homecoming game, and 

Parent/Senior Night on October 23rd vs Portland St. Patrick. The Bobcats will then move 

on to the first round of the playoffs as part of the MHSAA’s “all-in” playoff format for this 

season only, the first round opponent will be announced as soon as the playoff bracket is 

released. 

The Lady Bobcats volleyball squads are also playing a shortened season, missing out on 

many early season tournaments and quads. The JV and Varsity teams had a tough start, 

losing to strong teams from Calhoun Christian and Pittsford. They’ll look to rebound as 

the schedule moves forward with games against Waldron, St Phil, Athens, and Will Car-

leton Academy. The Jr High team started fast with wins over Colon and Athens to start the 

season 2-0. They’ll look to continue their win streak as we move toward the middle of 

their season. 

Basketball, bowling, and wrestling seasons will be upon us before you know it. If you have 

an athlete who is interested in playing one of these sports and does not yet have a physi-

cal, please get them one before practice starts so they are ready to roll.  

 

Go Bobcats! 

News from the Athletic Office 
Wendell Hughes 

October Home Sporting Events 
October 5th Jr High Volleyball @ 5:30 

October 7th Jr High Volleyball @ 5:30 

October 7th Jr High Football @ 6:00 

October 8th  Varsity Volleyball @  5:30 

October 9th Varsity Football @ 7:00 

October 12th  Jr High Volleyball @ 5:30 

October 20th Varsity Volleyball @5:30 **Senior Night** 

October 22nd High School Volleyball @ 5:30 

October 23rd Varsity  Football @ 7:00 **Senior Night** 

 
 

GO BOBCATS! 



    1 
H.S. Volleyball 
@ 
Will Carlton 
Acad. 
6:00pm 

2 
 

3 
Volleyball 7th Grade 
@Centreville 9:00 
8th Grade Volleyball 
@ Sturgis 9:00am 
Varsity Football @ 
Battle Creek St Phil 
1:30pm 

4 5 
J.H.  Volleyball @ 
Home 5:30pm 
 
 

6 
H.S. Volleyball @ 
Jackson Christian 
5:300pm 

7 
Count Day 
 
J.H Football  
@ Bellevue 
5:00pm 
 
J.H. Volleyball @ 
Athens 5:30pm 

8 
H.S. Volleyball 
@ Home 
5:30pm 

9 
*MODIFIED 
HOMECOMING* 
Varsity Football 
@Home  
 

10 
H.S. Volleyball @ 
Concord Tourny. 
8:30am 

11 12 
J.H. Volleyball @ 
Home 5:30pm 
 
School Board 
Meeting 7:00pm 

13 
H.S. Volleyball @ 
Colon 5:30pm 

14 
J.H. Football @ 
Litchfield 5:00pm 
 
J.H. Volleyball @ 
Climax 5:30pm 

15 
Sports Pictures 
3:15pm 

16 
Varsity Football @ 
Litchfield 7:00pm 

17 
H.S. Volleyball 
@Litchfield Tourny 
8:00am 
 

18 19 
J.H. Volleyball @ 
Battle Creek St. 
Phil 5:30pm 

20 
H.S. Volleyball @  
Home 5:30pm 

21 22 23 
No School End Of 
Marking Period 
 
Varsity Football @ 
Home 7:00pm 

24 
 

25 26 
 

27 
H.S. Volleyball @ 
Constantine- 
Quad 6:00pm 

28 29 
 
H.S. Volleyball 
SCAA Tourny TBA  

30 31 
 

 

October 2019 
  Sunday             Monday               Tuesday                Wednesday             Thursday           Friday                  Saturday  

Pupil Count Day 
October 7th 

Please make sure your student(s) are in  
attendance or check in with their teacher(s). 

***This is how we get our funding***  



 Community 

Trunk Or Treat 
Burr Oak Mother’s Club would like to invite 
all members of the community to join us for 
free trunk or treat in the school parking lot.  
 
 Trunk or treat will be from 5:30-6:00pm  
 Costume Judging at 6:00pm (must be pre-

sent to win) 
 

If you are interested in passing out candy 
from your trunk, please arrive at the school by 

5:15pm 


