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Re: Reopening Update 10/1/20 
 
To the Dracut Public Schools Community 
 
I am writing to provide what is likely the last reopening update of this tumultuous lead-up to the 
opening of our schools to in-person learning.    
 
Incidence of COVID-19 in Dracut: As many of you may know, the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health (DPH) had created a system to track cases of COVID-19 community by 
community, with weekly color coded designations (Red, Yellow, Green and Grey for very small 
communities with very few positive cases) representing the impact of the virus.  The primary 
metric used in making the determination is the Average Daily Incidence Rate Per 100,000 
Residents (over a 14 day period).  Through August and most of September, Dracut (with 
approximately 30,000 residents) was consistently designated as “green” (average daily case rate 
of fewer than 4 cases per 100,000 residents).  The town moved into the yellow range last week 
(average daily case rate of 4-8 cases per 100,000).  Yesterday’s report designated Dracut as red 
(average daily case rate of >8 per 100,000 residents). 
 
According to the Dracut Board of Health, much of the change is due to increased testing.  As of 
this morning there are 26 cases of COVID-19 in the community.  Of that number, 5 are children 
from 0-18 years of age.  Of those 5, 1 is enrolled in the Dracut Public Schools.   
 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) continues to urge school 
districts to utilize at least 3 weeks of data prior to any consideration of changing models (full in-
person, hybrid, or full remote).  Yesterday’s designation does not impact our entrance into 
hybrid learning this coming Monday, October 5th.  
 
Englesby and Brookside Roof Projects: Progress on the roof projects at both elementary 
schools continues as expected.  As previously discussed, the projects were delayed a bit given 
the delays COVID-19 caused in the spring.  While we always planned on some remaining work 
occurring after school opened, I have received confirmation that the HVAC systems on both 
schools are operating, and as such, both schools will open as expected on Monday. 
 
Transportation: Throughout the summer, parents have been urged to purchase bus passes well 
in advance of the school year given the severe limitations state guidelines have placed on the 
number of students who can ride a school bus (for example, on an 83 passenger bus, only 27 
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students are allowed to ride together).  Parents had also been alerted that given the restriction 
imposed by the state, we could not guarantee a seat for anyone who wanted to purchase a pass 
after late August.  
 
The creation of two sets of all new routes is a tremendous undertaking.  Not only do principals, 
our Business Manager, and our bus vendor need to create two sets of routes for cohorts A and B, 
but our effort to match siblings on the same cohort schedule adds another layer of complexity.  
Further complicating the issue, we must create seating assignments for every student who rides 
one of our buses.  As of this week, consistent with prior notice, families seeking a bus pass 
cannot be assured of a seat on one of our buses.  We will make every effort to accommodate 
everyone, but the process will take some time.   
 
Given all of the moving parts to creating and managing a transportation system, families should 
anticipate delays and other interruptions over the first couple of weeks.  We beg your patience, 
but there are simply too many moving parts to anticipate all eventualities.  We will address each 
and every issue as quickly as possible. 
 
Interscholastic Sports:  This evening, a joint statement by Merrimack Valley Conference 
superintendents announces that given yesterday’s “red” designation of a number of MVC 
districts, we have collaboratively decided to pause competition for one week for volleyball, 
soccer, and field hockey in order to fully assess the best path forward.  Because golf and cross 
country are designated as low-risk sports by DESE, competition for those sports will continue 
without interruption.  All scheduled games for the sports impacted will be moved to later in the 
fall season, and students will continue to practice.  
 
It has been a long road from March to today.  Since we were forced to close our schools in the 
face of the pandemic, district employees have been working seven days a week in anticipation of 
getting our children back into our schools.  I appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding 
as we have reimagined public education and have tackled an incredibly steep learning curve in 
order to ensure Dracut’s children are provided with a quality educational experience. 
 
I am incredibly proud to lead an institution with such dedicated and passionate administrators, 
faculty, and staff.  Many challenges remain, but I have no doubt that as we unfurl our sails, we 
will emerge on the far side of this particular storm stronger. 
 

#MIDDIEPRIDE 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools     
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