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FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT
EDUCATING ALL OUR STUDENTS TO REACH THEIR FULL POTENTIAL AS RESPONSIBLE CITIZENSE

FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT
The deepest and most impactful

student learning happens when
it is rooted in a real-world
situation, and our current ?Age of
COVID? pandemic is about as
real as it gets. This has shown us
many things? among them how
great our students are with the
imposition of PPE in their
schools. Too, it brings into focus
how fortunate we are to have the incredible staff who work with our
kids, both teachers and support staff, who collectively are doing an
amazing job of keeping the focus on students and learning. I?m very
proud of everyone of our staff who have gone above and beyond their
?normal? jobs, seeing what needs to be done and doing it. That is the
kind of teamwork that makes systems work well.
Aside from ?everything COVID all the time?, the real issue at hand is
teaching kids. For the past several years AGSD has been developing a
?Blended Learning? instructional framework for teaching, with the goal
of making learning more relevant and meaningful for students. That
framework is now turning out to be ideal for the highly fluid situation
we find ourselves in, and has allowed us to initiate our HomeLink
virtual-classroom program for families without too much difficulty. The
COVID pandemic has created the need to move toward that goal even
sooner than anticipated. Now, instead of slow and steady progress
down that pathway, we have had to adapt very quickly, in order to
adjust to the new situation for our students.
The AGSD Blended Learning instructional framework is intended to
be ?synchronous?, meaning that instruction can be delivered effectively
either in person, or through an on-line format via a virtual classroom,

GATEWAY AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
AGSD is pleased to announce
that the Gateway Afterschool
Program began as we
entered the third week of
school. Students who attend
Tok School, Tanacross School,
Mentasta Lake Katie John
School, Dot lake School, and
Walter Northway School are
eligible to participate. GAP
starts after school two or three days a week, and students can
choose from a range of activities. Some of the more popular activities
include STEM, Lego Robotics, Dog Obedience, 4H club, and arts and
crafts. They can also receive tutoring, homework help, and have the
opportunity to participate in physical activities such as team games
and sports. It is easy to enroll your students to join in the afterschool
fun. If you would like to learn more about your student's school
activities, please contact your principal or Pam Gingue, the program
coordinator, for more information. You can reach Pam Gingue by cell:
1907 505- 0010 or via email pgingue@agsd.us.

using an online LMS, or a ?Learning Management System?. For the
past several years, many of our teachers have been using this method
to design customized instruction that is intended to meet each
student?s very specific interests. Now they all are.
Students today are learning with a range of nu-tech devices, using a
variety of applications, and they will benefit from an instructional focus
that is based on their personal preference. Blended learning, Flipped
classrooms, and project based learning are becoming the norm. This
means that in this new paradigm, our above average students will be
challenged with harder tasks and more in-depth questions, and
students who experience difficulties with a concept will have the
opportunity for extra practice until it can be demonstrated that they
are proficient. In the classrooms of the future, location will be less
important than content delivery. The students of tomorrow will use
project-based learning, and their skills will be assessed based on actual
performance in the field. This means that students will have to learn to
apply a range of new skills in a variety of real-life situations, and
organizational, collaborative and time management skills will become
basic expectations that every student will need in their future
academic careers.
As technology is rapidly changing the world around us, some worry
that it will also replace human intelligence, and might take over a lot of
tasks and abilities that we have been teaching our students for
decades. The thing is, it will. But that isn't bad...and formal education
itself will never disappear. It will just take on new and different forms,
and events like the COVID-19 pandemic are one of the things that will
drive that change. Our goal is pretty simple...just figure out the best
way to teach kids.
Respectfully submitted, Scott MacManus, Superintendent

NAVIGATION OF THE AGSD WEBSITE
If you go to our AGSD web site at www.agsd.us, you may have noticed
some changes. When you first log in, you will see the message pictured
below. Our website is the first place our district can communicate with
you regarding our current school operations under COVID-19. The blue
links on this important message will give you further information to
help you prepare for a full year of education regardless of the current
pandemic.

On the next screen, we
will display the current
risk status, which you can
see is green at the time of
press. The Enrollment
Now is a link which will
allow you to enroll your
student in our district if
you have not already
done so. The student
portal list underneath is
an important place for you and your student to visit. Here listed by
schools, you can find your student's classroom and the learning
programs they use each day. Many of our teachers have a designated
place for parents/guardians to obtain information or contact the teacher.
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Yu k on River Tr ip f or St u den t s 2020
This is the third year Alaska
Gateway School District was able to
arrange a student learning experience on
the Yukon River. Students arrived viabus
from Tok and were brought down to an
authentic Fish camp located 10 miles
below the Yukon Bridge north of
Fairbanks.Nine Tok school students in
8th-11th grade participated. The school
district provided each student with a new
Alaska guide model tent for the students
to help all with following social distancing
mandates.Students got the opportunity to participate in many
different activities. They learned how to set a net in the river and how
to pick, filet and clean fish. They learned carpentry skills and made
stools and toolboxes, they participated in outdoor leadership activities
where students learned how to improve trails, made their own fires,
made homemade jam, beaded, learned french, small engine repair,
photography,boat safety and bear safety. All students helped out
around camp doing small chores like bringing in firewood for the
smokehouse and the campfire. Blair Seawell, CTE Counselor: The
woodworking activity, led by Alex Brede, was fun for all of us. He used
these awesome woodworking tools that aren't even made any more,
swedish saws and a good deal of patience to work with every camper.
Every one of them finished that box and they all looked great. I hope
to see him in all of our schools soon, doing the same with our
students. French bingo was a bigger hit than I even hoped. I started
the lesson all in French, which started the groaning and moaning I'm
used to in the French classroom but I stuck to it. Pretty soon the
students were understanding all of the numbers from 0-100 in French.
Eric Nicolier shouted them out, saying "Prochain Numéro!" in between
(that means next number) in his booming voice. The students were
laughing, using these nice laminated number sheets I made for the
activity. A few even asked if they could play a second time. My favorite
thing about the activity was, I expected the number pages to be all
over the "dance hall," as we call it,
at the end, with no one super
interested in them after Bingo was
over. To my surprise, four or five of
the students asked if they could
keep their number sheets and
bring them home.
Karla Champagne, Migrant

M EET YOUR COUNSELORS
Car eer an d Tech n ical Edu cat ion Cou n selor

Blair Seaw ell
Em ail: bseaw ell@agsd.u s
Con t act : 097-8835151

High Sch ool Cou n selor
Jef f Deet er
Em ail: jdeet er @agsd.u s
Con t act : 907-8835161

Dist r ict -w ide Cou n selor
Tad Du n n in g
Em ail: t du n n in g@agsd.u s
Con t act : 907-883-4347

Program Coordinator: The
students learned about rose hips,
which grew abundantly around the
camp. They were amazed to know
that it was a great source of
vitamin C. After picking and taste
testing, the students proceeded to
learn how to make jelly out at
camp. The recipe used was found
from the UAF Cooperative
Extension Site and was a great source for learning about the different
berries that can be foraged outside our doors. The students also had
beading in the evening. Many students jumped right in because they
knew how and some were beginners. The mentorship, from the ones
who knew how to bead and sew to the beginners, was awesome to
see! It was a great time to settle down for the evening. The laughter
and story telling of their days adventures were priceless! They were
given an array of projects to try and many chose earrings and
keychains. The earrings were made with bugle, seed, and shell beads
while the key chains were made with tanned skin and seed beads that
were tacked down. The bond that these students made with one
another and the instructors will help them have a successful start to
this new school year.
Mari Hoe-Raitto, ACHILL Teacher: The Outdoor leadership students
helped improve a mile-long trail around camp. They also went on a
longer hike along the shores of the mighty Yukon where they brought
their own food to make on their own fires they started themselves. We
explored an area that had been inhabited about a hundred years ago,
and we found the remnants of the cabin and the homestead, and
fields filled with mint and current bushes.
Students learned about picking the nets and
getting the fish and putting them into the boat
safely. They also learned boat and water safety.
After we got back into the shore, fish was cut up
and cleaned and ready for the smokehouse.
We had an amazing cook and help to keep
everybody well fed and the area clean at all
times. Students and teachers had their own
dishes, and after every meal, they were asked to
clean them and put them away for the next meal.
Overall, it was a great trip and we appreciate all the experience shared
from visiting instructors.

