
F.A.Q. 

This is a living document and is subject to change as our district’s hybrid planning evolves. 

Revised on 10/1/2020  

When will we be moving to a hybrid model? Is there an actual date?  

The board voted to bring more students to the schools in the hybrid model starting on Monday, 
October 12. 

What is the hybrid schedule? 

We are running a common K-8 hybrid schedule, and the schedules have been made public 
separately from this document.  In a nutshell, students are separated into three groups: blue 
and silver groups attending face-to-face on-campus instruction, and a distance learning group 
for each teacher.  The blue and silver groups alternate every other day, Monday through 
Thursday.  Distance learners will experience daily live interaction with their current teacher at 
some point between 1:30 and 2:30 each day, Monday through Friday.  Friday mornings are 
dedicated to distance learning for all groups between 8:30 and 11:30. 

The state mandates a certain number of daily minutes of work that students must complete 
each day that school is in session, whether students attend hybrid learning or participate in full 
distance learning.  Those minutes are achieved with a combination of daily live interaction with 
the teacher as well as independent work away from school.  The state mandated daily minutes 
are: kindergarten = 180 minutes; grades 1-3 = 230 minutes; grades 4-8 = 240 minutes. 

We are also determining how many students will need bus transportation. While we will 
provide transportation and will clean the bus between routes, we are required to transport 
fewer students at a time. This impacts how many students we can reasonably transport. 
Therefore, we are hoping as many parents as possible will transport their children, so bus 
transportation does not impact how we can provide hybrid classes. 

Will the students attending the hybrid model still have the teachers they currently have? 

Yes. 

Will the students opting to remain with the distance learning model still have the teachers they 

currently have? 

Yes. 

Will same-household siblings be on the same schedule? 

We will make every effort to make sure same-household siblings are on the same schedule, 
unless the family would prefer it otherwise. 
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Since I have kids in both schools, will they be able to go to school at the same time? Will they 

have drop-off and pick-up at the same time?  

Yes, to the greatest extent possible.  If your children do not have the same last name or any 
other potential reason we might miss siblings, please let us know.  We hope to take care of this 
before the first day in the hybrid model. 

We will post the blue and silver cohorts once we reach out to all families. 

Drop-off time is the same for both schools because we anticipate all students being able to 
come to school between 8:15 and 8:30.  Pick-up times are slightly different for MSE and Sisson 
to allow parents to pick up students at MSE and then have time to get to Sisson to pick up 
siblings. 

Can the kids wear their own face masks to school, or do they have to wear what the school 
provides them?  Can they wear the neck gaitor that can be pulled up over the nose and mouth 

instead?  

Children are encouraged to wear their own masks to school.  They do need to be washed daily, 

so it is a good idea to have at least two washable face masks for each child. The mask is for your 

child’s protection and to protect others. Please use a reliable, safe mask sized for your child. 

Face masks need to conform to the school dress code standards. 

Tests have been done on the variety of face masks available. Scarfs allow too much air passage 

around the sides and bottom to be acceptable and tend to slip down or off completely.  The 

neck gaiter that can be pulled up over the nose and mouth has been shown in tests to not work 

at all.  

For questions about masks, please see this link: 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Cloth-Face

-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx 

Can children wear only the face shield and not a mask?  Do they have to wear the mask and the 

face shield together, both at the same time? 

Face shields are for children who cannot wear a face mask due to medical reasons or because 

the face mask may simply cause too much anxiety for the wearer.  Children do not have to wear 

both a shield and a mask at the same time.  We have face shields with neck drapes for students 

to wear if necessary, and those must be discarded after each use. 

If a student is exposed to someone with a fever of 100.4 or higher, what is the class going to do? 

Is the whole class going to be quarantined for 14 days? What will happen then? 

The following text in italics is taken directly from Siskiyou County Public Health Officer Dr. 

Stutz’s order dated September 28, 2020. 

 

Any student or school staff member with a temperature of 100.4 ⁰F or greater, regardless of 

other symptoms will be excluded from the school site for 10 days since the onset of the fever (or 
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other primary COVID symptoms) began and at least 3 days have passed without a fever (without 

the use of fever reducing medications) and respiratory symptoms (coughing, shortness of 

breath) have resolved.  

 

A person may be allowed to return earlier if they also meet the following criteria:  

1. A negative test for COVID-19 within an appropriate time frame  

2. Their healthcare provider can provide evidence of an alternative diagnosis  

3. Their healthcare provider has contacted public health and the health officer for clearance  

 

School staff or students who are in close contact with anyone who is COVID 19 positive or has a 

fever of 100.4, even if not tested will be excluded from school for 14 days from their last 

exposure to the ill person. Persons living in the same household will be excluded from school for 

14 additional days after the ill person has recovered.  

 

For a family, this can be difficult. It is important to follow the guidance that will be given to you 

by the Siskiyou County Public Health Department.  They have prevented the spread of COVID-19 

positive clusters several different times in our county. It is important to follow their instructions 

to keep all members of your family safe. 

Why are we discussing the hybrid options now and not in the summer? Why didn’t this happen 

months ago and with information to parents at that time? 

Our staff members have worked throughout the summer, many volunteering their time, in 

order to be as prepared for the start of the school year as possible.  Most of our focus during 

the summer was on the continuity of learning and on the distance learning model in particular 

because we knew distance learning was going to be a vital part of the school year with 

quarantines and other disruptions even if we started in a hybrid model.  Complicating matters 

during the summer was the fact that schools were still receiving guidance from many state and 

local agencies about how best to reopen. 

Now that we have successfully launched into distance learning, we have the time and resources 

to plan the next steps in reopening.  Much of the work around moving to the next step in 

reopening depends upon how families are feeling about the threat of the virus at this time. 

Parent choices about participating in hybrid vs. distance learning will drive our staffing 

decisions, and we’ll need to continue to be creative in how we respond to the challenges ahead. 

Can my student move back and forth between hybrid and distance learning?  If not, for how long 

do I need to commit to one or the other? 

Yes. 
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