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Our goal is to create and  

 maintain the safest possible environment  

 for the school community. 

 

In developing plans to return to 

school in the fall of 2020, the 

overarching guiding principles 

of the Dracut Public Schools 

focused on the health and safety 

of students and staff, including 

social distancing, and the social 

and well-being of our school 

community. To create and 

maintain the safest possible 

environment for our school 

community, we developed this 

facilities and operations plan. 
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From the Principal 

Dear Englesby Families, 

Welcome back to the 20-21 school year.  This year will look like 

no other. Although things inside may look different, the teachers 

and staff are looking forward to welcoming their students as they 

have done every year. 

We have been working hard to make sure that the children and 

staff will be safe.  There are sanitizing stations throughout the 

building, there are built in mask breaks for students, and only half 

of the students will be in the building at one time allowing us to 

socially distance.  Classrooms will be cleaned regularly and 

surfaces will be wiped down often. With all of these precautions in 

place we look forward to having a safe, productive year.   

 

Laurie Fahey  

Principal  
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Overarching Guidance Documents 

 
DESE developed its various guidance documents through collaboration with infectious 

disease physicians, pediatricians, and public health experts from Massachusetts General 

Brigham Health System and the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics. They also consulted with the Massachusetts COVID-19 Command Center’s 

Medical Advisory Board. 

 

 

DESE Guidance Documents 

Protocols for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios July 17, 2020, Updated 

September 14, 2020 

Supplemental Guidance for Student Groups and School Events for School Year 

2020-2021 August 31, 2020 

Joint Guidance on Modified Sports Seasons for School Year 2020-21 August 18, 

2020 

Guidance for Districts and Schools on Interpreting DPH COVID-19 Metrics 

August 11, 2020 

Remote Learning Guidance July 24, 2020 

Guidance for Courses Requiring Additional Safety Considerations July 24, 2020  

Transportation Guidance July 22, 2020 

Facilities and Operations Guidance July 22, 2020 

Special Education Guidance July 9, 2020  

Initial Fall Reopening Guidance June 25, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-covid-19-response-command-center-advisory-board-of
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-covid-19-response-command-center-advisory-board-of
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-covid-19-response-command-center-advisory-board-of
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/protocols/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/protocols/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/return-to-school/supplement/2020-0831student-groups-school-events.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/return-to-school/supplement/2020-0831student-groups-school-events.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0818miaa-dese-sports-guidance.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0818miaa-dese-sports-guidance.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0811interpreting-covid19-metrics.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0811interpreting-covid19-metrics.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/return-to-school/2020-0724remote-learning-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/return-to-school/2020-0724remote-learning-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0724add-safety-remote-learning.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0724add-safety-remote-learning.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0722transport-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0722transport-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0722facilities-operations-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0722facilities-operations-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0709special-ed-comp-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0709special-ed-comp-guide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0625fall-reopening.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2020-0625fall-reopening.docx
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General Health and Safety Guidelines 

 
The establishment of a culture of health and safety, while COVID-19 continues to exist, 

requires adherence to all health and safety practices. In isolation, any one practice will 

not provide the safest possible environment for the school community. 

 

Masks and Face Coverings  

Face coverings are among the most critical components  

of risk reduction for transmitting COVID-19.  

Masks/face coverings protect the general public against  

COVID-19 infection. Any in-person learning options  

include a mandate that all students wear masks that  

cover the nose and mouth. Students with medical, behavioral, or other challenges who are 

unable to wear masks/face coverings may have the option of wearing a face shield. Such 

circumstances will be addressed on an individual basis involving a principal and the 

Director of Student Services. Face shields may not be used in place of masks except as 

referenced above. 

 

 
 

Adults, including all educators and staff, are required to wear masks/face coverings that 

adequately cover their nose and mouth. The only exceptions to mask/face covering 

requirements will be for those individuals who cannot wear a mask/face covering due to 

medical conditions, disability impact, or other health/safety factors. 
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Dracut Public Schools Policy on Face Coverings 

The Dracut Public Schools is committed to providing a safe environment as schools 

reopen during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to public health experts, one of the 

best ways to stop the spread of coronavirus and to keep members of our school 

community safe is the use of face masks or face coverings.  Therefore, in accordance 

with guidance from the Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education (DESE) and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

(DPH), the following requirements are in place until further notice. 

 

A face covering that covers the nose and mouth must be worn by all individuals during 

the school day on school grounds, or at a school event.  This shall apply in school 

buildings and on school transportation.  This policy applies to students waiting outside 

school buildings, before and after school, and to students waiting at bus stops. Masks 

shall be worn at all times except for the following:   

 eating or drinking   

 when appropriate social distancing measures are in place as determined by a 

teacher or school administrator such as mask breaks 

 during outdoor physical education classes 

 while outside where a minimum six feet of physical distancing is maintained 

 other academic classes consistent with DESE guidance 

 

A face covering can include anything that covers your nose and mouth, including dust 

masks and scarves.  As masks with vents do not stop exhaled breath from escaping, 

masks with vents may only be used if the vent is fully covered with tape or other 

material.  Masks can be disposable or reusable.  When wearing a cloth face covering, it 

should: 

 Fit snugly but comfortably against the side of the face or be secured with ties or 

ear loops, 

 Include multiple layers of fabric, 

 Allow for breathing without restriction, and 

 Be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape. 

 

Individuals experiencing acute medical difficulties may be excused from the requirement 

for the following list of reasons, per CDC guidance: 

 

The individual: 

 has trouble breathing; 

 is unconscious; 

 in incapacitated; 

 cannot remove the mask or face covering without assistance. 
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In addition, masks or face coverings will not be required for anyone who has a 

documented medical, behavioral or other challenge making it unsafe to wear a face mask 

or face covering.  A written note from a physician is required for a requested exemption.  

Such requests for exemptions must be submitted to and approved by a building principal, 

in consultation with a school nurse, Director of Student Services, and/or local Board of 

Health.  For those who may receive an exemption, face shields or physical barriers may 

provide an alternative in some instances.  In all other circumstances, face shields may not 

replace face coverings as described in this policy.  Parents may not excuse their child 

from the face mask requirement by signing a waiver.  

 

A student’s mask or face covering is to be provided by the student’s family.  Staff 

members are responsible for providing their own face coverings. However, the district 

will supply disposable face covering for individuals who arrive at a building, or board 

school transportation, without one. 

 

If students are in violation of this policy, the building principal will consult with the 

parent/guardians to determine whether an exception is appropriate.  If not, the student 

may be removed from hybrid in-person, or full in-person learning, and will participate in 

full remote learning until such time as they can comply with the requirement or the 

requirement is lifted. 

 

Violations of this policy by staff will be handled in the same manner as other violations 

of School Committee policy. 

 

Visitors in violation of this policy will be denied entry to the school/district facility. 

 

This policy will remain in place until rescinded by the School Committee. 

 

LEGAL REF: Commonwealth of Massachusetts, COVID-19 Order No. 31 -

https://www.mass.gov/doc/may-1-2020-masks-and-face-

coverings/download 

 

REFS.: Center for Disease Control and Prevention – Considerations for 

Wearing Masks -  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-

sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

– Reopening Guidelines - http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/ 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts – Mask Up MA! – 

https://www.mass.gov/news/mask-up-ma 

 

 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/may-1-2020-masks-and-face-coverings/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/may-1-2020-masks-and-face-coverings/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/
https://www.mass.gov/news/mask-up-ma
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Mask Breaks 

At the Englesby, students will be given mask breaks at snack, lunch, recess and as many 

times throughout the day as possible.  If teachers have an area in their classroom that is 

6ft away from everyone, students will be allowed to go there and remove their mask.  

During other times, teachers may take students outside to do work and allow for mask 

breaks. 

 

Mask breaks will be scheduled during the school day. During mask breaks, students will 

maintain six feet of physical distancing. Families are expected to provide masks/face 

coverings for students. Extra disposable masks will be available in the event a student 

forgets their mask. Families should wash reusable masks daily. Masks/face coverings 

must be worn by everyone on a school bus at all times. 

 

Physical Distancing 

Physical distancing is an important practice that helps mitigate transmission of the virus. 

DESE guidance comports with the American Academy of Pediatric guidance indicating 

that “spacing as close as 3 feet may approach the benefits of 6 feet of space, particularly 

if students are wearing face coverings and are asymptomatic.”  Further, the Lancet 

published a systematic review of 172 studies and found that current policies of at least 1 

meter (3 ft. 3 inches) are associated with a large reduction in infection, and distances of 2 

meters might be more effective. 

 

Hand Hygiene 

Handwashing removes pathogens from the surface of the hands. While handwashing 

with soap and water is the best option, alcohol-based hand sanitizer may be utilized when 

handwashing is not available. Students and staff are required to exercise hand hygiene 

upon arrival to school, before eating, following bathroom use, after removing a soiled 

mask and prior to donning a new mask, and before dismissal. When handwashing, 

individuals should use soap and water to wash all surfaces of their hands for at least 20 

seconds, wait for visible lather, rinse thoroughly, and dry with an individual disposable 

towel. 

 

In addition to the times below, Englesby students will be asked to exercise hand hygiene 

when leaving the classroom at any time and upon arriving back at the classroom at any 

time. 

https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31142-9/fulltext#seccestitle150
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31142-9/fulltext#seccestitle150
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/videos.html
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Screening for Symptoms 

It is critical that families and caregivers check their child every morning for symptoms of 

COVID-19. Checking children every morning at home will serve as the primary 

screening mechanism for COVID-19 symptoms. Families should use this checklist every 

day before sending their child to school. Students should not attend school if any of the 

symptoms below exist: 

 

Today or in the past 24 hours, have you or any household members had any of the 

following symptoms? 

 

 Fever (100.4° Fahrenheit or higher), chills, or shaking chills   

 Cough (not due to other known cause, such as chronic cough)   

 Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath      

 New loss of taste or smell        

 Sore throat          

 Headache when in combination with other symptoms    

 Muscle aches or body aches        

 Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea       

 Fatigue, when in combination with other symptoms    

 Nasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes, such as allergies) 

when in combination with other symptoms      

 Any other signs of illness?           

 In the past 14 days, have you had close contact with a person known to be infected 

with the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)?   

     

Families play a critical role in supporting a culture of health and safety that each school 

must establish. Most importantly, families can help mitigate the transmission of COVID-

19 in their school communities by checking their children daily for any COVID-19 

symptoms and keeping them home from school if they are sick or have had close 

contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OGbPz6vTYN31x8xLr9-qN3bemF_mAYABBhJLcEUGoAQ/edit
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COVID-19 Medical Waiting Room 

The Englesby School will have a designated COVID-19 Medical Waiting Room separate 

from the nurse’s office. A student who shows COVID-19 symptoms during the school 

day will be moved to the COVID-19 Medical Waiting Room for isolation until they can 

be picked up by a family member. Prompt pick-up of students will be necessary. The 

waiting room for the Englesby will be located in room 101.  Students will wait there to be 

picked up and will be monitored at all times. 
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Facility and Operations 

 

Drinking Fountains & Water Bottles 

Students will be asked to bring their own full water bottle to school each day. Drinking 

fountains that require contact for use will be closed. Bringing a full water bottle from 

home will decrease the number of trips from the classroom, and reduce hallway 

congestion.  

 

Water or like beverages may be consumed where a bottle  

has the use of a straw to go under the mask. Water breaks  

will be encouraged during mask break time in order to reduce 

the frequency of touching masks/faces.  

 

Sinks, Hand-Sanitizing Stations 

All schools have multiple sinks for handwashing. Hand sanitizer will be supplied to all 

classrooms as well as natural points of use (offices, etc.). The district has purchased 

thousands of gallons of hand sanitizer in support of good hygiene practices.  
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Entry and Exit Points/Movement through the Building 

Arrival-Grades K and 1 will be met at the bus (RMS loop) or at the car at the gym door 

drop off and taken to the proper door. K will stay to the right and 1st will stay to the left 

and go to their classrooms. Grade 2-5 bus students will go in the Side Gym door and 

cross through the gym.  Grades 2 and 3 will stay to the left side walking down the 

hallway.  Grade 3 will use the center stairwell.  Grades 4 and 5 will stay to the right side 

of the hallway and proceed up the stairs by the library. Grades 2-5 parent drop off will be 

in the front circle. Grades 2 and 3 will go in the front door.  Grade 2 will proceed down 

the hall and grade 3 will use center staircase.  Grades 4 and 5 will go in the library door 

and up the stairs. 

 

Dismissal-Walkers will leave through the library door.  All bus students will leave the 

building from the gym door or the door by room 105 depending on grade level.  K-1 

students will be picked up by the gym door and grades 2-5 will be picked up in the front 

circle.  Students can be dropped off and picked up at the location of the youngest student 

in the family. 

Movement through the building during the day will be that all students will stay to the 

right when traversing the hallways.  Hallways have been marked with tape dividing the 

walking path. 

 

Ventilation 

The district retained a professional environmental firm to conduct an assessment of the 

ventilation systems in each school. There are no adverse recommendations or findings in 

the report.   

 

Consistent with guidelines from DESE, the CDC, and the environmental health firm 

retained by the district, to the extent feasible, windows will be opened.  As the weather 

cools parents should ensure children are dressed warmly.  

 

The heating system will be operating, but the need to open windows will cause cooler 

temperatures than in past years.   

 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/918520/Dracut_Ventilation_Systems_Review_and_COVID-19_Response_Actions_Report_rev01.pdf
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Cleaning 

The district has established enhanced cleaning protocols for all school buildings.  Parents 

may call Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, Andrew Graham, at 978-957-9704 for 

more information.  

 

Student and Staff Storage 

Students in grades K-2 will use hooks outside the classroom for the coats and bags.  Only 

every other hook will be used. Students in grades 3-5 will be using the back of their 

chairs for their backpacks and coats. All students will have a large plastic bin to put their 

books and personal items in during the day and when they are not in school.  Teachers 

will use their individual closets for storage of their personal items. 
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Transportation 

 
The district is working closely with its transportation vendor to ensure compliance with 

DESE’s transportation guidance. A video produced by our partner vendor has been 

placed on our COVID webpage to provide families with detailed information about bus 

safety. In general, the overarching protocols for bus safety include: 

 

Masks 

All staff and students on the bus, regardless of age, are required to wear masks at all 

times. Exemptions for students due to medical and/or behavioral reasons will be 

addressed on an individual basis between a principal and/or the Director of Student 

Services. 

 

Distance 

Students should be seated no more than one student per bench, alternating sides for each 

row, which allows students to maintain approximately 3 feet of physical distance. 

Children from the same household may sit together and in closer proximity (e.g., two 

students per bench). 

 

Ventilation 

As the weather cools, windows will be left open at all times during operation, unless not 

possible due to weather conditions. Parents must ensure that children are dressed 

warmly given that windows will be opened on school buses.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2ereZnsU_0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.dracutps.org/o/dps/page/covid-information--2
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Seat Assignments 

Students will be assigned to a single bus and a particular seat. Children from the same 

household may sit together and are excluded from the one student per bench requirement. 

Principals will coordinate efforts with our vendor.  
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Food Services 
 

Food Service Department operations have been adjusted in light of COVID related 

guidance.  The menu has been constructed to a three-week cycle.   There will be hot meal 

and sandwich options available for lunch.  

 

Breakfast options will be limited to items that do not require cooking.  Students will 

receive a grab and go bag in the cafeteria. 
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Calendar  

 
In anticipation of the 2020-2021 school year, the previously approved school calendar 

will be revised. Below is the modified calendar. 

 

 Students will begin school on September 16, 2020 remotely, except those students 

identified by as high needs.   

 

 On October 5 the district will begin school in a hybrid model.  

 

 Subsequently, Cohorts A and B, would alternate weeks in school, while the other 

will work remotely. 

 

 The calendar is balanced so that cohorts will attend in-person either 77 (Cohort A) 

or 78 days (Cohort B). Both cohorts would have 15 full remote days. 

 

 The calendar contains four early release days for professional development 

(9/30/20, 12/9/20, 1/13/21, 2/10/21). 

 

 The calendar contains two professional learning days (11/3/20; 12/23/20) beyond 

the ten in early September. 
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Sample Student Schedule 
 

 

Time In School Remote 

8:30-8:45 Wash 

hands/Attendance/lunch 

count/Breakfast  

Gather supplies and prepare 

to login/Breakfast 

8:45-9:05 Morning Meeting Morning Meeting 

9:05-9:25 Reading Mini lesson; 

guided practice 

Reading Mini lesson; 

guided practice 

9:25-10:05 Special Special 

10:05-10:10 Mask Break/Hand 

sanitizing 

Logging in to Zoom 

10:15-10:50 Students working on 

independent reading work. 

Teachers may be meeting 

with students for direct 

instruction live or remote 

Working on independent 

reading work.  May meet 

with the teacher remotely if 

direct instruction or 

intervention is required. 

10:50-11:30 Mini-Lesson in Writing 

Workshop and time for 

questions from students. 

Teacher meeting with 

students. 

Mini-lesson in Writing 

Workshop and time for 

questions. Students write or 

meet with teacher remotely 

to discuss writing. 

11:30-12:00 Math-Lesson and 

independent work. 

Math-Lesson and 

independent work. 

12:00-12:25 Lunch Lunch 

12:25-12:50 Recess Free time/outside play 

1:05-1:50 Math continued Math continued 
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1:50-2:35 Science/Social Studies Science/Social Studies 

2:35-2:45 Dismissal Logging off 

0:00-0:00 Fill in details here. Fill in details here. 

 

 

Academic Programming 
 

Service Delivery for Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities will receive all of the services outlined in their signed and 

accepted IEP.  Services will be provided in a manner that allows for cohort education and 

social distancing.  Services may be provided in a different format; however, parents will 

be informed of the plan to provide the services.  Students and families can expect that:  

 

 students will receive a consistent schedule of classes, services, interventions and 

therapies as outlined in the signed and accepted IEP 

 students will have structured learning time so to access state standards 

 students will have frequent interaction with teachers, therapists and trained staff to 

ensure participation 

 

Instructional Environments for Preschool Age Students with 

Disabilities In-Person  

The Special Education Preschool program will provide for all students with disabilities 

“in-person” services. Classrooms are designed with social distancing in mind to allow for 

students to engage in preschool activities in a safe and healthy environment. Children will 

be encouraged to wear face coverings and teachers will be working with students and 

families to desensitize students to new protocols. Children in the preschool will be 

discouraged from sharing materials, therefore teachers have accommodated with 

providing children with individual supply boxes. All toys that are shared will be cleaned 

and sanitized between using. For students whose parents have chosen to access preschool 

remotely, they will have access to a google classroom and the opportunity to live stream 

into the classroom for activities such as morning meeting and story time. 
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English Learner Services 

Our English Learners attend schools in which our teams of experienced educators are 

consistently working collaboratively to (a) continue social / emotional health and 

academic growth, (b) develop authentic relationships with families and (c) remain 

sensitive to cultural diversity and the critical role it plays in enhancing the overall 

experience for all students. Our goal is to ensure meaningful and rigorous educational 

experiences through a belief in high expectations and growth mindset that will effectively 

prepare our English Learner students to graduate and succeed in college and/or career.  

 

Given the challenges of remote learning, it is critical to build and maintain strong 

relationships between EL students, their families, and designated educators and 

administrators. It is recommended that “in person” instruction should be provided to the 

greatest extent possible for English Learner students.  

 

The following will be a priority: 

 

 Providing Translation and/or Interpretation Services  

Federal law requires that families of limited English proficient parents/guardians 

must be provided information in a language they can understand.  

 

 Collaboration Among Educators to Support Language Development  

Educators and Administrators will collaborate together to ensure English language 

development. ELL teachers will also work collaboratively to plan and implement 

individualized instruction for ELL students.  

 

 Educators will Provide Continuous Support  

Educators of ELL students at all proficiency levels will provide instruction and 

activities designed to support the subject matter content they are learning. They 

will continuously analyze the content to make sure students are learning. Students 

at earlier stages of English proficiency will be provided with the support needed to 

access the curriculum.  
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Courses that Require Enhanced Health and Safety Measures 

Physical education classes will have constraints on physical distancing specific to the 

discipline, and classes will occur outdoors when able. 

 

For courses where students traditionally share items (art etc.), the district is purchasing 

additional materials to address this issue. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

     

 


