
MINUTES 
Maynard School Committee Meeting 
Thursday, August 20, 2020, 7:00 pm 

Remote Meeting 
 
 
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 
G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of all participants.  The 
public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting was held virtually (internet) 
using Zoom Technology.  All members of the public were invited to join the meeting virtually online or by phone.  In 
addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under Maynard School Committee Meetings. 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)  
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:03pm.  An attendance roll call was taken 

Mary Brannelly - Present 
Jessica Clark - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 
Natasha Rivera - Present 
Lydia Clancy - Present 

 
Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent; Jeff 
Ferranti, Director of Student Services; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant. 
 
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes  
There were some minor edits noted regarding grammar and prefixes.  
Ms. Clancy asked, without objection, to approve the minutes as written with minor edits for 8/6, 8/11 
and 8/13. 
 
Chairperson's Report  
There would be a joint meeting with FinCom on Monday 8/24 at 7pm, covid related items and impacts 
would be discussed.  
Heard that Governor Baker may come out with mandate on covid testing for students and staff. 
Ms. Gaudet noted that Districts could request that asymptomatic students and staff who have been 
exposed to covid be tested.  More info to come.  
MIIA came out with fall athletic guidance.  School Committee would need to vote to allow or cancel 
sports seasons.  Would be on a future agenda, and would ask the AD to provide more information.  
MASC is offering a School Committee workshop next week on ways to address covid changes and 
plans to the community. 
Ms. Clancy thanked the basket brigade for baskets they delivered to School Committee members. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Remote Learning Updates - Mr. Haas shared a slide showing what a remote learning sample 
schedule for K-3 may look like during the entire school day.  PK was still being worked out and a 
meeting with PK staff was scheduled. 
Ms. Rivera asked if there would be some opportunity for a “lunch bunch” 1x a week during remote. 
Ms. Gaudet noted that was already brought up and they were currently working on how to add 
additional services like lunch bunch, title 1, etc.  Administration was also working with the MEA and 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


MESA unions to see how long the day needed to be in order to be productive.  Trying to have remote 
model match the hybrid model so there would be consistency when students returned to school. 
The District was working with the transportation company and Food Service to work through different 
options.  May use the buses to make bus stop delivery of meals for students and incorporate the 
backpack program. 
Staff were working on developing some unstructured time for students.  They were also trying to 
come up with ideas on how to bring in some students for orientations safely. 
Ms. Clark suggested adding an end of day check in with students to wrap up the day. 
 
GM Roof was coming along quickly.  
 
Interviewed for the Director of Building Operations has happened and currently checking references. 
The MOU is almost approved by both the District and the Town. 
 
FY20 budget should be closed out next week.  Looking at covid requests to see what we want vs 
need.  Salaries have been encumbered in the FY21 budget. 
 
School Calendar change - There was a misunderstanding among districts about the 10 pd days at the 
beginning of the year granted by the Commissioner.  He clarified that the 10 days must be used 
before 9/16.  Calendar was adjusted and now the first day would be 9/16 and start with a remote day. 
They would be trying to have student Meet & Greet options during these 10 days.  
 
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to accept the calendar as presented by Superintendent, Brain Haas 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
The district was working on having PD that meets teachers needs and was in line with what they 
would like to see, as well as PD for parents and students. 
There was discussion on when Graduation would fall. 
 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to approve the calendar with the addition of adding the graduation date 
of 6/11 and the correction of highlighting additional beginning PD days yellow. 
Ms. Houlihan 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 



Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Motion passed 5-0 
 
Citizens’ Comments  
Ms. Clancy noted that several comments were sent in, which did not state an address or that it was 
for public comment, therefore could not be read the public comment guidelines.  She read the 
remaining comments that met the guidelines.  Comments attached to the end of minutes. 
 
Policies for Review  
EBC - Emergency Plans - 1st reading - School Committee would determine policy, then all the 
necessary stakeholders would be involved in the process/plan that would cover everyone.  An 
approved policy could always be revisited if there are issues that are brought to the School 
Committee’s attention.  It was suggested to change the listing of individual people, to just state 
“leadership team”.  Currently have policy #272, this one is much more detailed.  
 
EBCFA - Face Coverings - 1st reading - SEPAC submitted questions regarding this policy that the 
Policy Subcommittee will review and try to incorporate into the policy.  Suggested change that 
principal will give student “1 warning”, not “a warning”.  
 
BEDB & BEDB-E - Agenda Format / #112 School Committee Agenda 
BEDB - changes from the last meeting were incorporated.  It was suggested to add a line about 
emergency agenda items.  There was discussion about how much time ahead would someone 
request that something be added to the agenda.  
BEDB-E - after approval of minutes, add vote to approve warrant to agenda, as well as add item 
about things that may have come up in the previous 24 hours.  
Members' comments were asked about, other districts did not have this, only had subcommittee 
reports.  This was to streamline meetings.  Information that members wished to let the community 
know could be forwarded to the Chair for the Chairs report.  
 
HA, HB, HF would replace Policy #141 - Pertaining to Collective Bargaining Negotiations 
These set goals, state that SC will abide by Mass General Law, and bargain in good faith.  It also 
talked about making recommendations, who is involved, types of data that can be used.  
 
Ms. Houlihan made a motion to accept into policy as written HA Negotiations Goals, HB Negotiations 
Legal Status, and HF School Committee Negotiating Agents.  These 3 will replace SC policy #141. 
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
 



Members’ Comments 
Budget Subcommittee met yesterday, and were given a presentation that broke down the loss of 
revenue (grant funds, pk, etc)  as well as the covid expenses.  PK will cost about $388,000 to the 
general budget.  Loss of rental revenue, which typically goes towards building maintenance.  Excel 
ended the year in a deficit.  Some small savings with xerox.  This info will be shared with FinCom to 
highlight the broader picture. Town has talked about using some Cares Act funding for the fall Town 
meeting. 
 
Negotiation Subcommittee meeting will be meeting next week 
 
SEPAC Collaboration meeting with the Administration will be September 1st at 7pm. 
 
Communications Subcommittee reviewed the communication plan drafted last year and set priorities. 
They will add more action oriented goals including implementation of the plan.  
 
Policy Subcommittee will be meeting on Monday at 3pm. 
 
Safety Committee - Justin DeMarco went through where each building was in terms of the deep 
cleaning, air purifiers, hydration stations, cares room (originally the isolation room).  A lot of work was 
being done and Mr. DeMarco would be putting together a report that will be shared with staff 
 
Ms. Clancy attended the BOS meeting on Tuesday where they continued discussion from the 
previous meeting on article F regarding general fund budget.  She was disappointed that they passed 
it without considering any of the information that the School Committee had sent.  The Special Town 
Meeting has been changed from Oct. 5th to Oct 3rd outside.  
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Ms. Clark 2nd the motion. 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Jessica Clark - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:06 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 
Approved  
  



Comments received via email that stated to be read for public comment. 
 
Hi School Committee, 
as a fellow volunteer I want to thank you for representing the parents of kids who attend school in Maynard. 

I have a conflict tonight as there is a Rec Commission meeting at the same time but I wanted to find out your 
stance on allowing Fall Sports and to give my feedback on this important topic. 

From what I am hearing, the School Committee was asked to vote on allowing Fall Sports since we as a town 
have mandated remote learning to start with as part of a plan to transition safely back to school. 

MIAA is the sports official body and they are preparing strict return to play rules for all Fall Sports. In soccer, 
this will likely include modified rules and masks and a schedule based on limiting travel to local regions. 

I run an adult team and as you know am involved in Maynard Youth Soccer, I also referee in State 
Tournaments and try and stay closely connected to rules and recommendations. 

I am currently practicing under these modified rules along with thousands of other soccer players in MA and 
other states.  As you know, our state infection rates continue to be low. 

If there are any doubts about allowing our kids to play I want to make sure the parents of kids who want to 
participate get to voice our opinion. 

In the limited conversations I have had, the parents of varsity soccer kids want to be allowed to make our own 
decisions about our kids playing or not based on the rules and conditions set forth by MIAA. 

Please consider voting yes to allow us to each make the decision best for our families and to allow our 
kids to participate in what will be (for some of us) their last season of high school soccer and our last 
chance to see them play as parents. 

thanks, 
Barry Roche 
9 Rice Rd, Maynard, MA 01754. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you for sharing the sample schedule for Green Meadow, and for all of the work everyone has been 
putting in. 
I am a bit concerned that I only see a 30 minute time slot for the lunch/break. I feel like our young learners will 
need more time so the break can incorporate both lunch and recess, particularly if they are going to need to be 
engaged in learning for the longer day shown in the sample schedule. 
 
Thank you, 
Jessica Teague  
2 Whitney Ave 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Maureen Mancini 
13 Amory Ave 
 
Hello, 
Just looking at the sample schedule that is provided, and the way I understand it there will be about 1.5 hours 
of live teaching per day and that would be happening 4 days per week, so 6 hours of teaching per week? 
Is that a correct interpretation? Will every child be afforded the opportunities of small groups and additional 
teaching? I realize the specials aren’t included in this but it seems like mostly independent learning unless I am 
reading it wrong. 
Thank you 


