
 
BRUNSWICK SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 

 
Office of the Superintendent 

46 Federal Street 
Brunswick, Maine  04011 
Telephone (207) 319-1900 

Fax (207) 725-1700 
 

 

September 29, 2020  

 

 

Dear Friends of the Brunswick School Department, 

 

We are nearly one month into what can only be described as a challenging year for our students, our staff, 

and their families, as we continue to learn how to negotiate the ever-changing balance of in-person 

classroom time and distance learning. 

  

And this week, we saw the first positive COVID-19 test of an adult at Harriet Beecher Stowe Elementary 

School (HBS). We knew, as most communities and school districts knew that we would not come through 

the fall without a case of this highly transmittable virus. That said, I’m proud of our staff, administration, 

and school nurse for following all protocols set forth by the Brunswick School Department, the Maine 

Department of Education, and the Maine CDC. We were ready, and we were able to execute our plan 

smoothly, calmly, and efficiently.  

 

We also know, unfortunately, that this won’t be the last case this academic year. But with continued 

diligence of staff, students, and their families around mask-wearing, hand-washing, and physical 

distancing, we can ensure that schools stay open, that students can continue to engage in both classroom 

learning and the corresponding, much-needed social connections that only time “at school” can provide. 

 

You have put your faith in us to do all we can to keep our kids safe while they continue their education. In 

return, here’s our promise to the community of Brunswick:  

 

1. We will follow all protocols set forth by the Maine CDC and our state Department of Education in all 

schools and in all classrooms at all times. 

2. Should someone test positive for COVID-19, we will again be diligent in following the guidelines 

about reporting to the state, contacting families and others who have been exposed; ensuring 

required quarantine measures for staff/teachers/students and others; and testing, contact tracing, 

and disinfection of affected areas/classrooms/buildings. 

3. We will inform the community of all cases and any relevant actions taken in one of three ways: Our 

school notification system (Apptegy), on our website (Brunswicksd.org), and our Facebook page.  
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Thank you all for your support of our young people and their continued education. Thank you for your 

support of our front-line teachers, educational technicians, bus drivers, nurses, custodians, principals, and 

staff, who are working tirelessly to ensure our schools are clean, safe environments for learning. And thank 

you for doing your part to help keep all of us safe here in Brunswick. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Phillip J. Potenziano, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


