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To ACHIEVE so that others may find ways

to attain a successful result
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Board Summary
* Dr. Tim Mitchell, Superintendent
712-484-2212 Central Office
*Mr. Jason Crum, Pre-K-5 Principal
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712-482-6296

Oakland Elementary School

* Mr. Nicholas Kroon 6-12 Principal
712-482-6465

Middle School/ High School

*Mr. Nick Bates Transportation Supervisor
712-482-6215

Bus Garage

Regular School Board Meeting
3rd Monday of the Month
@ 6:30 PM
Intermediate School
Media Center
Friday, October 16, 2020 End of 1st Quarter
October 26 and October 28 Parent-Teacher Conferences
Friday, October 30, 2020 NO SCHOOL

Please know that we have tried to make any information in this publication as accurate as possible.
Information changes daily, if not, hourly. Please don’t hesitate to check out the school’s social media presence
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the school’s website.

Backpack Program

If you know of anyone who is in need of any of the following items,
PLEASE contact the personnel listed below.

Riverside Elementary and Intermediate School students have the opportunity to participate in the BACKPACK PROGRAM again this school
year. The backpack program is designed to provide food for hungry children at times when other resources
are not available, such as during weekends and school vacations.
Food Bank for the Heartland supplies
packs filled with nutritious food for
children to take home on Friday afternoons. Each pack provides two breakfast meals and two lunch or dinner
meals. If you would like your child/
children to participate, please call Jana
Hensley at 484-2291 or email me at
jhensley@riverside.k12.ia.us. Thanks!

Riverside
Class of 2024
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Reminder:
1st Quarter Ends on Friday, October 16.

P-T Conferences October 26 & October 28

NO SCHOOL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
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Mrs. Piro, Riverside Art teacher, is in need of foam egg cartons to use as paint trays at the elementary.
She doesn’t need them right away but she would like to start collecting them now. Thank you in advance!
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We made plastic today!
We learned the ingredients that we used made an irreversible change. We thank Mrs. Lisa Hummel for sharing her pictures with us.

Homecoming 2020
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The Riverside Communities have always been generous when there is a need. The CoVid-19 pandemic has made the need for certain items even greater. We want to
take this opportunity to offer thanks to those individuals and organizations who have helped out the Riverside Schools. Those listed below are by no means the only ones
who have helped; we might not know who you are. OUR THANKS TO ALL.

Ruth Hardy
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4th Graders recently did a lava experiment. Here are a few
photos.
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Hello all,

Joan Scott donated oil pastels for our 4th grade art project

.

October was always one of my favorite months as a classroom teacher.
By October, the students seemed to have settled into their normal routine. Teachers, administrators and other staff start getting into a familiar
groove and school starts running like a well-oiled machine, not to mention Halloween parties and the fun costumes. Fast forward to October 2020! You might
think that I am going to say things are crazy and everything is still confusing.
However, just as in years past, students, teachers and staff have all settled in and
things are as normal as they could be. Once students got back into the process of
"school," things started looking like years past and school started running like a
well-oiled machine again. It has been great to see this as I did worry about how
long it would take.
I have often heard this question this year, "How is your first year going?" I joke
that I couldn't have picked a better year to make the jump from classroom
teacher to principal. In all honestly though, my first few months as principal have
been better than I had ever imagined. Are there things that have come up that
maybe I wasn't expecting? Absolutely, but I look at everything this year as a positive learning experience. This is a year of first for all of us: students, parents and
teachers. We are all experiencing a lot of new things. I sent out an email to staff
and students this past week that expressed my appreciation for everybody's flexibility and patience as we continue to learn and grow through the
school year.
Parent-Teacher Conferences are coming up at the end of the month. Please
watch for information in regards to how those conferences will be held this year.
We have started the discussion about if these will be held virtual or in person. I
promise to get that info out as quickly as possible. As always, if you have questions or need to contact of me, please call either the Oakland or Carson Elementary Schools or send me an email.
Thanks,
Mr. Crum
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Social Media Marketing
This year students are able to take a new class, Social Media Marketing. In this class students are learning the skills needed to create posters/graphics edits. They are responsible for promoting athletic and fine arts events at Riverside. Student work is being featured on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Our thanks to Mr. Johannsen for
the pictures.

Left to right:
Drake Woods, Stacy Bentley, Eli Ryun, Benjamin Schroder, Kaitlyn Parker, Mick
Schroder, Cailee Manzer, Abi Brink, Samantha Beireis, and Wyatt Sparr (not pictured)

Since the school is not allowing outsiders into the building during the day, this also means recruiters. The counselor’s office is sending out the contact information for
the recruiters directly to the students. The students are
responsible to contact the recruiter and line up a time to
zoom/skype at a time that does not interfere with their
education. The time has to be cleared by the classroom
teacher and the counselor’s office, and he will secure a
quiet location for them to have the meeting.
The counselor’s office is also starting to pass along college recruiting contact information. Students can set up
zoom/skype times to meet with the college reps, but will
need to make arrangements ahead of time. Please try to
do it during study hall, make it a working lunch, or clear it
with your classroom teacher prior to the meeting. The
counselor’s office can line up a quiet place for you to
participate in your online meeting. If there is a particular
college that a student wants to meet with, he/she should
sign up outside the counselor’s door and the office will
get the student the contact information. If there are any
questions, please contact the counselor’s office. Chris
Conover, Counselor
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The Junior class will once again be selling Puffin Pastries, Butterhearts and
Pocket Pizzas to fundraise for the
2021 Prom! Sales begin Monday, October 26th through Thursday, November 6th. Delivery date is November
24th. Help support our prom by ordering your favorite flavors from any
Junior class member or contact sponsor, Tammie Shellberg at Riverside High School. Watch the school
website and Facebook pages for information on ordering online.

Mr. Kroon’s October Newsletter
We did it!
We made it to Homecoming 2020, which represents a milestone of 5 full weeks of
school. I find this to be a big deal given all the unknowns heading into this
school year. I really have to hand it to our teachers, coaches, and students for
the compliance and adherence of our new rules set in place. I also want to thank
Pottawattamie County Department of Health, our school nurse, Meridith Martens,
and our AD Darrell Frain. Covid has presented quite the challenge for all the
listed above, and I have felt they answered and continue to answer the bell. I
think the process we have found to happen when a positive Covid case is worth
sharing.
When we are notified of a student testing for Covid, that student is kept at home
until the test results come back. If we are notified of a positive test, our team
jumps into action. Mrs. Martens works directly with public health and provides
rosters and seating charts per request. She also notifies them of school sponsored activities that the student is in. From here, the Department of Health will
contact coaches and activity sponsors to assess their routines and practices.
The department of health takes all of this data/information plus that of the student who tested positive with Covid-19, and determines who is/are primary contacts. The department then alerts us to who is supposed to be quarantined and
how long. We rely heavily and almost solely on their expertise. The Department
of Health, along with the school, will contact primary contacts, and let them know
the date of his/her reentry to school. It is a lot of coordination, but it has been
proven in every case that students wearing a mask in school that are close to an
individual who has tested positive for Covid 19, are NOT being quarantined. I am
thankful that our school has decided to require masks, and I feel that has allowed
many students to attend school and participate in school activities safely.
I also want to say thank you to Karla
Keener and her cheerleaders, Alex Oliver
and Melanie McQueen and their STUCO,
Amanda Brandon and her band, and the
City of Carson for their roles in our
Homecoming Activities. These activities
include the week-long dress up days, the
6-12 Pep Rally that we just had at the
football field, and our parade that will
happen today at 2:00 pm. It was a typical
Homecoming Week, but I felt our team
did a great job of representing and keeping it as close to “normal” as possible.
As always, thanks for your continued support...and GO BULLDOGS!
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The 2020 Class of Inductees into the Riverside Hall of Fame was formally inducted into the hall of fame on Thursday, September 24 at 4 PM in the MS/
JS school auditorium. We thank Dr. Mitchell for the information presented below.

Those in attendance at the ceremony were as follows:
Left to Right: Don Kash, Jan Harris (Dick Harris), Francis Rollins (1949 Oakland Yellowjackets,
Veva Larson, Merle Larson, Edward Keast (Bret Keast)
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Elementary Book Fair! Shop
online between
October 19-November 1
www.scholastic.com/fair
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You Can Call Me HAL: Changes in the Riverside
Gifted Program (Bonnie Kramer)
Over the years, many names have been tried
out for the gifted program at Riverside. GATE
(Gifted And Talented Education), GEAR (Gifted
Education At Riverside), and ELP (Extended
Learning Program) have all been considered
but none of them have stuck like TAG
(Talented And Gifted.) This year, however, the
program will be known as HAL.
HAL stands for High Ability Learners. This
name better reflects the students being served
in the Riverside program as the school incorporates a talent development model. “Talent
development focuses on the whole child and
recognizes that providing appropriate opportunities for learning and achievement enhances
psychological health. Gifted children can have
special psychological needs due to a mismatch
between their abilities and propensities and
available environmental supports.” That is
from the National Association for Gifted Children position statement, November 2, 2015.
Local norms are used for placement rather
than comparing students to statewide or national norms. Without state-level standardized
assessment scores due to COVID19, data gathering looks a bit different than in previous
years, but literacy and math achievement, as
well as higher-order thinking skills and creative
thinking skills demonstrated in the classroom,
are all considered, as well as motivation to
learn.

OES Winter Program Goes Virtual
Kramer

Bonnie

Music is alive within the walls of Oakland
Elementary School, but even though the joyful sounds are still heard, much about the
program is different this year. The most
noticeable change will occur in December
when the gym-packing all-school winter program will be virtual instead of live.
With COVID19 guidelines, students are staying with their own cohort, or bubble, all day
with specialists moving from room to room.
For music classes, this also means students
are singing lightly with masks on, and any
movement done must consider the space in
individual classrooms.
This year’s program, “Around the World at
Christmas Time,” will feature each classroom singing a song or two from a specific
country, with 2nd-grade speakers sharing
customs from that country. These will be
recorded and edited into a video for families
to enjoy together at home. It is hoped that
guidelines will change and a live all-school
music program will be held in March for Music in Our Schools Month. Keep watching the
school newsletter and website for more information.

Riverside HAL program currently has 85 students on the roster, with 51 of those currently
being served in a once-weekly pullout program
centering on independent interest-based projects ranging from dolphins to the scientific
method, binary numbers to entrepreneurship.
They will be utilizing technology tools and communicating with experts in the community or
through services like Skype-a-Scientist.
Those not in pull-out groups still have needs
met through accelerated class choices, extracurricular activities, and monthly check-ins
from the HAL coordinator, Mrs. Bonnie Kramer.
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The Cross Country photos are furnished by Yearbook Class members Kelly Clevenger and Cailee Manzer. Other photos, unless denoted, are attributed
to members of the Yearbook class as well. THANK YOU!

22

The Riverside Yearbook Staff typically travels to businesses during
the day to sell ad spaces for the yearbook. Unfortunately due to
COVID regulations, we are unable to visit with businesses face-toface. If you would like to purchase an ad, complete the information
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We have transitioned to the Summer Food Service
Program. That means ALL students
eat free breakfast and lunch until Dec. 31 2020
(subject to available funding).
Milk IS REQUIRED on EVERY tray. The students
will be charged for any extras such as a
2nd entree item, milk and a la carte.
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