
REFERENDUM FACTS
WESTBY AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

What is on the ballot?
Question 1: Asks for authorization to 
exceed the revenue limit by $1,200,000, 
$1,500,000, and $1,800,000 over a three-
year period beginning with the 2021-
22 school year to sustain educational 
programs and to operate the District.

Question 2: Asks for authorization to 
borrow $11,950,000 for safety, security, 
and site improvements, including secure 
entrances; ADA accessibility updates; 
building infrastructure and capital 
maintenance improvements; renovations 
for career and technical education, 
and an addition and renovation of the 
greenhouse at Westby Area High School.

Our Students, Our Communities,  
Our Future!
After nearly two years of facilities planning and staff and 
community engagement, the Westby Area School District 
School Board approved two referendum questions for the 
November 3 General Election. The plan is grounded in our 
strategic vision of high levels of academic and social-emotional 
growth for all Westby Area students.

    CALL the District Office at  
608-634-0101

  EMAIL referendum@westby-norse.org

   VISIT www.westby-norse.org

    ATTEND a Referendum Information 
Meeting on September 29  
or October 22 

Being Good Stewards of Our  
Current Facilities

Enhancing Safety and Security

Investing in Learning Spaces to Meet 
Today’s Educational Needs

Leveraging our Financial Window  
of Opportunity

FOUR PLANNING PILLARS

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Our Students, Our Communities, Our Future! 
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What are the needs?

How was this plan developed?

Safety & Security Enhancements
Enhance secure entries at each school building to better control and monitor visitor access.

Infrastructure Upgrades
Upgrade inefficient building systems (plumbing, heating and ventilation, electrical) that 
have exceeded their useful life, and replace aging roof sections. 

Educational Space Updates
Update high school Family & Consumer Science and Career & Technical Education spaces 
and expand and renovate the existing greenhouse to better support curriculum.

Site Improvements
Improve site traffic flow, including designated drop-off/pick-up lanes at the high school; 
increase number of parking spaces; and address stormwater challenges.

Spring 2019
Needs assessment, 
staff focus groups, and 
School Board workshop 
conducted

Summer 2019
Facilities Study report 
completed by Bray 
Architects

Winter 2019
Feedback gathered 
from three community 
listening sessions

Spring 2020 
Community-wide 
facilities survey sent; 
School Board receives 
survey results

A survey was mailed to all district residents in March 2020. Results helped guide the District’s planning efforts.

of all resident respondents 
would support an operational 
referendum to maintain current 
programs and services 

of all resident respondents 
would support a capital 
referendum for the 
recommended projects

What is the proposed project timeline?

SURVEY SAYS

Construction/Additions July 2021 - June 2022
Complete
Aug. 2022

Renovation/Infrastructure
May 2022 - Aug. 2022

Design Dec. 2020 - June 2021VOTE
Nov. 3 

2020 2021 2022
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1    Secure Entry and Main Office Addition

2    Family & Consumer Science  
 Renovation

3   Band Room Renovation for ADA

4   Career & Tech Ed Renovation

5   Greenhouse Addition/Renovation

Proposed plans
WESTBY AREA HIGH SCHOOL

Existing

New Construction

Renovation

Key

COON VALLEY  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1    Secure Entry and Main Office Addition

2    Conference Room Renovation

1

2Not pictured:

  WESTBY  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

           Secure Entry Enhancements

  WESTBY  
MIDDLE SCHOOL

           Secure Entry Enhancements
N
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How will this affect taxes?

Why now?
We considered suspending our facilities planning efforts because of the pandemic; however, we are bringing 
two referendum questions to the community at this time for the following reasons:

 »  The 2018 operational referendum expires after the 2020-21 school year. The renewal is required to sustain 
current educational programs and to operate the District.

 »  While well-maintained, many large-scale facility and educational needs have been delayed for years due 
to budget limitations.  

 »  We are in a time of historically low interest rates for borrowing, which reduces the overall cost to taxpayers.

 »  The District’s early repayment of existing debt allows for investment in the proposed projects with  
a projected minimal increase over the 2020-21 mill rate.

 » District-wide community survey results showed support for both the operational and capital referenda.

Please join us for an upcoming information meeting to learn about the 
proposed referendum plan, take an optional tour, and get your questions 
answered. Information meetings will be in-person with virtual access. 

Masks are required due to the state health department order. We are actively 
monitoring the pandemic in our area, and meetings may be subject to change due 
to health conditions. Please check the District website and Facebook for up-to-date 
information, or call the District Office at 608-634-0101.

SEPTEMBER 29
7:00-8:00 PM
Westby Area Performing Arts Center

Scan for 
referendum
information 
page

REFERENDUM INFORMATION MEETINGS

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Combined Existing Operational 
and Debt Mill Rate 

$9.90 $10.68 $10.90

Budget Years Hypothetical Budget

New Combined Operational 
and Debt Mill Rate
(Question 1 and Question 2)

If both referendum 
questions pass, the 
projected mill rate for 
school taxes would 
remain at or near $10.90 
per $1,000 of equalized 
property value.

The 2018 operational referendum expires in 2021.  Assumptions: Hypothetical debt is assumed to be amortized over 20 years at 
planning interest rates of 3.50%; and mill rate is based on 2019 and estimated 2020 Equalized Valuations with annual growth of 
0.00% thereafter.  These are planning estimates only. Significant changes in market conditions will require adjustments to current 
financing plan. Prepared by RW Baird. 
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OCTOBER 22
7:00-8:00 PM
Coon Valley Elementary Gym


