
September 29, 2020 
 
Dear Slate Valley Families, 
 
I am reaching out to update you on a few items.  First, the Cross-State Travel map changed 
again today and many of the NY counties that border Vermont now require a 14 day quarantine 
if you travel there for non-essential activity.  This includes Washington, Essex, Warren and 
Saratoga Counties.  Please know that as a school district we are required to enforce these rules 
by the Department of Health.   This means that if your child travels to any of these areas for 
non-essential activities such as but not limited to apple picking, dance lessons, sports, 
funerals, etc they will be required to quarantine and will not be allowed to attend school in 
person.  If you have a question regarding this please call the Vermont Department of Health or 
visit the website https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel.  
 
Secondly, schools in the state have been considering having remote learning days instead of 
our traditional snow days.  As a district we carefully considered this option.  However, we felt 
with all of the changes that are going on in our schools due to COVID, we are going to continue 
to treat snow days as we always have, a day off for students.  
 
Finally, last weekend Vermont school districts moved to Stage III in their Reopening Plans.  This 
did not bring with it huge changes in Slate Valley as we are already in-person daily for most of 
our grade levels.  Even though things are going well in the implementation of our plan and 
thankfully we do not have any COVID cases, we can expect that at some point in the year we 
may have a COVID case.  This would mean that a school may have to go into remote learning 
virtually overnight for a short period of time.  I know this will be hard on families and I want to 
make sure that we are all prepared for it.  Our staff have been preparing for this and also 
teaching routines in the classroom so that students are better prepared for remote learning than 
they were in the spring.  Below is our Quick Guide to the differences between each reopening 
phase: https://5il.co/lm4m 
 
As always, thank you for your understanding, patience and continued support!  
 
Be well, 
 
 
Brooke Olsen-Farrell 
Superintendent  
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