
To:   Citizens of Julesburg 

From:  Shawn Ehnes, Superintendent of Schools 

RE: BEST Grant New School Project Question and Answer 

 

As you may be aware, Julesburg School District was selected as the 1st Alternate lease/purchase school 

project to be funded as part of the 2020 Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST ) Grant Cycle.   Building a 

new school facility is part of our ongoing effort to provide our students with the safest and highest 

quality educational experience possible.  Therefore, the district submitted a BEST grant to build a new 

(PK-12) single campus school facility adjacent to a new athletic complex on a new site.   The total cost 

for the entire project will be $39,976,085.  The BEST grant will provide state funds totaling $33,254,615, 

83% of the total funds needed.  To bring the grant to fruition, the citizens of the Julesburg School District 

will vote on November 3 as to whether the community will pass a $6,721,470 (20 year) bond, 17% of the 

total funds needed. 

The decision to submit a grant to build a new school was done after several years of planning and was 

driven by community feedback throughout the entire planning process.  Currently, the BEST Grant 

program is the only viable option for most rural Colorado school districts to build new facilities.  The 

following Q and A was created to answer a series of frequently-asked questions about the BEST grant, 

the bond election and the new school building project: 

Question:  What will the New School Project include? 

Answer: The plan is to build a new, state of the art, single campus, PK-12, School Facility on the 

southwest corner at the junction of Hwy 11 and Hwy 138 known as the Campbell Subdivision.   

Constructing a brand-new football field and stadium, all-weather track and gymnasium for use by the 

school and community is included in the plan.  The project will be turnkey, meaning that in addition to a 

new school building and sports complex, the project will provide our teachers and students with 21st 

century school and classroom designed learning environments that will be fully equipped with the latest 

furnishings, equipment and technology to effectively support teaching and learning in our rapidly and 

ever-changing society.  Before any design or construction starts, there will extensive hydrology and soil 

analysis completed to ensure that any flooding concerns will be resolved in the design phase of the 

project. In addition, there will be extensive traffic studies completed to ensure that all street and/or 

highway entrances/exits are designed in a manner that meet strict CDOT traffic safety standards to 

ensure safe travel to and from the new school site for our students, families and visitors. 



Question: What will happen to the current school land and buildings? 

Answer:  The School Board is working with the Town Board to swap land and repurpose any useful 

school buildings for community use, current school buildings unable to be repurposed will be 

demolished as the final phase of the project. 

Question:  Why go to a single campus?  

Answer:  Safety for students and staff was at the forefront of all our planning efforts.  Based upon a 

series of community meetings, it became obvious that to solve all of our major safety issues we needed 

to bring our current 3 campus situation into a single campus on a new larger site.  The single campus 

design will eliminate the daily need for our students and staff to walk between the three (3) campuses 

that are 3-10 blocks away from each other to eat lunch, participate in music rehearsals, go the gym or go 

the track for PE or sports practices.  Students walking between schools has resulted in dog bites, slip and 

fall accidents and situations where our students felt unsafe as result of being followed and harassed.  A 

new single campus located on new larger site will also allow us to provide safe bus and parent drop off 

zones so our students no longer have to be dropped off on dangerous, busy city streets when entering 

our school buildings daily. 

QUESTION:  Why not just build a new Elementary School? 

Answer:  By the time a new school will be built, our Elementary School and High School Gym will be 

nearly 70 years old, the Jr./Sr. High School Building will be nearly 50 years old.  While the Elementary 

School certainly has more issues, all of our current School Buildings have significant safety and 

mechanical issues and have or will in the near future reach the end of their useful life. The cost to our 

taxpayers will be $6,721,470 and would be no less if we were only building a new Elementary School.  

So, the community feedback, during the planning process, was to move forward with a plan to replace 

both schools, “2 new schools for the price of 1” and address all the safety, building and mechanical 

issues for all of our students and staff at both school buildings.  The new single campus design solves 

100% of the numerous challenges to all of our current facilities for the same cost to our taxpayers.  

Therefore, the feedback we received from the community, during the planning process, was that it 

would fiscally irresponsible to not remedy all of our school facility issues at both school buildings since 

we have the opportunity to do so without any additional cost to our taxpayers. 

Question:  What were the main factors that led to the decision to pursue a BEST Grant to build a new 

school? 

Answer:  With most older school facilities like ours, the problems and challenges that exist are many and 

costly to remedy.  It is no longer fiscally responsible to spend millions of dollars to replace expensive 

systems in our current school buildings that are reaching the end of their useful life.  These failing 

building infrastructure systems need a long-term solution not a temporary “Band-Aid” fix, a new single 

campus school will provide that long-term solution and enable us to provide a safe and high-quality 

teaching and learning environment for our students and staff devoid of the following issues: 

• No safe entry vestibule to keep visitors from gaining access to the entire school when allowed to 

enter the front door of both schools. 

• No safe drop off zone for students, currently students are dropped off on busy city streets at 

both schools. 



• Out of date/failing/non-existent fire detection, alarm and sprinkler systems at both schools. 

• Out of date/failing/non-existent security camera surveillance and alarm systems at both schools. 

• Inadequate or non-existent wall and ceiling insulation makes temperature control difficult in 

extreme weather conditions. 

• Heating, cooling, and ventilation systems do not always function efficiently or effectively. 

• Plumbing systems often fail, causing offensive and unsanitary sewer backups in schools. 

• Electrical panels and distribution in classrooms are inadequate and overwhelmed. 

• Access for staff, students and community with disabilities is lacking or unsafe. 

• Roofing systems, windows and doors are failing and need to be replaced 

• Concrete sidewalks and parking areas are failing and need to be replaced 

Question:  As a taxpayer, how much extra will I have to pay on my property taxes? 

Answer:  It depends on the type of property. Here is simple breakdown based on 2019 taxes ; more 

specific information related to your personal tax impact can be obtained by the contacting the assessors 

office. 

Property Type    Monthly Cost  

Residential per $100,000 Valuation    $   8.77  

Commercial per $50,000 Valuation    $ 17.75 

Per 160 Acres Dryland    $ 11.89 

Per 130 Acres Sprinkler    $ 24.30 

Per 160 Acres Pasture    $   1.85 

Question:  What happens if Julesburg passes the upcoming Bond Election but remains an “alternate” 

funded project with BEST and does not receive the $39.9 million grant from the state this year? 

Answer: Property taxes would not be increased and no extra taxes would be collected, even though the 

bond passed, unless and until a $39.9 million BEST Grant is received by the Julesburg School District 

resulting from future BEST Grant Application Cycles.  The Julesburg School District will apply in the 2021 

BEST Grant Application Cycle if we are not funded this year as an alternate project. By passing the Bond 

election this year, we will be well positioned in the next 2021 BEST Grant application cycle, with 

required bond matching funds in-hand, showing strong community support, our chances to be funded 

will be highly likely based upon our 1st alternate status this year. 

Question:  Where can I find out more? 

Answer: A community-based campaign committee is sharing information, answering questions and 

hosting community informational meetings and forums. All citizens of Julesburg are encouraged to 

become informed about the new school project being pursued by the Julesburg School District in order 

to cast an informed vote on the bond issue that will be on the November 3rd election ballot.  Please do 

not hesitate to contact superintendent, Shawn Ehnes, at any time with questions or additional 

information via email ehnes@julesburg.org or phone (970) 474-3365 ext. #3322.  

mailto:ehnes@julesburg.org

