
Multi-Tiered System of Supports
The vision of the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is every student ready for career, college, and life.  
The Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a theory of action framework that structures services to help all students 
achieve that goal. MTSS offers three levels of academic and non-academic instruction and supports, depending on 
individual student needs.

✓ Key components of MTSS include universal screening, tiered interventions, progress monitoring,
and data-based decision-making.

✓ The success of MTSS depends on continuous monitoring through a quality-improvement process.

✓ OSPI has developed agency-wide performance indicators to monitor the success of the system.

A SMALL NUMBER
of students can benefit from 
intensive Tier III instruction and 
supports (such as those provided 
through community partnerships 
and specialized programs to 
provide more intensive or 
accelerated academic, career, 
behavioral, and/or mental health 
supports).  These students 
may need case management 
or accelerated instruction in 
addition to Tier I services.

SOME students can benefit
from supplemental Tier II 
instruction and supports (such 
as a reading or math intervention 
or behavioral check-in). These 
students are identified as needing 
more intensive or accelerated 
academic, career, behavioral, and/
or mental health interventions in 
addition to Tier I services.

ALL students benefit from
school-wide Tier I instruction 
and supports (such as teaching 
academic and behavioral 
expectations, career and technical 
competencies, and social 
emotional skills) to be prepared 
for career, college, and life.
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Mission
To provide funding, resources, tools, data,  

and technical assistance that enable educators to ensure 
students succeed in our public schools, are prepared  

to access post-secondary training and education,  
and are equipped to thrive in their careers and lives. 

Performance Indicators

Adopted June 2014

Achievement
• The	percentage	of	students	demonstrating	the
characteristics	of	entering	kindergartners	in	all	six
areas	as	identified	by	the	Washington	Kindergarten
Inventory	of	Developing	Skills	(WaKIDS)

• The	percentage	of	students	meeting	standard
on	the	3rd,	8th	and	11th	grade	statewide	English
Language	Arts	(ELA)	and	math	assessments,	and
8th-grade	statewide	science	assessment

• Percentage	of	students	making	adequate	growth
toward	proficiency	in	ELA/math	as	determined	by
Student	Growth	Percentiles	in	4th	and	6th	grades

• The	percentage	of	students	enrolled	and	the
percentage	who	earned	high	school	credits	in
Algebra	I/Integrated	Math	I	by	the	end	of	8th	grade,
and	by	the	end	of	9th	grade

• The	percentage	of	students	meeting	standard	on	all
state	assessments	required	for	graduation,	by	the
end	of	10th	grade

• The	percentage	of	students	enrolled	in	dual	credit
programs	and	the	percentage	of	students	who
earned	dual	credits	and	certificates	(e.g.,	AP,	IB,
Running	Start,	Tech	Prep)

• The	percentage	of	students	who	took	the	SAT	and
ACT,	and	the	average	SAT	and	ACT	scores	earned

• The	percentage	of	high	school	graduates	who
were	academically	prepared	and	attended	post-
secondary	education	institutions	within	one	year
of	graduating	high	school

• The	percentage	of	students	who	accessed	financial
aid	for	college

• Percentage	of	students	who	persisted	in	post-
secondary	programs	and	completed	certificates
and	degrees

Dropout Prevention and Graduation
• Four-year	and	five-year	graduation	rates

• ELA,	math,	and	science	course	failure	rates
in	9th	grade

• Suspensions	and	expulsions

• Attendance,	especially	chronic	absenteeism


