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Happy Saturday Everyone,
I hope your weekend is off to a great start. Congratulations to all our seniors who are being recognized in sports this Fall season. We are all
appreciative of your hard work both in athletics and in the classroom.

Maranacook News
For Faculty, Families, Students and Community
September 21st - September 25th

Thank you everyone for another really good week at Maranacook. Students have settled into the
routines in the building and for the most part, things are going very well. Everyone involved with
moving the high school forward is working hard to provide instruction both in-person and remotely.
It's been truly quite a task. I'm appreciative and proud of everyones efforts, which includes every
staff member, students and families. It has not been an easy process by any means, but everyone
has worked together and has been positive in supporting each other. Thank you.
We continue to strive for 100% accurate attendance. Per the state, as with many things, high
schools are held to higher standard than other grade levels. We take and report attendance five
times a day, which includes advisory and all classes except student support when remote. Again,
not easy thing when you are taking attendance for cohort A, B, C and D all within the same period.
It is important whether your student is in-person or remote that they are checking into class right at
beginning. Students who do not log into Google Classroom or Zoom on time are marked absent.
An automated phone call home goes home at 2:30 pm to notify parents of their student’s
absences. If your student is out sick or has an appointment please call the front office even if they
are remote.
Many classrooms are conducted through Zoom and students are expected to follow all school rules
on Zoom. This means that the dress code should be followed, students should treat everyone with
respect, they should be in an appropriate setting and to class on time. It is important that students
set themselves up for success on Zoom by creating a space at home where they can be prepared
to learn.
In the coming weeks and months, as a school and perhaps campus and district we will work on reidentifying our core values. This doesn't mean they will change, but instead we want to make sure
they still represent what we believe Maranacook to be, and also support us in living by them. In
addition to the the core values, we will work on identifying competencies we want students to have
when they graduate from Maranacook through Portrait of a Graduate. We started this in the spring
and then it got disrupted. It will be a collaborative process and I will share more as the framework is
built. I'm looking forward to everyone being part of the process.

Gratefully,
Dr. Conway
Principal

Congratulations! To
our amazing food
service staff

Let’s Go!, an obesity prevention initiative, would like to congratulate you and your cafeteria staff for
achieving 2020 Let’s Go! Smarter Lunchroom recognition at Maranacook Community High School.
This recognition program honors school lunchrooms that are implementing best practices that
reduce waste and increase participation. Many of these low-to-no cost environmental changes help
nudge students to make healthier choices. We applaud the efforts of Jen Hall who oversees the
Let’s Go! Smarter Lunchrooms work. Reaching this status is no easy task! Your staff has
showcased their commitment to creating a healthy cafeteria by submitting their Smarter
Lunchrooms Scorecard, even during extra challenging times. The work of the school nutrition
professionals has been incredible.
In the 2020-2021 school year, Let’s Go! will continue to partner with your school nutrition program
to support efforts in reaching their Let’s Go! nutrition goals, while also providing opportunities for
training in culinary skills and increased food quality.
The Let’s Go! program is proud to work with schools like yours and we hope you will continue to
promote a healthy, high energy lunchroom.

Get to Know Our MCHS Team
Hello my name is Sheryl O’Donoghue and I have been part of
Maranacook Community High School for 13 years now. I teach
chemistry to senior and junior students, I am an advisor to the
class of 2024, and I am the Learning Leader for the subjects of
science and health. I grew up in upstate New York in an area
quite rural, much like Maine, and graduated from Hamilton
College with a BA in biochemistry. After college I moved to the
suburbs of Boston for almost a decade with my husband where

I worked at a very large high school and completed my Master’s
and CAS degrees. (I happened to attend a couple Patriot
games while there including the ever famous “Snow Bowl”
against the Oakland Raiders) I chose to move back to a rural
area because of the friendlier atmosphere it provided and to
work in a smaller school setting in which students and staff were
known people and valued members. Maranacook is just such a
place because it prioritizes community, relationships, and
academic excellence for a well rounded educational experience.
My interests are varied but if I were to arrange a dinner party
with any four guests they would be Benjamin Franklin, Marie
Curie, Johnny Carson, and Lucille Ball. Benjamin Franklin
because he was an inventor, scientist, flamboyant statesman,
and his knowledge of American history would be second to
none. Madame Curie because she was an amazing scientist in
both chemistry and physics, an incredible inventor, a
humanitarian, a pioneer for women in the field of science, and
she was Polish like me. I would also invite Johnny Carson and
Lucille Ball because life is not all about science and laughter is
a gift I never tire of. If given the chance to swap places with
anyone for a single day, I would choose to be an astronaut on
the International Space Station. The experience would be awe
inspiring and humbling. Seeing the vastness of space and the
Earth from afar I imagine would be peaceful and life changing. I
want to see more of the world before I die- I would like to travel
to Europe, Australia, South America and Africa. If time and cost
allowed, I would also like to travel to space, but that is probably
too far off!
When I am not working I love spending time with my family, both
immediate and extended. I am most alive when I’m with my
loved ones. Sometimes that involves travel, competition in
sports, Scrabble, swimming, skiing, or just having tea.

Guidance
Sara has started to meet with seniors for their senior meetings where we discuss their postsecondary plans and any support they need in the process. It is really important that seniors show
up to their meetings, rescheduling will be difficult. While we did not have an official add/drop period
this semester, we are at the point in the school year where it is too late to make schedule changes.
We can still make changes in extenuating circumstances, however, a dropped class will now show
up as a “W” on student transcripts. As a reminder, any student taking an Advanced Placement
course needs to register that course on My AP. Students should have received course codes from

their teachers.
This fall, GEAR UP Maine is visiting with several colleges virtually via Zoom. Register now to visit
the University of Southern Maine on Wednesday, September 30th, through a virtual campus visit.
During the visit, you will learn about college topics, explore the campus, and connect with a
representative from the school. At each session, two winners will be awarded a prize just for
attending! As an added bonus, at the end of each session, all participants are entered into a larger
raffle for AirPods. Each session is guaranteed to be fun and interactive! Sign up today for the
University of Southern Maine. You will receive a sign up email for more schools soon!
Session 1 details:
University of Southern Maine
Wednesday, September 30 from 3-5 pm
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!
After registering, you will receive the session Zoom link!
Save the date for these future sessions:
Session 2 - October 7: University of Maine at Augusta
Session 3 - October 14: University of Maine at Farmington
Session 4 - October 21: Husson University
Attention Seniors: On October 5th, Wendy Thompson of Westport Educational Consulting is
hosting a Zoom Q&A session called “Everything You Wanted to Know About College Admissions.”
This Zoom session will answer all your questions about college admissions, even the ones you’ve
been afraid to ask! You might be wondering: When should I start planning for college? How many
colleges should I apply to? Or, how can I write a great college essay? Get answers to these
questions and others from an admissions expert.
Wendy served on the admissions staff at Bowdoin College from 2000-2012, where she evaluated
thousands of applications and conducted hundreds of interviews. Her admissions career spans
thirty years and she has been advising students in the college search, selection, and application
process since 2003.
Date/Time: 10/5/2020 at 7:00 PM
Zoom meeting link: https://zoom.us/j/92761999802?
pwd=SHFBaUFyem1Cc0RnWmZxOWZDTGxsdz09
Meeting ID: 927 6199 9802
Passcode: 67KUS3

JMG (Jobs for Maine Grads)
This week in JMG, students learned about storytelling. As Mr. Smith explained in class, telling a
story about something “bad” that happened/happens to you won’t change what happened.
However, storytelling has the remarkable power to completely change our whole relationship with
what happened. JMG believes to be successful in your professional life, you must learn how to be
at peace with your personal life. Students practiced this by choosing a random photo that Mr. Smith
laid out, and wrote a 6 word story about it. Students only wrote 6 words because it forces them to
really think about the weight of their language when telling the story. Then, students found or drew
a picture that represented their life or a heavy situation that has been weighing on them. Then they
wrote a personal 6 word story about that situation and picture. The quality of these were incredible!
Mr. Smith will be hanging them up in his room.

Maranacook Alternative Program (MAP)
In Math students are working on their individual course curriculum. Freshman are working on TwoWay Frequency Tables and Interpreting Relative Frequencies, Sophomores are working on
Triangle Similarity and Solving Proportions, and Juniors & Seniors are working on Naming, Adding,
and Subtracting Polynomials. In Humanities, students explored various pivotal events which
contributed to the escalating conflict between the Colonies and Great Britain and resulted in the
crafting of the Declaration of Independence. We also started our text study of Hamilton, the
musical, with a close reading of the opening number. In LEAD this week students completed a 16
Personalities assessment and discussed the strengths and weaknesses of their personalities. As a
group students completed a conflict management activity in relation to their personality type.
Students discussed what this all means for their success in school, life, and their relationships with
others.

English
Mrs. Moran and Mrs. Jones’ English 9 Classes: Students continued to practice living the literary
lifestyle by engaging with independent reading, guided discussions, and various writing exercises.
Similarly, students continued their exploration of how various literary elements function in fiction.
Using Jason Reynolds’ contemporary short story, “Eraser Tattoo”, as mentor text, students
engaged in a close-reading focused specifically on the element of setting.Mr. Brigham’s English
10 has continued our exploration of folktales, learning some characteristics of folktales and some
terminology related to these stories. We have explored two Passamaquoddy folktales, “Koluskap
Frees the Water” and “When Koluskap Left the Earth”. We will next be moving into some folktales
from other parts of the world before finishing our unit with a project comparing versions the same of
folktale told in different times and/or places. Mrs. Guillemette’s AP Language students started
their book clubs, reading a variety of memoirs including Just Mercy, Born a Crime, The Other Wes
Moore, and A Most Beautiful Thing. As a class we are looking at two memoir essays and analyzing
how rhetoric is used to convey an author’s central message. Ms. Chadborune’s English
11 students are continuing to read and analyze The Crucible which was written as an allegory for

11 students are continuing to read and analyze The Crucible which was written as an allegory for
McCarthyism. Students will not only analyze the text but the larger themes of the play itself. AP Lit
students are continuing to delve into Frankenstein as they work on improving their skills in higher
level thinking and deep analysis. They are also practicing Socratic Seminar style Zooms during
class with students from Cohorts A, B, and C all on the same call in order to attempt to give every
student the same learning and growing experiences that are cultivated by Socratic Seminars.
Mrs. Moran’s Creative Writing students began exploring ideas for their short stories and focused
specifically on the craft element of setting to guide their thinking. We are looking forward to working
in synchronous writing groups later in the week to practice the writing workshop process. Students
will spend next week drafting their stories and looking at character development.

World Language
Señora Frey: All classes have vocabulary quizzes this week--Spanish 2 on home and family,
Spanish 3 on technology and cell phones, and Spanish 4-5 on pastimes, games, parks and fun
activities. Spanish 4-5 students are writing journals every week and learning how to be critical of
their Spanish work. Next week they will be writing about what they will do by the year 2040!
Spanish 3 is learning imperfect tense, and will soon be contrasting it with the other past tense to
narrate past events. They are also making Flipgrid videos about their cell phones. Spanish 2 is
learning idiomatic expressions with tener (to have), talking about what belongs to them and others
with possessive adjectives, and next week will be making Flipgrid videos about their families.
Herr Fecteau: German had a great week, while we continue to fight through the layers of rust.
German 2 is working on review with introductions, flags/countries, and will soon be starting a heavy
review of the theme ’school’. German 4/5/6 are pressing ahead with hefty verb tense reviews. We
are laying it on pretty thick, so they are ready to tackle complex readings and cultural topics as we
continue along. Dr. McLaren: This week we’ve been talking in class about how different kinds of
weather make us feel. French 3 students are moving ahead with writing about their interests, while
French 1 are already extending familiar words and phrases into sentences. We visited with UMA
via Zoom to register and earn college credit for French classes. Parents will be receiving a
permission form to sign once enrollment is complete.

Advisee
Master Advisors met on Tuesday to discuss the 2020-2021 school year and how to continue to
enrich advisory. It was decided to postpone Fall Advisee Day Out and we will look at it again in
January. We are in the process of developing a monthly calendar that will help advisors to focus
weaving in the Social and Emotional Curriculum we have been designing for Advisee Time .As
always please reach out to Advisors if you need support with anything, we are here to help.

Social Studies
Mr. DeMillo: In Psychology, students are learning about the research method and how it is used in
psychology, and how unlike science, there are a myriad of issues when it comes to the ethics of

psychology, and how unlike science, there are a myriad of issues when it comes to the ethics of
research and gathering data. We will then watch the Stanford Prison Experiment as an example of
poor ethics in research. Mr. Gower: AP US History Students are working on National History Day
projects and analyzing primary sources related to the American Revolution. AP Psychology
students have been learning about the structures and functions of the brain and the story of how
Phineas Gage’s brain injury revolutionized the study of the Brain. Mr. Sirois: In CP Global Studies
students are beginning to learn about the Five Themes of Geography. Students are then applying
what they learn about the Five Themes to their country of study which was assigned to them based
on their interests. The main source students are using for research is the CIA World Factbook,
which offers data and descriptions on nearly every country in the world. Mr. Streeter: U. S. History
classes are looking at the English colonies and their impact on the New World. Also students are
investigating their NHD projects with finding resources for their topics, selecting their format for
presenting their knowledge and writing thesis statements for the projects.

Math
Mrs. Graziano has been working with a number of different students one on one. One student is
working on SAT Prep, one who worked on Khan Academy over the summer and needed some
review of that work, as well as various students getting supplemental support to our courses. Mrs.
Graziano has been working in Ms. Harman’s Algebra 1 Part 1 class. Calculus students have
started a unit on Trigonometry! Ms. Harman’s Algebra 1 Part 1 is working on one step equations
and finishing up their integer math confidence. Geometry CP finished the vocabulary unit on
Geometric Figures and is starting on translations of figures on a graph. Algebra 1 Part 2 is
reviewing fraction equivalents and are beginning to go over slope to get ready to graph linear
equations. Mrs. Cormier’s Algebra 2 students completed a pre-assessment to gauge where
students are at. This helps Mrs. Cormier know where to start with her students. Students did some
review but for many of them it is coming back to them very quickly! Mr. Babbitt’s Algebra 2 CP
class also completed a pre-assessment and are starting the year off with some review. Mr.
Babbitt’s Honors Geometry class is looking into multi-step transformation. In Problem Solving
students are investigating the properties of Number Theory! Also, Math Team is still going to
happen this year! It will be remote! If you’d like to join get in touch with Mr. Babbitt! Mr. Morin’s
College Algebra just finished an exponents unit and are now working on the addition, subtraction
and classification of polynomials. Algebra 1 CP class is working on the distributive property, like
terms, and a little review. Honors Algebra 1 just finished up equations and are going to begin
looking at ratios and absolute value equations.

Technology
Mr. Dorman: Tech and Career are using new types of collaboration in google classroom via chat
and comments on the assignments. This has been a great new way to support each other on
assignments. Accounting students have adapted well to using the breakout rooms in ZOOM and
supporting each other in the Mindtap software. Dr. Gross: Collaboration with our Life Skills
program, physical education, and physical therapy has resulted in an Adapted Physical Education
offering at MCHS. Whether remote or in person, a small group of students will be participating in
this class together one or two days per week to exercise together. Mr. Spencer: The Intro to IA

students are doing a great job submitting a variety of assignments covering shop safety. Most of
these assignments are submitted via Google Forms which has worked very well. The Wood
Design class has been designing unique name tags on a Google 3D design platform called
SketchUp. SketchUp has been a convenient tool for this class to focus on 3D design and
creativity. Mrs. Twiss: The tech department is focusing on the delivery of new hotspot devices for
those that live in areas that don’t get service. Lori has been working with teachers and students to
get the kinks worked out of remote and hybrid learning. Mrs. Trott: Students in history classes are
starting to request materials for their National History Day project. Library Media Center Resources
are available. Click here for the Destiny Discover App

Science
Mrs. O’Donoghue: Students are exploring the different types of matter as well as physical,
chemical, and nuclear changes in chemistry classes this week. They also completed their first quiz.
Mrs. Marvinney: Students are taking their first quiz. Then moving on to investigating how matter is
organized. Mr. DeAngelis: Physics students are doing their first assessments right now and we will
then be moving on to developing an appreciation of the wonders of gravity. Mr. Colvin: Honors
Biology students are learning about Biochemistry. Astronomy students are building solar system
and constellation models. Mr. Magnusson: We have been focusing on Fitness during PE. In
Health we just finished Who AM I Keynotes and students did a great job sharing.

Health Center
A hearty THANK YOU to all of you for diligently filling out the RUVNA Covid screener in the early
morning hours. We appreciate your help, and are hopeful that it will become a quick and easy part
of your morning routine. If you have not received the screener or need help, please call us here in
the Health Center and we will work through your questions with you. Have a wonderful, Covid-Free
weekend!

Fine Arts

Mr. Smith: Students in Honors Studio Art are working on finishing their work on zines, for the
second week. This week they are using inspiration from Mexican holiday, Día De Los Muertos, to
develop their own interpretation of symbolism based on aspects associated with this remarkable
cultural heritage and visual traditions seen in artwork. More to come on this! Introduction to Art
students area continuing to study portrait work and are developing ideas to create posters for an
assignment called 2 People in a Room. Mr. Ferrero: Painting students are dipping into color theory
now and learning how reflective light behaves. Drawing students are moving onto their black paper
assignment and learning to control value with a white pencil on a dark ground.

Extra and Co Curricular
Upcoming Events:
Saturday 9/26
Cross Country Home Meet vs. Messalonskee/Lawrence, Boys 11:00am, Girls 11:30am
Field Hockey at Erskine Academy, V 10:00am, JV 11:30am
Boys Soccer at Cony, V 10:00am, JV 11:30am
Girls Soccer Home vs. Cony, JV 4:00pm, V 6:00pm
Monday 9/28
Golf Tr-Match vs. Cony/Gardiner at Natanis GC in Vassalboro, 3:30pm
Wednesday 9/30
Golf Tri-Match vs. Cony/Gardiner at Augusta CC, 3:00pm
Thursday 10/1
Golf Tri-Match vs. Cony/Gardiner at Augusta CC, 3:00pm

Go Bears!

