
Distance Learning FAQs (Middle/High School) 
What learning model is being used? 
 
The year will start with a distance learning model 
 
What are the major changes from last to this year? 
 
Students will be taking only four classes a semester. Each semester course will count as one full credit 
towards graduation for high school students. 
 
Each grade will be divided into an A and B cohort.  

Ex. half of the 7th grade students will be in cohort A and the other half will be in cohort B 
 
What platform will be used for delivering content for distance learning? 
 
Google Classroom will be used to deliver content for distance learning. 
 
How long will distance learning last? 
 
Distance learning will last until at least until campus is cleared for occupancy. At that time the district will 
reassess the situation and determine if a new learning model is appropriate. 
 
What are the options after distance learning? 
 
Options other than distance learning include on-site learning or hybrid (combination of distance learning and 
on-site learning) 
 
Will students still have access to distance learning after the school shift to a new model? 
 
Students will have the right to distance learning even if the district has selected a different learning model.  
 
What is the difference between synchronous and asynchronous learning? 
 
Synchronous learning is learning in which participants interact at the same time and in the same space. This 
will typically be conducted with a Google Meet on Google Classroom. 
 
Asynchronous learning is learning that occurs in elapsed time between two or more people. Examples include 
email, online discussion forums, message boards, blogs, podcasts, etc. This will be facilitated through Google 
Classroom and may look different from class to class. 
 
What will the weekly schedule look like for distance learning for each cohort? 
 

Cohort Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

A (Green) Synchronous Learning Asynchronous Learning 

B (Gold) Asynchronous Learning Synchronous Learning 



 
What will the schedule look like for synchronous learning? 
 

● 1st Period = 9 -9:55  
● 2nd Period = 10 - 10:55 

● 3rd Period = 11 - 11:55  
● 4th Period = 12 - 12:55  

 

What is the schedule for office hours? 
 
Office hours will be offered every day regardless of cohort with the following schedule: 

● 1st Period = 1:30 - 2:00  
● 2nd Period = 2:00 - 2:30 

● 3rd Period = 2:30 - 3:00  
● 4th Period = 3:00 - 3:30 

Additional office hours are available by emailing and communicating with the individual teacher 
 
What platform will be used for office hours? 
 
Google Meet will be used for office hours. Each teacher will have a unique “nickname” to access their Google 
Meet session. 
 
Will attendance be taken? If so, what makes a student present? 
 
Yes, attendance will be taken everyday for both A and B cohorts. A student will be marked present by showing 
some type of engagement in the class. Engagement can be attending a Google Meet, turning in an 
assignment, or communicating with the teacher (email, text, phone call, comment on Google Classroom). 
 
Will students receive letter grades?  

Yes. High schools and middle schools will return to providing letter grades for classes in 2020–21. Students will 
have the option for P/NP grades as detailed in the course syllabus where appropriate. This is a change from 
emergency distance learning in spring 2020, when all Oregon students were given pass/incomplete grades for 
spring term courses.  

How do students and parents check grades? 
 
Students and parents will be able to check grades by using Home Access Center. HAC can be accessed on 
the district website, www.mckenziesd.org. 
 
How will students receive special education services? 

Students  may be a combination of synchronous instruction, asynchronous instruction, packets, face-to-face (if 
permitted) or any combination as deemed appropriate by the IEP team.  

A case manager or someone from the Special Education Department will reach out to families to discuss individual 
needs and plans to prepare for the school year.  

 

http://www.mckenziesd.org/

