
Safe and Healthy 
Return

Kelso School District



Schools are an important part of the infrastructure of communities and play 
a critical role in supporting the whole child, not just their academic 
achievement.

This guidance is intended to support schools as they prepare for educating 
students this fall during hybrid and face-to-face learning.

The guidance described in this PowerPoint is based on the best available 
evidence information that we have at this time. This guidance comes from the 
Center for Disease Control and the Washington State Department of Health 
and will be updated as needed.



It is critical that we:

• Engage and encourage everyone in the school to practice preventive 
behaviors. These are the most important actions that will support schools’ 
safe reopening and will help them stay open.

• Communicate, Educate, and Reinforce appropriate hygiene and social 
distancing practices in ways that are developmentally appropriate for 
students, teachers, and staff.

• Maintain healthy environments (e.g., cleaning and disinfecting frequently 
touched surfaces).

• Implement a proactive plan for when a student or staff member tests 
positive for COVID-19.



• Keeping ill persons out of school---Educate students, families and staff to stay 
home when sick, and use screening methods. 

• Using Cohorts---Conduct all activities in small groups that remain together 
over time with minimal mixing of groups

• Physical distancing---Minimize close contact (less than six feet) with other 
people. 

• Frequently wash with soap and water, or use alcohol-based hand gel. 

Maintain Healthy Environments 



• Use face coverings or shields and other barriers between people.

• Environmental cleaning and disinfection--Prioritize the cleaning of high-touch 
surfaces.

• Improve indoor ventilation--Open windows when possible. 

• Isolate sick people and exclude exposed people. 

• Low risk spaces---Outdoor spaces are safer than indoor spaces. Consider moving 
activities outdoors when possible. 

Maintain Healthy Environments- con’t



Before School Attestation



The CDC and Dept. of Health encourage parents, 
guardians, or caregivers to conduct daily home 
screenings of their school aged students before they 
leave for school each morning. 

Parents, guardians, and caregivers are encouraged to 
keep students home if “yes” to any of the symptoms 
listed in Section 1 or Section 2 and self report to the 
school office. 



School Based Screening



CDC does not currently recommend conducting universal symptom screening at school.

The purpose of symptom screening would be to identify individuals who may have 
COVID-19 and exclude those individuals from a setting to reduce the risk of transmission 
to others. Because there is not a single symptom that is uniquely predictive of a COVID-19 
diagnosis, CDC does not recommend conducting universal symptom screening at school. 

Although CDC does not currently recommend conducting universal symptom screening at 
school, students should not attend school when they are sick. Home symptom screenings 
rely on students and their parents, guardians, or caregivers initially identifying when the 
student may have signs and symptoms of illness and to take action (such as staying home). 

This process should be supported by school staff by monitoring children for overt 
symptoms of any infectious illness that may develop during the school day and reporting 
them to the school health care specialist/office.



What are the current 
symptoms?



SECTION 1-SYMPTOMS
At least one of the following within the last day

• Fever (100.4°F) or chills
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (for students with chronic 

allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from baseline);
• Unusual fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever 
• Recent loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea

Current state data shows that 
95.1% of people that have one 
or more symptoms test 
negative for COVID-19.



SECTION 2-
CLOSE CONTACT/POTENTIAL EXPOSURE

At least one of the following:

• Have you been in close contact with anyone with confirmed COVID-19? 

• Have you had a positive COVID-19 test for active virus in the past 10 
days?

• Within the past 14 days, has a public health or medical professional told 
you to self-monitor, self-isolate, or self-quarantine because of concerns 
about COVID-19 infection? 



What to do if a student 
becomes ill in my 

classroom?



Some students (or staff) may develop symptoms of infectious 
illness while at school. This doesn’t mean the student or staff 
member has COVID-19.  

However, during this time of COVID-19, schools will take action 
to isolate students (or staff) who show symptoms of any 
infectious illness while at school from other students and staff. 



Procedures:
1. Students should immediately be provided a face covering. 
2. Call the health specialist/office to alert them of the ill student —DO NOT SEND THE 

STUDENT TO THE OFFICE!
3. While on the phone, please describe the symptoms the student is exhibiting or disclosing.  Report 

this as confidentially as you can given the other students within the  room.
4. Health Care Specialist will use the information provided to determine appropriate PPE response.
5. Health Care Specialist  will come to the classroom and escort the student to the health care 

station where the student will be isolated from other students.
6. Health Care Specialist  will assess the student using the KSD Decision Tree for Covid-19 

symptoms.  Determination of next steps will be made.
7. Administrator will be notified.
8. Parent/guardian will be notified.
9. Communication then will be made to classroom teacher and custodian for cleaning.





Decision Tree for 
Students with COVID-19 

Symptoms





Decision Tree for Staff
with COVID-19 

Symptoms





Face Coverings



All students, volunteers, or guests must wear cloth face 
coverings or an acceptable alternative at school when indoors. 
Schools should provide face coverings for staff and students 
who don’t have them. 



All students age 5 years and older, staff, volunteers, and guests must wear cloth face 
coverings or acceptable alternatives in K-12 settings.

• CDC recognizes there are specific instances when wearing a cloth face covering may not be 
feasible. In these instances, parents, guardians, caregivers, teachers, and school 
administrators should consider adaptations and alternatives whenever possible. They may 
need to consult with healthcare providers for advice about wearing cloth face coverings.

Consider use of clear face mask that cover the nose and wrap securely around the face by some 
teachers and staff. Teachers and staff who may consider using clear face masks include;

• Those who interact with students or staff who are deaf or hard of hearing, per the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education 

• Teachers of young students learning to read
• Teachers of students in English as a second language classes
• Teachers of students with disabilities

Clear masks are not face shields. CDC does not recommend use of face shields for normal 
everyday activities or as a substitute for masks because of a lack of evidence of their effectiveness 
for source control.  

Face shields must includes a cloth extension attached to the entire edge of the shield that drapes 
below the chin, to the ears, and has no gap at forehead



For students who are not exempt from the face covering requirement, 
schools should take steps to educate the student on safety compliance, 
implement positive behavior interventions, recommend alternative face 
coverings (such as a face shield instead of a mask, which can feel more 
comfortable), and consult with the student’s parent or guardian. 

Students who are unable to consistently wear a face covering due to 
sensory, behavioral, or other documented disabilities must not be 
disciplined or denied access to educational services as a result.  

Schools/staff will consider each situation individually and will work 
closely with KSD SPED Department and/or Student Services 
Department.



Students may remove face coverings to eat and drink and 
when they can be physically distanced outside. 

If students need a short “mask break” take them outside or to 
a large, well ventilated room where there is sufficient space to 
ensure more than six feet of physical distance between people!



For questions, please contact your 
school administrator or supervisor.

Thank you!
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