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Introduction 

Priorities & Beliefs 

As the Branford Public School District moves towards reopening schools for the 2020-21 school 
year, we are grateful for the ongoing partnership and support we’ve received from our 
community, our families, our staff, and the Board of Education. Opening schools amidst a global 
pandemic is a challenging endeavor and requires the contributions of many. Whether you are a 
parent, a teacher, a board member, or another part of our community, thank you for the work 
you’ve done to inform our work. As you know, the District’s planning process was guided by 
three priorities in developing its plan for the 2020-21 school year. 

1.  Promoting student and staff physical health and emotional well-being 

2.  Ensuring equity and access for all students to high quality, rigorous learning 

3.  Creating sustainability and capacity to respond to change 

Among these three priorities, the physical health and safety of students and staff is 
paramount and has been, and will continue to be central to all District decision-making.  We 
are confident that our community will understand the many ways these priorities have informed 
the process and will be partners together in ensuring that the 2020-21 school year will be the 
best possible for our students. 

The goal of the hybrid and distance learning models described in this document is to provide 
high-quality instruction in a blended or remote environment that promotes continuity of student-
teacher relationships, addresses students’ social-emotional needs as well as their academic 
learning, and serves the districts’ long-term vision for education. That vision rests on the 
following core beliefs about student learning: 

● We believe that learning is an iterative process of actively constructing and 
reconstructing meaning in response to and in conversation with texts, other resources, 
and other people. Learning is the result of reflective practice and a growth mindset.  

● We believe that all students must have access to high quality, rigorous learning. Rigor is 
the goal of helping students to develop the capacity to understand content that is 
complex, ambiguous, provocative, and personally or emotionally challenging. 

● We believe that all students should have agency over their own learning and it is our 
responsibility to create structures that develop and support the exercise of that agency.  

● We believe that families are our partners in the education of their children. As with any 
partnership, ongoing communication and mutual understanding are essential. 

Due to the dynamic nature of our current situation, this plan is a working copy only. The District 
reserves the right to modify its operational implementation as needed in response to emergent 
situations. Should it become necessary, an updated version of this plan will be posted. Updates 
are noted in red. 
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Reopening Liaisons 

District: Hamlet M. Hernandez, Superintendent of Schools 

• Health & Safety: Don Neel, Chief Operating Officer 
• Teaching & Learning: Rachel Sexton, Assistant Superintendent 

Schools/Programs: 

• BHS: Joe Briganti, Assistant Principal 
• WIS: Pete Anaclerio, Assistant Principal 
• JBS, MRT, MTM:  Lauren Skultety, Curriculum Coordinator 
• EYC: Dianibel Aviles, Coordinator of Related Services 
• FRC/SACC: Michele Krumenacker, Director  
• District: Tom Ermini, Athletic Director; Ashley Marinaro, Curriculum Coordinator 

Plan Development 

On June 29, 2020, the Connecticut State Department of Education released its plans for 
reopening Connecticut’s schools -  Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn 
and Grow Together. In accordance with the information it provided, the Branford Public 
Schools submitted the state template accompanying the plan on July 24, 2020. That template 
outlined the three models the District was required to develop and indicated how it would meet 
the state’s requirements for reopening. 

To develop its models, the District engaged representative stakeholders in an Ad Hoc 
Reopening Committee (see Appendix A). Their input and commentary, combined with 
feedback the District received from BPS families, played a critical role in shaping the plan 
described in this document and will continue to inform ongoing decision-making as it is 
implemented. 

In prioritizing the physical health and safety of our students and staff, Branford Public Schools 
was required to contend with significant challenges to any scenario requiring the in-person 
education of all students on a daily basis. The state’s plan requires that districts “maximize 
social distancing,” yet some of the District’s elementary schools lack the square footage to 
allow for the recommended six feet of distancing between student desks.  The District’s 
intermediate school, which is the largest in terms of enrollment, is undergoing a full renovation. 
As a result, there are limited non-classroom spaces available for “repurposing,” none of which 
provide adequate room to maximize social distancing with all students in the building at the 
same time. For the District, the costs of securing enough additional space and hiring additional 
personnel to accommodate all students for a full day of school each day are prohibitive. 

In addition, the District uses a transportation provider that operates at maximum capacity for 
the three tiers of schools, particularly at the intermediate level, which is not only the district’s 
highest enrolled school but has the school population that makes greatest use of school 
transportation. Even if some parents opt to drive their students to/from school, the maintenance 
of any social distancing will be a challenge on transportation buses and vans if they run at full 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-19/CTReopeningSchools.pdf
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capacity.  The obligation of the District to transport Branford students who attend Branford 
private and parochial schools further increases the provider’s “lift” and the health and safety 
risks involved with mixing cohorts of students.  

As the District modeled different plans for a full in-person opening as required by the state’s re-
opening template, it became increasingly clear that doing so would increase exposure risks to 
staff and students, limit the ability to effectively implement mitigation measures, and would 
require a significantly increased amount of fiscal resources. Hence the District’s template 
submission included a cover letter indicating the recommendation to open in a hybrid. 

On August 11, 2020, the Connecticut State Board of Education enacted a resolution enabling 
local districts to make “good faith” decisions when determining to open in a hybrid learning 
model and that those decisions should be grounded in the health and safety of the school 
community. As indicated in a number of communications during the month of August, Branford 
Public Schools decided to open the 2020-21 school year in a hybrid model for learning, 
according to the plan described in this document. This plan reflects the most recent guidance 
and requirements provided by the Connecticut State Department of Education, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and the Connecticut Department of Public Health. The BPS 
process for developing its reopening plan provides for input by school-based administrators, 
teachers and school staff, health and nursing staff, nutrition services, transportation services, 
boards of education, local health officials, municipal leaders, parents and other relevant 
stakeholders. Such input will continue to inform the work of the District as it moves forward. 
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BPS Full In-Person Model 

At the March 3, 2021 Full Special Branford Board of Education meeting, the District presented 
its plan for returning to full in-person school, including an extended timeline resulting in all 
students being fully in person as of April 19, 2021. Community feedback on that plan was 
collected during the public comment portion of that meeting and the District subsequently 
surveyed staff and parents/guardians in the following days.  Based on that input, on March 10, 
2021, the District presented a framework for returning to full in-person school with an 
accelerated timeline (see below). 

Week ELEM. WIS BHS 

3/8- 3/12 Hybrid 
BLUE Wed., 3/10 

Hybrid Hybrid 

3/15 - 3/19 Hybrid 
ORANGE Wed., 3/17 

Hybrid Hybrid 

3/22 - 3/26 Full In-Person Hybrid Hybrid 
(Wed. - SAT/PSAT10) 

 

 3/29 - 4/2 Full In-Person Full In-Person Hybrid 

4/5- 4/9 Full In-Person Full In-Person Full In-Person  

 4/12 - 4/16 April Recess 

 

The return to full in-person learning necessitates adjustments to the health and safety measures 
the district has implemented throughout the school year. Those changes are noted in red in the 
text of this document. In addition, Appendix K provides the students’ schedules for full in-person 
school by level.  

In this model, students who are participating in the voluntary remote option will continue to have 
access to live streaming. The District will monitor the impact of full in-person learning on remote 
students and will make needed adjustments to their schedules as possible. 

Quarantines in the Full In-Person Model 

Due to the limited ability to enforce social distancing in the full in-person model, the District may 
be required to quarantine classes or grade levels of students. Students and staff should be 
prepared for that event by taking home the materials and devices they need each night. In the 
event of a class or grade level quarantine, students should expect to follow their full in-person 
schedules through live streaming.  
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Health & Safety of Students and Staff 

The District has established the following provisions for the health and safety of students and 
staff based on the requirements and guidelines set forth by the Connecticut Commissioner of 
Education, Governor, Center for Disease Control, and Connecticut Department of Public Health. 
Branford Public Schools complies with the CT Department of Health’s Guidelines for the 
cleaning and disinfection of schools. All plans were developed in collaboration with the Director 
of the East Shore Health Department. 

 
Mitigation Measures 

To promote the health and safety of the school community, Branford Public Schools will require 
that all staff, students, and visitors to any District building observe the following mitigation 
measures. Any exceptions to this requirement will be noted in the explanation of each specific 
measure below. To support these mitigation efforts, Stop the Spread signs, prevention 
strategies reminders, and handwashing posters will be posted in English and other languages 
appropriate for the District’s school population. School leaders will reinforce these messages in 
school announcements and newsletters to staff, students, and families, and encourage all 
members of the school community to create a culture of safety. 

● Masks/Cloth face coverings 

o All staff and students will be required to wear a protective cloth face covering or face 
mask that completely covers the nose and mouth when inside the school building, 
outside on school grounds in situations that do not allow adequate distancing, riding 
District-provided transportation, and participating in school-sponsored activities.   

o However, when directed by an administrator or a designated staff member, students 
may be able to remove their masks for certain activities such as mask breaks, lunch, 
outdoor recess and other outside activities where social distancing of greater than six 
feet is possible.  

o Student and staff masks should conform to any guidelines provided by the CDC, 
CSDE, and/or DPH.  Following CDC guidelines, masks with exhalation valves cannot 
be used.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/stop-the-spread-of-germs-11x17-en.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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o If a student or staff member forgets to bring a mask to school, one will be provided. 
All students and staff are encouraged to keep an extra mask among their belongings 
in the case that the mask they are wearing becomes wet or soiled. 

o At certain times, the impact of weather or other conditions may require that early 
dismissal or remote learning be considered. 

o Exceptions to this requirement will be made according to CDC and CT DPH 
guidance. Students or staff seeking a medical exemption to wearing a face covering 
must provide documentation from a medical professional that meets the criteria set 
establish by the State of Connecticut.  

 

● Social distancing 

o Social distancing will be maximized when possible, with a distance of six feet 
whenever feasible.  

o Student seating in classrooms and other instructional spaces will be set up to 
promote social distancing. With the full in-person model, social distancing will be 
reduced to three feet or less in most classrooms. Staff will be expected to continue to 
observe six feet of social distancing among adults and among students when space 
permits, particularly outside of classroom settings. 

o Alternative spaces (gymnasiums, libraries, etc.) may be repurposed for instruction in 
the school. Specifics will be determined at the school level. 

o Teachers will maximize the space between themselves and the students as possible. 
When the District determines that specific instructional pedagogy, such as the work 
of speech and language pathologists or teaching emerging readers, necessitates 
closer proximity, teachers will be provided with the means of additional mitigation. 

o Visual cues will be provided to indicate appropriate social distancing in classrooms 
and other spaces. With the full in-person model, these cues will include the use of 
plastic dividers in elementary classrooms. 

● Hand hygiene 

o Hand washing/sanitizing will be required throughout the day. 

o Student schedules will include opportunities to engage in appropriate hand hygiene. 

o Hand sanitizer will be available in classrooms. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
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● Cough and Respiratory Etiquette 

o Staff and students will be encouraged to use a tissue where possible or their elbow 
when tissues are unavailable. 

o Staff and students will be required to wash and/or sanitize their hands after they 
sneeze or cough. 

● Hall Traffic 

o Visual cues will be provided to encourage traffic flow in a single direction when 
possible. 

o Passing between classes will be limited. 

▪ Elementary and intermediate specials teachers will provide instruction in 
students’ assigned classrooms. However, such instruction may be moved 
outside when supported by weather conditions. 

▪ In the elementary and intermediate schools, lunch will be provided in the 
students’ classrooms. 

▪ High school students will have a block schedule that minimizes the number of 
periods that students pass between classes each day. 

▪ In the full in-person model, passing to specials classes will be phased in at 
the intermediate and elementary levels. 

▪ In the full in-person model, lunch at the elementary level will continue to be 
provided in classrooms, with the use of outdoor areas when weather permits 
in order to increase social distancing. At the intermediate school, alternative 
spaces including covered outdoor areas will be utilized. At the high school, 
social distancing of six feet will be observed to the degree feasible at lunch. 

● Cohorts 

o Cohorts provide a means of containing the spread of COVID-19 should a student or 
staff member become ill. 

o Students in elementary school will be grouped into cohorts within each class. In the 
full in-person model, elementary classes, including Kindergarten, will be kept 
together as a single cohort. 

o Students at the intermediate level will be grouped into cohorts within each team, and 
when possible, within each class. In the full in-person model, students will stay within 
their team but may be in mixed groups for lunch, recess, certain specials and 
specialized instruction. 

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/faqs/respiratory-hygiene.html
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o Students at the high school will not be grouped into cohorts due to the lack of 
feasibility. However, students will be grouped by Blue and Orange designations to 
limit the total population to whom they are exposed. With the return to full in-person 
learning, Blue and Orange designations will no longer apply. 

o Student cohorts will be maintained at all possible times. However, the District 
recognizes that there may be times when mixing of cohorts is necessitated by 
individual learning requirements or other exigent circumstances. 

● Lockers 

o No students will be assigned or allowed to use lockers. 

o No gym lockers will be available for students in physical education and participating 
in any available intramural or interscholastic sports, should those sports be offered. 

● Shared Materials 

o Sharing of materials initiated by students will be prohibited. 

o Where possible, students will be provided or asked to provide their own materials for 
class. 

o When sharing of materials or equipment is necessary, students and staff will be 
required to implement appropriate cleaning protocols before and after use. 

 

Facilities  

● Water 

o Water systems throughout the district comply with the CT DPH Return to Service 
Guidance for Building Water Systems guidelines.  

o All water fountains will be shut off, and water will be made available to students at all 
BPS schools and programs in a way that maximizes health and safety. 

● Cleaning and disinfecting of facilities 

o Cleaning and disinfecting of school facilities will be implemented in accordance with 
CT Department of Public Health Guidance and included enhanced cleaning 
conducted prior to the start of the school year. 

o Restrooms 

▪ Per the guidance above, all bathrooms will be cleaned and disinfected a 
minimum of twice a day with CDC approved cleaner and sanitizer and noted 
on the log. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/20200622-DPH-Guidance-for-the-Cleaning-and-Disinfection-of-Schools.pdf
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▪ Physical distancing: 

● Multi-stall bathrooms should only be used by those who feel well. 

● A separate bathroom will be designated at each school for any 
student or staff member that becomes ill and is sent to the isolation 
room. 

● In multi-stall shared bathrooms, signage will be put in place to 
maximize social distancing.   

● When possible, bathrooms will be assigned to students by grade level 
and/or location, and students will only use their designated 
bathrooms. 

● The number of persons that can use the bathroom while maximizing 
social distance determines bathroom occupancy; therefore, it will vary 
based on the size and layout of each bathroom. 

o Enhanced cleaning will be scheduled for times when students are not in school to 
minimize exposure. 

o Spot disinfecting of high-touch surfaces will be performed throughout the day. 

● Ventilation 

o The District will follow CT Department of Public Health guidance regarding ventilation 
systems. 

o Elevator use will be limited. Elevator riders will be expected to conform with 
mask/cloth face covering requirements and, to the degree possible, social distancing. 

● Visitor Restrictions 

o Visitors entering a BPS school will be limited. Parent/guardian appointments and 
meetings are strongly encouraged to occur virtually but may be conducted in-person 
on a case-by-case basis. When an in-person meeting is considered essential, it will 
be scheduled by appointment through the main office. 

o Visitation will be by appointment only unless there is an emergent situation 
(Appointments can be made by contacting the main office of the school.) 

o Unless a visitor can provide written documentation of a medical exemption per 
Executive Order 7NNN, anyone entering a BPS facility is required to wear a 
mask/cloth face covering. 

o Parents/Guardians will be required to follow school-specific procedures for pick-up 
and drop-off of students. 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Coronavirus/20200622-DPH-Guidance-for-School-Systems-for-the-Operation-of-Central-and-nonCentral-Ventilation-Sys.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7NNN.pdf
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o If an in-person meeting is needed, parents/guardians must make an appointment 
and follow the visitation protocols of the school, including the expectation that any 
planned visit will be canceled should the parent/guardian experience symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19. 

o Parents/Guardians will be required to sign in at the main office and wait to be 
directed by school personnel. 

o All non-building staff must sign in at the main office to ensure the availability of 
contact information should accessing it be necessary. This includes other BPS staff 
members & parents/guardians. 

 

Monitoring Student & Staff Health  

The Branford Public Schools will continue to review the most updated guidance on monitoring 
for COVID-19 and maintain protocols consistent with the applicable recommendations. As of the 
date of this document, CDC guidance explicitly states that the CDC “does not currently 
recommend universal symptom screenings (screening for all students in grades K-12) be 
conducted by schools.” BPS will continue to consult with the East Shore Health Department and 
the District’s medical advisor regarding the advisability of limited or universal screening. 

Parents, students and staff should plan to stay home if they are sick with COVID-19 related 
symptoms (see below), test positive for COVID-19, or have been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19 symptoms or a confirmed or suspected case.  

Each day before sending their child to school, parents are asked to review the following list of 
symptoms to ensure that the child is healthy, will not put staff and other students at risk, and will 
have a successful day. Staff members are expected to conduct a similar self-assessment each 
morning. A child or staff member with any symptoms on this list should not attend school and 
should contact their health care provider and school nurse for further information and next 
steps. However, students who feel well enough may be able to participate in their scheduled 
classes through online learning. In such cases, the student’s parent/guardian should send a 
written note or email to the school’s attendance secretary giving permission for their child to 
participate in classes virtually rather than in person.  

Symptoms related to COVID-19  

According to the CDC, people with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms 
reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 
days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: 

● Fever or chills 
● Cough 
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
● Fatigue 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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● Muscle or body aches 
● Headache 
● New loss of taste or smell 
● Sore throat 
● Congestion or runny nose 
● Nausea or vomiting 
● Diarrhea 

If a staff member or student is experiencing any of the symptoms above, the school should be 
informed, particularly if there has been a known contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-
19 and contact with the school population.  When the school receives information that a student 
or staff member is sick with symptoms consistent with COVID-19, it will be reported to the 
school nurse who will follow established procedures for tracking and reporting COVID-related 
health information to the East Shore Health Department.  Information regarding positive results 
for COVID-19 tests or close contact due to external exposure to COVID-19 should be reported 
to the appropriate COVID liaison. If the District is informed that a student or staff member has 
tested positive for COVID-19, the District will provide any needed collaboration to the East 
Shore Health Department, within what is allowable according to relevant privacy and health 
laws, so that ESHD may conduct contact tracing and determine the quarantining of individuals 
as necessary. 

 

Responding to Illness 

Each school has a designated isolation room (see Appendix B). Anyone presenting with 
COVID-19 symptoms during the day will be assessed by the school nurse or other 
appropriate professional and, if warranted, will be sent immediately to the isolation room for 
further evaluation. The room will be monitored by an adult who will be provided the 
appropriate PPE.  

Should further assessment determine that the student is experiencing possible COVID-related 
symptoms, the student’s parent/guardian will be contacted for immediate pick up and 
recommended transport to a physician for further evaluation. The school will follow safety 
protocols for dismissal of the student. The student will be supervised by a BPS staff member 
while waiting for pick up, and when possible, the student and staff member will wait outside. 
School personnel will ensure that the isolation room is aired and cleaned as required after use 

Parents/guardians are requested to have a plan in place to pick up any student who is ill 
immediately upon receiving that information.  

Any staff member who becomes sick with COVID-19 symptoms will be asked to leave the 
building and to contact their physician for further evaluation. 

Students/staff who are absent due to COVID-related symptoms may return to school in 
accordance with the “Guidance for COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools” issued by the East 
Shore Health Department. See Appendix J. 
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Students/staff who are required to quarantine because they have been determined to be a 
close contact of a positive COVID-19(+) case will follow the guidance of the local health 
department regarding the length of quarantine. 

Students/staff traveling out of state are required to follow the requirements for return posted on 
the travel advisory page for the State of Connecticut.   

Should the District be informed that a student and/or staff member has tested positive for 
COVID-19, that information will be treated in accordance with the appropriate and applicable 
privacy laws. Along with any other relevant considerations, Branford Public Schools will seek 
guidance from the Connecticut Department of Public Health regarding specific community and 
school-based indicators for determining the thresholds for class cancellations and/or school or 
district closure. Such decisions will be made in ongoing consultation with the East Shore Health 
Department and the District’s medical advisor.  

https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel
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Preparation and Training for Return to School 

Staff 

Prior to the students’ start of school, all staff will receive professional development and training 
to prepare for the start of school. This will include training in health and safety protocols related 
to: 

● Mask/cloth face coverings 
● Hand hygiene 
● Social distancing 
● Cohorting 
● Self-monitoring of health and the importance of staying home when experiencing 

symptoms related to COVID-19 

In addition, staff will be informed of COVID-related changes to the following school procedures  
● Arrival & dismissal 
● Transitions  
● Restroom use 
● Management of instructional materials  
● Visitors to school 
● Emergency drills 
● Staff absence reporting 
● Responding to student/staff illness during the school day 

Staff will also receive professional learning related to curriculum and instruction, meeting 
students’ social and emotional needs, and use of instructional technology, particularly in support 
of hybrid online learning and distance learning. 

 

Students 

Students will also be educated in practices related to protecting health and safety, including  
● social distancing, including its application to interactions with friends and teachers, 
● frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer, 
● use of masks/cloth face coverings that completely cover the nose and mouth, 
● respiratory and cough etiquette,  
● cleaning of surfaces as appropriate, 
● conduct during transitions (arrival/dismissal, moving from one school location to 

another),  
● meal procedures 
● the use of cohorts, where applicable, and  
● the expectations for continuing mitigation practices on the bus. 

To facilitate students’ return to full in-person schooling, schools will provide opportunities for 
students to review health and safety protocols and to practice any adjusted procedures.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/faqs/respiratory-hygiene.html
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Getting To/From School 

Preparation for Coming to School 

Before leaving for school, families should prepare their students to come to school by first 
conducting a morning health check. If a student is not feeling well, or displays any of the COVID 
symptoms, they should stay home. Please see the Health & Safety section above for more 
information. 

Students should bring the following to school: 
○ masks or cloth face covering (including extra masks in a plastic bag) 
○ water 
○ usual school supplies and materials 
○ tech device (Chromebook or iPad) 

We encourage families to discuss the fact that school will be different this year with their 
children before the school year begins. 

 

Riding the School Bus 

Requirements: 

● Face coverings 

o All passengers on school transportation will be required to wear a protective face 
covering or face mask that completely covers the nose and mouth at all times.  

o If a student does not have a mask, one will be provided.  

● Loading/Unloading 

o To the degree possible based on total riders, seat-sharing will be limited. However, in 
all circumstances, students sharing the same household will be permitted to sit 
together. 

o When entering the bus, students must fill in seats in the order that they enter, starting 
with the back seat first. This is to limit student interaction.  

o Students must sit in a seat as directed by the bus driver. 

o As always, all students must be in their seats at all times facing forward.  

o When exiting the bus, students must unload in order, starting from the front seat first. 

If necessary to enforce passenger adherence to these mitigation efforts, bus monitors may be 
used, particularly on the runs with the highest ridership.  The District further acknowledges that 
there may be situations in which students may not be able to strictly adhere to the loading and 
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unloading protocols or may have specialized needs that prevent the wearing of a mask. In the 
latter case, the District will provide information regarding exempt students to the transportation 
provider. 

When waiting for the bus, please encourage children to be as socially distanced as possible.  
We ask that you discuss these rules with your child to ensure that they are prepared for the first 
bus ride of the school year.  

Under low transmission risk community conditions, districts are permitted by the state to 
allow transportation to operate at full capacity. If it is possible and feasible for the district to 
remain open under moderate transmission risk community conditions, district transportation 
will operate at reduced capacity, with all requirements as above as well as the following 
additional requirement in place: 

● Alternate diagonal seating will be used to separate and distance all students who do not 
share a household.  

In the full in-person model, the District expects increased bus ridership. Safety protocols will 
continue to be enforced, but students may be required to seat near and to share seats with non-
household members. 

See Appendix C for First Student bus cleaning protocols 

 

Walking or Being Driven to School  

We know that many more families may decide to drive their children to school each day or have 
their children walk/bike to school. To ensure the safety of all students and staff, we ask that you 
respect all traffic patterns and follow directions from school personnel for loading and unloading. 
We anticipate this process to take longer than usual, so your patience each morning and 
afternoon is appreciated. 

Your child’s school will provide specific information regarding the procedures for arrival and 
dismissal of riders and walkers.  

Finally, please ensure that your child knows and is prepared to follow the requirement that all 
members of our school community wear masks/cloth facial coverings at all times once they 
arrive on campus.  

 

 
  



 

19 
Last updated: May 10, 2021 

BPS Hybrid Learning Model 

The Branford Public Schools will open the 2020-21 school year in a phased-in Hybrid Model for 
learning. In this model, all students will attend their assigned schools. 

● All grade 1 through 12 students will be assigned to a group.  Students will be either in a 
Blue group or an Orange group.  This information has been provided to families by the 
District. When possible, students sharing the same household will be scheduled for the 
same group. 

● All grade 1 through 12 students will attend school in person two (2) days per week and 
participate in school via an online platform three (3) days per week. 

● Kindergarten students will attend school in person four (4) days a week. 

● All students will engage in online learning on Wednesdays. 

● Students participating in specialized programs, such as those listed below, may not be 
placed in a Blue or Orange cohort. Schedules for these students will be communicated 
by the appropriate BPS staff. 

○ INSPIRE  
○ Access Transition Program 
○ Lifeskills classes 
○ BHS Atlas 
○ Early Years Center (EYC)  
○ Family Resource Center (FRC) 

In this model, teachers will teach their entire class simultaneously - including students who are 
learning online remotely and those who are in class and learning in-person, using a variety of 
District-approved tech tools, including Google Classroom, Seesaw, and Google Meet. Teachers 
will be provided technological tools (camera, speaker, etc.) and training to support this Hybrid 
model of instruction. Students needing a device to access online learning will be provided one 
by the District.  
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2020-21 Phased-In Reopening Timeline (REV. 08.29.20) 

September 1 – September 9: Professional Learning for Certified Staff 

September 9: Professional Learning for Paraeducator Staff (additional opportunities 
available) 

September 10: First day of school for students. See below for more information. 

 

PHASE 1: September 10 & 11, 2020 (ONLY) 

Grades 5 through 12 online 

Kindergarten through Grade 4 

September 10  
● All Kindergarten students in school (grouped into cohorts) 
● Grade 1-4 Blue students in school 
● Grade 1-4 Orange students online 

September 11  
● All Kindergarten students in school 
● Grade 1-4 Blue students online 
● Grade 1-4 Orange students in school 

 

PHASE 2: September 14 to 18, 2020 (ONLY) 

Kindergarten through Grade 8 Hybrid; Grades 9 through 12 online 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Kindergarten In school In school Online 
learning 

In school In school 

Grades 1-8 
BLUE 

In school In school Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Grades 1-8 
ORANGE 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

In school In school 
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 PHASE 3: September 21, 2020 to TBD (pending public health conditions) 

Full District Hybrid 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Kindergarten In school In school Online 
learning 

In school In school 

Grades 1-12 
BLUE 

In school In school Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Grades 1-12 
ORANGE 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

Online 
learning 

In school In school 

 

Schedules 

To provide the staff supervision and monitoring needed to ensure implementation of mitigation 
measures from the time students arrive on campus, all schools will operate on an adjusted 
schedule. Class start times will be 30 minutes later than usual. Dismissal time will remain the 
same. The adjusted schedules for a full in-person model are included in Appendix K. 

School Staff Start Class Start Class Dismissal Staff End 

BHS 7:25 7:55 (warning bell) 2:25 2:40 

WIS 7:50 8:35 2:50* 3:05 

Elementary 8:25 9:25 3:25* 3:40 

EYC - AM 8:25 9:25 11:35 -- 

EYC - PM -- 1:15 3:25 3:40 

FRC The Family Resource Center will run according to its usual schedule. 

*At the start of the school year, parents/guardians transporting students may be asked to pick up their 
child(ren) at an earlier time in order to assist with timely dismissal while new routines get established. 

● AM and PM School Age Child Care (SACC) will be available.  

● Daily schedules will also reflect an emphasis on limiting student movement and 
providing enhanced supervision.  
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● During the school day, there will be time allotted for mitigation measures, as well as 
social-emotional support. 

See Appendix D for each school’s daily hybrid learning schedule.  

 
Online Learning in the Hybrid Model 

On the days that students do not attend school in person, they will still have a daily schedule to 
follow. Students will participate in daily instruction via Google Meets. Through live streaming, 
students will hear daily lessons and will be able to see their classmates who are in the 
classroom. Schools will provide more specific information about individual students’ schedules.  

When students are participating in hybrid online learning days, the usual attendance and 
grading policies will still apply.  

On Wednesdays during the hybrid model, depending on grade level, students will engage in 
instruction that is more heavily self-directed and asynchronous. However, some courses may 
require student participation in synchronous instruction, and individual or small groups of 
students may be asked to meet virtually with teachers, counselors, and other school staff. More 
specific information about Wednesdays will come from each school. Wednesday attendance will 
be taken based on participation in the learning opportunities provided. 

Online learning experiences will be provided only District-approved tools and platforms. All 
Seesaw and Google Classrooms created by teachers or other staff members will include the 
appropriate school and district administrators and other staff members as necessary. 

 

Social and Emotional Learning 

The Branford Public Schools recognize the challenges our global pandemic has created for our 
staff and family and is implementing multiple strategies to re-engage all students, staff, and 
families. These include but are not limited to 

• analyzing data from online learning in Spring 2020 to identify disengaged students, 
• using multiple outreach methods, including phone calls, letters, and home visits, to re-

engage those students, 
• building social-emotional supports directly into all students’ weekly schedules, and 
• providing for additional layers of support to disengaged students, EL students, and 

special education students during times when the District is using hybrid or remote 
learning. 

• Staff access to webinar series on “Social and Emotional Learning in Times of 
Uncertainty and Stress” presented by the Yale University Center for Emotional 
Intelligence. 

• To the degree feasible, based on staffing and schedules, the District will continue to 
implement the strategies above during the return to full in-person school. 
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• During full in-person school, schools will conduct frequent, brief assessments of 
students’ emotional well-being and student support teams will use the information to 
identify students in need of additional support.  
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Meals 

Breakfast 

Students that are present at school, as well as those that have online school days, will have the 
option of getting breakfast. It will be a grab-and-go meal.  

Lunch 

● In accordance with DPH recommendations, students will eat lunch in their classrooms at 
the elementary schools and at WIS. Lunches will be distributed to determined locations. 
At Branford High School, students will eat in common areas, while maintaining 
appropriate social distancing measures. With the return to full in-person school, the 
elementary schools and WIS will make use of outside areas for lunch to increase 
opportunities for social distancing. 

● There will be no a la carte options available. 

● Curbside meals will be available for pick-up for remote students and for all students on 
Wednesdays.  

Payment 

● There will be no cash payments during the COVID closure. 

● Families that wish to participate in the meal program should put money on their My 
School Bucks account.  

● The Free Meals program that was available during the spring and summer is no longer 
available. However, free or reduced lunches will be available for students that qualify.  

 

Precautions for Food Allergies 

Because meals will be provided in the classroom at the elementary and intermediate schools, 
the District has implemented the following precautions for food allergies.  
 
In BPS elementary and middle schools, 

1. All meals will be delivered to the classroom by food services staff. 
2. Students will be supervised by an adult at all times during the meals.  
3. Students will be required to wash/sanitize their hands before and after lunch. 
4. Students will adhere to appropriate social distancing while consuming meals.  
5. Tables will be cleaned down before and after lunch.  
6. Epi-pens will be available in proximity to the classrooms where meals are being served.  
The procedures for meal delivery will be adjusted at the elementary and intermediate 
schools to reflect the use of alternate spaces that allow for greater distancing. 
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In addition to these precautions, each school within the District will implement specific changes 
due to their school-specific reopening plan and physical layout of the building.  Finally, students 
with 504 or medical plans will have their annual meeting to review student specific 
accommodations that are designed in collaboration with the school and family.   
 
Recess 

Students in grades K-8 will have recess time scheduled into their day. During this time, cohorts 
will be maintained to the greatest extent possible. Students will be monitored and supervised to 
ensure that social distancing measures are followed when possible. After recess, all students 
will wash or sanitize their hands before engaging in the rest of the school day.  
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Attendance, Grading, & Conduct 

Attendance 

Student attendance is required in both the Hybrid and Distance Learning models and will be 
taken according to the guidelines from the CT State Department of Education. Student 
attendance is required in the full in-person model with all students not participating in the 
voluntary remote option expected to attend school in person on a daily basis. The reporting and 
recording of absences will follow established procedures. 

Students are expected to participate in synchronous instructional experiences as scheduled 
each day, regardless of whether they are learning in school or online. The parents/guardians of 
students who are unable to attend class online as scheduled due to circumstances beyond their 
control should contact their child’s school directly and provide documentation as to the reason 
their child is unable to attend. 

Where possible the school will make asynchronous learning available and will establish 
participation requirements to allow a child to be considered “present.” However, parents and 
guardians should recognize that certain learning experiences are only possible through 
synchronous interactions among students and teachers. 

 

Grading 

● In both the Hybrid and Distance Learning and the full in-person models, students will 
continue to be graded as usual.  

● Students in grade K through 4 will receive standards-based reports of their progress. 

● Students in grades 5 through 12 will receive traditional letter grades and report cards. 
However, the District will continue building teacher capacity to assess student progress 
through performances of learning that align to identified standards and/or transfer goals. 
Whenever possible, those performances will be evaluated by standards-based rubrics.  

 

Student Conduct 

Whether a BPS student is learning online or in the classroom, they are expected to follow all the 
applicable Board of Education policies and school rules, including those related to the impact of 
COVID-19 on health and safety and learning. All online activity should be school-appropriate 
and follow the BPS Acceptable Use Policy (Appendix E) Students and families are expected to 
follow District Guidelines for Videoconferencing (Appendix F). 

 

  

http://s.12ab.pw/l/c5a
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Interscholastic Sports & Co-Curricular Activities 

Sports  
The District recognizes that the state’s guidance regarding interscholastic sports continues to 
evolve in response to changing public health information. District decisions regarding the 
availability of all interscholastic sports, including practices and conditioning, will be made with 
health and safety as a priority and will defer to guidance from the CT Department of Public 
Health at all times. See Appendix G for specific information.  

Co-Curricular Activities 
Where possible, activities will be adapted to an online environment. There will be no after-
school buses for these activities. Decisions about elementary enrichment activities will be made 
at a later date. The District continues to monitor and adjust its practices regarding co-curricular 
activities. Those changes will be communicated at the building level. 
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Distance Learning Model 

Branford Public Schools will open in a phased-in Hybrid Learning model as described above. In 
that model, elementary schools will begin immediately with students attending a hybrid of in-
person and online schooling and WIS will move to that model after the first three days of a 
special online schedule. BHS students will not start the Hybrid Learning model until 
September 21, 2020, and will begin the year in a Distance Learning model in which 
students learn online five days a week.  

Should local health conditions or other factors dictate, some or all Branford Public Schools will 
implement a Distance Learning model as needed. Decisions regarding implementation of 
distance learning will be made in consultation with the East Shore Department of Public Health 
and the District’s medical advisor. If the State mandates that all Connecticut schools close, or if 
local Department of Public Health officials deem it necessary for one or more schools to close, 
the District will transition into a Distance Learning model.  

In Distance Learning, on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, students can expect to: 

○ be required to follow a daily schedule,  

○ have their teachers provide live synchronous instruction via Google Meet during the 
scheduled class period/lesson focus, 

○ be required to participate in synchronous, online instruction via Google Meet during the 
scheduled class period/lesson focus, 

○ receive a balance of synchronous and asynchronous and whole group and small group 
or individual instruction during scheduled class periods/lessons,  

○ have their daily attendance for all scheduled classes checked and recorded per CSDE 
guidelines, 

○ have Wednesdays look similar to Hybrid Wednesdays, where learning is primarily 
asynchronous, with some synchronous, live instruction or interaction, depending on the 
student’s needs, grade, or course.  

Online learning experiences will be provided only District-approved tools and platforms. All 
Google Classrooms created by teachers or other staff members will include the appropriate 
school and district administrators and other staff members as deemed appropriate by the 
administration. 

See Appendix H for each school’s distance learning schedule.  

During Distance Learning, usual grading and attendance procedures will be followed. 
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Voluntary Remote Learning Option 

As per State guidelines, if parents/guardians do not want to send their children to school, they 
have an option to voluntarily opt their child into remote learning. If families choose to exercise 
this option, they should understand that some courses and/or activities may not be available 
due to the nature of the online environment. Meals will be available to qualifying students who 
voluntarily opt into remote learning via curbside distribution. Similarly, students participating in 
Choice programs can voluntarily choose to opt into remote learning without losing their status. 
Kindergarten students electing the voluntary remote learning option will be placed in a 
separate district remote Kindergarten class. Families should understand that this option is 
temporary and its availability is subject to decisions of the State.  

Before families opt into remote learning, they should be aware of the following expectations: 

○ Students must follow their assigned schedules. 

○ There is no option for partial days--students participate in all of their classes remotely. 

○ Students need to participate remotely in whatever manner the teacher directs. 

○ All assignments need to be completed. 

○ Usual attendance and grading practices will be in place. 

○ Students will be required to take any mandated state assessments in person unless the 
state provides an alternative. 

○ Due to health and safety considerations, students returning to the District model from 
voluntary remote learning may experience a change in teacher or class schedule upon 
their return to in-person schooling. 

○ Curriculum and instructional practices are unique to each course. While many 
courses and activities will be available in a remote, virtual setting, there may be 
individual courses or activities within a course that are not accessible remotely. 

○ As of the return to full in-person school, students participating in voluntary remote 
learning will be allowed to participate in athletics and any in-person co-curricular 
activities. 

○ The District is providing free appropriate public education (FAPE) through the 
learning model it has selected to implement. Special education students who 
voluntarily opt into remote learning will receive services according to the students’ 
individual Learning Model IEP Implementation Plan to the degree possible. 

○ More information can be found on the District’s website. 

To participate in this option, families should fill out the Temporarily Opt Into Remote Learning 
form found on the District’s website. To ensure appropriate programming for all students at the 

http://www.branfordschools.org/article/289948?org=bps
https://forms.gle/1Mha31jGdSq3PqQg8
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start of the 2020-2021 school year, opt-in forms need to be submitted by August 26, 2020. Once 
school has started, families may change the status of their child by completing either the opt into 
remote learning form (see above) or, for families who want their child to return to the District’s 
model from voluntary remote learning, a Return to District Model form, also found on the 
District’s website. After either form is submitted, families should allow ten (10) school days for 
the District to process the new status. Families who have requested that their child(ren) return to 
the district model should not send a child to school before the date of return communicated by 
the school. 

Families seeking a different option for having their student(s) learn from home may decide to 
homeschool their child(ren). The Connecticut State Department of Education guidelines can be 
found here: Homeschooling in Connecticut. Requests to withdraw a child from the Branford 
Public Schools for the purpose of homeschooling should be processed through the Office of the 
Superintendent.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfOkBxUtR7H62pM9O56Hrs64JR-dfNStkIGAfEcqKap3n8odQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Homeschooling/Homeschooling-in-Connecticut
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     Special Education and Related Services 

Branford Public Schools (District) is required to provide a free appropriate public education 
(FAPE) to each student determined eligible and for whom the parent has provided written 
consent for the provision of special education and related services. Federal and State disability 
laws allow for flexibility in determining how to meet the individualized needs of students 
receiving special education services. During the COVID-19 pandemic and its resultant public 
health mandates, the delivery of FAPE may vary depending on the instructional delivery model 
(Full In-school, Hybrid, or Full Remote/Distance Learning) in place at the time. As such, schools 
may not be able to provide all services in the same manner as they would under normal health 
conditions. 

IEP Services 

The District recognizes reopening during a pandemic presents unique challenges for everyone, 
but that students with disabilities may experience these challenges to a greater degree than 
those without disabilities.  To help mitigate this experience, Student Services staff will work 
closely with all stakeholders to assure identified students receive general education content, 
specialized instruction and related service supports, and any accommodations and/or 
modifications required by their IEPs. 

Student IEPs will be implemented whether school opens under a Full In-school, Hybrid, or Full 
Remote/Distance Learning Model.  The delivery of services, however, may be different in each 
model.  For any service that cannot be provided as originally prescribed in the IEP, staff will 
develop a Learning Model IEP Implementation Plan (LMIIP).  The use of the LMIIP is required 
by the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) whenever a student’s IEP will be 
delivered in a manner that is different from its original design.  This plan describes how the IEP 
will be implemented within the context of three learning models noted above as well as 
delineate any differences in the delivery of IEP services as the District moves from one learning 
model to another based upon current health data. 

 

IEPs and Students Temporarily Opted Into Voluntary Remote Learning  

The CSDE’s framework for reopening schools during the 2020–2021 school year requires 
school districts to provide ongoing support to families and students who temporarily opt into 
voluntary remote learning while other students attend either Full In-School or Hybrid Learning. 
For students with an IEP whose parents/guardians temporarily opt into voluntary remote 
learning, the IEP will be implemented to the greatest extent possible.  Staff will create an LMIIP 
as if the student was returning to school under the hybrid model. However, staff will also craft an 
abridged version of LMIIP titled the Parent Choice to Opt into Full Remote Services Plan.  
Similar to the LMIIP, this plan template was developed, and is mandated for use, by the CSDE. 

 

 



 

32 
Last updated: May 10, 2021 

Planning and Placement Team (PPT) Meetings 

PPT meetings shall convene regardless of the learning model currently enacted.  PPT meetings 
may be held in-person or remotely (i.e, telephonically or through video conferencing). However, 
remote meetings better align to current health mandates and should be the preferred/primary 
meeting method whenever possible.  Meetings must be scheduled at a mutually convenient time 
for both the school district and parent/guardian. As IDEA provides flexibility in excusing team 
members from certain types of meetings, PPT membership should be carefully considered as a 
means of maximizing the sharing of information and minimizing the impact on instruction/service 
delivery. In the event the school district cannot secure the participation of a parent/guardian 
after multiple documented attempts, PPT meetings may be held without the parent/guardian in 
attendance.  Documentation is important! Please record your attempted contacts in the  
Communication Log in Frontline IEP (formally IEP Direct). 
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English Learners 

English learners (ELs) may experience challenges around returning to school to a greater extent 
than their peers. Programming for EL students will support them in developing their English 
language proficiency concurrently while learning grade-level academic content. 

To mitigate challenges for these students, Branford Public Schools will: 

● Support ELs in a way that allows them to access academic content. 

● Provide English Language Learners with supplemental language instruction while 
providing adequate scaffolds and supports to grade level content. 

● Communicate with parents and guardians that have limited proficiency in English in a 
language they understand. As during traditional schooling, communications during 
school closures may be provided through translation and/or interpretation. 

● Provide ELs who are also identified as students with disabilities, supports for their EL 
needs, as well as supports for their disabilities. 

● Establish systems for ongoing collaboration between TESOL teachers, EL 
paraprofessionals, and grade-level and content-area teachers to ensure that classroom 
teachers embed accessibility tools, such as scaffolds, explicit vocabulary instruction and 
differentiated supports into their grade-level and content-area instruction. 

● Develop and maintain ongoing communication with families of ELs regarding remote 
learning and returning to their school building. 

● Create procedures for supporting translation and interpretation for families with limited 
English proficiency regarding remote learning, instructional methods and returning to 
school. 

● Establish a process for carrying out the required procedures for potential English 
learners and identified English learners including: 

○ Ensuring adherence to the statewide identification procedures (i.e., Home 
Language Survey, English language proficiency screener); 

○ Continuing to provide parental notifications (i.e., EL identification letter, EL 
continuation of services letter, EL exit letter); 

○ Adhering to annual English language proficiency assessment requirements. 
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Glossary of Terms 

Full In-person model: All students attend and learn in school every day.  

Hybrid model: Within the district, on any given day, some students may be learning in school 
and some students may be learning online. Online learning will primarily be through remote 
access to and live virtual participation in scheduled classes. 

Hybrid online learning: The online learning engaged in by the cohort of students who are 
learning online while their peers are learning in school that day. Students participating in the 
hybrid model will attend school in-person two days a week and learn online three days a week. 

Distance Learning: All students in the District or an individual school learn online five days a 
week. The schedule for distance learning may be slightly different than that of hybrid online 
learning. Please see your child’s school handbook for more. 

Synchronous learning: Students receive instruction from a teacher in real-time. Google Meet 
will be the primary form of synchronous learning. 

Asynchronous learning: Teachers provide learning experiences to students and a deadline for 
when the students complete them. Students engage in the learning on a time that they 
schedule.  

Voluntary remote learning: The learning engaged in by students who have opted out of any in-
person schooling. While this may often be the same as hybrid online learning, students 
participating fully in the hybrid learning model may have access to opportunities provided in 
person that are unavailable to students whose learning is fully online. 
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Appendix A 
 

 
  
 

 
BPS REOPENING AD HOC COMMITTEE   

NAME ROLE 
  

Hernandez, Hamlet Superintendent of Schools 
  

Alexander, Jennifer District Parent 
Barbash, Bob Custodial 
Carbone, Joe Facilities/Custodial 

Cicarella, Charles Administrator 
Collins, Marc Custodial 
Cowey, Sue Teacher 

Duong, Ashley Student 
Ellis, Roseanne District Parent 

Hales, Cathy Talent Services 
Jackson, Kent District Parent 
Johnson, Erik Custodial 

Kennedy, Sean Teacher 
Laing, Rosalind Nurses 

MacDougall, Sarah Teacher 
Mahraj, Bobby District Parent 

Marinaro, Ashley Administrator 
McCarthy, Erin Teacher 

Mingrone, Donna Administrator 
Neagle, Barbara Transportation 

Neel, Don Chief Operating Officers 
O'Connor, Jim Administrator 

Osgood, Lauren Teacher 
Panagoulias, Lee Administrator 

Polemini, Rob Teacher 
Pscucilla, Michael Health Department 
Reynolds, Raeanne Administrator 

Sexton, Rachel Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Skultety, Lauren Administrator 

Smith, Vani Student 
Spigness, Laura Support Staff 
Torelli, Melinda Transportation 
Tureene, John Food Services 

VanWinkle, Pam Paraprofessional 
Verzella, Lisa Teacher 
Volkens, Kim Teacher 

Wilde, Melanie School Based Health 
Young, Dr. Richard Staff Physician 

Zolvik, Kim District Parent 
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Appendix B 

Isolation Room Procedure 

17 August 2020  

From: Richard Young, M.D., M.P.H.; School Medical Advisor 
To: Hamlet Hernandez, Rachel Sexton, Donald Neel 
Re: PROPOSAL FOR Staffing and Use of Isolation Room (proposed as of 17 August 
2020)  

1. Purpose of Isolation Room  

Isolation room will be utilized to separate those with a potentially serious 
contagious disease from those who are well.  

2. Set up of Isolation Room  

Signage identifying the isolation room and restricting entry / exit to the room 
Ideally, the room will suffice for two students, 6 feet apart with use of curtain or 
partition Ideally, the air in the room will ventilate to the outdoors. 
Sign in / sign out to enable contact tracing 
Proximity to School Nurse office, and, to an exit from the building 
Sink for washing hands, or, if unavailable, hand sanitizer 
Furniture which can be sanitized 
Ideally, a bathroom, or, a nearby bathroom for use of those in isolation 
Cart outside the room containing face masks, gown, gloves, face shields 
Waste receptacles for soiled PPE (personal protective equipment) in the isolation 
room Telephone (speakerphone) to contact nurse, parents, building 
administrator, teacher  

3. Staff Member for isolation room  

A staff member should be designated to (a) accompany student to the isolation 
room, (b) gather student’s belongings in plastic bag (b) remain with the student, 
(c) communicate with the school nurse, and (d) accompany student to parent’s 
vehicle if the student is dismissed. The staff member must have instruction in use 
and disposal of PPE. Staff member will don PPE prior to contact with student.  

4. Referring an ill student to the School Nurse  
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The teacher will telephone the School Nurse to report a student who is ill and is 
being referred for evaluation.  

Students with symptoms suggestive of COVID-19 infection will be accompanied 
by staff member to the isolation room, rather than to the Health Station. This will 
avoid contamination of personnel / surfaces in the Health Station. Symptoms 
compatible with COVID-19 infection include:  

-  T > 100.4F (without antipyretics)  
-  Persistent cough or shortness of breath  
-  Severe malaise, headache, body aches  
-  Loss of smell / taste  
-  Sore throat / runny nose  
-  Gastrointestinal symptoms (diarrhea, abdominal pain)  
-  Exposure to COVID-19 positive person or travel to endemic area  

5. Procedure within Isolation Room  

-  Close door  
-  Student will wash or sanitize hands and don new mask  
-  Student will observe Respiratory Hygiene/Cough Etiquette.  
-  Nurse should don PPE (personal protective equipment) including NIOSH-
approved N95 respirator outside the isolation room, enter the isolation room, and 
evaluate the student. Following evaluation, remove PPE and place in receptacles 
in room. Replace mask and sanitize hands after leaving isolation room.  

6. Disposition of Student who likely does not have COVID19  

-  If the nursing assessment is that the student’s symptoms are unlikely to be 
related to COVID-19 infection, the student may enter the Health Station for care 
of his / her symptoms.  
-  Student will return to class / be dismissed depending on nursing assessment.  
 

7. Disposition of Student whose symptoms may indicate COVID19  
 

-  Student will remain in the Isolation Room with a staff member. Building 
administrator will be notified.  
-  Nurse will contact student’s parent / guardian to pick up the student and take 
him / her to pediatrician for further evaluation.  
-  Parent will be advised to wear a mask, remain in his / her vehicle, and call the 
Health Office upon arrival at school.  
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-  Staff member will accompany student to parent’s vehicle minimizing transit 
through the school building while maintaining social distancing. Student should 
depart via the closest exit. 
- Parent / guardian must identify themselves with photo ID.  

8. Nursing Instructions to Parent / Guardian  

Nurse will recommend that parent / guardian take student to Pediatrician for 
evaluation. If the student manifests symptoms of COVID-19 infection, a test for 
coronavirus is encouraged (follow CDC / State of CT guidelines). A medical 
clearance from student’s Pediatrician must be sent to Health Office prior to return 
to school.  

9. Cleaning of the Isolation Room  

Once the student leaves, the isolation room should remain vacant for one hour, 
to allow for a full exchange of air. Notify custodial staff to clean / disinfect the 
room.  

 

REFERENCES  

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/infection-control.html 
• https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/index.html 
• Preparing Your Office or Clinic for Potential COVID-19 (Novel Coronavirus) Patients 
• https://www.sfcdcp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Preparing-Clinic-for-COVID19-

14Feb2020.pdf 
• https://www.cdc.gov/tb/webcourses/course/chapter7/7_infection_control_7_infection_control_pro

gr am_airborne_infection_isolation_aii_room.html 
• https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/infectious/airbornenegative.pdf 
• Infection Prevention and Control of Epidemic- and Pandemic-Prone Acute Respiratory Infections 

in Health Care https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK214341 
• https://www.westportps.org/uploaded/site_files/www/District/Website_Docs/Westport_Reopening

_ Our_Schools_Fall_2020_-_District_Website_News_and_Announcements_7-27-20.pdf  
• https://www.cdc.gov/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-schools.html  
• Interim Guidance for Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios in Connecticut School Districts. 

Addendum 5 Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together CT State 
Department of Education. August 6, 2020. https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/COVID-
19/Addendum-5-Interim-Guidance-for-Responding-to-C OVID-19-Scenarios-in-CT-School-
Districts.pdf  

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/isolation/index.html
https://www.sfcdcp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Preparing-Clinic-for-COVID19-14Feb2020.pdf
https://www.sfcdcp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Preparing-Clinic-for-COVID19-14Feb2020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/webcourses/course/chapter7/7_infection_control_7_infection_control_progr%20am_airborne_infection_isolation_aii_room.html
https://www.cdc.gov/tb/webcourses/course/chapter7/7_infection_control_7_infection_control_progr%20am_airborne_infection_isolation_aii_room.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/infectious/airbornenegative.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK214341
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Appendix C 

First Student Bus Disinfectant Information 2020-21 

•  First Student collaborated with various government agencies, health care organizations, 
university research teams and school bus manufacturers to test and share information about virus 
dwell-time, reaction and bus decontamination methods.  From this collective and extensive 
research, our recommendation is an innovative and industry-leading disinfecting method called 
Zoono-Z71. 

•  Laboratory tests show Zoono-Z71 to be more than 99% effective against COVID-19. 

•  The spray is applied monthly, offering 30 days of protection.  The first application was done 
prior to the opening of school for the 2020-21 year. 

•  Zoono-Z71 uses anti-microbial spike technology that creates a shield or barrier of protection to 
kill the coronavirus and other germs, which means it continues to protect after application. 

•  Daily disinfectants only protect surfaces at the time of the application and provide no lasting 
defense against recontamination. 

•  Zoono-Z71 is non-toxic and odor-free, making it a better product for vehicles transporting 
children.  It is FDA compliant and EPA registered. 

•  The World Health Organization (WHO) calls the disinfecting technology “nearly perfect” 
when it comes to preventing cross contamination. 

•  First Student believes Zoono-Z71 is the most efficient, effective and sustainable solution. 
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Appendix D 

BHS Daily Student Schedule – Hybrid Model 
*Weeks will be designated A or B 

 
Grades 9-12 

MINS MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

7:55 Warning 
bell 

Blue Cohort 
In Building 

(Orange from home) 

Synchronous classes 
 
Per 1    7:30 - 7:55 
Per 2    8:00 - 8:25 
Per 3    8:30 - 8:55  
Per 4    9:00 - 9:25 
Per 5    9:30 - 9:55 
Per 6  10:00 - 10:25 
Per 7  10:30 - 10:55 
Per 8  11:00 - 11:25 
 
Students must 
participate in each 
class on their 
schedule 
 
Attendance will be 
taken 
 
Same schedule will be 
followed on scheduled 
PD early release 
Wednesdays. 

Orange Cohort 
In Building 

(Blue from home) 

8:00 - 9:15  Per. 1 Per. 5 Per. 1 Per. 5 

9:20 - 9:40  Homeroom/SPIRIT Homeroom/SPIRIT 

9:45 - 11:00 Per. 2 Per. 6 Per. 2 Per. 6 

1st Lunch Wave:  
Lunch: 11:05 - 
11:35 
Class: 11:40 - 
12:55 
 
2nd Lunch Wave: 
Class: 11:05 -
11:40 
Lunch: 11:45 - 
12:15 
Class: 12:20 - 
12:55 
 
3rd Lunch Wave: 
Class: 11:05 - 
12:20 
Lunch: 12:25 - 
12:55 

Per. 3 Per. 7 Per. 3 Per. 7 

1:00 - 2:15 Per. 4 Per. 8 Per. 4 Per. 8 

2:15 - 2:25 School Dismissal School Dismissal 
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WIS Daily Student Schedules – Hybrid Model 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY 

Class 
Times 

Period # Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

7:50-8:35 Arrival SEL Check in SEL Check in SEL Check in SEL Check in 

8:35-9:22 Period 1 ELA/Math CORE Special CORE 

9:26-10:13 Period 2 ELA/Math CORE CORE Special 

10:17-11:04 Period 3 Special CORE CORE- French CORE 

11:08-11:55 Period 4 ELA/Math Special CORE- French CORE 

11:59-12:49 Period 5 ELA/Math Lunch/Recess CORE Lunch/Break 

12:53-1:43 Period 6 Lunch/Recess CORE Break /Lunch CORE- French 

1:47-2:35 Period 7 SCIENCE/SS CORE CORE CORE- French 

2:35-3:05 DISMISSAL SEL Check out SEL Check out SEL Check out SEL Check out 

  

WEDNESDAY - Classes in ITALIC BOLD are synchronous & student participation is required. 

Class 
Times 

Periods Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

8:35-9:26 1 Office Hours  
ELA/ SS  

Office Hours  
ELA/ SS 

Office Hours  
ELA/ SS  

Office Hours  
ELA/ SS 

9:26-10:17 2 Block PE Music work time 

10:17-11:08 3 PE Block work time Music 

11:08-11:59 4 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch 

11:59-12:50 5 Music work time Block PE 

12:50-1:41 6 work time Music PE Block 

1:41-2:32 
7 Office Hours 

Math/ Science/ 
WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

2:32-3:05 
 

Office Hours 
Specials 

Office Hours 
Specials 

Office Hours 
Specials 

Office Hours 
Specials 
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WIS Minimum DAY  
Hybrid Wednesday - Student Schedule  

Classes in ITALIC BOLD are synchronous & student participation is required. 

Time Period Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

8:00-8:30 1 Office Hours 
ELA/ SS/ 

Office Hours 
ELA/ SS/ 

Office Hours 
ELA/ SS/ 

Office Hours 
ELA/ SS/ 

8:30-9:10 2 Block PE Music Work Time 

9:15-9:55 3 PE Block Work Time Music 

10:00-10:40 5 Music Work Time Block PE 

10:45-11:25 6 Work Time Music PE Block 

11:30-12:00 7 
Office Hours 

Math/ Science/ 
WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

Office Hours 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 
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ELEMENTARY Daily Student Schedule – Hybrid Model

Kindergarten, 9:25 – 3:25 

Focus Approximate time 
allotted each day 

Soft Start 15 minutes 

Morning Meeting 25 minutes 

Closing Circle 10-15 minutes 

Readers 
Workshop 

40 minutes 

Read Aloud  15 minutes 

Word Study 20 minutes 

Math Workshop 35 minutes 

Number Corner as part of morning 
meeting 

Writers Workshop 25 minutes 

Specials  41 minutes 

Lunch 30 minutes 

Recess 30 minutes 

Additional time provided for arrival, dismissal, recess, 
and teacher transitions and for COVID-related routines 
and procedures including structured mask breaks, 
bathroom visits, and hand washing. including structured 
mask breaks, bathroom visits, and hand washing.  

1st-4th Grade, 9:25 – 3:25 

Focus Approximate time 
allotted each day 

Soft Start 15 minutes 

Morning Meeting 25 minutes 

Closing Circle 10-15 minutes 

Readers 
Workshop 

45 minutes 

Read Aloud 15 minutes 

Word Study 20 minutes 

Math Workshop 45 minutes 

Number Corner 15 minutes 

Writers Workshop 45 minutes 

Specials  41 minutes 

Lunch 30 minutes 

Recess 30 minutes 

Additional time provided for arrival, dismissal, recess, 
and teacher transitions and for COVID-related routines 
and procedures including structured mask breaks, 
bathroom visits, and hand washing. 

 

Wednesday 

Synchronous Learning Times Asynchronous Learning 

Morning Meeting 9:25 – 10:00 All grade levels Classroom teachers will post activities for 
students to complete at a time on Wednesday 
that works for them and their families. These 
activities will be found in either Google 
Classroom (grades 2-4) or Seesaw 
(Kindergarten, grade 1) in the areas of Literacy 
and Math.  

Specials – Please 
see next page for 
the color-coded 
schedule. Actual 
specials to attend 
depends on the 
monthly rotation. 

10:00 – 10:20   
10:30 – 10:50  
11:00 – 11:20  
11:30 – 11:50 
12:00 – 12:20   

12:25 – 12: 45 
12:50 – 1:10 
1:15 – 1:35 
1:40 – 2:00 
2:05 – 2:25 
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Appendix E 
Branford Public Schools Acceptable Use Policy 

6141.321 

Instruction 

Electronic Information Resources (Internet) 

Acceptable Use of the Internet 

The Internet, a global electronic information infrastructure, is a network of networks used by educators, 
businesses, the government, and numerous organizations.  The Board of Education believes that the 
Internet should be used in schools to educate and to inform.  The Internet is considered primarily a 
learning resource, similar to books, magazines, video, CD-ROM, and other information services 

Students should use the Internet to participate in learning activities to ask questions of and consult with 
experts, to communicate with other students and individuals and to locate material to meet their 
educational and personal information needs.  The Board of Education believes that library media 
specialists and teachers have a professional responsibility to work together to help students develop the 
intellectual skills needed to discriminate among information sources, to identify information appropriate 
to their age and development needs, and to evaluate and use information to meet their educational goals. 

The Internet is viewed as a fluid environment in which information available to students is constantly 
changing.  Therefore, the Board believes that it is impossible to predict with certainty what information 
students might locate.  Due to this uncertainty regarding the electronic information available to 
students, the Board makes no endorsement, implicit or otherwise, of the quality or accuracy of that 
content. 

The Board of Education requires the Superintendent to define guidelines for appropriate use of the 
electronic information resources available to students.  Such guidelines should address issues of 
privacy, ethical use of information with respect to intellectual property, illegal uses of networks, and 
conditions of usage.  The guidelines should strive to preserve student rights to examine and use 
information to meet the educational goals and objectives of the Branford Public Schools. 

Further, given the rapidly changing nature of technology and the need to adapt to those changes, it is 
recommended that this policy and associated guidelines be reviewed and adjusted as necessary. 

Policy adopted:  June 18, 2001 
Policy revised:  June 17, 2009 
 
 

 

Instruction 

Acceptable Use of the Internet 

Students and staff must understand and practice proper and ethical use of the Internet. All students and 
staff must attend at least one session regarding procedures, ethics and security involving using Internet. 
This training is required before receiving an account name and password in order to use the system. 
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1.   Acceptable Use 

a)   The purpose of Internet is to facilitate communications in support of research and education by 
providing access to unique resources and an opportunity for collaborative work. To remain eligible as a 
user, the use of your account must be in support of and consistent with the education objectives of 
Branford Public Schools. Access to the Internet is made possible through an appropriate provider to be 
designated by Branford Board of Education at its sole discretion. Branford Board of Education and all 
users of the Internet must comply with existing rules and Acceptable Use Policies, which are 
incorporated into this document and are available from Branford Public Schools. 
b)   Transmission of any material in violation of any United States or state regulation is prohibited. This 
includes, but is not limited to, copyrighting material, threatening or obscene material, or material 
protected by trade secret. 
c)   Use for commercial activities is generally not acceptable. Use for product advertisement or political 
lobbying is also prohibited. 
2.   Privilege 

The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right. Inappropriate use, including any violation of these 
conditions and rules, may result in cancellation of the privilege. The Branford Board of Education, 
under this agreement, delegates authority to the administrator or his/her designee to determine 
appropriate use and may deny, revoke, suspend or close any user account at any time based upon its 
determination of inappropriate use by account holder or user. 

3.  Monitoring 

The Branford Board of Education and the Branford Public Schools shall respect the privacy of user 
accounts but reserves the right to review any material on user accounts and to monitor fileserver space 
when it is deemed appropriate or necessary. 

4.  Network Etiquette and Appropriate Online Behavior 

All users of Branford Public Schools hardware, software, services, and networks are expected to abide 
by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette. These include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

(a)   Be polite. Do not get abusive in your messages to others. 
(b)  Use appropriate language. Do not swear, use vulgarities or other inappropriate language. Do not 
engage in activities which are prohibited under state or federal law. 
(c)  Do not reveal your personal address or phone numbers of students or colleagues. 
(d)  Note that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private. People who operate the system do 
have access to all mail. Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities may be reported to the 
authorities and may result in the loss of user privileges. 
(e)  Do not use the network in such a way that you would disrupt the use of the network by other users. 
(f)  All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be private 
property. 
(g)  Social networking tools, chat, and instant messaging services should be used for school purposes 
only. 
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5.  No Warranties 

The Branford Board of Education and the Branford Public Schools make no warranties of any kind, 
whether expressed or implied, for the service it is providing. The Branford Board of Education and the 
Branford Public Schools will not be responsible for any damages a user suffers. This includes loss of 
data resulting from delays, no deliveries, misdeliveries, or service interruptions caused by the Branford 
Board of Education or the Branford Public School’s negligence or by the user's errors or omissions. Use 
of any information obtained via the Internet is at the user's own risk. The Branford Board of Education 
and Branford Public Schools specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of 
information obtained through its services. All users need to consider the source of any information they 
obtain, and consider how valid the information may be. 

6.  Security 

(a)  Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many 
users. Users must never allow others to use their password. Users should also protect their password to 
ensure system security and their own privilege and ability to continue to use of the system. 
(b)   If you feel you can identify a security problem on the Internet, you must notify a system 
administrator. Do not demonstrate the problem to other users. 
(c)  Do not use another individual's account without expressed written permission of the account holder. 
(d)  Attempts to log on to the Internet as a system administrator may result in cancellation of user 
privileges. 
(e)   Any user identified as a security risk for having a history of problems with other computer systems 
may be denied. access to the Internet by the Branford Board of Education or the Branford Public 
Schools. 
(f)   No user of any networked computer within the Branford Public Schools will attempt to gain access 
via the local area, or wide area networks, to databases that are secure and proprietary. 
Even well-intentioned or innocent attempts to access  information from local (i.e., non-Internet) 
networks can cause breakdowns or otherwise impair these data sources. Therefore, users will not 
attempt unauthorized access to these networks, for any reason. 

 

7.   Vandalism, Harassment, and Cyberbullying 

(a)  Vandalism and harassment may result in cancellation of user privileges. 
(b)  Vandalism is defined as any malicious attempt to harm, modify, and destroy data of another user, 
Internet, or other networks that are connected to the Internet backbone. This includes, but is not limited 
to, the uploading or creating of computer viruses. 
(c)  Harassment is defined as the persistent annoyance of another user, or the interference of another 
user's work. Harassment includes, but is not limited to, the sending of unwanted mail. 
(d) Cyberbullying is defined as willful and repeated harm inflicted on a person or group of people 
through electronic media such as e-mail, instant messaging, text messages, mobile phones, pagers and 
defamatory Web sites.  Cyberbullying includes, but is not limited to, the following misuses of 
technology:  harassing, teasing, intimidating, threatening, or terrorizing. 
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8.  Procedures for Use 

(a)  Student users must always get permission from their instructors before using the network or 
assessing any specific file or application. FOLLOW WRITTEN AND ORAL CLASSROOM 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
(b)  Student users must sign-in legibly on the appropriate log or register in the classroom each time they 
use the network. 
(c)  All users have the same right to use the equipment. Therefore, users shall not play games or use the 
computer resources for other non-academic activities when other users require the system for academic 
purposes. In addition, users shall not waste nor take supplies, such as paper, printer ribbons, and 
diskettes that are provided by the Branford Public Schools. All users agree to talk softly and work in 
ways that will not disturb other users. 
9.  Encounter of Controversial Material 

Users may encounter material which is controversial and which users, parents, teachers or 
administrators may consider inappropriate or offensive. However, on a global network, it is impossible 
to control effectively the content of data and an industrious user may discover controversial material. It 
is the user's responsibility not to initiate access to such material. Any decision by the Branford Board of 
Education to restrict access to Internet material shall not be deemed to impose any duty on the Branford 
Board of Education to regulate the content of material on the Internet. 

Penalties for Improper Use: 

1. Any user violating these rules, applicable state and federal laws or posted classroom and the Branford 
Public School’s rules are subject to loss of network privileges and any other Branford Public School’s 
disciplinary options. 

2.  In addition, pursuant to the State of Connecticut law, any unauthorized access, attempted access, or 
use of any state computing and/or network system is a violation of the State Penal Code and/or other 
applicable federal laws and is subject to criminal prosecution. 

3. In situations in which vandalism, harassment or cyberbullying originated from a non-school 
computer, but are brought to the attention of school officials, any disciplinary action shall be based 
upon whether the conduct is determined to be severely disruptive of the educational process so that it 
markedly interrupts or severely impedes the day-to-day operations of a school. 

Regulation adopted:  June 18, 2001 
Regulation revised:   June 17, 2009 
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Appendix F 
 

VIDEO CONFERENCING FOR STUDENTS 
Conferencias de video: Guia para estudiantes 

  
As part of your school’s Hybrid and Distance Learning models, you will be participating in 
video conferencing using Google Meet. This video conference will allow you to talk “live” with 
your classmates and the teacher.  
  

RULES TO FOLLOW 

• Being in a video conference is just like being in class at school.  

o Follow all school rules. 
o Dress in clothes that would be okay to wear to school.  
o Do not record video conferencing sessions or take any screenshots. 

o Be a good digital citizen and follow the rules of “Netiquette” you learned from 
your Digital Citizenship classes. 

• All Branford Public School policies still apply. 

o This includes the BPS Acceptable Use policy. 

o The BPS Board of Education policies are here. 

• Treat being in a video conference like being in class at school 

o Your teacher is the only one who can decide who can join the conference. 
o Choose a quiet place to be. 
o Try to pick a place where someone else in your home won’t appear in the 

camera by mistake.   
o If you need help from a parent, guardian, or caregiver, that’s okay, but other 

people in your home should stay out of the video conference and not watch the 
lesson.  

o If you have a headset, you can use it. 
o You are expected to appear on camera in the Meet. If you have a specific 

concern regarding this expectation, please talk to your principal.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xdgM6AqOfvNzpRuFFbgafLHe4tu3Zp8xz6B75TVUL4E/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kJO3uFrmLD5Vwwp9_WMo5uHKja5EzWCn
http://z2policy.cabe.org/cabe/Z2Browser2.html?showset=branford
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN A VIDEO CONFERENCE 

 

• Your teacher will set up a conference using Google Meet.  
o They will post the Meet plan (day and time) in Google Classroom.  

 
o Right before the Meet time, they will post the link in Google Classroom.  

 
o Click on the link in the Classroom post to enter the Meet at its scheduled time, 

and not before the teacher. 
  

• When you join, be respectful of others.  
o Arrive on time. 
o When you enter the Meet, the microphone is turned off so that no one else in the 

meeting can hear you.  

 When the microphone is red, the sound is muted.   

 Click on the microphone icon  on the bottom of the screen to make it 

gray. When it is gray you can be heard by everyone in the session.   

o Click the chat icon  to say something without interrupting the person 
speaking.  

 Type at the bottom of the chat column on the right side.  

 
 

 What you type will be seen by your teacher and anyone else who is part 
of the Meet. 
 

o If you do not want to be seen, you can do one of two things: 

 Click on the camera icon  at the bottom of the screen.  
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 When the web camera is turned off, it will turn red.      
  

 You can also do this if your Internet is not strong enough for you to 
use video. 

 
  

SCREENCASTIFY 

• Your teacher may also ask you to use a Screencastify to record a video of yourself for 
a classroom assignment. Sometimes, this may be the only way to do the classroom 
assignment.  

• Your parents have the right to decide if you may use the app.  

• These videos are for classroom use only. You may not copy or share anyone else’s 
video for any reason. 
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VIDEO/AUDIO CONFERENCING FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 
Guia Para Parientes: Conferencias de Video 

As part of the BPS Hybrid and Distance Learning models, your child’s teacher will use 
video/audio conferencing with your child to support their learning. The teacher will use a tool 
called Google Meet to allow your child to participate in live-streamed classes.  

  
GUIDELINES 

• All relevant school rules apply, including ones regarding appropriate behavior 
and clothing.  

• All relevant Branford Public School policies apply. This includes the BPS 
Acceptable Use policy. Board of Education policies can be found here.  

• Please respect student confidentiality. Any confidential information about other 
students you see or hear in a video or audio conference should be kept private.  No 
information you see or hear about any other students should be shared or used in any 
way. 

• Parents/Guardians, caregivers, and anyone else including students are 
prohibited from recording or taking screenshots of any portion of video and/or 
audio conferences unless such recording is done in accordance with Board of 
Education policy and with the explicit, written permission of an administrator.  

These guidelines are being put into place to protect student privacy under the federal Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) law and in accordance with BPS District Policies. 
A video explaining FERPA is here. 

  
GETTING READY FOR A VIDEO CONFERENCE  

• Have your child participate from a location that is quiet and free from distraction.  
• Parents/guardians or caregivers can help their child with a video or audio conference if 

needed, but if possible no other household members should be present during these 
conferences.  

• Be aware that the other people in the conference can see what is behind your child in a 
video conference. Pick a place where someone else in your home won’t appear in the 
camera by mistake and where private information won’t be visible. 

• We expect students to appear on camera. If you have a concern regarding this 
expectation, please talk to your child’s principal.  

• Headphones may be used to reduce distractions and increase privacy.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hNmQctPgZZFUxi-LJoIbr1o93T9rFoggpLPzMDgB16w/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kJO3uFrmLD5Vwwp9_WMo5uHKja5EzWCn
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1kJO3uFrmLD5Vwwp9_WMo5uHKja5EzWCn
http://z2policy.cabe.org/cabe/Z2Browser2.html?showset=branford
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/pdf/ferpafaq.pdf
https://youtu.be/nhlDkS8hvMU
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PARTICIPATING IN A VIDEO CONFERENCE 

• Your child’s teacher will invite students to participate in the video conference (Google 
Meet) through a link in Google Classroom.  

 

• Your child should join the Google Meet session on time, but not before the teacher. 
• If you do not want your child to be seen during a Google Meet session, the camera can 

be turned off. 

o Click on the camera icon  at the bottom of the screen. When the web camera 
is turned off, it will turn red. 

 

• If you are helping your child with the conference, conduct yourself as you would if you were 
a guest in the teacher’s classroom. It’s important not to interfere with the teacher’s 
instruction or to violate the privacy rights of the other students and their families. 

  
SCREENCASTIFY 

 
The teacher may also ask your child to use Screencastify. This app lets your child record a 
video of themselves. These videos are for classroom use only. Students and 
parents/guardians may not copy or share anyone else’s video for any reason. 
You have the right to decide whether your child may use the app. However, there are times 
when this may be the only way to do a classroom assignment.  
  

 
 

  



 

11 
Last updated: May 10, 2021 

Appendix G 

Branford Public Schools 

ATHLETIC 

RE-ENGAGEMENT PLAN 

2020-21 
 

 
 
 

 
 

This document has been prepared to guide the Branford Public School District in returning to 
play following the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been developed with guidance from the CT State 
Department of Education, Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC), National 
Federation of High Schools (NFHS), East Shore District  Health Department, and Branford Public 
School district. 
 
 

Committee: 
Joseph Briganti, Administrator 

Laura Freiss, Athletic Administrative Assistant 
Jake Palluzzi, BHS Athletic Director 

Thomas Ermini, WIS Athletic Director 
Rosalind Laing, WIS Nurse 

Cathy Hales, Talent Services Representative 
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Branford High School/Walsh Intermediate School Model 
 
Branford Public Schools recognizes the enormity of the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the 
education of our students. While the actions of canceling have been an unprecedented decision, our 
unwavering focus has been on the safety and welfare of all who are associated with the athletic program. 
This plan contains the necessary protocols for the Branford Public Schools’ Athletic Department the start 
of athletics in the fall.  Ultimately the BOE has the authority to suspend, postpone or cancel the fall 
season based on the best interest of their student-athletes and the broader Branford community.  
 
Branford High School 
 
Branford High School will be participating in regionalized Interscholastic Competition. Students will be 
traveling regionally utilizing an abbreviated schedule. 
 
Walsh Intermediate School 
 
Walsh Intermediate School will participate in Middle School Fall Athletics using a School-Based 
Intramural Model. Students will not be traveling for competition, but rather will be competing against 
one another within our school. 
 
CIAC Fall Sports Guidance 
 
The CIAC released a document, “The CT Interscholastic Conference Resocialization of Interscholastic 
Athletics and Activities Programs Guidelines” to guide school districts in the return to interscholastic 
athletic experiences.  
 
The CIAC has released its guiding document “CIAC Fall Sports Plan” UPDATED 8/27 
 
CIAC sport specific committees will meet to provide further detail on individual sport mitigating 
strategies. 
 
All fall sports (cross country, swimming, soccer, field hockey, volleyball. and football) will begin on 
Saturday, August 29, 2020 with low risk conditioning and non-contact sport specific skill work, in 
cohorts no larger than 10, through September 20, 2020. 
 
Physical Dates 
 
Due to the difficulty of scheduling a physical, the CIAC, in consultation with the medical society, has 
temporarily adjusted the policy for student physicals from 13 to 15 months per below: 
 

Health Assessments/Interscholastic Sports Programs: Any student participating in an 
interscholastic sports program must have a health assessment. Each participant in a sport 
program must complete a health questionnaire prior to their health assessment. Completed 
physical examination forms, or copies of, must be on file in the Health Office of the high school 
or middle school prior to the first tryout/practice session. The physical examination is valid for 13 
months* and must cover the athlete for the entire sport season (including the tryout period), as 
specified by the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC). Physicals cannot expire 
during the season. The ARSD will annually post the dates for eligible physicals. A 
parent/guardian may submit an appeal to the Athletic Department in writing, if the last competition 
of the sports season is scheduled prior to 13 months* from the posted physical eligibility date. 

http://www.casciac.org/pdfs/CIACResocializationofAthleticsGuidance.pdf
http://www.casciac.org/pdfs/CIACResocializationofAthleticsGuidance.pdf
https://www.casciac.org/fallplan/
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Physical examinations performed by a student’s parent who is a medical professional will not be 
accepted. 

 
*EXCEPTION: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the CIAC has extended the 13-month rule to 
15-months. This now places the fall sports physical cut-off date to: September 15, 2020. 

 
Athletic Registration 
 
Registration for our fall athletics teams will continue to be through forms Infinite Campus Parent Portal. 
If you need further help with registration, please contact the Athletic Dept. Or visit our website here. 
 
Parents will be able to upload BHS/SBHC pdf physical and medication documents in the Infinite Campus 
Parent Portal. This may be different at WIS as they continue to develop their process. 
 
Tryout Information and Dates 
 
All fall sports (cross country, swimming, soccer, field hockey, volleyball, and football) will begin on 
Saturday, August 29, 2020.  We will continue to be guided by the CIAC if any adjustments are 
necessary. All updated information will be posted on the Branford Athletic Department  website. 
 
September 21, 2020, was determined to be the date at which most of our member schools will have 
been in session for approximately two weeks (many of our member schools will begin instruction on or 
before September 8th). The CIAC believes that a minimum of two weeks of COVID data is necessary 
to determine whether the return to on campus instruction will impact extracurricular offerings. 
Therefore, no full team practices will occur prior to September 21, 2020 
 
Daily Screening Requirements 
 
All staff and students are required to self-screen for any observable illness, including cough or respiratory 
distress, and to confirm temperature below 100 degrees Fahrenheit. The coach or activity supervisor 
must confirm self-screening by all activity participants, upon arrival. Records of self-screening for each 
person should be recorded and stored (see sample Appendix I). Officials, medical staff, and media 
should self-screen prior to attending an event. Any person with COVID symptoms must notify school 
personnel, be removed from participation, self-isolate, and contact their primary care provider or other 
health-care professional. The screening questions may be found in Appendix A of this document. We 
will be using a digital form of this screening. More details will be provided prior to the season through our 
Athletic department and via coaches.  If an athlete self reports yes for any of the symptoms listed on the 
COVID-19 daily screening, the coach must follow district protocols and the athlete should not attend 
practice.   
 
If a student tests positive for COVID 19, the school/district must be notified immediately and local DPH 
must be contacted. The local DPH will direct the appropriate process. 
 
Testing and contact tracing will be guided by the ESHD. We will follow their guidance in any and all 
testing of coaches and/or student-athletes. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 
 
In accordance with CDC guidance, “face coverings are not intended to protect the wearer, but rather to 
reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19 from the person wearing the mask (who may not have any 
symptoms of disease).” (CDC Consideration for Youth Sports, 2020) “Face coverings may be 

http://www.branfordschools.org/o/bhs/page/registration-and-health-information
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challenging for players (especially younger players) to wear while playing sports.” (CDC Consideration 
for Youth Sports, 2020) “Face coverings should be worn by coaches, youth sports staff, officials, 
parents, and spectators as much as possible.” (CDC Consideration for Youth Sports, 2020) 
Recognizing the benefits and potential concerns of using face coverings during conditioning and 
physical activity, the CIAC, in collaboration with the Connecticut State Medical Society, Sports 
Medicine Committee, recommends: 
 i. Cloth or disposable face coverings, approved by local DPHs and school districts, should be worn 
when not engaging in vigorous activity, such as when sitting on the bench, during chalk talk, interacting 
with an athletic trainer, etc. 
 ii. Face coverings should not be worn when engaging in high intensity aerobic or anaerobic 
workouts, distance running, or swimming. 
 iii. Plastic shields covering the entire face (or attached to a helmet) must be approved by CIAC. 
(2020 NFHS Guidance for Opening up High School Athletics and Activities, 2020) 
 iv. Officials should wear face coverings whenever possible.  
v. Coaches and other contest personnel must wear cloth face coverings. (Artificial noisemakers such 
as an air horn or a timer system with an alarm can be used to signal in place of a traditional whistle.) 
(2020 NFHS Guidance for Opening up High School Athletics and Activities, 2020) 
 

Schedule Adjustments 
 
The CIAC has discussed adjusting our schedules to regionalize, should there be a concern of long-
distance travel and possible spread of the virus. The SCC scheduling committee has met and developed 
an alternative scheduling method should this be required. All schedule changes will be posted to 
ArbiterLive and CIAC sports websites. 
 
  

http://www.arbiterlive.com/School/508
http://ciacsports.com/site/?page_id=105
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Below is the CIAC adjusted seasons of limitations chart for fall sports: 

 

Modified 
9/21/20 

First Date of 
Conditioning 
and Skillwork 

First Date of 
Full Teams 
and Full 
Contact 

First 
Scrimmage 
Date 

First 
Contest 
Date 

Max. 
Number of 
Regular 
Season 
Games 

Max. 
Number of 
Games Per 
Week 

Last 
Date 
to 
Play 

Tourney Experience 
will provide all 
participating teams 
with additional games 
(format TBA) 

Cross 
Country 29-Aug 21-Sep NA 1-Oct 12 2 6-

Nov Nov 7-14 

Field 
Hockey 29-Aug 21-Sep 26-Sep 1-Oct 12 2 7-

Nov Nov 7-21 

Football 29-Aug NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Soccer 29-Aug 21-Sep 26-Sep 1-Oct 12 2 7-
Nov Nov 7-21 

Swimming 29-Aug 21-Sep NA 1-Oct 12 2 7-
Nov Nov 7-21 

Volleyball 29-Aug NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

 
* Branford Public School District adjusted the August 29, 2020 dedicated for Skills and 
Conditioning 
 

A cohort of 10 was recommended by DPH for all activities through the first two weeks of school. 
There will be a three-week period designed to re-acclimate student-athletes to the physical and skill 
conditioning level appropriate for interscholastic athletics given the extended layoff that athletes 
may have experienced since last March.  
  
All contests will be scheduled regionally to limit transportation needs and maintain play within a 
geographic region to reduce COVID spread across the state. The CIAC will work with league 
commissioners to establish as much play within a league as possible. There will be outlier schools 
who are more regionally located to schools from other conferences. The CIAC will support our 
leagues and individual schools to develop a balanced regional schedule that provides students with 
an exceptional education-based athletic experience. 
  
*The CIAC will collaborate with league commissioners, athletic directors, and coaches to develop a 
tournament experience during the last two weeks of the fall season. No team will be eliminated from 
competition during this experience to maximize the number of games each team will be able to play 
through the fall season. 
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Daily Practices 
 
To ensure the safest environment for everyone involved in our athletics program, we will be instituting 
evening practices which will begin at 5pm and 7pm daily. All students MUST leave the school and 
campus following the dismissal of school. Student-athletes will then report directly to the field/gym they 
are practicing at the appropriate time. 
 

1. At the final bell for the school day, EVERY student must leave campus; either by bus, car, or 
walk home. The entire campus will be swept by security to ensure no students remain. This will 
ensure that we are limiting the amount of contact in all areas.  

 
2. Students will NOT be allowed to bring their practice attire or equipment with them to school 

during the school day. This will limit the amount of “stuff” they need with them during the school 
day.  

 
3. Student-Athletes will return to campus/school, dressed, ready for play, and report directly to 

their practice/game area for practice to start. This will allow students to go home, do some 
schoolwork, and parents can get out of work and drive them back to campus.  

 
4. There will be no access to locker rooms or changing areas. All players will transport their own 

equipment/pads to and from practice; there will be no storage of any equipment.  
 

5. The athletic training room will be closed. The athletic trainer will go to every team rather than 
the team going to her. 

 
6. Student-athletes must bring their own water; a minimum of 32 ounces of water. There will be no 

sharing of water – athlete to athlete and no communal water to reduce contact points. 
 

7. Student-athletes AND coaches must have a mask – wearing it to the practice and during “bring 
it in” times per CIAC guidelines. 

 
8. All student-athletes will be screened (Appendix A) prior to daily participation. 

 
This plan helps to contain and mitigate the spread of Covid-19 by:  
 

1. Separates the school day from the athletics program. Should we go to fully remote learning, 
there is a possibility our sports teams could still operate as independent small cohorts. 

2. Eliminates students from hanging out in the school and increasing unnecessary contact points. 
3. Ensures equipment will not be contaminated by others either in school or in a locker room. 
4. Limits the amount of cleaning the custodians would have to do. 
5. Limits cohort to cohort contact as teams will not intermingle; they will only be allowed in their 

own area under direct supervision of the coach. 

 
Daily Attendance at “School” & Eligibility to Participate 
 
Daily attendance at “school” will be required to participate in athletics. There are 3 different scenarios 
to address: 
 

1. Full In-school academics - Policy will be as stated student handbook*. 



 

18 
Last updated: May 10, 2021 

2. Hybrid Model - Students must be marked “present” at both in-school and virtual classes each 
day to participate* 

 
*Students who have temporarily opted out of in-person learning and are participating in 
voluntary remote learning will NOT be eligible to participate in co-curricular and athletic 
activities on campus.   

 
Cleaning of Equipment and Practice/Game Attire 
 
It is paramount to reduce the spread of COVID-19 to be cleanly. Washing your hands, taking a shower, 
and cleansing your equipment after every practice, competition, and use reduces the transmission of 
COVID-19. It is the responsibility of every student-athlete to properly clean and disinfect their personal 
equipment each and every day after use. Additionally, workout attire should not be worn again until 
properly washed and cleaned. This includes pinnies, practice shirts, and uniforms. 
 
Hygiene Practices - Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use hand 
sanitizer, especially after touching frequently used items or surfaces. Hand sanitizer should be 
plentiful and available to individuals as they transfer from place to place. Sneeze or cough into a 
tissue, or the inside of your elbow. Avoid touching your face. Appropriate clothing/shoes should 
always be worn to minimize sweat from transmitting onto equipment/surfaces. Athletes must be 
encouraged to shower and wash their workout clothing immediately upon returning to home. There 
should be no shared athletic towels, clothing, or shoes between students. Disinfect frequently used 
items and surfaces as much as possible. Athletes should take their equipment home with them and 
disinfect that equipment each night. Athletes should arrive at practice and games prepared to 
participate without the need to use a locker room, to the extent possible. 
  
Transportation To Events Only 
 
The athletic department will continue to follow the policies regarding transportation to and from away 
contests as outlined in the student-athlete handbook with modifications as prescribed by the State 
Department of Education’s plan to Adapt, Advance, Achieve and updated CIAC Fall Sports Plan.. 
 
The following protocols will be in effect until further notice: 
 

1. All student-athletes will be required to wear a face covering at all times while riding on school 
provided transportation. 

2. Student-athletes will board the transportation, filling the bus from the rear to the front. 
3. Student-athletes will load the bus the same both to and from their destination. The same 

student-athlete will sit in the same seat the entire trip. 
4. There will only be one student-athlete per seat to accommodate student equipment.  

 
Travel to Quarantine State Prior to or During Season 
 
Should a student-athlete travel to an identified quarantine state at any time prior to the start or during 
the fall sports season, the student-athlete must report the travel to their Coach and the athletic 
department and also SELF-QUARANTINE 14 days as prescribed by the CDC and ESHD. 
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Fan Attendance 
 
Spectator/Fan Attendance - As an education-based experience, CIAC sports must consider the 
primary goal of maximizing on-campus learning for all students. Sport complexes and recreation athletic 
facilities are primarily utilized for sport contests. Conversely, school facilities are used as instructional 
areas when games are not being played. Due to the variety of fields used for interscholastic athletic 
competition, it is difficult to develop a one size fits all regulation. The CIAC understands that playing 
games without fans may be appropriate for some schools but not logistically possible for others. Any 
allowance for spectators/fans should provide well marked areas that maintain social distancing and 
follow capacity guidelines established in Connecticut’s Phase 2 reopening plan  and current CDC 
guidance.  The CIAC supports the plans established by school districts that direct the presence of adults 
on campus at this time. Notwithstanding the above, permissible spectator/fan attendance will be 
governed by local districts’ current operating plan.   
  
Locker Rooms 
 
Locker rooms will not be used. 
 
Gathering Limitation 
 
Gathering Limitations – During practice/conditioning, athletes should remain grouped in smaller cohorts 
for purposes of spread mitigation and contact tracing strategy. Competition schedules should be 
scheduled within a region of the 10 closest schools to mitigate potential spread and maximize contact 
tracing capability. When not directly participating in practices or contests, individuals should take care to 
maintain a minimum distance of 6 feet from others. Consider using tape or paint as a guide for athletes 
and coaches. Vulnerable individuals should not supervise or participate in any workouts 
 

Bad Weather Plan 
 
Should bad weather encroach on our practices or competitions, many of the same protocols will 
continue to be followed. In the event student-athletes must take cover due to a weather related issue 
(such as lightning), everyone must be wearing a mask, stay as socially distant as possible in your 
cohort. The Coach will be responsible for notifying the athletic director of the location to ensure it is 
properly disinfected and cleaned. 
 
Game Officials 
 
Game officials will adhere to the CIAC guidelines and should wear face covering whenever possible. – 
The CIAC has suspended the regulation of providing a room for officials for the fall season. Officials 
should come to contests dressed for contests, whenever possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/06-2020/Governor-Lamont-Releases-Business-Documents-for-Phase-2-Reopening-on-June-17
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Appendix A 
COVID-19 Athlete/Coach Daily Monitoring Form 

 
 
Have you been out-of-state? Yes  No 
 
If yes, please indicate, dates and location. 
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Appendix H 
 

BHS Distance Learning Schedule  
 

A/B days will be indicated by the administration. 
 

Grades 9-12 

 
MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

Classes will be conducted synchronously using a blend of on- and off-camera time for students. 
Students are expected to attend all their classes as scheduled. 

8:00 – 9:10  Per. 1 Per. 5 Per 1    7:30 - 7:55 
Per 2    8:00 - 8:25 
Per 3    8:30 - 8:55  
Per 4    9:00 - 9:25 
Per 5    9:30 - 9:55 
Per 6  10:00 - 10:25 
Per 7  10:30 - 10:55 
Per 8  11:00 - 11:25 
  
Asynchronous learning 
12:00 – 2:35  
Students must participate in 
each class on their 
schedule 
  
Attendance will be taken 
  
Same schedule will be 
followed on the scheduled 
PD early release 
Wednesdays. 

Per. 1 Per. 5 

9:12 – 9:27  Homeroom Homeroom 

9:29 – 10:39  Per. 2 Per. 6 Per. 2 Per. 6 

10:41 – 11:51 Per. 3 Per. 7 Per. 3 Per. 7 

11:53 – 12:21 Lunch Lunch 

12:23 – 1:33  Per. 4 Per. 8 Per. 4 Per. 8 
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WIS Distance Learning Schedules  

Grade 5 Distance Learning Schedule 

Time MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

7:50-8:05 School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:30-9:00 
WIS WIN FOR 

ELA/ SS 
 

9:00-10:00 
BLOCK 

 

10:00-10:30 
WIS WINN TIME 

PE  
 

10:30-11:00 
Lunch 

 
11:00-12:00 

Music 
 

12:00-1:00 
Asynchronous 

Work 
 

1:00-1:30 
WIS WIN FOR 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:05-8:30 Small Group 
Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access P1, P4, P7 
for office hours and 

support)*** 
Small Group Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access P1, P4, P7 
for office hours and 

support)*** 

8:30-9:30 Period 1** 
 Period 2 ** Period 1** 

 Period 2**  

9:30-10:00 
WIS WINN TIME 

(Students can 
access P2, P5, for 
office hours and 

support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access P1, P4, P7 
for office hours and 

support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access P2, 

P5,for office hours and 
support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access P1, P4, P7 
for office hours and 

support)*** 

 

10:00-11:00 Period 4** Per. 5** Period 4** Per. 5**  

11:00-11:45 
  LUNCH   

LUNCH  

(M/R)11:45-
12:45 

(T/F) 11:45-
12:30 

 

Period 7** 
SS/SCI 

Per. 3** 
11:45-12:30 

5-1, 5-2, 5-3A PE 
 

5-3 B5-4. 5-5 
BLOCK 

Period 7** 
SS/SCI 

Per. 3** 
11:45-12:30 
5-1,2,3A- PE 

 
5-3B,4,5- Music 

 

(M/R)12:45-
1:15 

(T/F) 12:30-
1:15 

WIS WINN TIME 
12:45-1:15 

(Students can 
access P2, P5, P3 
for office hours and 

support)*** 

Per. 3** 
12:30-1:15 

5-1,2,3A- Music 
 

5-3 B5-4B,5-5 PE 

WIS WINN TIME 
12:45-1:15 

(Students can access P2, 
P5, P3 for office hours and 

support)*** 

Per. 3 
12:30-1:15 

5-1,5-2, 5-3A 
BLOCK 

 
PE 5-3 B 5-4, 5-5 

 

1:15-1:30 Small Group 
Advisory Closing 

Circle* 
Small Group 

Advisory Closing 
Circle* 

Small Group Advisory 
Closing Circle* 

Small Group 
Advisory Closing 

Circle* 
 

1:30-2:00 WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access BLOCK 
office hours and 

support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access MUSIC office 
hours and support) 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

BLOCK teachers for office 
hours and support) 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can 

access MUSIC office 
hours and support) 

 

*Advisory will be conducted as a Google Meet. 

**Classes will be conducted synchronously using a blend of on- and off-camera time for students. Students are expected to attend all their 
classes as scheduled. 

***WINN TIME stands for “What I Need Now.”  Students can use the time to access teachers during these periods to ask questions or gain 
clarification.  WINN will be held each day opposite times of the classes that are available. Teachers may use this time to schedule one-to-one 

or small group meetings with students based on student need. 
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Grade 6 Distance Learning Schedule 

Time MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

7:50-8:05 School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:30-9:00 
WIS WINN ELA/ 

SS 
 

9:00-9:30 
WIS WINN PE  

 
9:30-10:30 

Block 
 

10:30-11:00 
Lunch 

 
11:00:12:00 

Asynchronous 
work 

 
12:00-1:00 

Music 
 

1:00-1:30 
WIS WINN FOR 

Science/ WL 

School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:05-8:30 Small Group 
Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P2, P7 for office 

hours and support)*** 
Small Group Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P2, P7 for office 

hours and support)*** 

8:30-9:30 Period 1** Period 3 ** Period 1** 
 

Period 3** 
 

(M/R)9:30-
10:00 

 
(T/F) 9:30-

10:15 
 

9:30-10:00 
WIS WINN TIME 

(Students can access 
P3, P6 for office hours 

and support)*** 

Period 4** 
9:30-10:15 

6-1 PE 
6-2 Block 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P3, P6 for office hours 

and support)*** 

Period 4** 
9:30-10:15 

6-1 PE 
6-2 Music 

(M/R) 
10:00-11:00 
 
(T/F) 10:15-

11:00 

Period 2**  
10:00-11:00 

Period 4** 
10:15-11:00 
6-1 Music 

6-2 PE 

Period 2**  
 

Period 4** 
10:15-11:00 

6-1 Block 
6-2 PE 

 

 
11:00-11:45 
 

LUNCH LUNCH 

11:45-12:45 Period 7** Per. 6** Period 7** Per. 6** 

12:45-1:15 
WIS WINN TIME 

(Students can access 
P3, P6 for office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P2, P7 for office 

hours and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P3, P6 for office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P2, P7 for office 

hours and support)*** 

1:15-1:30 Small Group Advisory Closing Circle* Small Group Advisory Closing Circle*  

1:30-2:00 WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
BLOCK office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
MUSIC office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
BLOCK teachers for 

office hours and 
support) 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
MUSIC office hours 

and support)*** 
 

 
*Advisory will be conducted as a Google Meet. 

**Classes will be conducted synchronously using a blend of on- and off-camera time for students. Students are expected to attend all their 
classes as scheduled. 

***WINN TIME stands for “What I Need Now.”  Students can use the time to access teachers during these periods to ask questions or gain 
clarification.  WINN will be held each day opposite times of the classes that are available. Teachers may use this time to schedule one-to-one 

or small group meetings with students based on student need. 
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Grade 7 Distance Learning Schedule 

Time MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

7:50-
8:05 School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:30-9:00 
WIS WINN 

FOR 
 ELA/ SS 

 
9:00-10:00 

Music 
 

10:00-11:00 
Asynchronous 

Work 
 

11:00-11:30 
Lunch 

 
11:30-12:30 

Block 
 

12:30-1:00 
PE Office 

Hours 
 

1:00-1:30 
WIS WINN 

FOR  
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:05-
8:30 

Small Group Advisory* 
8:05-8:30 

 

WIS WIN TIME 
8:05-8:30 

(Students can access 
P1, P7, P2 for office 

hours and support)*** 

Small Group Advisory* 
 

8:05-8:30 
 

WIS WIN TIME 
8:05-8:30 

(Students can access P1, 
P7, P2 for office hours 

and support)*** 

(M/R) 
8:30-
9:15 

 
(T/F) 
8:30-
9:30 

 

Period 1** 
8:30-9:15 

7-1 PE 
7-2 Music 

 
Period  4** 
8:30-9:30 

 

Period 1** 
8:30-9:15 

7-1 PE 
7-2 Block 

 
Period 4** 
8:30-9:30 

 

(M/R 
)9:15-
10:00 

 
(T/F) 
9:30-
10:00 

 

Period 1** 
9:15-10:00 
   7-1 BLock 

   7-2 PE 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7, P2 for office 

hours and support)*** 

Period 1** 
9:15-10:00 
7-1 Music 

7-2 PE 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access P1, 

P7, P2 for office hours 
and support)*** 

10:00-
11:00 

Period 7**  
 

Per. 5** 
 

Period 7**  
 

Per.5** 
 

11:00-
11:45 

 
 LUNCH LUNCH 

11:45-
12:45 

Period 2** 
 

Per. 3 ** 
 

Period 2** 
CORE 

Per. 3** 
 

12:45-
1:15 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P4, P5, P3  for office 
hours and support)** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P7, P2 for office hours 

and support)*** 
 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P4, P5, P3  for office 
hours and support)** 

 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access P7, 

P2 for office hours and 
support)**** 

 

1:15-
1:30 

Small Group Advisory Closing Circle* Small Group Advisory Closing Circle* 

1:30-
2:00 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

BLOCK office hours and 
support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

MUSIC office hours and 
support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

BLOCK office hours and 
support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

MUSIC office hours and 
support)*** 

 
*Advisory will be conducted as a Google Meet. 

**Classes will be conducted synchronously using a blend of on- and off-camera time for students. Students are expected to attend all their 
classes as scheduled. 
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***WINN TIME stands for “What I Need Now.”  Students can use the time to access teachers during these periods to ask questions or gain 
clarification.  WINN will be held each day opposite times of the classes that are available. Teachers may use this time to schedule one-to-one 

or small group meetings with students based on student need. 

Grade 8 Distance Learning Schedule 

Time MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

7:50-8:05 School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:30-9:00 
WIS WINN 

FOR  ELA/ SS 
 

9:00-10:00 
Asynchronous 

Work 
 

10:00-11:00 
Music 

 
11:00-11:30 

Lunch 
 

11:30-12:00 
PE Office Hours 
 

12:00-1:00 
Block 

 
1:00-1:30 

WIS WINN FOR 
Math/ Science/ 

WL 

School-Wide Morning Greeting 

8:05-8:30 Small Group 
Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 
Small Group 
Advisory*  

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 

8:30-9:30* 
Period 1** 
8:30-9:30 

 
Period 4** 
8:30-9:30 

Period 1** 
 

Period 4** 
 

9:30-10:00 
WIS WINN TIME  

(Students can access 
P4, P6, P3 for office 

hours and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME  
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME  
(Students can access 
P4, P6, P3 for office 

hours and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 

10:00-11:00 Period 7** Per. 6** 
 Period 7** Per. 6** 

 

11:00-11:45 lunch lunch lunch lunch 

(M/R)11:45-
12:30 

 
(T/F) 11:45-

12:45 
 

Period 2** 
8-1- PE 

8-2- Music 
11:45-12:30 

 

Per. 3** 
11:45-12:45 

Period 2** 
8-1PE 

8-2 Block 
11:45-12:30 

Per. 3** 
11:45-12:45.  

(M/R)12:30-
1:15 

 
(T/F) 12:45-

1:15 

Period 2** 
8-1 Block 
8-2 PE 

12:30-1:15 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 

Period 2** 
8-1 Music 

8-2 PE 
12:30-1:15 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
P1, P7 for office hours 

and support)*** 

1:15-1:30 Small Group Advisory Closing Circle* Small Group Advisory Closing Circle* 

1:30-2:00 WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
BLOCK office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

MUSIC office hours and 
support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 
BLOCK office hours 

and support)*** 

WIS WINN TIME 
(Students can access 

MUSIC office hours and 
support)*** 

 
*Advisory will be conducted as a Google Meet. 

**Classes will be conducted synchronously using a blend of on- and off-camera time for students. Students are expected to attend all their 
classes as scheduled. 

***WINN TIME stands for “What I Need Now.”  Students can use the time to access teachers during these periods to ask questions or gain 
clarification.  WINN will be held each day opposite times of the classes that are available. Teachers may use this time to schedule one-to-one 

or small group meetings with students based on student need. 
SPECIALS TEACHERS FULLY REMOTE SCHEDULE 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kkv4skfmT7i6G3EId-BW0gnePl1mtfV1t-vuDp9uy1g/edit#gid=0
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ELEMENTARY Distance Learning Schedule  
 

Grades K-4 STUDENTS 

APPROX. 
TIMES 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

9:25 - 9:30 School-wide Morning Greeting (can be viewed at another time) 

9:30 - 9:45 Morning Meeting 9:30 - 9:55  
Morning Meeting  
(live via Google Meet) 
 
10:00 - 2:25  
Art, Music, Library, PE, & 
STEM (gr. 1-4)  
see schedule on next page for 
Google Meet times  
 
Asynchronous Learning  
Learning activities will be available 
in each teacher’s Seesaw (K & Gr. 
1) or Google Classroom (Gr. 2-4) 
and can be done at any time of 
day. 
 
**Reading (apx. 45 mins.) 
**Writing (apx. 45 mins.) 
**Math (apx. 45 mins.) 
 
2:40 - 3:40 
What I Need time (depending 
on student need, may involve live 
interactions or enrichment 
activities that can be completed at 
another time) 

Morning Meeting 

9:45 - 9:50 BREAK (off-camera) BREAK (off-camera) 

9:50 - 
10:35 

Reading** Reading** 

10:35 - 
10:55 

Specials office hours 
(asynchronous learning 
activities can be done at 
another time) 

Specials office hours  
(asynchronous learning activities 
can be done at another time) 

10:55 - 
11:25 

Writing** Writing** 

11:25 - 
12:10 

Lunch and Recess  Lunch and Recess 

12:10 - 
12:55 

Math** Math** 

12:55 - 
1:25 

What I Need time 
(depending on student need, 
may involve live interactions or 
enrichment activities that can 
be completed at another time) 

What I Need time (depending 
on student need, may involve live 
interactions or enrichment activities 
that can be completed at another 
time) 

1:25 - 1:40 Closing Circle Closing Circle 

1:40 - 3:40 Specials   
(offerings will be provided on 
the days that classes are 
scheduled to have a special; 
this time can also be used to 
complete asynchronous 
specials work) 

Specials  
(offerings will be provided on the 
days that classes are scheduled to 
have a special; this time can also 
be used to complete asynchronous 
specials work) 

**These parts of the day will involve a live mini-lesson provided through Google Meet followed by student-specific 
learning activities that may or may not involve additional live sessions with the teacher based on the students’ 
needs and daily plan. All other time slots will involve live interactions through Google Meet unless otherwise 
indicated. 
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Please note: Actual start/end times of each activity may vary by day. 
 
 
 

ELEMENTARY SPECIALS  
 

• Students will sign on during the time that matches their grade level and cohort color. For the 
purposes of specials, students who are currently always virtual or four-day-a-week students will 
be assigned a color cohort by their teacher. 

• Students will continue to participate in the specials that they’ve been assigned to for the 
month’s rotation. In addition, all students will be able to take PE on Wednesdays. PE will be 
taken by all students in a grade level at the same time. 

• On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, specials teachers will post asynchronous work and 
offer live opportunities, based on the current hybrid daily schedule.  

• Specials activities that are posted in Seesaw can be completed asynchronously on the 
students’ assigned specials days. 

 

Wednesday Specials Schedule  
(Depending on the Current Specials Rotation) 

 
 

10:00 -  
10:20 

10:30 -  
10:50  

11:00- 
11:20 

11:30 -  
11:50 

12:00 -  
12:20 

12:25- 
12:45 

12:50- 
1:10 

1:15- 
1:35 

1:40- 
2:00 

2:05- 
2:25 

Kindergarten 
LUNCH:  

11:50-12:20 
LUNCH: 

12:20-12:50 

PE ART 
Blue 

ART 
Orange 

MUSIC 
Blue 

MUSIC 
Orange 

Library 
Blue 

Library 
Orange 

   

Grade 1 
LUNCH: 

12:20-12:50 
LUNCH: 

11:50-12:20 

ART 
Blue 

PE STEM 
Blue 

ART 
Orange 

Library 
Blue 

 
STEM 

Orange 
Library 
Orange 

MUSIC 
Blue 

MUSIC 
Orange 

Grade 2 
LUNCH: 

12:20-12:50 
LUNCH: 

11:50-12:25 

STEM 
Blue 

Library 
Blue 

PE Library 
Orange 

ART 
Blue 

STEM 
Orange 

MUSIC 
Blue 

MUSIC 
Orange 

ART 
Orange 

 

Grade 3 
LUNCH: 

12:20-12:50 
LUNCH: 

11:50-12:20 

Library 
Blue 

MUSIC 
Blue 

MUSIC 
Orange 

PE STEM 
Blue 

ART 
Orange 

 
ART 
Blue 

STEM 
Orange 

Library 
Orange 

Grade 4 
LUNCH: 

12:20-12:50 
LUNCH: 

12:45-1:15 

MUSIC 
Blue 

STEM 
Orange 

Library 
Blue 

STEM 
Blue 

PE MUSIC 
Orange 

ART 
Blue 

 
Library 
Orange 

ART 
Orange 
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Appendix I 
 

Exemptions from Wearing Face Coverings 
 
Students, staff and all individuals inside school buildings and District facilities are required to wear 
appropriate face coverings except if: 

1. the individual cannot wear the face covering because the individual has difficulty breathing, is 
unconscious, or incapacitated; 

2. the individual cannot remove the face covering without assistance; 
3. the individual has a documented medical reason making it unsafe to wear a mask; 
4. the individual is a student under the age of three (3); or 
5. the individual has a disability that causes the individual to be unable to wear a face covering. 

 

Important Note: The need for a medical exemption for the wearing of face coverings of the styles 
recommended for use in schools for source control is rare. Medical contraindications to the wearing of 
cloth or other similar loose-fitting masks generally are limited to individuals suffering from severe 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) such as might be seen with cystic fibrosis, severe 
emphysema, heart failure, or significant facial burns that would cause extreme pain or interfere with the 
healing of a skin graft. These severe medical conditions will be rare in students or staff capable of 
presenting to the school for work or instruction (in most cases these individuals would not be able to 
move about freely without significant assistance). In addition, for anyone suffering from any of these 
underlying conditions, the strong recommendation would be for that person to remain at home and 
engage in fully virtual learning due to their risk of developing severe complications if they did become 
infected with COVID-19. Mild or intermittent respiratory or other common conditions such as asthma, 
cardiovascular diseases, kidney disease, or other similar conditions generally are not considered 
contraindications to the wearing of loose-fitting face coverings. 
 
For preschool students, exceptions to the face covering requirement will be implemented in 
accordance with the latest guidance from the Connecticut State Department of Education or the 
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood, depending on the preschool program. 
 
If a student claims a medical exemption from wearing a face covering, the parent or guardian and the 
student’s treating physician must complete the Face Covering Exemption Request Form (see below) 
and file it with the school nurse. 
 
Determinations regarding student exemptions from wearing a face covering due to disability shall be 
made by a team of individuals knowledgeable of the student and their disability, convened and guided 
by the case manager identified in the student’s 504 plan or IEP. 
 
If a staff member claims a medical or disability-related exemption for wearing a face covering, the 
District shall comply with all applicable laws, rules, regulations, and requirements regarding the 
evaluation of, and response to, any such claim. 
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Branford Public Schools 
Face Covering Medical Exemption Form 

This form must be completed by a medical practitioner licensed in the State of Connecticut to prescribe 
medication. This form is a confidential health record and will be kept separately from the student’s academic 
record. It will be destroyed at the end of the school year and a new form will need to be submitted in subsequent 
school years. 
 

 
 

Name of Medical Practitioner 

 
 

Name of   Clinic/Practice Phone Number 

Branford Public Schools requires students to wear a face covering while on the bus or school 
grounds in order to minimize the spread of COVID - 19. 

Please provide information about the following student that would necessitate a waiver of 
this requirement for their own personal health and safety. 

 
 

Name of Student 
 

School Grade Level 
 

What medical condition does the student have that adversely impacts his/her ability to wear the 
recommended face covering? 

 

 
Is   this   medical   condition  considered  a physical  or  mental 
impairment   that   impacts one  or   more  major  life   activities? □ Yes □ No 
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Can the student wear a face covering for shorter durations? □ Yes □ No 

 

If   yes,  what  length  of  time  can  he/she  wear  a  face  covering? _____________ minutes 
 

Please indicate whether or not the student can wear a face covering in each of 
the following situations: Yes No 

● On a school bus sitting next to other students □ □ 

● In a classroom sitting next  to  other  students □ □ 

● Walking  in  hallways  or  in  common  areas  for  10 minutes  or  less □ □ 

● During  PE  instruction  or  other  activities  that  involve  aerobic  exercise □ □ 
● Meeting with teachers, counselors, or other staff in a one-on-

one situation 

What alternative to wearing the recommended cloth face covering would you recommend? 
(e.g., a transparent plastic face shield) 

Other recommendations or notes: 

 

 
 

Signature of  Medical Practitioner Date 
 
 

 

□ □ 
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Appendix J 
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Appendix K 
 

Branford Schools Schedules for Full In-Person Learning 
2020-21 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LsMu-larqRT487Tj45ALENPAoxXaXu-MfbgFhyeFCXc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LsMu-larqRT487Tj45ALENPAoxXaXu-MfbgFhyeFCXc/edit?usp=sharing
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