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Question  Answer 
If a local public health unit has determined that they 
don't have capacity to do contact tracing in schools, 
schools have been told that it is not their job to 
contact trace but staff are aware of positive tests. 
What should those staff people do if they feel unsafe? 
Is the state supposed to be picking up that slack of 
contact tracing? 

The school positive response process helps identify the 

specific responsibilities for each role (school district/building 

POC, LPH/NDDoH SCC and NDDoH Disease Control). When 

LPH has reached capacity, NDDoH SCC step in to work with 

the schools. Frequently the school is receiving notification 

first, so it is essential for the building/district POC to initiate 

the school positive response process by contacting LPH or 

the NDDoH SCC (via the hotline or email). 

There are several actions a district/building POC can take 

while they are awaiting additional information/action from a 

case investigator: gather information on those potentially 

exposed, determine if an exposed classroom/activity needs 

to be closed while investigation takes place, and contact 

potentially exposed individuals to prevent them from 

returning to school or send them home from school until 

close contacts are determined from the case investigation. 

How long after a positive does a person Quarantine?  
10 days from the 1st symptom or 48 hours after the 
last symptoms? 

A positive person isolates at least 10 days since symptoms 
first appeared and at least 24 hours with no fever without 
fever-reducing medication and other symptoms of COVID-19 
are improving (loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks 
or months after recovery and need not delay the end of 
isolation). See You have Covid-19 Infection, Now What? 

15 minutes added up over a period of how long? A close contact is someone who was within 6 feet for a total 
of 15 minutes or more while the case is deemed to be 
infectious (48 hours prior to their onset of symptoms; for 
asymptomatic cases, 48 hours prior to the date they were 
tested). 

Why were we told the entire football team had to 
quarantine? No exceptions. 

There are many factors to consider in sports: level of contact 
in the sport, position played in a game, pre-season COVID 
sport-specific modifications, transportation to/from game, 
locker room, huddle, pre/post game activities, practice, etc. 
Considering all those aspects and  a total of 15 minutes and 
less than 6 ft, it is entirely possible the entire team could be 
determined close contacts.  

Looking for guidance when a person from a competing 
team tests positive.  Volleyball is unique in that some 
players only play in the back row and it would be 
impossible for someone in the back row to be 
considered a close contact.  We are being told that 
possibly all players should be considered a close 
contact and should quarantine.  That doesn't make 
any sense when considering the 6-foot, 15-minute 
guideline. 

There are many factors to consider in sports: level of contact 
in the sport, position played in a game, pre-season COVID 
sport-specific modifications, transportation to/from game, 
locker room, huddle, pre/post game activities, practice, etc. 
Considering all those aspects and a total of 15 minutes and 
less than 6 ft, it is entirely possible the entire team could be 
determined close contacts.  

https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Back%20to%20School%20signage/School%20Positive%20Response%20Process%20%26%20Roles.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Factsheet_for_People_With_COVID-19.pdf
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A student hasn't been in school since last Friday.  They 
get tested on Monday for COVID and get a positive 
result on Wednesday or Thursday, are students going 
to be a ruled a close contact, even though they have 
been in school Monday thru Thursday 

The answer to this question depends on when the positive 
student’s onset date of symptoms. The case investigation will 
uncover this information and determine the close contacts. 
Close Contact to COVID-19  is defined as someone within 6 
feet for a total of 15 minutes or more while the case is 
deemed to be infectious (48 hours prior to their onset of 
symptoms; for asymptomatic cases, 48 hours prior to the 
date they were tested). 

If a student is a case and does their 10 day of isolation 
and is recovered but gets re-exposed to another 
positive student at school. Does this student have to 
quarantine again? 

There is a 90-day window that individuals have where they 
will not contract the virus again; after the 90 days, there is a 
repeat transmission risk.  

My public health nurse told our school staff that you 
cannot isolate in the same house.  

It is difficult but not impossible to isolate in the same house. 
To the extent possible, separate the positive individual and 
have them use a separate bathroom, bedroom, etc. from 
other household members. See You have Covid-19 Infection, 
Now What? 

Are there any local health units that have NOT 
recommended that masks in schools be mandatory?  

All LPH have recommended masks. It is too good a 
countermeasure to not employ. School districts make local 
decisions on how to implement preventive measures within 
their schools. 

Is the NDDoH recommending that school districts in 
ND return to Face to Face instruction, including those 
in counties with infection rates of over 5%? 

A change in learning models is a local decision the school 
district makes while working with LPH. The recommendation 
is to make risk informed decisions weighing the current 
county color level and the relative health risks of COVID-19 
transmission from in-personal instruction against the 
educational, social-behavioral, and emotional risks, as well as 
access to school meal programs, social services, extended 
day childcare services and extra-curricular activities, social-
emotional support from peers and educators, and school 
transportation. 

If "close contacts AND their households" will be asked 
to quarantine, what is the recommendation if the 
initial close contact has a negative COVID test result 
after being notified?  

A close contact should quarantine for 14 days following the 
last potential exposure, monitor themselves for symptoms 
and get tested 7-10 days after the last known exposure. If 
you are found to be negative, you will still need to fulfill your 
recommended quarantine period, as it can take up to 14 days 
to develop COVID-19. See You Are a Close Contact To a 
COVID-19 Case, Now What? 

Can we revisit the Close Contact guidance? Maybe 
based on other states who also follow CDC guidance 
but are less restrictive. 

Other states that are less restrictive are not following CDC 
guidance. At this time, the NDDoH has no intent to redefine 
the Close Contact guidance.   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-
sick/quarantine.html 

https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Factsheet_for_People_With_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Factsheet_for_People_With_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Factsheet_for_People_Who_are_Close_Contacts.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Factsheet_for_People_Who_are_Close_Contacts.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html


School and Health Administrators Town Hall Questions 
9-22-2020 

3 
 

I was told last week there is no such thing as a false 
positive in the rapid tests. The false readings only 
happen in negatives? 

There are several different types of tests that work in 
different ways and detect the virus during different times. 
For instance, a serology test used too close to the beginning 
of an infection may result in a negative. There are also 
different platforms that are used for tests (4 different types) 
each one with different sensitivity / specificities.  For more 
information see PCR vs Serology Testing. We should keep in 
mind that no test is 100%.  

Can you clarify today's order re: household contacts 
and close contacts? 

The amendment to the health officer order expanded the 
quarantine order from household contacts to all close 
contacts. This is in keeping with CDC recommendations on 
close contacts and quarantines. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-
sick/quarantine.html 

Where on the website will the new quarantine order 
be available? 

The amendment to the health officer order expanded the 
quarantine order from household contacts to all close 
contacts is found here. 

Do students returning from Mexico no longer have to 
quarantine for 14 days? 

There is no longer an international travel quarantine 
required. You can find more information here. 

How are we to hire any new staff members when (1) 
we will only be able to pay them until December 31 (2) 
there are no teachers looking for a 3 month job  (3) we 
can't find subs let alone a new hire. 

This link takes you to the Education Corps funding uses, 
allocations, and Q&A. The Q&A provides information on 
retroactive funding use, which can help provide ways to 
rework budgets and fund teachers beyond the December 30, 
2020 deadline. 

 

https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/COVID19_PCRvsSerologyTesting.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/State%20Health%20Officer%20Orders/2020-06.1_Amended_Close_Contact.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/State%20Health%20Officer%20Orders/2020-06.1_Amended_Close_Contact.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/news/mariani-amends-state-health-officer-order-regarding-close-contacts
https://www.health.nd.gov/news/mariani-lifts-state-health-officer-order-regarding-international-travel
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/familiescommunity/nddpi-updates-and-guidance-covid-19/covid-19-funding/education-corps-funding

