
Starting in school year 2020-21, to receive a diploma from a public high 
school each senior must complete the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA opens for 2021-2022 on October 1, 2020.  

I have sent an email to all seniors to schedule a time in October to 
complete the FAFSA using Google Forms. Parents are encouraged to 
come in during the scheduled time with their child to complete the FAFSA. 
❋❋Parents when you arrive at Galatia High School you will need to wear 
a mask and have your temperature checked when entering the building.  

Keep in mind, just because you may not qualify for Financial Aid you may 
need to complete the FAFSA for scholarships.  

If you have any questions regarding the FAFSA,including what parent 
and/or student information to use, please contact Mrs. Love at 
klove@galatiak12.org or 297-4199.  

What do you need to bring for the FAFSA 
appointment?  

● Student and Parent FSA ID - Click here to create a FSA ID. Use your personal 
email, not your school email. We can create the ID together at your appointment. 
If you’re a dependent student, one of your parents whose information is reported 
on the FAFSA form will also need an FSA ID so that he or she can sign your 
application electronically. Parents, if you have created a FSA ID for a child in the 
past or for self you will use that ID.  

○ When you create your FSA ID, be careful to enter your name and Social 
Security number exactly as they appear on your Social Security card.  

● Your Social Security number  

● Your parents’ Social Security numbers if you are a dependent student  

● Your driver’s license number  

● 2019 Federal tax information or tax returns including IRS W-2 information, 
for you (and your spouse, if you are married), and for your parents if you are a 



dependent student:  

○ IRS 1040  

○ Foreign tax return, IRS 1040NR, or IRS 1040NR-EZ  

○ Tax return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin            
Islands, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, or          
Palau  

● Records of your untaxed income, such as child support received, interest 
income, and veterans noneducation benefits  

● Information on cash; savings and checking account balances; investments, 
including stocks and bonds and real estate (but not including the home in which 
you live); and business and farm assets for you, and for your parents if you are 
a dependent student.  

FSA ID Creation Template Name  

Email address(Not School Email)  
Username  
Password  
Challenge Question 1 You will pick a question to answer.  
Question:  
Answer: Challenge Question 2 You will pick a question to answer.  
Question:  
Answer: Challenge Question 3 You will create a question and answer.  
Question:  
Answer: Challenge Question 4 You will create a question and answer.  
Question:  
Answer: 4 digit code (NOT your birthdate)  
A date works well.  
Answer: Example: Christmas of the year you were born Information you will need: Social 
Security Number, Permanent Address, and Phone Number (one that won’t change).  
Create FSAID at fsaid.ed.gov.  
Username: The username must be from 6 to 30 characters long. You can use any combination 
of letters and numbers. It is NOT case sensitive.  
Password: The password must be between 8 and 30 characters long. It IS case sensitive and 
must NOT contain any part of your name, date of birth, or SSN. You can use any combination of 
the following as long as it contains at least three of the four criteria:  
● numbers  
● uppercase letters  
● lowercase letters  
● non-alphanumeric special characters ! @ # $ & * ( ) [ ] _ - .  
Frequently Asked Questions about the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  



“What is the FAFSA?” The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the online 
application that allows a student to apply simultaneously for federal student aid (including the 
Pell Grant, work-study opportunities, and federal student loans) and the Illinois Monetary 
Award Program (MAP) grant. Many colleges and universities use it for their aid programs,too. 
The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid is a similar application that provides a 
path for some students who do not qualify for federal aid to apply for state and school-funded 
assistance. The maximum state MAP grant for the 2020-21 school year is $5,340. The maximum 
federal Pell grant for the 2020-21 school year is $6,345.  

“Isn’t the application too long and difficult to complete?” Most applicants complete the 
FAFSA in about 30 minutes. If You have questions, talk to your school counselor. Help is also 
available for FREE from the Illinois Student AssistanceCommission (studentportal.isac.org).  

“If I want to learn a trade, can the FAFSA still be of assistance to me?” The FAFSA isn’t 
just for associate’s or bachelor's degree programs! Students can receive need-based Pell grants, 
federal student loans, and other federal student aid for technical, trade, and vocational programs 
at community colleges and at many other schools and training programs.Students can check 
with the school they want to attend or use the federal government’s online College Navigator 
tool to find out which institutions participate in the programs: 
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/  

“Does my family make too much money to benefit from the FAFSA?” Financial aid is left on 
the table every year who didn’t apply because they erroneously thought they were ineligible. 
You really don’t know until you apply!Income and assets are factors in determining your 
eligibility, but so are things like the number of students in the family who are in school and the 
age of the parent(s). For students from families that do make too much to qualify for need based 
grant aid, the FAFSA can still be helpful, since it’s needed for work-study, an AIM HIGH grant 
from one of our public universities, or a federal student loan (usually at competitive rates and 
with more borrower protections than private loans,including options for income-based 
repayment and forgiveness programs for some careers). Your college may offer aid based on 
your FAFSA info too, and your eligibility may be different depending on your school. 
Additionally, some scholarship programs use information from the FAFSA as part of the 
application process. As most financial aid is awarded in date order based on FAFSA filing date, 
it is a very good idea to complete the FAFSA as early as possible. This “place inline” can be 
used for opportunities that come up later, and also can be used if family financial circumstances 
suddenly change.  

“What if I don’t want a student loan?” Filing the application doesn’t commit you to anything. 



You’ll just find out whether you might be eligible for aid!  

“How is FAFSA data protected”? I don’t want my information sold, and I don’t want my 
school to have it.” By law, your personally identifiable Information (PII) in the FAFSA can 
only be used in furtherance of administering financial aid, including research. Although your 
high  
school will know whether you completed the FAFSA, it will not have access to the information 
that you provide on your FAFSA.  

“If I choose to file an application, how will I know that my application is complete?” Once 
you submit the FAFSA or the Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid, you will receive 
a confirmation of receipt at the email address you provided in the application. This will allow 
you to demonstrate that you’ve met the requirement of filing an application even if there are 
circumstances that will need to be addressed with the college/university’s financial aid office 
later.  


