
                October—November 2017    

Introducing your 2017 Homecoming Queen Ali Lorensen and  

Homecoming King Layne Heese  

Queen Attendants left to right: Lindsey Gra lheer, Tymaree Krusemark and  Jenna Kub ik 

King Attendants left to right a re:  Brady Oliver, Tyler Nelson and  Jared  Tyrrell 
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Superintendent Small Talk          

with Jason Dolliver 
 

Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 

 The 2017-18 school year is off and running, and we got out of the blocks very well.  September is 

nearly over (or over by the time you read this), which means the end of the first quarter of the school year 

will be here before we know it.  The school year is about to get challenging for many reasons.  I know the PPS 

staff members are ready to overcome those challenges, and I hope students are their families are as well.  

The challenges are what make us grow and become better people.  For that reason, I encourage everyone to 

embrace the challenges that lie ahead and take advantage of the opportunities they present! 

 I want to address student safety in this newsletter article.  While it seems as if curriculum, instruc-

tional strategies, meeting the unique needs of learners, or something along these lines would be the Dis-

trict’s number one priority, they are not.  Student safety if our first and foremost priority, and it is something 

we take very seriously.  Students who are not safe are not capable of learning, therefore we need to do eve-

rything possible to make sure that is the case.  Over the last two school years, we have been working to re-

fine and improve our safety plan.  This is in part due to new requirements, but it is also due to new informa-

tion that has come to District personnel’s attention. 

 PPS is following the lead of an organization called the I Love U Guys Foundation (iloveuguys.org).  The 

"I Love U Guys" Foundation was created to restore and protect the joy of youth through educational pro-

grams and positive actions in collaboration with families, schools, communities, organizations and govern-

ment entities.  Most schools in Nebraska and across the country are following the lead of this organization as 

well.  The hope is for all schools in the nation to follow suit so safety protocols are universal regardless of 

where a student attends school. 

 This information is mentioned because PPS is putting extensive plans into place in the event of any 

sort of tragedy ranging from an active shooter to a catastrophic tornado.  We intend to begin educating stu-

dents, parents, and district patrons about the safety protocols very soon.  This newsletter article is hopefully 

serving as one of the initial educational pieces of information. 

 At the heart of the safety protocols are what the I Love U Guys Foundation call Standard Response 

Protocols (SRP’s).  They are a set of 4 actions (Lockout, Lockdown, Evacuate, Shelter) that can be applied to 

pretty much any scenario a school may encounter.  Depending on the situation, more than one of these pro-

tocols could simultaneously be utilized.  The I Love U Guys website spells out the protocols very well, so any-

one wanting more information should visit iloveuguys.org or contact school personnel. 
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 Another component of the SRP’s is Reunification after an incident.  This is a critical component 

that is often times not considered in safety plans.  Essentially, if tragedy strikes, a reunification process 

or plan allows school personnel to safely, securely, efficiently, and effectively reunite students and their 

families.  While it may seem like a simple task, it is actually a very difficult situation in the midst of a    

crisis. 

PPS has a reunification plan and would like to conduct a reunification drill sometime in the near 

future.  This would accomplish many tasks, but the two most important would be:  1) to help refine plan 

and 2) to help parents and district patrons better understand the process.  A reunification drill would be 

a major undertaking and it would take a lot of patience and cooperation from students, staff, parents, 

and district patrons. 

Planning to conduct this drill is underway, so please expect more information soon.  This drill 

would likely be conducted in the afternoon and students would be dismissed when reunified with par-

ents (or a family member).  We recognize this could create challenges for some families, so we are open 

to thoughts and ideas regarding a drill of this nature.  If you do indeed have thoughts, opinions, helpful 

information, or something you feel is important to share, please contact me.  When we conduct this 

drill, we want it to be something that is as productive as possible. 

 As was already mentioned, student safety is of the utmost importance to Pender Public Schools.  

SRP and reunification are two pieces of the puzzle, but they are very important pieces.  All other aspects 

of student safety are always at the forefronts of our minds.  We will continue to do everything  possible 

to keep students safe while they are at school so they can focus on their most important task … learn-

ing! 

 Please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments.  I can be reached via 

phone at (402) 385-3244 ext. 310, via email at jadolli1@penderschools.org, or in person at the school. 

 

It’s a Great Day to be a Pendragon!! 

 

Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 

Superintendent Small Talk          

with Jason Dolliver 



 

Greetings from  

Eric Miller—High School Principal 

 

Dealing with Student Motivation a conversation that is often held in schools. I have constantly heard from adults that, “kids 

aren’t motivated like they used to be.” School districts will try intrinsic and extrinsic motivation routinely. Different districts will 

have programs that reward students for grades and positive behavior as well as punishments for negative behavior and grades. 

Yet nobody seems to know what it is that will motivate kids to do the right thing every day. Education seems to be caught in an 

endless cycle of trial and error when it comes to motivating students.  

The simple truth of the situation is that we are correct when we say that “kids aren’t motivated like they used to be.” But, why 

would they be? We can’t continue to compare our current generation to what we went through growing up. The 1980’s might 

as well be the 1880’s to many of our kids. The ways that we were motivated in the past are exactly that, the past. We need to 

listen to our kids and find what it is that motivates them and adapt to the new ways our kids get motivated.  

A few of the things that we focus on here to keep kids motivated are: 

1. Taking a genuine interest in our students. We try to learn a student’s interests, hopes, and dreams. We ask them about 

what is happening in their lives. In other words, this is relationship building. Building a solid relationship with students 

is the foundation for intrinsic motivation.  

2. We act friendly! There are times and days when we need to show our “business” side but we can still be friendly in na-

ture. We try to smile, joke, and be supportive to individual situations. This doesn’t mean that kindness equals weak-

ness. In fact, it is quite the opposite. Students will respect the boundaries you set the more you talk with them.  

3. We try and be flexible. We don’t cave to what the students want and we continue to hold them to high standards, but 

we show an understanding for situations. Students come from a variety of backgrounds and family situations. We have 

to be more flexible now than ever and get to know how each of our students work. This again comes down to relation-

ship building and taking the time to get to know students.  

4. We have to show relevance in what we teach. Much research shows that effective approaches encourage students to 

generate their own connections and discover for themselves the relevance of course material to their lives. Our teach-

ers do an excellent job of helping the students see the relevance of what they are teaching to the students every-day 

lives.  

5. Finally, we never give up on students. We are positive (As much as possible) and continue to encourage students to 

grow in their areas of interest.  

Motivation is tricky and it changes from generation to generation. At this time building solid relationships is a key component 

for each teacher to do. Talk to your kids about what motivates them and help them to have a more successful experience in our 

school. Having these conversations will lead to better relationships and getting to know more about your own students. 

I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

Eric Miller 

PPS Secondary Principal 

 



 

 

Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 





Please remember… 

All students are admitted free to the Pender home sporting events to cheer 
on our Pendragon athletic teams. This does not include tournaments or dis-
trict competitions. Students in grades PK-6 need to be accompanied by a 
parent to provide supervision during the event!   

Thank you!!! 

 

Chilly mornings are most likely here to stay 
and the seasons are changing. Please            

remember to dress your children for the cold 
weather and encourage them to bring a 
sweatshirt, jacket, and pants to school.     
Labeling those items is also helpful. Our      
students are outside in the morning, at       
recess, and after school, so having the  
appropriate clothing is very important.   

 

 

No Kids??  No Problem!! 
Don’t throw those Box Tops away! Donate them to our local school 

instead.  Every Box Top is worth 10 cents to the school that is          

educating your future doctors, nurses, lawyers and more! 

Please save your Box Tops and  drop them off at the school or send 

with a child.   



Cold and flu season is already here.  Please remember: 

1) Call the office and let us know if your child will not be 

attending school due to illness.   

2) If your child is running a temperature of 100 or higher 

they must be fever free (without medication) for 24 

hours before returning to school.   



You are cordially invited to Pender Public Schools 

for our Veteran’s Day Program. 

Friday, November 10th 

2:00 pm 



The junior class once again will be selling magazines.  If you would like to renew your subscriptions 

or purchase new magazines, now is the time to do it.  Not only do you get a great selection to 

choose from but there are many great sale prices and as a bonus it helps raise money for the big 

event of the year...the Jr-Sr Class Prom.  Please contact any junior class member, the school office 

or you can go to: 

                                    https://gaschoolstore.com/2516839 

       Soup Supper 
Mark your calendars! 

December 1st  

Jr. Class Soup Supper  

Held during Girls/Boys Basketball Game  

Free Will Donation 



October 25th 

3:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

During Parent-Teacher Conferences 

In Elementary Library 

Wednesday, October 25th  

Preschool-No School  

Kdg-12th Grade Dismiss at 2:30 p.m. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  







Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or poptart or yogurt,  toast and 2 drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 

MENUS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

  Breakfast  Lunch 
PreK  $1.65  $2.05 
K-6  $1.65  $2.30 
7-12  $1.65  $2.55 
Adults  $2.15  $3.55 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or poptart - $.75   
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

French Toast Sticks 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Fruit Cocktail 

Pudding Cup 

3 

Donut 

Chicken Strips 

Mashed Pot. 

Corn 

Pears 

Bun 

4 

Breakfast Bites 

Ham & Cheese 

Chips 

Broccoli 

Mandarin Oranges 

5 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

California Blend 

Peaches 

6 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Spaghetti 

Lettuce Salad 

Applesauce 

Breadsticks 

 

7 

8 9  

Omelet 

Chicken Fried St. 

Mashed Pot. 

Green Beans 

Pears 

10 

Dutch Waffle 

Chicken Strips 

Mac & Cheese 

Broccoli 

Pineapple 

11 

Breakfast Stick 

Pizza 

Corn 

Mandarin Oranges 

12 

Coffee Cake 

Chili 

Fruit Cocktail 

Cinnamon Roll 

13 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

Ice Cream 

14 

15 16 

Breakfast Sand. 

Lasagna 

California Blend 

Applesauce 

Garlic Bread 

 

17 

Long John 

Chicken Fried St. 

Mashed Pot. 

Corn 

Pears 

Butterfinger  

18 

Muffin 

Chicken/Noodles 

Peas 

Pineapple 

Bun 

19 

Turnover 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy Pot. 

Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

Bun 

20 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Saucy Sub 

Corn Casserole 

Fruit Cocktail 

Brownie 

21 

22 23 

French Toast Sticks 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

Garlic Bread 

24 

Donut 

BBQ Rib/Bun 

Potato Wedges 

Corn 

Applesauce 

25 

Breakfast Bites 

Turkey Club 

Chips 

Peas 

Pears 

26 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Chicken Strips 

Mac & Cheese 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

Bun 

27 

No 

School 

 

28 

29 30 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Tavern 

Tater Tots 

Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

31 

Omelet 

Creamed Chicken 

Mashed Pot. 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

    

10th-12th 7th-9th Choice Kdg-3rd Choice Staff Choice 4th-6th Choice 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

October 2017 



Breakfast Offered Daily 
Includes:  main or poptart or yogurt,  toast and 2 drinks 
 
Lunch Offered Daily 
Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, salad bar, 1 drink 
 

           MENUS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

  Breakfast  Lunch 
PreK  $1.65  $2.05 
K-6  $1.65  $2.30 
7-12  $1.65  $2.55 
Adults  $2.15  $3.55 
 
Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 
Extra Breakfast Main (main, yogurt or poptart - $.75   
Extra Breakfast Side (cereal) - $.50 
Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.25   
Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits, or salad bar) -  $.75 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Dutch Waffle 

Goulash 

Corn 

Peaches  

Bun 

2 
Breakfast Stick 

Taco 

Spanish Rice 

Applesauce 

Rice Crispy Bar 

3 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Peas 

Pears 

4 

5 6 

Coffee Cake 

Pizza 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

Ice Cream 

7 

Breakfast Sand. 

Chicken Fried St 

Mashed Pot 

Green Bean Cass 

Mandarin Oranges 

8 

Long John 

Hot Dog Bar 

Chips 

Baked Beans 

Fruit Cocktail 

9 

Muffin 

BBQ Meatballs 

Cheesy        Hash 

browns 

Broccoli 

Peaches 

10 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Saucy Sub 

Corn 

Applesauce 

Cookie 

11 

12 13 

Turnover 

Lasagna 

Peas 

Pears 

Breadstick 

14 

French Toast Sticks 

BBQ Rib 

Potato Wedges 

California Blend 

Pineapple 

 

15 

Donut 

Ham/Cheese Sand-

wich 

Chips 

Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

16 

Breakfast Bites 

 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

17 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 

Fruit Cocktail 

Garlic Bread 

 

18 

19 20 

Pancakes/Sausage 

Chicken Strips 

Mac &  Cheese 

Corn 

Peaches 

21 

Omelet 

Tavern 

Tater Tots 

Peas 

Applesauce 

22 

Biscuits/Gravy 

Spaghetti/Sauces 

Lettuce Salad 

Pears 

Breadstick 

 

23 

 

24 25 

26 27 

Dutch Waffle 

Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 

Pineapple 

Pudding Cup 

28 

Breakfast Stick 

Chili 

Mandarin Oranges 

Cinnamon Roll 

29 

Coffee Cake 

Chicken/Noodles 

Peas 

Fruit Cocktail 

Bun 

30 

Breakfast   Sand-

wich 

Cheeseburger 

French Fries 

Corn Casserole 

Peaches 

  

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

November 2017 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Pender, NE  68047 

How to Contact Us 
School Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 

Dates To Remember... 

October 12th-Picture Retakes 

October 25th-Preschool No School 

     Kdg-12th Grade 2:30 Dismissal 

October 25th-Parent-Teacher Conferences  

    3 pm—9 pm  

October 25th-Scholastic Book Fair 3-9 pm 

October 27th-No School 

November 10th–Veteran’s Day Program 2 pm 

November 14th –High School Fall Concert 

November 22nd-Kdg-12th Grade 2:30 pm dismissal 

                           Preschool 3:30 dismissal 

November 23th & 24th-No School 

Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school office.   
Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we collect back to  

Pender Public School. 


