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GRANBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

School Committee Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 8, 2020 

              6:30 P.M. 

             REMOTE  

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 

Mr. Emre Evren, Chairperson; Ms. Jennifer Bartosz, Vice-Chair; Ms. Jennifer Mallette;  

Ms. Stephanie Parent; Ms. Audrey Siudak 

ADMINISTRATION:  

Mrs.Carol Hepworth, Interim Superintendent of Schools; Mr. Adam Tarquini, School Business Man-

ager; Members of the Senior Leadership Team 

GRANBY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVE: Cheryl Denette (President of GEA)  

  

 

I. Call to order: Mr. Evren called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

  

Consent Agenda:  

A. VOTE:  Minutes:   August 25, 2020 

B. VOTE:  Warrant:  0083 

C.  VOTE:   Warrant   0084 

D.  VOTE:  Warrant   0011 

 

There was a question regarding an invoice date. Mr. Tarquni will look into it. 

 

MOTION: Ms. Mallette motioned to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Ms.Siudak which in-

cluded the minutes from August 25, 2020 and Warrants 0083, 0084 and 0011. 

 VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

 

II. Visitor’s Comments:  

There were no visitors for this evening.      

Any citizen wishing to speak before the Committee must sign in with the Administrative Assistant prior 

to the opening of the Regular Session of the School Committee. The visitor will identify themselves by 

name and address and shall speak for no longer than three (3) minutes. (See Granby Public School 

Committee Policy BEDG 
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III. New Business: 

A. VOTE: Student Handbook (East Meadow and Granby Junior Senior High School. 

The reporting a student absent verbiage will be changed in the student handbook as to the proce-

dures that parents will need to follow reporting an absence for a remote, in-person or a hybrid stu-

dent. 

MOTION: Ms. Mallette motioned to approve the updated student handbooks for both East Meadow 

and Granby JRSR High School, seconded by Ms. Siudak. 

 VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

 

 

 

B. VOTE: Employee Handbook 

The mask policy in the employee handbook is an abbreviated version of the long version of the mask 

policy. Pictures were added to the handbook. Approved mask policy as of September 8, 2020. The 

full policy link is available in the handbook. 

 

MOTION: Ms. Bartosz motioned to approve the amended Employee Handbook, seconded by 

Ms.Parent. 

VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

 

 

C. VOTE: Updated mask policy 

 

The face mask policy was amended to include the following: 

1. One time use masks can be worm and disposed of after use 

2. If student cannot comply with the mask wearing policy, remote 

learning is the alternative. 

3. Face shields/plexiglass may be provided in some cases as the 

exception 

 

 

MOTION: Ms. Siudak motioned to approve the amended face mask policy seconded by Ms.Mallette. 

 VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

 

 

D. Board of Health/School Sports 

 

Ms. Jordan explained that when the Town of Granby went “in the red” that all sports ac-

tivities were cancelled. She went and met with the Board of Health and asked that they 
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rescind their statement now that Granby was out of the red at which they did. The fall 

sports new guidelines were executed by the M.I.A.A. The following sports can be played 

in fall 2020. Boys and Girls Soccer, Golf, Girls Volleyball (outdoors only) and unified bas-

ketball. Cross Country is not going to be played in fall 2020. The athletes and coaches 

will fill out an Attestation form involving questions regarding any illnesses or contact with 

someone who may have been infected. There is also a spectator limit of 50 people. The 

school committee will decide on the spectator guidelines regarding Granby Public 

Schools at the next school committee meeting on September 22nd.  

 

MOTION: Ms. Bartosz motioned to approve the Granby Public Schools participating in the following 

sports for fall 2020 following the guidelines set by the M.I.A.A: 

 

Boys/Girls Soccer 

Girls Volleyball (practice only) 

Golf (co-op with Hopkins Academy) 

Unified Basketball (practice only) 

 

 VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

 

E. COVID-19 Grants 

Mr. Tarquini discussed the monies applied for and received for the Granby Public Schools. Granby 

received $41,000 from the remote technology grant, $69, 773 from the CARES Act and $155,000 

from the COVID relief funds. The monies will be applied to purchases of technology, PPE and a wa-

ter filtrations system to replace the water fountains at Granby Junior Senior High School.  

 

Mrs. Hepworth as that the school committee amend their motion to hold on allowing school choice 

students into Granby Public Schools as of August 18, 2020. There have been some students who 

were in Granby schools 2019-2020 that moved out of district. These families would like to continue 

their child’s education in Granby as school choice students.  

MOTION: Ms. Siudak motioned to approve school choice students if the students applying had been 

a Granby student in the 2019-2020 school year but their family for reasons has moved out of district, 

seconded by Ms. Bartosz 

 VOTE: All in favor (5-0-0)   

 

IV. Continuing Business:  

A. Reopening Planning Process 

a. Safety Committee update 

 

Mrs. Hepworth discussed the results of the survey to parents regarding their student and 

what learning model they will be participating in.  

  

 

V. Standing Reports:     

A.  Superintendent’s Report     Mrs. Hepworth 

B.  Business Office & Facilities Report   Mr. Tarquini 
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Mr. Tarquini will close out the FY20 school year by Oct 1st. There are not any monies be-

ing spent using FY21 monies except for expenses due to COVID-19. Transportation and 

bus routes will be discussed soon with First Student.  A transportation survey will be sent 

out to parents regarding their students and if they are taking the bus to school. Free 

meals for Granby students will continue through December 31st.  

 

C. Collaborative of Educational Services (CES)  Ms. Mallette 

   

 

VI. Correspondence: 

a. Minutes: August 25, 2020   (Agenda Item I.A) 

b. Warrant 0083      (Agenda Item I.B) 

c. Warrant 0084     (Agenda Item I.C) 

d. Warrant 0011     (Agenda item I.D) 

 

 

 Granby Public Schools Mission Statement 

In the Granby Public Schools, we focus on the whole child, to develop a community that empowers 

every student to become civically engaged, service-minded, responsible, intellectually curious and 

prepared individuals engaged in our culturally diverse and global community. We encourage re-

spectful and constructive exchange of feedback within and outside our schools as a pathway to con-

tinuous improvement, leading to fearless learning.  

 

Granby Public Schools Vision Statement 

We believe that relationships matter. We believe in the promise of every child, in the purpose every 

child brings to learning, and in the passion every child possesses. We believe that learning is about 

the growth of all aspects of the child - social, emotional, physical, and intellectual.  

 

     Granby Public Schools Strategic Goals 

Goal #1: Develop and implement (P)K-12 curricula, supported by authentic learning in all  

    content areas. 

Goal #2: Granby Public Schools leadership team will exemplify transparency and trustworthi-

ness, and engage with all members of the school district and community. 

Goal #3:  Provide the necessary technology to support curricular needs. 

Goal #4:  Develop modern facilities that support authentic learning environments. 

 

The Granby Public School Committee would like the opportunity to hear the wishes and ideas 

of the public. Therefore, the Committee has set aside a period of time at each School Commit-

tee meeting to hear from the public on issues that affect the school district and are within the 

scope of the Committee's responsibilities. Visitors wishing to address the School Committee 
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must do so adhering to the guidelines and specifications as outlined in Granby Public School 

Policy BEDG. 

A copy of the full policy can be found at www.granbypublicschoolsma.net or by contacting the 

Superintendent’s office at 413-467-7193. 

 

“Please be advised that this meeting will be video and audio taped as well as televised” 

[Per MGL Ch. 30A sect. 20(e) anyone wishing to video or audio record an open session of the 

school committee meeting must notify the Chairperson. We request such notification five (5) 

days prior to the meeting date.] 

http://www.granbypublicschoolsma.net/

